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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 



In submittiDg the foUowing pages to the PiibUc> 
it is my wish that the reader should be put fairly 
in possession of the circumstaQces under which 
iJiey were written. 

I was deputed by a circle of friends, whose 
persotus and whose interests are most dear to 
me, to visit the United States of America^ in 
order to furnish them with materials to regulate 
their decision on the subject of emigration. Into 
the motives and the views which led to this pro- 
posed measure on their part, it is not requisite 
that I should enter jnuch in ^dbeCail ; they ar^ I 
fear, known and ^It too generally to render 
description necessary. 

l&nigration had, at the time of my appointmenty 
assumed a totally new dbaracter t it was no loi^r 
mecely the poor, the idle, the profligate, or the 
wildly speculative, who were prc^KMing to quit 
^leir nadve c<mntry } but men also of capkid, 
of industry, of sober habits and regular pursuits, 
men of reflection who sqpprehended approaching 
evils; men of uprij^t «^ «aMK3eotiou$ minds^ 
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IV INTRODUCTOttY BEMAEKS. 

to whose happiness civil and religious liberty 
were essential ; and men of domestic^ feelings, 
who wished to provide for the future, support 
and prosperity of their offspring. 

Under such circumstances as these it was, that 
my friends turned their thoughts, in the way of 
enquiry merely, upon the subject of emigration 
to America. Having so done, they natur^y set 
tht^ibselved is^rioUsly to investigate the state <£ 
the country arid the character o£ the > people;; 
bat,' singular as it may seem, they ware unable 
to obtain satisfactory information^ Most of the 
books which they could procure contained evi- 
dently partial statements j some were written to 
exalt and some to vilify the situation erf the 
cotintry aild its inhabitants, but none of liiem 
possessed that kind of information which. was 
wanted by my friends j no lists of prices,. of 
v^es, rettts, &c»* j no statements,^ or but iiapi^'^ 
feet ones, relative to individual trades or matnu- 
&dxnres; little or nothing, in short, of that 
homely kind of intelligence which was wanted 
on such an occasion. It was, al length, resolved 
that son^ one should visit the country toimdce 
tile neceissary enquires — the lot fell upon my- 
self j but I owe it in justice both to the public ^ 

' — — i^ ,, — ^ — . ■ ■ — 

. * It may be proper to observe that, in the following psgei^ 
the priceis of live stock, &c. are often stated in what may 
appear singular amounts ; this arises from turning American 
dollars into British currency. ^ 



XNTRODUCTOBY REMARKS. V 

and tomyfidf to state, that cnrcuinstaiices» which 
at the tiine left me free. from my usual puitimt8» 
rather than aiiy supposed peculiar fitness for the 
undertakuig, guided their choice of me for 4iie 
task; ahhongh it is ainong. the first plearares 
of my Ufe to reflect that tKey relied at least 
otpofi my fiathfulness ^nd industry. 

Recurring to the fact of publication, I prei- 
iend to few, if any, of the accomplishments 
which are deemed necessary for the regular tra^ 
veSer, writing professedly for the instruction or 
amuseiiKnt of the public. The informatiofi) 
how^ever, which I was deputed to ccdlect, I. 
smi^ for with air the diligence, and forwarded 
with all the accuracy, in my power. // was mf 
wish to put my Jriends as much aspossibk intb 
my sitmtthn^-^lo inform them both of what I 
saw xsvjr9eifr and what I learned from oth^s^ 
whefe: Ilioonght /fea^ information might foe r^ 
lied upon. My enquiit^s were facilit9.ted by 
various intradctctions, and aided by some per- 
samX friends who had previously emigrate4 to 
Ameriisfu " 

I arrived in the dty of New York, August 6th, 
1817,' and finally quitted that plape. May lOth^ 
1818, after having 'made a tour, including 
bi^h the £astem and Western States oC the 
American Union. Returned to England, I 
faave^ naturally enough, ^ rec^ved appHcathms 
for infbnnation relative 'to. the counby L had 



Tl INTRODUCTORT REMARKS. 

visitedt from many persenii dispofied to settle 
there : scMne c£ these were parties of rei^ct- 
ability and capital, not dissimilar in their vicrwi^ 
and objects from those which my friends had 
proposed to themselves. To these, therefi^re, tiie 
information I had collected might be mipposed 
to be not unacceptable; many others, for va- 
rious reasons, may wish to be possessed of these 
facts : such are the motives which have induced 
me to submit my '« Reports ^ to the public. 
Informing their estimate of tiiispr6ducti<Hi, 1 
have therefore to request of my readers to bear 
coqstantly in mind the view with ^diich I have 
written^and not expect to find the work ^at which 
theau1k(yrdoesnot pretend it to be. My object has 
not been to make a book ; but, circumstances 
having occurred to give me informaticm which 
appears valuable because it may be useAiI, I wuh 
to give it to the world, — £Uid am ondent to do 
«o in a plain, unvamiahed manna'. 

The work may have many faults and numerous 
imperfections. Little accustomed as I am to write 
for the public eye, the critic I presume will find in 
it much to censure — in stylie — in arrai^ement 
•~and perhaps in materials; but the ck^ect I 
have had in. view will, at least, be a pledge to 
the public of thejiu^/ulness and sheerity of my 
statements. My intention in writing has certainly 
been neither to flatter nor deceive : my Reports 
were originally ccmiposed neither with a view to 



INTRODUCTORY REMARKS* VU 

lime nor profit, — neither to exalt a country, to 
supped a party, nor to promote a settlement. 
I have had every motive to speak vi^hat I thought 
the truth, and none to conceal or pervert it. 
The interests of my dearest friends depended 
ZQoet intimately upon the correctness of my 
st3tefi(ieBts«. I wished to put them in possession 
of every tiling I knew : the public will now de- 
cide whether what I have found to communicate 
he ekhw useful or instructive* 



TO 
THE FRIENDS 

CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, 

THESE PAGES 
ABE RESPSCT7ULLY SUBMITTSD> ^ 

BY 

' H. B FEAEON. 



October 2ndi 1818. 



ERRATA. 
Page U line 8-9. ttom the bottom, xwia( « in the Southampton frigate/' 
— 45. line 7,Jbr 150, read 100. 

— — 182. line 15,Jbr " Shawnee Town» Illinois Temtofy, Mis8i|gi|^ 
&&*' read ** Kentodkjr* 8b«wnie Town, BBbois Texiitot7»&c." 



SKETCHES OF AMERICA, 



. VOYAGE IN T»M StflP WASHINGTON 7KOM |SLB OF WIGHT*-— 
CELEBRATION OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE ON BOARD. 

DEBATING SOCIETY. — OFF SANDY HOOK. — FIRST 

IMPRESSIONS OF THE PEOPLE AND OF THE CITY OF 
NEW YORK. — MRS. BRADISH's BOARDING-HOUSE. — 
COMMODORE ROGERS. — ^CONVERSATION AT DINNER^.*— 
SUSPICION OF CORRUPTION IN THE AMERICAN GOVERN- 
MENT CONTRACTS. — PRICES OF ARTICLES, AND RENT 
OF SHOPS. 

New York, August 9th, 1817. 
MT DEAR FRIENDS5 

I EMBRACEr the first oppoftxanty of ctHamuni^ 
eating my safe arrival in this land of liberty, 
^ich I am enabled to do by the politeness of 
Sir James Yeo, who sails to day in the South- 
anipton frigate. We landed here^on Wednesday 
the 6th distant. You are aware that the vessel 
in which I sailed is did Washington, Captain 
Foreman, which left London the 4th of June. 
I went on board at the Isle of Wight on the 
14th, and we proceeded on our course the 
fc^lowing day. The cabin was crowded, having 
nineteen passengers, amongst whom were Mr. 

B 



2 PASSENGERS. POLITICAL LIBERTY. 

or (according to American etiquette) The 
Honourable John Quincey Adams, (late am- 
ba^^or ?t tb jhX!ourt of St. Jint^'si l}iit ^w 
Secretary of State,) his lady and family: the 
gentlemen were chiefly Americans. You will be 
somewhat surprised to learn that Mr. Geoi^ 
Washington Adams (eldest son of the Secretary) 
and myself were the only warm friends of po- 
Htioal liberty; a subject which, ^ course, ^efi 
came under discussion. AH were its advocates in 
some limited or refined sien^e; but we. 9taod 
.aJone in wishing its extension to Dqglaud*. to 
Amfortonate Ireland,^ to France^ to the Eon^an 
Continent generally, and to the brave South 
Americans. I delivered the letters of intro- 
duction, with which Alderman Wood and others 
favoured me,, to Mr. Adams; and wish to 
acknowledge the polite attentions which, in con- 
,s9¥»¥iif^ I r«K5^T^ fiwa Mm* My pi^^ 
v^Qif^ W#s for^gHinfi^ts, exch^siye pf win^ss, &6. 
^ , 4 €iea-life w^s, to me in every p^uticular iM>V!e^ 
jind qot of tbs^t cla$s d^Qqminated pleitsing; 
^Sickness, th^ usyal lot of ffe^h-w^t^r si^ilprs, was 
my companipn. It wa9 extreme for e%ht days^ 
^nd did not takQ its Jn$4 leave, fpr fifteen : 
indjeed I had but lif^tle appetite the i^hqle of tbe 
{Mw^ge* 'Hie ireatharbas l;^n boisterom fw 
thf se)Asp9; tJiougH I IMieve we were npt h 
iu^pgiinent dianger expept^ Bpon ,we oeca8i<M»i 
arimng.|];piq,.n^leet in no|; tajking in sail. ^ Th|$ 



GALE. — "4th JULY.** * St 

wind blew a tremenHous gafe, which t'he: irtlij), * 
in cofnsequence, was not' so weU pr^arad to 
wHhstdnd as she might and birgKt to hat^beeii. 
My fears were ^octreme : there was btit thertinn 
df a toir between ns and eternity. I praye** 
ferv6a&y to that Being, teho is the tJod of' the 
seii as well as the God of the land, and who has 
protected me throughout my life. ' > 

The 4th of July is a great American day, 
being the anniversary erf' their declaration bf 
indepehdaice. It was kept (ui board i^h; I 
paresume, its nsmal sanctity — by good eating and 
dritaldAg. I felt warm in the Cluse, Ariewing 
that decljfration as the common property of the 
fiietidd of freedom. Several songs w^^e sung. 
Two By the mate were the most remat^ksftile :r 
they were the evident production^ of sevetOeen- 
hundred and seventy-six ; their allusions^^bdbg to? 
those occurrences wMcK j^eculiariy belonged to 
the first st^«s of the revolution. The toaste 
were also indifferent. I w£ts not gratified ^i^th 
even an approach to the old English seicitiriient 
of «* Civil imd rdfgious liberty all over tlie 
world.'^ ^ ; 

: In the steerage there were thirteen passengens. 
They paid twelve pounds each, and^had to^ find 
themselves in every thing biit water. Among^ 
ti^se was a IMDr. Davis, an ingenibufi^ clever man. 
He organisDeda debating scbic^y, which tiras bdid 
in liie- steerage twic6 a week, ^« weath^' per^^ 

B 2 



MBi 



4 **• DEBATING SOCIBTY/' — NEW YORK BAT. 

ipittiiig.*' Youtig Mr. Adams and myself 
fraquwtly attended their sombre discussions. 
UpM one occasion the question was, ** Which 
if the best form of government, a democracy 
or a. monarchy?** It was strongly c6nle)rt:ed 
on both sides,, and at length determined in 
favour of the former by the casting-vote of the 
chairman, who was seated in presidential state 
on a wiiter*cask. 

On the 5th of August, the sound of *^LandO!"' 
from tb^ topmast, though communicated by the 
gfuffvoice of a hardy son of Neptmie, sounded 
in my; ^e£^^s " most eloquent music.*'. In the 
evening we stood out to sea, being too near 
i^iore. On the moxning df the 6th I was called 
up. at four o'clock. We were off the Jersey 
MtCM^^-which was crowded with small craft We 
ao^il thade S^dy Hook, the entrance into the 
toy, and thirty miles, ftoiii the , city of New 
York. The busy scene around me, the conscious- 
i«8S that I was. about to be reUeved from the 
MSorst of prisons, the serenity of the morning, 
and the extreme beauty of New York bay, con- 
veyed impressions which mock descHption. 
Eveiy object was to me an interesting one : 
first our pilot, his stature, his manners, his 
(k^s, were allat this time[x)bjects of my atten- 
tion.; though .under other circumstances I should 
have! yi^ewckl tbeqa with entire indtflferamse. He 
broi^bt us the newspaper, of the morning. Many 




NEWSPAPfiR. — LANDING^ 4? 

of the advertisements had to tne the character of 
singularity/ One announcing a play, terminated 
with, " Gentlemen are infornied, that no smok- 
ing is allowed in the theatre. *' A newsman from 
the " Evening Post," and a custom-house olScer^ 
were our next visitors. Several sailing boats 
passed with gentlemen, many of them wearing 
enormously large straw hats, turned up1t>ehind. 
At one o'clock we anchored close to the city. 
A boy procured us two hackney coaches, from a^ 
distance of about a quarter of a mite. " I offered 
him ah English shilling, having no other small 
coin in my possession. He would not take 
so little ; " For as how I guess it is not of value. 
I have been sUck in going to the stand right 
awaj." This was said with a tone of inde- 
pendence, which, although displeasing to my 
pride, was not so to my judgment. Mr. Adams 
satisfied the young republican by giving huh 
baif-a-dollar^ (2s. 3d.y There was no sense of 
having received a favor in the boy*s countenance 
or marinei' ; a trait of character which» I have 
since leV^ed, is by no means coiifinecf to tb^ 
youth of Anierifca. A simple *• I thank you, - 
Sif,*^ would not, however, dcfrogate from a 
free man's dignity; but I shall not be too fas- 
tidious. We must not expect every thing ; and, 
after dl, even cold independence is^^ preferable 
to warm servility. Another question, and one at 
leading importance, suggested itsetf to me on 
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b APPEARANCE OF INHABIT AKTS. 

this occurrence; namely^ I9 not labour here wd| 

f paid ? A great number of people were on the 
wharf /looking at us and our vessel. Many of 

*" theip were of the labouring class. They were 
not bptter clothed than men in a similar con- 
dition in England j but they were more erect 
in their posture, less care-worn in their counte- 
nances ; the thought of ** the morrow*' did not 
seeija to form a part of their ideas ; and among 
' them there were no beggars. Intermixed with 
these were i^veral of the mercantile and genteeler 

_ orders. Large straw hats prevailed ; trpwsers 
were universal. The general costutpe of these 
persons was inferior to men in the same rank of 
life in England. Their whole appearance was 
loose, slovenly, careless, and not remarkable for 
cleanlinesSr The wholesale stores which front 
the river, have not the most attractive appear- 
ance. The carts are loi^ and narrow, drawn by 
one hors^ j the hackney coaches are open at the 
sides, being suited to this warm climate -*- lighter 
and much superior to ours : the charge ^ p^r 
cent, higher than in London. The streets 
through which we passed to Mrs. Bradish's 
boarding-house, in State-Street, opposite the 

--^BattjBry, were narrow ai^ dirty. The Battery 
is a most delightful walk, on the edge of the 
bay. The houses in State-Street are of the 
first class^ The one in which I am now writing 
js about the size of those in Bridge-Street, 
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Biack-friars. The i^nt is 2400 dollars (540L 
sterling) per annum ; taxes are about 80 doUars; 
(181. sterling.) The mode of living forthoie 
who do not keep house, is at hotels, taverns, or 
private boarding-houses. My present resideoee 
is at on^ of the latter descripti<Hi. There are two^ 
public apartments, one for a sitting, the other 
a dining room. At present, about forty sit down 
to table. The lady of the house presides, at the 
head of the table, the other ladies wbo are 
boar^ts being placed on her left The hours 
are -^ br«akfast» eight o'clock ; dimaer, bidf past 
t^ree i tea, seven ; supper^ ten. American brcab' 
fasts, are celebrated for their profu^iMi: theiw 
«re eggs, me^t of various kinds, fish, aod fowki< 
My London habits are not yet overcome j I cm^ 
not ei^oy any additiim to plain bread imd butter^ 
The hours of eating are attended to. by all mik 
preciston : charge, two ddttars per diem> exclu« 
siye ^ wine. The expense of jUvii^ here is, 
^9^ 18 dollars per week. There are here Hi 
p^^i^t^ the celebrated Commodore Rog^s, Md 
neyi^ otbi^r naval officers } ai^on^ whott. W9 
PecatutiL W^ringtoi]^ and Bidel, all of. wjumi 
distinguished themselves in the late war: alto 
JM[r. Graham, the und^-secJ^etm^ of «to^, aod 
^. 3ri»ckenbri€ige» author of a history of th# 
late w»r. The two latter gaiitlemen ar« said «t 
be upon l^e point of einbarking 19 th^ sl^si^ of 
W^ Qntario^ on a mii^n to South Aineriqt^ 
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8 COMMISSIONERS TO BOUTH AMERICA. 

Tliat the object of their Vo}'age liiay be to assist 
the patriots in shaking off the yoke of tl^ in^ 
£ttiiotis Ferdinand, is my heartfelt desire. 

Last evening, whfle I was conversing widiCom- 
modore Rogers, a niaval officer, attended by two 
black servants, ascended the steps : he pre^v^d to 
be Sir James Yeo. Commodore R — ^s, supposiisg 
me to be an American, was free in the expressioa 
of his feelings } which, in truth, were honmirable 
to him^ and not derogatory to Sir James, or 
the British navy generally* He referred to the 
disgraiceful conduct of Admiral Cockbumat 
Havre de Grace, with a fcwgiving liberdity 
which did him much credit. In his appearaiK^ 
he has more c€ the English than the AmiBridan 
seamaii," Clon>f^ying an idea not dissimilar ^6 the 
pers^ficaticms of such chairacters by Baiirifeter; 
He is ati American by birth, but of Scdich 
par^tage. His ^tiii#dot^ of person* ^laimiilg 
teladoosbjp or afcquaintAdce with him'ai^ ttii- 
Iser^.-Oiie man met him in Baltimore, asi»ured 
innir'^tm he had gione to schodi aftd ^tetf 
p<»tidg6 - at«t dtUnk M^hiskey with hiim whetf a 
boyi at Aberdeen j another, a Very old Iftan, 
acc^ostisd - Mm; in the Scoteh dialect, in ftroad- 
*rjay, Nfw' VoA, and insisted upon it that he 
was his (Commodore R.^syjUther. Commodore 
Rc^r& fe no^ the president of the Board of Naval 
Commissioners at Washington ; an establfehment 
l^tose dejects and powers are ^iiearly similar to 
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those of our Admiral^ Board. His present lmsi< 
nests ii, jm ccHijunction with Commodore Decatur, 
to lay the keel of a seventy'^four gun ship^ His - 
ikccoant^f theelioiate of Washington is tiM^nir- 
able. He states that he has there a family of 
seven chifek*en, and that £cHr two years th^y have 
had, ne iUness in the houset }^ 

Ismtediately upon landing, I treated myself ^ 
with a glass of cider and some fruit : the charge 
was dearer than in London. As^ yet I cannot 
of course comnmnicate any useful particulars. I 
have walked alone, through the streets for the 
purpose of fuming an independent judgm^Hu 
^very o^ect is new^ I hardly, dare tru«t myt^tH 
in ibrming C(M»ckisions : one tnosfc cheering, fin^ 
is indti^tabl#, the absence of irrmediakiedi^ 
tress. The irtreet population bean; sm aspect 
essentkUy different from that of L.oni|o^,.Qr~ 
large English ^owns.. Onevstrikitygiatwe isr 
in the number of blacks, many of whim are 
liiiely dressed, tl^ females very ludicroosly so, 
showii>g a^ {^rtiality to white mi»lin dresses, 
artificiid floni^^ $nd pink i^oea. Ism but few -^ 
Well-dressed white la^es, . but am infosmed that 
the greater part are at t»*esiiiM; at the ^^ringfs of 
Balstan and Siyratoga.* The di^ss of th&^oMk is - 

* A place of £MBhionable summer reiort, dnrnt ^06^'|riGie 

, from this' city. The route is by way of Albany, whicStii^l^ 

mHes up.tJie jti^on river, and to which sofie 6f the finest 

steam-boats in the world go three tTrii^fir a #ji(§fc ' Tfte fWeJ 



to CHURCHES. -« UOTJOA. 

rather deficient in p6int of neatness and gentility. 
Their iqipearance, iii common with that of the 
ladies aiid children, is sallow, and what we should 
call unhealthy. Our friend D— ^ tells me that 
to have colour in the cheeks is an infalltble cri* 
terion by which to be discovered as an English* 
man. In a British town of atiy importance, you 
cannot walk along a leading street for . half jan 
hoar without meeting with almost evei^M»riety 
tn the size, dress, and appearance of the inhabit^ 
ants ; whilst, on the contrary, here thiey seem 
all of one family ; an4 though not quite a ^' drab* 
colcHired creation,'' the feelings they excite are 
natmanyd^rees removed from the uninfierestii](g 
sensations generated by that expressi<Hi» The 
young men are Call, thin, aiid solemn : then: dress 
is universally trowsers, and very generally loose 
^eai cottts. Old men, in our English idea <3i 
that word, appear very rare. 

Churches are numerous and handsome: the 
interior of onie which I have just visited in 
3rofid-way is truly elegant, being fitted up with 
more taste, i^lendour, and I presume expense^ 
than many in London. Several hotels are on an 
extensive scale : ike City Hotel is. as l^uge as the 
Lmdoa Tavern ^ the dining^ and some i^ the 



iwcltidiwg lioard, k seven doUarSy and a tax of ^ne dollar. 
The timf «iuaUy occupied from New York to Alhmy ^^ f' 9P 
eigliteM and a half to twenty-two hours. 
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^ivate rooms, seem fitted up regardl^s of e^^ 
fi^f^e. The price of boarding at this establlsh- 
fuent i^, I understftnd^ cheaper than where T reside. 
The shops (or stores, as they are called) have 
IMMtbing in their exterior to recommend them : 
f^9X§ is not ^v^n an attempt at tasteful display^ 
(Th^ linen and woollen drapers (dry good stores, 
^ they are denominated) have quantities of their 
gpods lai4 loos^ on boxes in the street, without 
any precaution against theft. This practice, 
(tl^9Ugh a proof o£ their cardessness, is also an 
evideoqpTts tP.the|W)fffic<r/ state of society worthy 
of ^tt^ntipn. Masse$ pf the population cannot 
^1^ iipemployeid, or robbery would be inevitabk^ 
ITi^re are a great number pf excdlent private - 
dwellii^ built of red painted briqk, which gives 
them a peculiarly neat and clean appearance. 
In jQroad-way and Wall-street trees are plante4 
at the ade of the pavement* The ca^-hall* is 9 
large and elegant building, in which the cou^ 
of law are held. In viewing tlus structure, I 
fipel some objections which require farther pbr 
servatioi^ either to remove or confirm*^ Most of - 
the streets are dirty : in many of them sawyers 
are preparing wood for sale, and all are infeated 
with pigs, -^ circumstances which indicate a lax 
police. 

^ Ufftm the whole, a walk through New York 
will disappoint an Englishman : there i^ <» tbf 
surf ace of society , a carel^sisne(S0i a hsmmi^ sa^ 
unsocial indiflferencCi which freezes the blood and 
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disj^usts the judgment. An evening stroll along 
Broad-way,when the lamps are alight, will please 
more than one at noon-day. The shops will look 
rather better, but their proprietors will not greatly 
please : their cold indifference may be mistaken 
by themselves for independence, but no person 
of thought and observation will ever concede to 
them that they have selected a wise mode of 
exhibiting that dignified feeling. I disapprove 
most decidedly of the obsequious servility of the 
London shopkeepers, but I am uot prepared U> 
go the length of those in New York, who stand 
with their hats on, or sit or liealong their counters^ 
smoking segars, and spitting in every direction, 
to a degree offensive to any man of decent feel- 
ings. The prevalence of Dutch names tells me 
I am there a stranger ; but this feeling is often 
i6ouhteracted by viewing the immense quantities 
bf British manufactured goods with which the 
Bhops are crowded, as also the number of English 
works which are advertised, and the placards pf" 
" 'Hone's Riot in London,** " PHilce's Russia 
Oil,** '* Reeves and Woodyer*s Colours,*^ and 
'* Day and Martinis Blacking." 
.#>< My abode' here has, as yet, been so short, thai 
you' cannot expect solid informatimi.' Some 
things which I state may appear trifling, but I 
wish ta comniunicate to you my first impres- 
iliona, aiid to place you, as fkr as I am able, in 
wry bwti situation i m that point of view you 
will r^ard the following circumstances : 
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I have been with Mn Cook (a fellow^pkssengec; 
of tnine, and very pleasant youtig man, a reei- 
dent of Kaskaski, in. the Illinois territory) into^ 
three shops. The first was a chemi$t's : of him^ 
we enquired the state of trade. He replied thafc 
the only business which was good for any thing at 
thiff time in New York was shaving, i. e. bi^ngf 
and sellii^ bank-notes. The rent which he paid 
for his small place astonished me. The next was 
a hatter's, at which Mr. C. was not suited. While 
waiting, a beggar came in, and was relieved witb 
a Spanish silver pie^e called a i^i:s^p€^ce r it was 
the sixteenth of a dollar. Beg^s, I am iiw 
formed, are very uncommon. The tihird shop waj^ 
in the same business^ at which Mr. C. bought a; 
hJat : it was of American manufacture, very^ nar-i 
row m the brim, accwdifig to the present fashion ;. 
the price was ten doUsurs (45s.) ; the quftlitf' 
nearly as good as those sdld in JLohidon at £raai» 
24s. to 27s. TTie proprietor of tbfa concerto com- 
l^hed of the wai^t of business. He stated that; 
it had not been known so bad as during the Jast^ 
and present years ; that laboipihg men who w«e 
inclined to wwk could generally obtain employ^ 
ment either in the city or back country f and 
that among mechanics, masons and carpenters: 
\rere Tsef y good tmd^ I asked him the resaon 
of trade being bad. He replied that he did n^t^ 
know the reason, that they dkl npttix>ub]e them- 
selves about reasons. To my remark, — bnsiaessr 
is al^^duE m London, he at^srviceFed, >< I guess 
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ikat if the reasoir, fbr we take all eir things 
kom. them in- the old country." His rent '^t 
thought extravagantly high: he stated thatit'wafr 
a»i9«foiiith diaiperthan last year; and /Asthe 
dxp^cted it would'te altered next May. ^hts- 
i^snation in rent, I {Hresutne, flows from a mode^ 
c^ letting booses different from ours. Yim; wiflr 
not of' counM take inforraaticm so loosely eoU: 
lected as the present as auth^itic. I do not 
my%B% 8&dl therefore I am sure yoti wiE not 
dbao^ 

Yesterday, at the dinner-table, my attentibi^ 
was strongly ixsed by a coiwemation between 
€2ommoddre Deeatur and a gentleman, i: prev 
auine a resident of this city : the foUowki^ is 
ncady an acctir»be report. I would rexnairk! 
tbat Comaodoie Becator is a member of ^Mie' 
Ij&hry BotiicI, iUid> df oours^e, concerned in; Idie" 
QMttaots issuing ivom that body. ^ 

-Qem. ^ W^ €<M]iBlodore, therfe were some* 
gtdd hosgainii made by some peopte dudng t3Se^ 
ymA'^ -•;• ■ ^ ' '-^^'■': 

4}m^B. ^ Sol guess.*" - ^ 

Qmt^^ ^ Mt-*- r— , the cMtractor, did not; 
Ibm, any thing hy turning round r his vatkHis* 
paid w^«*' 

QmK H: *^ A maa ought to ]^rofit by what- 
he^sda**-*^ ' '.'^^ • 

^toi*t " Yesj. biit ddmochtta only had.tfee: 
fhfrtfwi*^ " .., •..'-.,...*. ^ 

GmUJ^ ^ €ottt«act8aretottdbefeit#itfa^thei 
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most^ pMifect feirm^s* Gmemmemt deals witfi 
tiNife man who can sapi^y the coui^y to* did 
ifimt advantage/^ 

6R0n#. ^ If SO5 how is k tlntt t^ough^ut tlwf 
wbi^ war, and up to the present nuMnenty not 
a i^igto fe(tors^«t M any part of tiie Union hia; 
been a contractor ?** 

Com. B. '^ I guess they have not isaik ap- 
plication/' , 

QenL'' That I kttow Uiey have,«id n^tt' 
for oit^ 4tnd at a lowejf rs^e by «^ per bettti 
than M-*-*-*-^ supplied thenu" 

At this part of the ccmversation^ a gendemati 
sitting on my left Femarked that gov^^mistttl 
were perfectly right in pcnmiing^ tlia& line <tf 
policy i that th^ ought lo ismmr ihm^ ^ho 
afli^Kyrted them : this was partiaUy aaMditKld «o 
by Commodore Decatiar. The gepdem^aibeftis 
aUoded to continued, with 99«w Ading, to^imm 
pla^a ^ jobs and peculattoni. Tfa^se wwe tdms 
labieh I had knagi&ed w&m uiduio^« ;in lb 
language of the United States : I had bepikl 
thttt this refined onier af things wmld neiMi be 
imported from omr great biit oppcesBed cmntry 
to this land, at the mnaacipaticm of w^eh &ma 
tyranny smd taxation every fiee mind throiq^iout 
tbe wodid joined in exultation and triompli. 

The irm and boerding.j£H«ises we dro«^4Ni« 
4^ this ttiin^,4;i0# iliP^^ 
moce sAitfaem^ states Awxig qtb^r bfkdw»^ 
mentSy they come to avoid th^jpCMmt or fiSPS9h 
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h^ided existence of the yeHow feven The 
room in which I write is in the attic story^ every 
other being occupied. In this small apartment 
^hiere are two beds* The heat of the weather is 
fJLee9$ive, and the visit of the musquitoeii not 
the most pleasing. I have not yet been enabled 
to sleep, until three or four o^clock in the mora-* 
iag • Our furniture consists of two old chairs ; 
the bedsteads are temporary ; a mattress^ cotton 
sheets and cpverlid compose our bedding.; There 
is no beU in the room — the attencknce of aervimti$ 
is perfectly unattainable. This may arise fixmit ther 
full occupancy of the house^ or it may be a ge- 
neral feature in the condition of the people : ii* 
either caie it troubles me but little* If these be 
btit a^good government^ a healthy and ferdl^ 
eoutitry» anxl an enlightened people^ I for one,: 
iod I mi ware you will all join with me, shall be 
Qcmtented and happy. Little inconvenienciea 
and personal privatiiHis must be set at itought,^^ 
when put in competition with such itnportant 
advmitageeu That the state of the country and 
peqple may realize the hopes I have entertained,, 
is my constant aad jdncere prayer. ^ With afiec* 
ttonate remembrances to you all, 

I remain very sincerely ywr's, . 

. . Henry IkAHOtff,. 

I shall have a report, for it will be too long 

^d too gena-al to be otlled a letter, ready to 

go by tiie Amity, Capt. Strtnton^ which i^ to sftii^ 

theJUit^ptember. . . > 
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New York, August Slst, 1817. 

In a letter, dated the 9th instant, I apprised 
you of my safe arrival, and^ of my thai im- 
pressions of this j^ace, as ^ as respects the 
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inhabitants, and the appearance of the city : 
those impressions have been in general con- 
firmed. Concerning the important object of 
my journey, you will be best capacitated to 
form your judgment from the following details. 
They have been collected with as much industry 
and discrimination, as my own capacity, and the 
circumstances in which I am placed, have en- 
abled me to exercise. The city of New York, . 
when approached from the sea, presents an ob- 
ject truly beautiful. It is built at the extreme 
point of Manhaltan, or York Island, which is 
thirteen miles long, and from one to two miles 
wide. The city is on the south end, closely built 
from shore to shore, and extends in length about 
two miles and a quarter. The population is said to 
be 120,000. The East river separates it from 
Long Island, and the Hudson river from Jersey. 
Ships of any burden, and to any extent, can 
come close up to the town, and lie there with 
perfect safety, in a natural harbour, formed by 
the above-named fine rivers, and a noble bay, 
completely protected by the surrounding lands : 
at present there are a great number of ships in 
harbour. New York is without competition the 
first commercial city in America. This will be 
seen by a slight view of Mr. Pitkin's " Statis- 
tical Account of the Commerce "of the United 
Statea;'* a work which no person ought to be 
without, who views the subject of Amepca as 
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an important topic. The port of New York 
being open at all seasons gives it a powerful 
advantage ; the more so, as not only its northern 

^ but its two southern rivals, (Philadelphia and 
Baltimore,) are deprived of this convenience, so 
desirable in an extensive commerce. 

The public buildings of a city of such recent 
birth as that of New York, would appear trifling 
to the native of an European city, accustomed 
to contemplate the collected works of successive 
ages ; but you, my friends, in common with my- 
self, look not at such establishments with the 
eye of an architect or a painter, but as plain 
men, desirous of knowing every thing concern- 
ing a country, around which some of our most 
endeared political opinions are entwined : and as 
we contemplate a removal to this new world, we 
feel interested in that land, which may not 
imly afiect our interest and happiness as in- 
dividuals, but likewise those of many generations^ 
yet unborn. 
The town-hall of this city is a noble building, 

.of white marble. The ground Ground it is 
planted and railed off. The interior appears 
well arranged. In the rooms of the mayor and 
corporation, are portraits of several governors 
of this state, and some distinguished officers. 
The state rooms, and courts of justice, are on 
the first floor. In one of these, a gentleman 
pointed out to me the celebrated Mr. Emmets 

c 2 
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well^nown in the history 9f: Ireland. He' is a 
plain man, of the middle size, in a small. (degree 
inclined to corpulency. His dress was not per- 
]^ap3 so respectable as a gentleman of his high 
legal estimation in England, but it accorded 
^ith the ideas and habits of the people of thi& 
countiry. His reputation at the bar is of the first 
order. I was grieved to find native Americans 
Sfpeak of him with great jealousy. It appears^ 
^bat in their eyes^ he has been guilty of two up* 
pardonable crimes— ^ two sins against the Holy 
fjhost : the first is in being, as they term it, a 
foreigner! the second and greatest of all, in 
being an Iri^h rebel! . But to proceed with the 
city-hall: the stair-case is circular, lighted by a 
cupola. The situation of this building is ex- 
cellent in point of e£fect, and highly (Hmamental 
to the city. - It would be much more soi, had not 
the basement story, which is of red granite, liie 
ai{4)earance of brick. _ ; , 

In the immediate neighbourhood of the hall 
is an extensive building, appropriated to liie 
*!* New York InstitutionV' " Academy of Eto 
Arts," and " American Museum.*' There are 
also a state prison, hospital, and numerous 
splendid churx^hes. I might fill many pages 
were I to follow in detail the deceptive model of 
4^ome writers, whose views perhaps may be easily 
appreciated. One erf these I have now before mei, 
who names every house in which public business 
tii 



AMERKJAN WRITERS^ *1 

is transacted — "a public building/*^ *' There* 
m,** says this^ writer, l^ a castom-hbuse, post-oftce;* 
public forum, &c." The first is a private house,^ 
formerly a bookseller's, belonging to Messrs^.- 
Eastboiirn and Kirk ; the second is also a pri* 
vate bouse, of a very mean description, and in- 
deed quite a disgrace ta a commercial city of 
thetmagnitude of Ne\;^ York j the third isf mere- 
ly held inthe i^nter months, in the ball-room 
of the city hotel. American habits, prosperity,' 
^md intelligence, are described upon the saofie 
model ; and I regret to say, in too many instances 
in this city, are equally devoid of foundatao^.^ 
Such accounts would appear to answer no other • 
endsHhani those of imposition j smd the nation 
which really stood in need of these arts, would^ 
not deserve to rise and prosper : but as to the> 
veil thrown over the real titeration of thii^ 
country by some recent writers, it is equally^ 
idie interest of native and emignmt tiiisft it' 
i^ould be withdrawn. Every American, if he 
be a man of sense, would wish to see pourtrayed 
die real character and contUtion of his country^ 
in order that he might not only perceive what 
was excellent, but also be enabled to discover 
what there was to amend and improve ; whde 
to the respectable emigrant and his family, the 
Consequences 'must be lamentable, when he finds* 
tiiat he has been induced to a change of country 
by the exaggerated and- base misrepresentatiousf 

c a 
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<^ romantic or interested individuals. When I 
survey this city^ and remember that but twa 
centuries since^ the spot on which it stands was^ 
a wilderness, I cannot but be struck with its 
comparative extent and opulence. Like the 
country of which it forms a part, it is a striking 
evidence of the advantages of a cheap smd 
popular government ; but that country is not, as 
some would represent it, a paradise, any more than 
the city of New York is as yet a rival either in 
population, riches, or extent to that of London. 

In answer to the various enquiries relative to 
tlieir tJrades and professions, made by our several 
friends^ I shall now proceed briefly to give the 
purport of all the information which I have 
hitherto obtained, either by my own observation 
«r thr(High the means of the introductions given 
me ; and in doing this I shall not qonfine my^ 
sdf to their form of question and answer, as the 
same feet will in many instances reply to several 
of their queries ; and I should wish to give the 
information in as dear and compressed a man- 
ner as lies within my powar. 

Building appears brisk in the city. It is 
generally performed by contract. A person 
inte^iding to have a house erected, contracts 
with a professed builder; the builder, with a 
bricklayer; and he, with all others neces- 
sary to the completion of the design. »In 
some cases^ a builder is a sort of head workman^ 
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fi»r th0purpose of overseeing tlie others; receiving. 
fi>r hid agiency seveii-pence per day from the wages, 
of each man ; the m^ being employed and 
paid by him. There are occasional instances im 
which there is no contract, every thing Being 
paid for according to measure and value. la 
the city, houses of wood are not now allowed :. 
in the environs they are very^ general ; many of; 
them are handsome. They are commonly two 
stories, .and painted white, with green shattersr 
The expense of a frame (wood) house will be 
materialiy affected by situation : on an average 
they will cost to erect, about the same as a briek 
house in England. The builder is somettmek- 
his own timber-merchant. Indeed, all men here 
know a portion, and enter a little into every 
tiling : the necessary consequences of a cwu 
paratively new state of society. 

The timber, or (as the term is here) lumber 
yards, are not on that large and compact scale 

with which, in England, our friends C and 

M r-* are familiar. Mahogany yards are 

generally separate concerns. Oak boards are 
this day 51. 12s. 6d. per thousand feet Shfogles^ 
(an article used in substitution for tiles or slates,) 
11. 2s. 6d. per thousand feet, to which is to be 
added a duty of 15per cent. Honduras mahogany 
is five-pence halfpenny to sev^en-pence farthing 
tile superficial foot ; and iSk^Dcnningo, mne-pence 
three farthings to sevehteea-^ence halfjpenny. 

c 4 
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Mahogany is used fck cupboards, doors, and banis^ 
ters, and for all kinds of cabinet work. Curt 
maple, a native and most beautiful wood, is^dbso 
muchrs^proved. Veneer i^ in general demand, 
and n cut by machinery. Chests of drawers are 
chiefly made of St. Domingo mahogany; the 
inside is faced with boxwood: shaded veneer 
and curL m£q)le are also used forthis puipose*^ 
^L would remark, that the cabinet work executed 
in this city is light and elegant. Indeed^ I am 
inclined to believe that it is superior to English 
wpr^nanship. I have seen some with cut glass, 
instead of brass ornaments, which had a beauti- 
ful s^pearance. The retail price of a tbriee feet 
six: inch chest of drawers, well finished and of 
good quality, is 31. t6s. 6d. ; of a three feet ten, 
with brass rollers, 51. 8s. A table, three , feet 
long, four and a half wide. Si. 7s. 6d. ; dhtcf 
wiA turned legs, 41. 5s. 6d. ; three and a half 
long, five and a half wide, (plain,) 31. 12s. ; 
ditto better finished, 41. 10s. ; ladies' work 
tables, (very plain,) 18s. Cabinet-makers* shops, 
of which there are several in GreenwiehUtreet, 
contain a variety, but not a large stock. They 
are generally small concerns, apparently owned 
by journeymen who had just commenced on 
their own account. These shops are perfectly 
open, and there is seldom any person in attend- 
ance. In the centre, a board is suspended with 
the notice, « Ring the bell/' I have conversed 



^ith fieveral prcq[>rietMrs : they state their 
bus^i^ss to have been at cme time good, but that 
there is now too much competition. 
- Chair-making here, and at the tcmn of New* 
ark» ten miles distant, is an extensive businev. 
The retail price of wooden chairs is from4s«6d« 
to ds. i of curl maple with rush seat, 11$. ; of 
ditto with.cane seat, 13s. 6d. to Jl. ^. 6d.; of 
dittos most handsomely finished, ll. 9s. j so£iSy 
of the several descriptions enumerated above, 
are.the price of six chairs. I have seen in par- 
lours of genteel houses, a neat wooden chair 
which has not appeared objectionable, and of 
which' the price could not have exceeded 9s. 
Cabinet-makers, timfoer-mercfaaiits,. and builders 
complain —they all say that their trades haare 
been good, but that there is now a great in- 
crease in the numbers engaged, and that the 
times are so altered with the merchants that all 
classes feel the change very sensibly. These 
complaints I believe to be generally well founded; 
but I do not conceive the depression to be eqtial 
to that felt in England. I would also make 
some deduction from their, supposed amount of 
grievances. When did you ever know a body of 
inen admit, or even feel, that they were doing 
as much trade, as in their own estimation they 
ought? or who did not think that there weifi 
too many in their particular b]:anches? ^ EviMy 
individual desires to be a mionopolist, yet na 
wise legislator would ever exclude competitian.. 
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A good cabinet-maker, who shoidd have no 
more liian an hundred pounds atter paying the 
expenses of his voyage, would obtain a comfort- 
able livelihood; as would also an active spe* 
culating carpenter or inason under the same 
circumstances. A greater amount of capital 
would, of course, be more advantageous. 

A timber-merchant should have a capital not 
less than a thousand pounds, as he ought to pay 
cash for his stock, with the exception of 
mahogany. The wages of a journeyman car- 
penter is 7s. 10|d. per day ; of a mason, 8s. 5d. 
This difference arises, I believe, from the latter 
bdng an out-door business, which, in the winter 
months, from the extreme severity of the 
ii^eather, is of necessity suspended. Cabinets 
makers are paid by the piece. When ift 
full employment their earnings may amount 
to 508. per week : a safe average is 36s. A 
man in either of the above trades need not be 
apprehensive but that he should get a living. 

Our friends A — and N— are unfortuiiate 
in being "learned gentlemen." Lawyers are 
'as common here as paupers are in England. 
Indeed for those friends I see no kind of opening* 
' Professional men literally swarm in the United 
States. Ah anecdote is told of a gentleman 
wsdking in Broadway: a friend passing, he 
catted « Doctor,*' and immediately sixteoi per* 
Gonsi turned round to answer to the name. This 
is even more characteristic of lawyers. At almost 
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^vety private door^ cellar, or boarding-house, a 
tin piite is displayed, bearing the imcription 
** Attorney at Law/* Clerks are not in demand 
in this* or any other occupation* There are 
here no very large cohcems, and niost men lyre 
capable of attending to their own business. A 
shopman or clerk, who would receive in London 
bis boiaxd, and a salary of from SOU to lOOL 
sterling per annum, would here experience 
great difficulty in gaining a situation ;. ^nd if 
fortunate enough to obtain one, he would not 
receive more than from 3^ to 7 dollars per 
week, exclusive of board and lodging. The 
causes which generate so great a number of 
" legal friends** lie beyond the sources of my 
penetration. Perhaps we may date the ire*' 
quency of litigation to the intricacy of the pror 
fession, which is bottomed on English practice j 
while the cheapness of college instruction^ and 
the general diffusion of .moderate wealth among 
mechanics and tradesmen, enable them to 
gratify their vanity by giving their sona a 
learned education. This also opena the door 
to them for an appointment ;* and, by the way, 
the Americans are great place-hunters.. 
! As it respects distiUadcm. There are 
numerous distillers resident in the city and 
environs. Daring the late war this occupation 
yw^ prc^StaUe, in consequence, I presume, 
of tte difficulties att^dant upon imports 
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fttion. TTier^ ai^ none who carry on busipes$ 
upon an extensive scale. The capital em- 
ployed is from one to twenty thou^nd pounds. 
The articles prepared are rum, gin, and 
whisky : rum from molasses ; gin from rye 
and Indian com : malted grain is not 
used. ^Distillation is in stills made of wood, 
operated upon by steam : there is no particular 
mode required by law. There are two taxes 
paid J, the first on the yearly capacity of the 
still, the second on the spkit, per gallon. The 
last is a general government-tax, which is 
expected to be taken off the next session of 
congress. There are collectors, but no excise- 
Hien. - The oath or affirmation of the piroprietor 
is the mode prescribed by law of ascertain- 
ing the quantity distilled, which is certaiiiily 
Ciost consonant with civil liberty. Both whrfe- 
sale and retail wine and spirit sellers are 
grocers : their establishments are called grocery 
stores. A great proportion of the retail are 
small chandlers* shops, and are often deno^ 
minated grog-shops. They are usually at 
the corners of streets, and mostly owned by 
Irishmen. Their chief commodity is New 
England, or what is emphatically called 
«? Yaipkee" rum. All spirits are commonly 
drunk mixed with cold water, without sugar. 
The price per glass, at the dirti^t grog-shops, 
is two-pence. Here the liquor is of the most 



iijferior description* At the more respectable^ 
for a superior quality three-pence hall^enny« 
At, what are called taverns and portet-faouses, 
establishments similar to our second-r^te public 
houses, seven-pence. The size of the glass is 
half a gill. It is estimated that there are 1500 
spirit-shops in this city ; a fact opposed to my 
iirst impressions of American habits^ which^ on 
the point of sobriety, were favourable, judging 
from the absence of broils, and of drunkards 
in. the streets: but more attentive observatiDn, 
aided by the information of old residents, 
enables me to state that the quantity of malt- 
liquor and spirits drunk by the inhabitants of 
New York, much exceeds the amount consumed 
by the same extent of English population. The 
beastly drunkard is a character unknown here ; 
yet but too many are throughout the day under 
the influence of liquor, or what is not inap- 
propriately termed <« half and half!** a state too 
prevalent among the labouring classes and the 
negroes. Many date the source of this to the 
extremes of the climate. ; Another and a leading 
cause is, that numbers of the lower orders are 
European emigrants. They bring their habits 
with them. They are here better employed and 
better paid than they were in the country which 
gave them birth j and they partake too largely 
of the infirmities of our nature to be provident 
during th^ aunshine of pr<)sperity. 



so CARVBBS A17D GILDERS. 

Our friend C will not be displeased to 

^eara that there are here several large carvers' 
and gilders* shops. Glass-mirrors and picture- 
frames are executed with taste and elegance ; 
—but still the most superior are imported from 
England. Carved ornaments are general, though 
some composition-ornaments are used. Plate- 
n-glass is imported from France, Holland, and 
England, the latter bearing the highest price, 
i^lvering looking-glasses is a separate trade : 
there is but one silverer in Kew York, and he is 
not constantly employed. Carvers and gilders 
are paid eight-pence three farthings per houi\ 
The sade of prints and pictures is usually com- 
bined with this business. There are here two 
'gold-beaters : one of them is a Mr. Jones from 
London. Leaf^gold is frequently imported; 
but they consider their own equal to foreign, 
and it bears the same price, 40s. 6d. per packet, 
containing 20 books,, The duty on imported leaf* 
gold is fifteen per cent. A capital of from 8001. to 
20001. would be requisite for a moderately^ 
respectable concern. A j^oumeyman gilder would 
Hot succeed; a carver may do so perhaps 
rather better, but neither trades are (to use an 
Americanism) of the Rrst grade. 
^ To Mr. F I would remark, that boot and 
ihoe-makers' shops are numerous, some of them 
extensive* The price of sole-leather is lid. to 
13id.; of dressed upper ditto, lls.dd. to 15s.9d«: 
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to this is to be added a duty of SO per cent; 
Wellington-boots at the best shops are charged 
2L Os. 6d. ; shoes^ Ids. 6d. Spanish is much 
worn for upper leather^ They are made neat and — 
with taste : the workmanship appears t<) me 
quite equal to the best London. The Amencan 
leather is very inferior in quality. Native work- 
men appear as good as English. The business 
is at present dull, which, I believe, is usual at 
this season of the year. A capital of from 500 v 
to 1000 dollars is requisite in a moderate con- 
cern. A master shoe^maker will not be bene* 
fited by coming here j a journeyman may. 
C — whom we knew in London, and who is 
first rate in his line, has been earning 21. 5s* 
oer week ; but he is upon the point of going to 
Philadelphia, or perhaps to the Western country, 
as he cannot have a continuation of employe 
inent unless he works^ at an under price, * 

Mr. W. and his Son, who are dyers; would 
find some difficulty in stepping frcnn the practice 
of their large concern in — — — , to an Ame* 
rican dye-house j which, from the non-existence — 
of manufacturers in this country, must be essen- 
tially different from an English one. T^e 
brticl^ usually done here, are old clothes and 
spoiled goods.. A dyer's business in this city 
*ill best accord with an English scourer, such 
as Sansom, in Fenchurch-street. The price for 
dyeing black woollen is is* per yard, i wide ^ 



of brown ditto. Si.; red,' 2s. 6d. j -yellow, 
2s. 6d. ; scarlet, 20s. a poutid. There is no 
silk dyed in the skein, nor are there any 
silk- weavers in the United States. Fast blue 
is not done. Re-dyeing old silk is 6jd. per 
yard. English allum is from S3s. ftd. to 36s* 
per cwt., to which is to be added a duty of 
4s. 6d. ; brazilletto, l40s. to 1 60s. per ton. ; 
cochineal, 24s. 9d. pe^ pound, with a duty of 
74- per cent, j logwood,. 90s. to 112s. 6d. per 
ton. The businesses of necessity limited. It is 

, moderately good, and would not require a 
capital of more than from ^OOl. to 5001. A few 
journeymen are employed. They earn 21. ds. 
per week. , . < ^ - 

The trade of tallow-chandler is united by 
some with that of spap-boiler. Any other business 
iriay be connected with it, as' the law raises no 
difficulty on the subject. The operation of 
melting must be removed a specified . distance 
from the closely inhabited part of the city. 

_ ^ The pickle-trade is of no account, as families 
prepare their own. 

, The oil and colour-business might be com- 
bined with that of tallow-chandler, though j)er- 
haps without increased advantage. Oil is sold 
at grocery-stores, and by painters. The rent of 
a hpuse to suit an oil-business, in a fourth 
rate situation, (a better being unnecessary,) 
would be 1351. to 1501. per annum. A capital 
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of from dOOiJ to ISOOI. imtikl snftce. For 
a journejrmmn or shqfmian it is a bad trade. 
They are paid 4s. 6d. to ds. 74d. per diem. The 
chief work is done by apprentices. The Iririi 
have got the greater part of this bimness i and 
they will/if possible« prevent ian lEkiglish journey- 
man from having employment. The ^^holaude 
prices of tallow are, foreign, 6|d. to 7|d., with a 
duty of id. J American, 74d. : of soap, jDastile, 
84.d; to 9d. ; turpentine, 5|d., with a duty of l-jd. 
In -the eastern states there is a superabundance 
of native tallow: in the sbiith it is scarce, 
l^uilla iis not used : American ashes are sub- 
stituted ; they are from 8|d. to 10|d. per bushd. 
A tallow-chandler in London that can save 5(A. 
per' annum, would' not be benefited in his 
fiuMices by a removal to this country; 

Ta^rs are numerous : they are denomi* - 
nated, (in conformity with the accustomed vanity 
of the country,) " Merchant Taylors.^' Some 
keep rather large stocks of woollen piece-goods, 
all of which, 1 would remark, are of British 
manufacture. Tbe price of a superfine coat is 
ftom 71. 4s. to 81. Ss. They are paid &r making 
a common ccmt 18s. ;.a best ditto, S7s. If a 
journeyman finds the trimmings, he r^eives fbr 
a best coat 45s. to 5l8. For making trowsers, 9s* 
Af^resntices can be had for the terms of three, 
seveti, or ten years: seven is tiie usual period. 
A journeyman can have the woA of an «p- 
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pvciDtiot ittiei* him; .If n msHlMUi IkotweatveA 
hiAtkii^ Hirnot <tfco M 8q p ^ p ccmapyfaiiiiieift ; 
eampetmcy^ not legal sendtude^ beiag the 
ftauidafd.for fimploym^it ^ A joameyisan 
tsjlor I w<kild rank Mt amoDg the second nke 
tradesi so much bfiiBg done by wbnien and 
boys. A man that can cut out will be coca- 
fioiiaUy wdi paid } liie wonven not being dever 
in this department, makes tiie employment 
of ^men nec^sary. There are ready«-miidii 
ch^htaVshopo^ as m London, at which attides 
of a dieaper but inferbr descxiplioii are 8old« 
There are large quantities x^dbthing imported 
from JBngbuid, and ih&ny individuals have ti»hr 
n^gular Xx>ndon taykors. Blade and tolottred 
Canton . a:ape, black rtitf, white jean, white 
d^rill, and Nankin »e worn £« trowsen ; jean 
£»r ooats %. gingham fcnr jackets in the house : 
all of which are made by women, at firom flfl 
to iK) per cent, cheaper 4iian die labour of men. 
Anian will earn, when employed, from 36%^ td 
i54s. per week. To carry, on this trade as m 
master - and with a . xeasbdoaUe . proiqiect <^ suc- 
cess, wiUrequireacapital of gxid dCXA. toSOOOL 
Theprc^areiatga. .Moderate credit is re^ 
Cioived:;. long, credit is given. An ad^onal 
.tiylor does wnt ieem now. wanted in New Yodc^ 
yetlstbocddnot be appreheBsive of iJie anqeoss 
ixt* an^aii, of; busineesfwho was poeaefied' of the 
means above atated . 
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t liave itceistfy ieiA a book M%idi tspeOii 

Ingfaij €f liie litsr^re ^ this ewkM^* Trtim 

.wkat souroe 1h» writer derives ev]d^n<^ in 

suppoitrof his^ assertion- 1 kliow dot. -A weQ*^ 

educated American^ with whom I haVe had 

scmi6,agi«0abl8 oonVe#sation, cai>didly adnintted 

tfaeir yerj lamentable de&ciency in this psut- 

tiedtar ; and in nothiBgi peifhap9^ is thii^ mare 

decidedly showfi than in thef scardty of that 

gnst^tt ^ Utenty curiositiea — a mtive Ame- 

lican: sten^krd work* The oause^ which |iro- 

diD0e tMs I shaU endeavour to ascertiain^ wb^h I 

am more conversant with this country iild 

people^ The fact is indisputaUe. Bookisdlers'^ 

sin^ are m^imme* Gid woHcs are scarce. 

iStaodaitl woiks are tiOt so: by these I mean^ 

ifflsch « l^aks^are^ tffiltOn, Blatr, and Johtiscm. 

TTieological works (those only which 'ire 

orthodox) are common^ and I should si3|>p6^e 

itttK^h in i^nest. Harfl^y, Priefetley, and the 

jeUgiOm Writings of Loicke, are scarce ; I nmy 

say unknown. En^ish novels and poefry are 

the priA^ary articles of a bookseller^S business. 

ITi^y are Quickly rfepriited. An instance of 

dispatch %> this Khe occurred a fOTtnight dnce 

at Philadelphia. ^< Manfred^' was received, 

piinteil^ and pubN^hed aH in one day. Wafter 

iSleoet, MisriOwenson,M6ord, Miss^d^eWdfth, 

Ifisii Rittfer, stod Lord Byron, are favourites. 

The late Scotch novels have been very touch read. 
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X}ie ^ 'Btasburgh^' and ** Qoarterly RevieW 
are nprioted by Messrs. Kirk and Mercien of 
this city. English Tory writers are neither 
unl^iown nor unpopular. Booksellers deal 
in stationary and various ia^Bcy articles* 
Their stodcs are large, but^ what we should 
say in London, ill assorted. Mr. Eastbourne's, 
is the only house which contains old English, 
works. His gaaeral stock is valuable and ex« 
tensive. I purchased from him gazetteers, and 
other American works, calculated to assist me 
in travelling. The price of all (which was the 
same as at any other house) surprised me : they 
were muct) dearer than English books of . a 
similar kind and size, and also very inferior in 
quality of paper, and general execution. Mr. 
Eastbourne politely invited me to his reading 
room — an establishment valuable to the city, 
and honourably to its proprietor. The great 
attraction of this department is a variety of 
native and English newspapers, and of English 
reviews and magazines. I spent a morning hour 
here with considerable satisfaction. American 
editions of many British writings are fow^ in 
price, but not cheaper than those issuing from 
the London press j the size, as well as quality 
of paper being reduced. Folio is diminished to 
quarto, quarto to octavo, and octavo to duo- 
decimo. The American edition, for instance, of 
♦* Lalla Rookh," which I have sent you, bears no 
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cotnparis<m to that of Messrs. Ixmgtnan and Co. 
Common stationary is of American manufactare: - 
the superior, of British. Books pay upon import- 
ation SO per cent.; printing types, 20; paper, 30; 
wafers, 30 ; playing cards, 30. Native binding is - 
generally plain and common: many of the fine 
London pocket editions, bound, have been re- 
cently imported. A capital of from lOOOl. to 
40,0001. would be required in this business. — 
.Query, Would it be judicious for our friend 
to transport his capital to thisside of the Atlan- 
tic? His literary talents would indeed be a 
novelty in a New- York miscellany. 

Printers are paid 21. 5s. per week, but em- 
ployment cannot be depended upon: a great 
portion of the work is done by boys. Stereo- 
typing is practised: Messrs. — — are now en- 
gaged upon a work larger than any which has 
ever been stereotyped in England. An instance 
occurred in their office of the facility opened to 
learning a trade, in consequence of the non- 
existence of statutes to controul that which ever 
ought to be free. S , a clever, active youth, 
who had been a shopman in London, came here 
in the Lorenzo : he had letters of introduction 
from his uncle, a highly respectable man in 
'^ — Lane, to several merchants in this city. 
The door of employment was shut against S 
Driven by necessity, he resorted to carrying the 
hod, and earned a few dollars ; but the excessive 
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beat of the weather overcame him, aad, rdUn* 
qiiishirig his niew occupation, lie dbtainedti ntu«- 
BtioB ^t the stf>re of Mr. t— , in Broadway; was 
there eight months, transacting the most im* 
jiortant part of their business^i-r received 15s. 9d. 
pe;^ weelt, excluatve of board and lodging. Tired 
^ thi3 Qnprpfttable occupation, he addressed a 
flatter .tp the printers before referred to, request- 
ing le»ve to attend in tlieir office for* the pur- 
pose of learning to be a condpositor. Mi:. -*— > 
l^ough^ a istranger, liberdly consented, with the 
additional offer, that as soon -as S ■ » wasf ca^ 
pacitated, he should have the full price ftr his 
laboun 8 — —has been there three months, 
was engaged upon stereotyping a new edition o€ 
Stemhold and Hopkins, for the last month has 
receive ^ight dollars per week, is noWtxat ff 
^emplo3rment, and upon the point of widking to 
Philadelphia, (distance 96 miles,) with the in- 
tention of working on the road. 
. The Lancasterki^ ^^tem ^edwaHon is in prao- 
tice here. It has not spread so rapidly as in 
£nglimd; perhaps, because among the lower 
orders it w^s less wanted: there are 800 in. the 
schoo^ of this city j the system at present is 
confined to free schools. There is one or two 
boarding seminaries for ladies; but in general 
males and Kemales, i^ all ages, are educated at 
th^ saime establishment. The effect of this 
iMghly injudidous practice is not (at least judg.- 
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li^ ^mn tbe .sufface <pf sociely) ^at I OwM 
l^YB juxd^ipik^.^ American Ifdi^s ^^ eireh 
more distaotiuid res^ved in ^^r jnaimers than 
English : the sexes seem ranked as distinct races 

of beings, between whom social con;vlei:se^ is 

laiBly to,l^hold«. Day-scbook ar« mua^ous: 
some 6£ them respectable, iKmfe large. A teacher, 
that is, an ui^er, at uiy of theip establisbmMlp^ 
it a situation not worth the attentioQ of the 
poocett man. No species of correction is allowed: 
diil4fen, even at home, are p^ectly inde- 
pendent ; sifbordinatum bcdng foreign to the 
comprdiension of the youth as well as the aged^ 
of liiis country^ The emigrant prc^rietors ci 
seminaries are Scotch and Irish ! itn inrtance has 
not occurred of a respectable English school- 
IHastor establishing himself here. Two English 
ladies have recently commenced a boaiding'. 
school for females acly : they have been mo- 
derately successful* A capital of from one to five 
hundred pounds is essential : for a ds^-school 
none is required. The dead hmgu^g^s, 4ami^^ 
surveyii^, drawing, dancing, and French are 
taught at the superior schools : the la^tter is rather 
generally understood, and in some measure ne- 
c;essary, French families being more /frequently 
n^t with here than in England. At some 
tut the academies plays are occasicmaUy act6d, 
Tlie charges at several seminaries are, for 
ariUmiettcv reading, and writing, per annum^ 

D 4 



40 . HEKT& 

40 dcUars ; fargeogfHphy^ pfaik>nphy# a^d; (he 
Frrach language,. 60 ; for Gnek, Laftia» andl 
the nurtfaematics,. 80 dollars: these anouiiteAra • 
exdasive o£ board. 

BentSi form an impcniaat article for, your eovh 
siden^n : I have therefore been very.xmwite 
inttyeti^uiriesonilushead. Theydependomch 
iqKm situation. In the skitt^ of llie toivai a. ver3r 
sntfdl house, one story high, the front Tootnfiot 
&iiiode]*ate ssae, the back less, but snaked^ a 
bed,: and .^h one; room in the attic story,: is 
from J^.;^ ^^* P^ annum. This claw:. q£ 
h<Hi9es^» similar to the.least of thos^ tn Som^is^ 
Town, Comsiercial-Road, and the sew lanes in 
Wldworth. A mechanic who has a fiimily cm 
have two smiiM jooms ^or IdL^ayear. About' 
half a mile out oF the city is a small tworstoi^ 
hotts^ 10 which Mr. •— «— has two rooms on the 
£rst floor, and two closet bed-rooms on the^aame, 
onie room in the garret, and Uiense o£th€ kiuktsa^ 
for which he^ pa^ @4J. 10s. per amium,^ tha. 
laadloard pays the taxes in hotii the above. in- 
stmces. I woul4 remark, that many houtes 
have closets betwieen diaif rooms which serve 
for a bed, pr someliines are used as a pantry. It 
is fikp no uncommon occurr^ce for temjKa::ary 
beds to be laid out in dimng^ropms amd padours : 
jthey, of coursei ^re removed sufficiently early 
in file moroir^ to pr^qnt iocQpvemence* M 
the dktwct of a mile from the C4ty, a pmum-oi 
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the na^ q£ ^Biehaixh. bm^ht a smidl brick 
botMi^ cotttaiDh^ two kitchens ia the baiemeiit> 
aoB front room, tolerable size>. and one small 
back room on the ground floor, a ditto on the 
first floor, and three bed»£Ooms in the attic, fm 
SOOLv Garrets generally have i>o.:ceiltng% A 
yeiy smaU house,, in/a sitnatum not conyeoieat 
for business, containingin aU. six rooms, is «or& 
firom 75L to:>80L a*<.yev;.a.sisBtlar.hoii8e, in a 
bettec sitoatioi^ 96L to. lOfiL ; a ditto in a good 
street for: bmmiess, ISOL to 1401. ; a. ditto in 
firil>raete retail situoticm. I60L to 3001. per an* 
num;v You will remark^ that this is the smallest 
class 1^ houses. Thehansein "vi^ucli I amnow 
writuig is No. 53, Dejif-street : it is neither good 
nor bad. in point of ntuajion or gentility, being 
ofx^.simflar dltts to those in Hatton-Garden, 
London: it contains a kitchen and servant's 
bed*room umler groondi;. a . dinic^-coom, small 
pdrioMtrrand an intermcidiate clowtcn the ground 
floeiJ; a drapdngritxxn. and laige. bed-room on 
the flr^^floor, three. bed:'rooii» on the saamd, 
threi^ .in the attijc, and a smAllback yard f tho 
rent ia @02L IQs. and the taxes ill. Ss. Observe, 
these lare . the city and state, . not .United- States 
tajtes. A sicniktr bouse to tiiis, in a Jb^ r^Ot 
private boose situation, would be dQ6i. to S5<M^ 
per asnupd : iieeie it appropriated t9 bnsiiMss the 
ji^nt woid4 be :h%hel*; "Hie ccoitcffn at whJeh 
S-^««p-^liiw| is ill that pcMt of Bro 
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irst rate £t^ retail trade ; the rent of the0hq[> md 
cellar oidy is 2991* 10$. ^ the appor pact ik tiie 
boiiie letB for 247U 10s. A bouae and.shq^^ 
equal in rize and situation to those ateemed the 
bestih White-ehi^pel, Fore«street^ and the Surrey 
lide^rf'Blaok^'fmars, would be 9^* to 860L per 
annum : a dikto, ditto to l^ose in Oxford-street, 
Bisti!^[i^gitef>Within, the best parts of HoUbom 
and Gnu:e-^hurclK8(3*e^ would be 4001. to (SOU. 
per annum. I am infom^ that Mn Eastbouroe^ 
thee very respectable bookseller be&ire referred to^ 
has bought bis house, for which he gave ^060 
dollars: this houseasid situation I ^ould esteem 
to be parallel with^Mr. Waithman's, the oomer 
oi* Bridge-street. Two moderate-sized houses 
111 Wall-street, (the Lombard-street of New 
> York,) were leoentLy taken< on lease by Mr. QH^ 
UQXI4 fc»r:the purpose of an inn : he engaged to 
pay 14)7L iQs. per annum ; the concern did not 
rwdize his expectations} he put up at puhik 
auction a nine years' lease, which it ia said was 
knocked down to Mr. St. John for ^87L 10s. 
per aAnum. Ground lots for building, even in 
the suburbs, are enoimcmsly dear. 

To state the comparadve expenditure for do- 
meatic wants^ I find a difficult part of my com- 
munication. There are few fhmilies who keep 
mi atfoount of this essential portion (^ femily 
economy j and still fewer who have any know- 
ledge crf'jf^cirnecessMy expenses. Thefelhming 



&t of prices tmy bt of some aanstance to yoai 
bed" iii from 9}d: to 6d.pw pound; mutioli, a|d; 
to i5|d. ; Tekl) 5d. to 6|d. ; ham and bacon, 7|di 
to l<^d.; dried beef, 8|d.; fowls, Is. '9|d. to 
is. 9d. a pair; dUeks, ^ Sd. to Ss. 9d. a^pair ; 
geese^ 9s* dd. to Bs. lid. eacb; turki^^6s» 4{d» 
to ds<7j(d. each ; pbiir, 6|d/ to 8d* a pound ; 
Btittor (fr^), lAd« to^Oid. ; eggs, nine|br6|d.; 
cbeitee, oVd,d|d.5Mw;6id., Englisb^ 10d« tol6d.t 
I have see^ biit little of this article nsed ; t&at 
which is of AAieifioaii manufacture is ektremelj 
liad: potatoes, Ss. 4|d. per bui^l; oabbag^s^id. 
each ; turnips, Ss. 3|d. p^r bushd ; peas, 6}d. to 
IQd. per peck ; salt, Ss* Sd. p«sr bushel; mflk> tffd, . 
per qiiait ; common €sh, 8d. to 9id. per )KHind ; 
salmon. Is. l-^d. to 9s. 44d. per poljnd; browtt 
Wif, 6^d. ; white ditto dressed, 8|d. per pound ; 
candles, 8|d. per pound ; motdd ditto. Is. ; fiout 
pelr barrel (weighing 196 pounds) is, <^the best 
Kew York, 46s. 6dl to 49s. K>fd. ; middling 
4iitto> S6s. to 40s. 6d. ; rye, 81s. • 6d. ; Phila- 
delphia flour, 4fe. 1{^. to 47i^ 9d. ; Indian 
ditto, S8s. 9d. to 4l8. 6d. ; hogshead of dftt^ 
weighing 800 pounds, 146s. 6d. to li58Sf ; wheat, 
7s. 10|d. to 9s. per bushel ; rye, 68. 4d. ditto ; 
baffey, 6s. 4d. ditto ; oats. Is. lOd. ; h<^, 19s. to 
Sts. Ofd. per pound; foreign feathers, lS|d. to 
14d. a pound ^ American ditto, 8s. 1 id. ; a loitfef 
bread wdghing 17 bz., d|d. ; a ditto, 34 oz., 7d. ; 
mustard, 8s. to 4s. a pound ; table beer, 5s. 7|d. 
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for dgtUomi cotnmofi ale, 5|d. per quart ; best 
ditto, 7d., irine measure j a cask of 9 gallons of 
dittD, 94s. 9d. ; apples, lOd. per peck ; lobsters, 
2|d. per pound ; onions, (an article much used,) 
3|d. a rope ; cucumbers, 5 for Is. II^m common 
brown rnxgax^jd. apound ; East India ditto, 10|d. ; 
lump ditto, lS|d. ; best jditto, l6d.; raw coffee 
hythebag, lOfd. apound ; souchong tea, 4s. 6d. 
to 5b. 7d.' a pound ; hyson, 5s. 7d. to 6s. 2d. ; 
gunpowder, 10s. Ifd. ; Hie quality of provisions 
r think is in general very good : the beef is ex- 
cdlent, mutton rather inferior to ours ; fi)wls 
are much larger;but not better eating than the 
English. Candles are inferior to English ; ^ap 
perhaps superior, at least less is required than of 

.ours for any given purpose. 

' Boarding. — P«sons who ajce not house-keepers 
gedtraUy live at boarding*houses or hotelsl A 
meehatiiie pays for his board and lodging ISs. QA. 
t^ 18s; per week ; the usual, price is 15s. 9d, ; for 
which be has 9 meals a-day, coffee with fish or m^at 
for breakfftst ; a hot dinner ; and tea (called sup- 
per) in theevening ; atwhich last the table is filled 
with cheese, biscuits, (called Boston crackers,) 
moksseis, and slices of raw dried beef. Boarding^ 
at a moderately respectable housQ is 8 dollars a 
week, for what is termed " a transient man ;'* or, 
at thie same house, 5 to 6 dollars per week for a 
three or six months' resident. Prices vary from 

• 8 dollars to 14 dollars a-week according to 
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situatioQ, accQmB[K)dati(HV and ireapectaliHity*^ 
Very^ f^w allow four meals a-d«Xf a»ai tka|t ki^ 
by Mrs, Bradish : indeed I am infinmed tbal^ 
M^^t B/sJs the best lKiardii^*hQu$e in the Vmbtd^ 
States. 

Clothing and domeatic utensiif are- chiefly of — 
British manufacture : they are from 25 to 140 
per cent, dearer than in England; Indian gbedS' 
are much cheajper than with you: silktpo^tt-' 
handkerchiefs not mm?e than half the prke« 
Canton crapes for ladies' dresses very moderate 
— in England tliey are prohibited : p^hapsthiM^ 
are few articles to equal these for gentility com- 
bined withecoBomy and elegance. French sSk%' 
&ncy articles, and ladies' gloves are also cbeap.^^ 

Religion^ — Upon this interesting topic I woiUd 
repe£(t, what indeed you are already ac^oanted 
with/ that legally there is the n^st unHmifeed' 
liberty. There is no state religioi^ ^mdno govmti* 
ment prosecution of individuals for-oonseieiK^ 
sake^ Whether those halcyop^ys> which I think 
would att^id a similar state of things iii#iigia|^ 
are in existence here, must be left far>iiitara 
observation. There are five Dutch fte&ifmed 
churches; six Presbyterian jtiiireeAasociftttd 
Reformed ditto ; one Associated Predbytenaii^ * 
one Reformed ditto i five M^h^xikt ^ twa iditlgi 
for blacks; one Geisman Rdorm^jVog^ £ije»^ \ 

gelical Lutheran y oneMwavian ; four Triniiiaijip 
Baptist ; one Uniyersalist:} tiro C^itholic ; three 
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Quaker; mi^ VfieMiipB&mi om^Jevn^ %«uu 
gilgtiei and to this I woold add a moatl Mtetag 
wUch b bat little knowi^ at:which the piieat 
is diqienied witi^ eveiy member foUowkig ndiat 
they call the apostolic plaQ of instructing eadi^ 
o^f» and ^^ buildiDg one another up in tbdr 
nof t holy faith/' The Presbytarian and B;^ 
ceyaljan or Church of £h|^nd sects take the 
precedence in numbers and in reeq^eetalodity. 
Their ministers receive from two to e%ht thou- 

.^.^nd dollars per annum. All torches are 'mU 
filled : they are the faduonable places for dK^ 
j^; and the sermons and talents of the minister 
ofisr never-endii^ subjects of interest when soiaal 
coomrse has beeni exhawted upon the bad con- 
duct and inferior nature of niggars (negroes) ; 
the price cf flour at Liverpool ; the e^tUM of 
tkMT OmsurriSref and the battle c^ New Orleans. 
The perfect equality of all sects seems to hai;^ 
deadened party feeting : controversy is but Mtiie 

. knolin. The great proportsm of aitendants «t 
^y pertksalar church appear to select it either 
beoai^ they are acquainted with the preacher^ 
or thsit k is frequented by fashioiudble eam^ 
ftOff or thear gr^t grtedmother went there 
befi^ the Betahttion^ or because (what will 
genArdBje have a greater we^t than all these 
reasons^) tk$fr mOtnU wMl be prcmQted iff ik^ 

1 la.drtig. 

LicctncealurA .mt neceamy^ for eii^ier the 
preacher or place of meeting. According to 



tiie GdiitiMtita o£ the State of Ne«(^ Y<frk, iM 
mttifater €iC &« 'gdspeV ot pna^ ^ any ck* 
nmninatieDt can eVer hold any avil <Nr nulttftiy 
offiee or pbtod wi^bia Ike %fate. In ] 806^ % law 
yn» pa^ssed, atttiioriztng. toy religious deliOfl^^ 
aeti(»i to appoint trusteesi for the purpose of 
duperiiitefidit^ the temporal concerns of their 
reipectiv^tsongregatitos. ^h^etrasto69Afieoln^ 
by tHit Mt, a body ic;off>ocifte| ami Cf^pi^le df 
all lepd traosactioiis, oa behalf of the' 6cnfigre«' 
girtiion t they are aUowed, on the part of the 
wbcdc^ to hold estates^ which mity produce 
dOOOdoHaars ammaliy. Theepiieopallans di£^, I 
beHeve, in B^hit% froA their estailt^eM bretfarat 
in England^ ex<^pt ^at ikej do Hot 'fytm ^ 
part of the slate: they hafve tboi/ bbAi^, i$t. 
te m Great Britain. Mimsters^ of dyir partis arte 
wdained: they are exempt from military M^ 
i^ice. A case recently occiirj^«dii» IfllMK ^ 
tradeaiami, "who accj^iooalfy' offidirte^^i w«M4a^ 
iiamd eecraiptythoagh Im^ had not been. (krdai«k 
ed( I ieel little hopes <tf eonveyiiig ttf yoii 
a i&itibfid portrait«ire t>f this pec^le^ iif fl^^ ]Mn 
l%toua character :' they ^ffier essentially irOm 
the Eag^ish secten^, itt being mete edieiM% 
bigottedy more intotorantjf mi: liiaw^^mpilM 
of the SaHptuteSi Their fi^edom fn^ hfttiito 
of thinking tseemr to etsamktB fiemik Ab cold 
tndifer^»^e c^ their constitntional chtfMt^-; 
and their '^iikichmg no imp^rlkmim Ai iHv^rii^Uon. 
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There is aho anotber fealiife in th«ir MUgious 
nattonai charaeter,: which wjH be coneideKd by ^ 
diflbrent men in opposite points of view. I do 
not discover those '42^fjnc^e marks which are* 
eaUed forth in £ngland by sectaaicnkm. There 
is nM the ariitocmcy of the estabUshmeiit, ; th^ 
sourness of the presbyterim, or the ^anctified^ 
melsBcholy of the methodist A cold unifMtn 
bigotry seems to pervade all parties ; equally in- 
accetsable to argument;, opposed to investigaticHi, 
and, I fear, indifferent about truth : as it is, even 
the proud pharisaicalquaker I4f>pear8 underamore 
chilling and more freezing atmosphere in this 
Mw woxld« C«i it foe possible, that the non-exkt- 
ence (rf* rdigious oppression has lessened reii- 
gioua knowledge, uad made m^i superstiticMudy 
d^endent up(m outward form instead qf internal 

" MiUUirsfSmvice.'-^The laws upon this4ob- 
ject vary, I believe^ in the several s^BiM* In 
that of New York, evecy male inhabitant caii^Jbe 
cid]$d out, fi:om the age of 18^ 4^, on actual 
miiitaiy duty. Durkig^ state of peace, there are 
Mveh musters annually : thd fine for non-att^^d* 
iSHea is> each tim^ five doUars. Commjmding 
flflbeiB halMsdiscnttonarypower to receive sub^ld* 
tutes. An instance bftheir easiness to be pleased 
was^rdated to me by Mr. * i, atrpdew^an of 
thia4at|r. He never att^ids tiie muster, but» to 
avoid the fine^^ aoids scune one;of bas men,' who 
answers to his name; the same man is not invari* 



9li^tw4l|Hii^0lt1pWftde t inlibfli, Mr. *-^^^ iltitfl 

elerk^ sometime 009 of die brewers, dt o^teri 
a dii^^ttttei: ^nd t& ^nh tltti miKtArjr fiin- 
t^ti]me» afierioc^ » (^;m dinpeinsd with, fiw 
the lAme ircmvcnaierft wartike ^reapcm^^a ccidg«l« 

Gatirts*>maitial hava tiie povar of mit^aiiBg 
tti^ fine, when a satisfaeteiy causa of afaMSieeib 
a»l%ncid^ and in cases of fovMty. I empot 
cQMmy etftam mfeipxmtion upon l^al ^etem^^ 
lio^flk Ji^rmg a paiod of thrae niimtiis iii the 
)il9 iviarj a^iflial law aotiited) and n&KSilb«tittitet 
were received. Alliens werei^ptcaliidootit; In 
th^ adjoining st^e (Jersey) ^y wtre com- 
pelled to serve. Instances occurred of residents, 
who had not taken up their citizenship, being 
JMMwhadi^ fo]!ty liiiles b^nmd (ade-vntter. 

You) win pixdbably: expect some suirate 'fixm 
lim a»t to y^vf emigvBiwni At preamt I cmi 
MnAj! fikman optnicm.;) that is^^ shcb m. oM as 
.irHbiNE'ie deserving ^ r^pect. Ttmfteauiiag 
w&moMkimi faiB bam xUBaectak frmn^mmi&tom 
wurqei^. and with^ as fQi»rh cafe orad disocoimi- 
atimi ias I am capable of eiiercimng. ' it may 
partfy^enableyou toodfawjpdiaa^awii (tbnchni^fis, 
whieh I sh^ gre^^ porefer to a depc^sdcsice 
upoft my judgment llnxs modh I can safdy 
say of itfiss cous^, that every indil«tridira man 
maf o&tain aHi^g here ; but thai it ik not that 
poUtic^ Elyibko/ whidi a certain tmpriteci^led 
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author and bookseller has so floridly described, 
(ind which the imaginations of many have fondly 
anticipated. 

In a few months I hope to be enabled to 
speak of America with more decision. That the 
Deity may bless me with a competent and dis- 
cerning mind, and that all your steps may be 
directed aright, is my ardent and sincere prayer. 

The Amity will sail in a few hoars ; I must 
therefore conclude. In my iiext report, which 
win be sent by captain Foreman, of the Wash- 
ingtCH), I dball forward some particulars oi the 
interior of this state. 

The following letter has just come to hand. 

^ Sir, 

" Utiderstandii^ from Miss -> 

^ of Bostmiv who came witb Mrs. Quincy 
.« Ad^uns, that you SMre looking out for a set- 
<f> ttement^ I beg to pfier one, which I think 
^ may answer your purpose. It: is at Fishkill- 
« landing, <m tibe banks of the Hudson : six- 
« teen frame buildings, with a church, are 
« already erected. There is dso a good lot of 
<< land. The whole I am disposed to sell on 
** moderate terms, and with a liberal credit. 
<f For reference, I refer you to die late pre- 
r«« sident, at Quincy. The distance is 60 miles 
<*^ from die city of New York. Sloops smd steam- 
<« boats pass every day. I shsU feel much 
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" pleasure in receiving a visit from you, pre- 
•* vious to your return to Europe. 

" J. P. De Wint. 

** Fishkill-landing, 
** State of New York*" 

%* Tlie present report will be taken by Mr. Berthel^t, 
of the house of Berthelet and Reev^ of Montreal ; a 
gentleman who is going to pursue his medical studies in 
London, and who has politely consented to be the 
bearer of tbk» He sails in the Amity, for Liverpod, 
on the 4 th September. 
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COURTS or LAW IN NEW YORK. — SLOOr OP WAR, ONTARIO. 

— SLAVERY; ANECDOTE OF A BLACK BARBER.— r VISIT 

' TO MR. COBBBTT. — SOIL AND AORICDLTDRE OF LONG 

ISLAND. — niCEB OP STOCK, AND OF LAUD. — MAN 

KAtTRN, OR YORK ISLAND. — COUNTRY HOVSRS TO BR 

. SOLD; PRICR9. — NEWARK, IN JRR«BY. — FXBHKILL, ON 

THE HUDSON. — MR.DE W1NT*S PROPERTY. AMERICAN 

dCRVANTS. — NEWBUROH. — NO NATIONAL MONUMENT 
TO WASHINOtON. — AMERICAN EMIGRATION TO GA- 
ITADA. — COTTON MANUFACTORY. — RETURN T0 NEW 
YO^Ri^ — ACADIMT OF Fimi ARTS^ -^ MPECaU ANICAX 

, PANORAMA. — THEATRE. — SHAMROCK SOCMTY.— WHAT . 
CLASSES OF -EMIGRANTS ARE LIKELY TO SUCCEED, AND 
WHAT ARE NOT. 

Newburgb, on ike banks^of thie Hudson. 

In my last report, conveyed by the politeness 
of Mr. Berthel^t, I gave particulars of various 
trades and professions. Tlieir length prevented 
me from entering into those minor details, 
which perhaps may not be without their utility. 
My residence in this country has yet been but 
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i^ort Whatever may have been my exertions 
aufd enquiries, I am not yet sufBciently familiar- 
ised to the habits and character df the people, 
to feel confident in my impressions. Minute 
tiraits and occun^encesi apparently tricing, fre- 
quently attract my notice ; as I conceive k is 
by means of these, that we are frequently best 
enabled to form a correct esthnate, either of an 
individual or of an entire community. 

The 9ti^ of Auguist was, I believe, die date of 
my first communication. 

On the lOth^ t attended at the city-hall, to 
witness an expected trial of our captain, on the 
dhii^ge >yf thei^econd i^teward, for alleged ill 
lisa^e nseverai' passengers aiid sailors wei« in 
waiting to give evidence on both ^des. I felt 
Ti^oiced to see even the latter j though, when 
on^ board, they had little of my respect : but 
sQch is the attachment created by a long aea 
voya^. This frid Mm fifth dn tfa^ list j the tktie 
spent in waiting 1 felt as no demand on my pa- 
tience : my mind was occupied ; the objects with 
which 1 was surrounded interested, because they 
were novet to me- The court is in size about one- 
fourth larger than the lord mayor's court in the 
Mansion-house* The presiding judge was a young 
man about S6 ; tall, thin, sallow, serious^ and un- 
interesting: his dress was a long loose greats 
coat and trowsers. The counsel were of similar 
ages and appearance. The commencement of 

E S 
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the fir^t tri^ . was dpUyed from the want of 
jurymen.: . twenty-four liad been summoned; 
sev^n only were, in ajttendance. TheJuiJge pror 
posed that the first iivje should be taken from 
apiiong th^ by-standers, who were from fifty to> 
sixty, in number. This proposition was op- 
posed by the counsel for the plaintifl^ who, 
among other ar^puments, urged the possibility 
that five so chosen might not all be citizens of; 
the United States. This was overruled, and $he 
trial proceeded. It was of a petty nature, not. 
possessed of features useful to cpmmunicajtje : the 
decision seemed to me just. The technical, 
language used, was borrowed from English pxac- 
tice^ the general effect different, especially iflj 
the perfect equality of judge, counsel, jury, tip- 
staff, and auditors. Our case was called : it was^ 
not tried, in consequence of, I believe, the well-^ 
^jdiid management of counsel. I^^in infojrnji^4». 
5<^Qn good authority^^ that great corruption e^-, 
ists in those minor courts- The jud^e is said to. 
have a good undmstanding with the constable : 
he receives too, a larger sum in cases qf conviction 
than 171 those ofacquittuL It is indisputable th^t 
the constables are remarkably anxious for jobs j 
and that the judge strongly participates in their 
feelings. An important legal officer here^ has 
been long known to practise the most disgrace- 
ful imposition j but his poHtical views are in^ 
agreement with tho^e of t^^ |^te government,. 
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and therefore he retaiiis his situatioiu My ioi'' 
pressions bf the court just referred to wece^ 
that it presented a charact^ o£ more simplicity^ 
(if the term be allowable ia any case where law*» 
yers are concerned)) but of less dignity, than 
those with which we are familiar. The justice 
awarded in each is perhaps about upon an' 
equality: at least I see nofairreascm to give 
the preference to this side of the Atlantic. 

Whed^ my boarding-house I am not unoccu- 
pied in observing the characters and conduct 
^ fellow-residents. The manners of Americans^ 
differ widely from those of Englishmen : they" 
sU'e more easy, but less polite. A desire to please 
does not eieem t6 form a feature of the natiimal 
character^ Their easiness of address seems not 
the result of reflection, or the pcdish of good so- 
ciety; but appears to proceed from the general' 
diffusion of moderate wedth, and the naiional' 
civil institutions. Every man feels not merely' 
imlep^ideM in his political, but also in his 
personal condition. The indiviikial acts and 
thinks as an individual; imd society seems to 
have dimlhAhed charms for men, who imagine 
tbat tiiey have sufficient resources within them* 
selves. 

The following day. Major Biddle, of the United 
States* army, had the poUteness to take me^ ia 
the garrison boat on board the sliip ci ^na^ 
Ontario^ which liis brother ccmimanded. Stte u^ 

£ 4 
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S6 THE SHIP OMWAmO. 

^mtmg to tdie Ba£ ommmmm^^ to Softtfet 
AttMiicft. Tbk vessri i&lre«wkably: fine of iwc 
cbte: ste «nies tw^oiy ilacty4w> pounclem 
aftdtn^iwdvn. Gaptmi fiidkne^ diikkigiiiAbQd 
for kts bra^rery in ^ late vrar^ wn in a h«fe« 
mock on deck, being indt^pwcd with a slight 
fever, ta were several oi* hie officers anA 4fWf : 
Ins/iieoeptimi of ine was most liberal and gentle- 
manly, 

I. was nmdi pleach witii one of the Lfeu- 
tenant* Having adverted to their na(val vieto'* 
ijea, be very modestly replied, ** I make no daitn 
^\io supomr^y over the British Men iw^cft 
** be braver tfcan they are; bnt they w^re too 
<! confident of ^uoeass, and that f^^i^ hasde- 
'^ feated men in miuiy things besides bat^. 
« Besides which. Sir, their long unrivalled suc- 
*^ ems^ jcau»3d them to be lax in their dis* 
•* GtpW, *hile, on the cwtfaryi w» ac? RfMP^-* 
^ -al^stnetmoirs: our disci^ajfoie is a^iaod^l^ 
<< inihat par|te«lar» and nothing qn be done. 
*f ndthowt It at sea/' 

13^ Mmf^tmif^fi 0i^m^ in vth^ United ^fsA^ 
hwt I Jomr, loi^beei} to yw ajl; a suif^ bQ^ 
off«|ir^ fOid aatonistoten);. ^ew ¥wk ja teaU^d 
a <* free state :" that it may be so Aix^are/^^fjlK^ 
(}r When e»ttpar0d witb lt$ s<^^^ri9 JH^MspniPs, 
tito» jeifOt;ifmpftre4 to^fcpn1» t Iwt if, ifi-£n|^aiq!^ . 
W!^.£a^ inrtli^ 3]trn^ n»wqi»»p«r 9111^ ;i>4ferti§«h 
aflie«lis< a^^ the Mowtni^ iii* ^qu1j[|[ xcw^ 



Tte fim^s fr<iiii tte^^^N^ ¥«k Daily Ad^ 
^e papei^ frMi ivlrfch I >«»t^t«tfcted fk e Mccttid $ 
^hat j»i««»3e^ I ^&ftr thwe ai?e few ivlioi;rottkl 

^ ** TO BE SOLD, 

^^ A Senriiit woopMi apqoaintiad with botl^ ^Uy «nd 
<^ cpuntrj business about 30 years of age^ and sold 
** becituse she wistes to change h^r plaee. Enquire at 
•* this office, or at 91 Cheri'y-^treet.^ * ' 

.« FOR SALE OR HIBE, , 

' ^ A lil^el^. y^&Wg Man Servaof^ i^ober, ho^est^ .f^ 
** well behavad. He would «uit very well for a house 
** servant qr gentleman^s waiter, being accustomed to 
^* both, tenquire at this office.** 

The M«ml>«i^ <^bl^e)^wlJ^ oHy ii v^gsfrt? ' 
th^yhave imiim t^ n '' Wiibeirftmre Sooiety ("^ 
91^ J^k irfNm tlteJBo^islMaaQ/dbois^iMime tboy 
hi^e t9^(n as £hie greatt wviour c^ tftioir. mce* 
At JMIl&Jini^VlK>wdn)g4^^ l^Aivkv^^tm 
w)#eHB^v(iW find iHsbcnild cttqipaiie^wre wenr 
i9f AwMftTOjt imd 0^^^ bomikrs*, atJeMkifetMn 
l^imi^^ A^Mgfo ^i)d, about^aix ye4i» <«r af0^ 
^i^ imift^!li|t>ii tia ai; tea :^ «fae atifstqi^ #«cl 

»faa»»gt»ll?n fflj|tll l^ ^ Tiny 
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lie about, clinging to the boards as thdugb tiiat 
bad been the spot on which they had vegetated: 
several belonged to families from the south, and 
were, as a matter of course, held in ufxtrndUkmal 
sbwery. The men, whether regular servants of 
the house or not, equally attended upon all at 
table. There was one waiter on an average to 
four gentlemen; yet such was t^ want of 
system observed, that few could obtain what 
Jheyd^red. Soon after landing I called at 
a hair-dresser's in Broadway, nearly opposite 
the city-hall : the man in the shop was a negro* 
He had nearly finished with me wlien a black 
man, very respectably dressed, came into the 
riidp and sat down. ^ The barber enquired if 
he wanted the proprietor or his boss, as he 
termed him, who was also a Uack : the answer 
was in the negative ; but that he wished to 
have his hair <cut. My man turned upon his 
hed, and witii the greatest contempt, mtittered 
in a to«ie of proud importance, « We do n<* 
<« cut coloured men here. Sir.*' The poor 
Itilow walked out without replying, exhibiting 
fb his countenance confustcm, humiliation, and 
mortification. I immediately requested that if 
tlie refnsal was on account of my being present, 
he mig^ be called back. Hie hair-dresser waS 
astonished : ** You cannot be in earnest, IS^,'' he 
Mid. I assured him that I was M, and that I 
was mueh conoemedin witnessiug the refttsal 
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from np other c^us^ thw that bis skin was of » 
d^]$;er tioge ^hap. my awn. He stopped the 
iPQtion of his scissar^ j and after apa^ise of some 
seconds, in which^ his eyefi^ were fixfd upon my 
face, he said, " Why, I gness a^how^ Sir, what 
** ypu say is mighty elegant, and ypu're an ele- 

V garit man^ but I guess you are i^ot of (ibes^ 
^' part;s."-|-" I am from England,*' said I,^ 
** where we have neither so cheap nor so ^n- 
*^ lightened a^ government as yours, but we 
*V have no slaves/' -^ " Ay, I guessed ypu Wi?re 
^Vjiot ??isied here^ you salt- water people are 
V, mighty J grand to qoloured pfopl^; ypu are 
tf .not so proud, apd I guc^ ypH haiya mp{<e^ 
*^ to^ bi? prpud off ^ow I r^kon yojt do nott 

V , know that my boss would ppt hav€^v^ fiiingl^t 
** y^S ^ clever gentlemaj^ ^ome to his* s^i^Cji^ 
** if he cut coloured men 5 now my bc^ss, J^ 
** gue^ij ordered me l;o t^rn out^very (^k>^i«ed 
f* ,m^n from the store rkpbtca^vayy au4 if I did 
**./iot, he would send m^ off §liqk; for the slifgij^ 
*' ijaest gentlen^an in York wpuV^ qot.^m/^ to 
V^ his store if colouried men weJ^e let w j but ^^ 
if .kno\y all ti^\at; Sir, I guess, without fny t^jyiiq^ 
" ypu; y9U ar^ an elegant gentleman tpft, Sir-**: 
I ;^siH;ed hiift ^t I was, igfiQxmt ot[ tfee, :6j^ 
wbiph he s^tedj but whicfb* frQ».1ib§ wnw^t- 
ijljps oJ[; hi^ ni^pn^r, I <;pnc;lu4e4 m«st b^.tnifi, 
'f And ypu, c;Qmie all tbe w?y rij^|; i^w^fyom 
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« i gaessi that yoa come from ih^ firam your 
<< tongue ; you have no hardness like^ I guess, iu 
" youi- speakti^ j you talk almost as well as we 
" do, and that is what I never see, I guess, in 
** a getitleman so lately from E^land. I^esa 
" yotilr talk is> within a grade as good as ours. 
^ You area mighty elegant gentleman, and if you 
*^ will tell me where you keep, I will bring some 
" of my coloured friends to visit yoa^ Wdl, you 
^* must be a smart man to come from England, 
^ and talk En^ish as well as we do that were 
** raised id this country/' At the dinnerstatde 
I commenced a xelation of this loccurrence to 
tl^^ American gentl^nan, one of whom was a 
doctor, the crthers were iti tlielibw: they were 
iften of education aiidisf liberal opinions. Wh^ot 
I arrived at the point of the black bdng turned 
out, they exclaimed, <* Ay right,' perfectly r%hl^ 
^* I would never go to a barber's where a ccdoured 
^ man was cut !" Obse^j^e, these gentlemen were 
not frdm the south j they ate residents of Jfjp^ 
YoA, 4aid I believe were born there. I was 
vqpcgi the point of ex{»?essing my opinion, but 
withheld it, thinking it wise to look at every 
tlubg as it stood, and form a deliberate judg- 
d^eotwh^ft every feature was finally before me. 
ThWywere amused with the barber's conceitabout 
th^ English language, which I understand is by 
4c^fio ttieaiiB ajingulftr view of the stdbject. 

51ie :*a:clttribii <rf Wtoks from the phteesof 
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piri)lic wprsh^ where wbi|:es $iUtend^ I stated at f 
theCGpimeocement. In perifectcoiiformi^^ ; 

tibis ^nit is ^e fact, that the most degraded^' 
white will not walk or eat with & oegro ; sq that, ! 
aiitehpugh Newi^Tork is a free state^ it is such 
onfy on parchment : the black Americans are in 
it practical^ and poUttcally slaves ;. the laws^ <^ 
the mkid being, after all, infinitely more strong 
and more eStetive than those of the statute 
book; and it is these /s^^fo/ legi^ftive eiiaqt* 
ments, operating in too" many cases besides this 
pf tfeei poor negTP^ .which e^i^citelpit little ref 
spc^ fpr^the Amencasi ch^^ 

Auga$t iilstm (Yqu ^ee; J aip nojtiVery ^^fig^^ 
in my chr^ologyv wishing rath^ to throw ray 
ideas m the saiqe su]bject as nearly as I cw to- 
geti^,) On this day I went to Lo9g^ Islaodf 
for^ha^purppse of visiting fti^.Cobhetty ^iMy^e^ 
Park Fat^; w)^g^ Js 18 miles distant front the 
dyty, Iha^Bw^iprj^yiwipi^^rs^naJ k^^ 
hit.Q^^ nw IumI; I lejtt^S; pf inly^oduQ^ianr tp 
him J b«* be^if^ip^ ^^t^.cQ^\A.^J^^^^ 

atioft s^y4,?4sm *^i^ 

{eeU|)g a strooji^gYd^^^ tp| se^ a chajff^:itbr ae^ c:e« 
lebrdb^}^, t resolved tp] ff^regpi the usual pre^ 
reqpisi^ iii cs^lmg upoUjastrangef. The coii* 
vey^nce from tlie city to Brooklyn^ on Lpng^ 
I^lan^ is by a steam ferry-boat : the East River, 
at this point, is about one-third wider than the 
Thaaaa^ ^t Greenwich : horses and carriages ^^ 
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driven into the boat, those who ride seldom dft- 
moanting. In order that I might be in time for 
the stage, I did not go to my lodgings for din- 
ner, supposing that as Brooklyn was a place of 
considerable population, I shofuld find no tKflS- 
colty in obtaining an article so necessary^ for S 
traveller. Tfound there several places of public 
entertainment, the signs and outward aj[)j^ear* 
anfce of which bespoke a similarity to l^ish 
taverns. The first into nHiich I went hM one 
large public room, without a table, or, I hcf- 
lieve, a chair, with a bar railed off like a JprisotL 
The inhabitant of tkk department was not dis^ 
similar to many of his coimtrymen : tall, tliin, 
yellow, cold, suspicious, and sflent. At ^is' pla^ 
I did not venture id make kntown my wants, t 
pl^ed several dthers before I presumed td^ftek^ 
& i^iecond attempt : when I did to, it was a:t i 
«« Tavern and Hotel ;** the bar wf» Vke the dne 
before desaribed, but tihtere wa» th^ conveniettcie 
df at private room, ^^Aoor of which #as cotwdt 
^*Wh a neat and economical speciies of carpet; of 
domestic manufacture. I made known my wants 
to &ie landlady ; saying, that I was hot at all 
particular, and should be glad of any thing she 
had in the house : she walked on to her tft^,* 
answering, without looking at me, " I guess wi! 
** have got no feed for strangers ; we do- not 
•• practise those things at this house, I guess.** 
The stage was rtady: the driver informed me 



that he wovM take w^ to Wiggmt's In% a.dis* 
tMw of about four miles fVom Mr.Cobb^t-9. 
The v^icle iims a kind of light fanner's wag^OD; 
with three seats, carrjring two peiisMM caefci 
there was no coverings and^ of course a want of 
protection from the sun and dust, both of whicby 
on this occasion, were very unpleasant: my 
thertpometer iq the shade wai^ 88> in the slin^ 120. 
^/^f^^Xjoxxg Island is called rfie gaMen of America. 
We passed some pleading scenery, ^id several 
reaaaarkably find fields of Indian corn : thk ar- 
ticle can hardly be excdled inr beauty- of appear- 
smce. The residence of the c^Ieb^ted Mr. 
B^ifuaKivg is cm theroad side : itis aframehaiise, 
painted white, with green shutters, and wo^ 
dass in England as a fourth*rate country seat. 
4w#i^tleman informed me, that, wer6 Mr. 
King 1»^velling, he would not hesitate at ridsi^ 
ki our waggon^ Mr. K. ib ^^AksX is ^died a 
Federalist ; but this trait^ of real d%nky of cha« 
IMter is not the peculiar feature of a party : it 
appertains to all public men iii Ameiiea; at 
OQce: exhibiting an* evidence c^ th^ir good w^mt^ 
and the wis^ institutions of this govenmqaKrt;. 

The murder 1^ American prisimers at Dart^ 
moor was the subject of a c<MwersatioQ between 
myself and an American medical fe^llow^{>as- 
senger, arising from Mr; King's sod having befeki 
one of the commissioners appmnted by the 
United States to investigate that most unfortiv 
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nate and diagnosiUl liaatw:<ii(in. The Ikidov 
i^umMiilUiig to otomnte, m Hut i a wwge ^ the 
oondupfc of the Britifh. He statod, tliit there 
wMa.9«atdeal to be said on bolh lidar; aad 
tb«U for hiflMfllC he had ww pt aded bit j«dg« 
meat. Lord Caitfereagh md the £Qgl«ii c»* 
iHnet were, in this gentlem^'s esttiMlioK^ 
** great men, "^/bo ^Krted wHh good infeealiew 
" £»r Uie welftre of their country .*' TaxaHon 
wa« partially disoctsved ; he laboimi^ to coor^ 
vi«oe me that, in. propoetion to t\mi i he i Wi 
t^y (the Amemvas) vmx taott heavily taitsd 
thflP tlie peop^ <^£nglandk 

UftQA: amvisg :at Mr. Cob^t's gitte, ves^ 
f^t^fyigi, in wfdldwg along the patb' whieh led;*» 
the,r€UNden{ce 4^ this e^ehr^ied mMi*:^!^ ^A* 
<H|K t» 4es<aihf . The idea of a pei«<» self-. 
bMMhed, leading an i9(A«ted: Ule inraiBx«ig« 
iani4rr»ft path: imreljr trod* fencef in rwini*. th^ 
gM9 .brpli^k a hodfe moiddenng to deDt^h 
•|144cl . ^ rtiinch, «vkiiv«rdn9t» ^ feetiqg on^eagr 
purtii. <]aHMig t4»o» an eiitil»«titaigc»r, prodiMted 
isbfligi tttind i^mgs.of ihongfatffdiieeis wd om^ 
lancMty. I w^vUd. &in almost have, rettirhi^ 
wttkiOttieaterNig'^e vajoditn managtoint. imagiiling 
tliat'. its poaseaaoc wonld exdbimi ** What m 
** t!nj4i»g fciUo^! i»:hecc domiiig tobijMk in wpom 
** v^ fMuraaita?'* But: lAieBe diffictdtaes oeased 
•lmoHwUiiitheirexiaten<ife A femalie servant 
(tnJSnglidhiKNnftt>)iiifiamediilte th*t hermastior 



'yims((Sr<m hcoM, attMidii% at &€ <h>uii^ cpupt. 

Htf Ia&gwkgeiwi»oatwiJr^»o^h,for: a pecaom ia 

hetrntiitation: sfae pressed ni^^a walk in; '^beifig 

'*< quite. cevtMi thai ly^m im dQuntiynifta y sn&d 

-**■ she was so delif^ted to4ee ao-^glisbmaD, in- 

/^ aeead of these nasty ^uasiirig YMEikies.-' Fol^ 

lowuag my guide through, the kitche% (the fl<K)r 

.^ :wbich> jd^ «0$arted» was imbedded ^h two 

feetrof' dirt when Mr. Cpbbett.caijfi^ the^e— ^it 

JkMfd ,be^:^^viouslyjii tbe;pqatipatlQn o£ Ame^ 

risa^Sj) I .was copdu^ted to a front pa*loiir» 

;1i^ch ^^sytaioed hut a single qhair smd se^^ral 

trunks of 3ea clothes. 

':A%Fi^ndh gentleman, whom I found Id the 
li^HU^, tesidlng-with Mr. Cobbetti interes(te4 me 
xmch byMi$ d^iracter and conversation. He 
Jiftd ^aeti in thie suite of Napoleon, and, came 
over wkSi Santini. * His;^account of. the Einperar^ 
ta?eatineAt corresponds with the puWished nar^ 
rofcives. . , Of his late n^a^tar he speaks jn the 
im9lk> a£%|CtioQate in$P9er. , He jumped :abo«jU;> 
;whistiied» a|Hi sfmg with a thoi^I^less gaiefs^, 
pecidilirly Ir^^h. At half past ei^t in the 
evimijQg Mr. Cobbjitt had not returned. My 
design wasto;walk back to T¥iggms' Inn. This 
ideai.1 ^a^dc^od oc, t$e recommendation of an 
^n^^K servant^ wtic% as it proved) knew little of 
:tbe<K>untry. He <^nducted me to tiie roadside, 
tdir0Cting jpEie to proceed in a direction opposite 
toabfit whi^ l«d to WigB^^&\ stating, tliat 
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In iiboui 4Me iMBicired yanhr disUnde iidheuM 

-see (ir4ftl«6ni. My -ii«& e^wadod' for. nuiUy 

buMii'M' yAvds, butno- -iionaD; habitatiM ap^ 

pearei. Ttie »%lit fiMtnnatolj^ wa». ine4r^th« 

inodn'S brilliancy ---^tiie ginroiiiKUii^ Mcnotir;^^ 

-the serious tuJia «f my loindy andthe bdicfilhat, 

Ibr that; nighty waiidUfiring wkbooi T«po«e- ia a 

strange land im to be my lot» prodncedjrtririia^ 

^wfaidi would have funiiriied my poetic irirad 

-BU..-— ^v9th a. gOodHttdbject fc«- fbr&cs: " nigkC 

'i^iou^s/^ The tooAneds of l^e aft- >)r«i $Sm k 

ihost- pleasing treal idter tbe>'Opp^aBiv« heat 

-which I bad experienced duritig -the >day.> I 

proceeded at a i^ir and thoughtfal paee^ '♦rifting 

to foster it faint hope that I might yet a*l*rte 

afr^a taVera. A tousef ^peartd, but ii was a 

|>rivat6^oiie, and all werfe go** to Uedv ,1 became 

Very uheas^, B«w^ng itk my podflWs a ktfge-re- 

hiittah«e fi'om WasMn^toti. ^ kOgtl^ ^to s^ 

great joy, I>saw a -light at a ««ttisftde«dAwidi9- 

tance^: it-p^epfredto ceStae flfoma tart l^ iii««oad 

-Side. Upon m/ approatsh <» the <teor,>ia-idk>g 

"^jumped out? '(♦fteH he twte partiaUy 4il«ioe4 

I enquired f or a puMie 'house ; none w^i-acai). 

TRtts habitatibn belongs tde an oM ^moiih mko 

once kept what is heit ixalled a tavam. .After 

thie repeHtibn <MP my re^ete^' uhe aas^rered, by 

desiring to know, " What do ^w faiftmflitt 

" jitiblfc*house? What is your liiune ? WJierewere 

*♦ you raised ? Whefe are^yOtt-g^ag? Y** aJte 



f^he^l^mmi.mm Ifpi^miiym be nol a.^ij 
<< eharactsr, I will let you have elegmti^^^^i^ff^ 
i^l^fofimrr l«0bepted%k!i offieor wit% a com- 
hiMtioii «f fear ai»l gladoMs^ The old lady 
MiU 0ell$ liqiiMsu Har iire^Mt 4tock is qoq- 
imiiedi iin tfaxee dsty bottlw, x:aritfiiUy preserved 
laQUConieff t:upboi(f<L At ihe mooeDt oi\ my 
eiadbriMicet al^ was sQpplykig;e bteck pedlar wit^ 
iir^tftt <rf!KIew*£ii^ndl )9r what is We deno- 
jnimted '5 Yankee'* ritm. Tbe old lady^s wjxch- 
4&e nfpearattce. a«id tbe casjb of cWa^i* of 
lier guest, wme stroi^ drawbacks jf^n my 
4^swe fer; re|KMe. This pfur s^med Imng 
.|)Kirtraits 0f D^irk Httteciek and Meg Merrilies : 
ihey looked JTMlly terrj&i. I seated myself; and 
iiip huaied in phyaiognomical research, when 
tk^maxif hfddiog a. «aodle in my face,, ^sxckumed 
>^vfifttf wimts. to jpok at you..'' When X had 
fMsed fi^r ^examiAfttian, the old womau widi- 
..iUiMhF to pre^e.a bed; ber guest iicmtimied 
4mkmgp giving me a great taax^ wipipf And 
mi^f 9iid iiq^g /' how weelUiy th^ old bag- 
,giige was«^ I we$ beertily glad to find that this 
.sable hero .^ms not to be an ocoupant of the 
iseme.faotiae with mj^aelf. As the old lady con- 
dotted jne ;te mi epartme^t, she i^iologized 
iiir tiaA psMMage to it being through a roo^i, in 
irh^ were m entire femily strewed over the 
JSm^. The wiretehedness. md poverty of my 
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chamber -o^uAt remain undesofibedi Yet I^nevef 
in Qiy life lay down with morennoese gmtitiide 
to the Deity. i 

Before seven o'clock on the following mom- 
ing I regained Mr. Cobbett's. His sevfiM 
conducted me into n room in which he was 
writing, with his coat joS. The fost quettiim 
was, " Are yon an American, SirPM tbeti, 
»* What were my objects in the United States? 
^*'W«8 r acquainted with the friettds of liberty 
^« An London ? How long had I left ?" &c. 
He was immediately familiar, i was pleasingly 
diSafipoitit^ with the ganefral tone of hii» 
manners. His sons, particularly the second, 
are genteel young men. Of their talents I had 
tio oppoirtunity to form a jadgment Mr. C. 
thinlcs meanly 6f the American people, but 
spoke highly of die ecoiioHiy of their, govern* 
ment. He does not advise persons in r^|>ect^ 
Bble drcumstances to emigrate, even in th^ 
present state of England. In his opinion^,a* 
family who can but barely live upon their |m-o- 
perty, will more consult their happiness by not 
removing to the United States* He alodost 
lau^s at Mr^ Krkbeck's settling in the Weston 
country. This being the first time I had setn 
this well-known -character, I viewed him with 
no ordinaiy degree of interest* A print by 
BartoUotzi, executed in 1801, conv^s a correct 
outline of his person. His eyes -are small^ <and 
pleasingly good-natured. To the French gentle- 
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iD9tti he'was atteatift^;. with his sons familiar; 
ttMyssmantsreasy ; but to aU» itehia toi^ and 
manber resoliite add determined. He. feels tk> 
htfslttitian- IB pndsing himself^ aod evklentlj 
beiitvBft that he is /eventually deatioed to be the 
idias of the.JEbritb^ mstaon. His faeuHy <^ 
Tda/tkkg ax^eedotea is awusuig.*~Infitaiice3 when 
wrmeet. / 

My hnj^i^tsioni? of Mr. Cobbetf are, that th4>se 
who know htm would Uke him, if they can be 
content to sid^mit unconditionally to his , dicta- 
ti4iB. t ^* Ob^ me,: and I will treat you kindly ; 
^ if you Abnoty I will tram|ile on you,'* seemed 
viflilSe in ©very word and feature. He uppes^tB^ 
tOFifed, in Its follfest force, the sentimcpitii 

** I have no: broClier, am like no brother, 
/,j " lam myself alooifi*" 

The little Frenchman was whistling, jumping^? 
and ^ngitig with all th^ gaiety of a delighted 
boy upon a gala day. In reply to my ques* 
tibfis coneenribg the treatment of Napdleon, 
}m vrm tupid, energetic, and nea(rly unintelli- 
glMe. «* Gover-neur, bad inan, rascal man, 
'^iljsult empe-reur; empe-reut not like gover- 
'^ neur, not speak to him, — Balcomb, Oh ! Oh ! 
** Oh ! bad maif, bad man — rats, run, run, run.^"* 
Mr. Cd)belt complained of the difficulty of 
obtaining labourers, at a price by which the agri- 
cxitttAifirt could realize a profit : so muchso, that 
hfe conceives that a farm^ in America cannot 

F 3 
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support himself uriless he has 9diis,'who^ wikh: 
himseti» tMill labour with tfeeir own faandhu He? 
had contracted with a min to (ki His mowing : 
the terms were, an equal divisibn ofVthepiiidiiGe^ 
Mr. C took me round hia grounds. The eoo^. 
tractor complained tibiat even hilf the imy^ fiat 
merely hifr kbour, was a hard barpsn. Wittt 
pleasing sengatiqns I departed from Mr.C^hbatt'ir 
residence ; and most willingly exparcs^ my ob- 
ligation to him for a reception geQerooa aii^ 
libferal. - ^ - > 

Jjmg Island, a part of the state erf NeW Yoric^^ 
is chiefly occupied. by farmer^ : thei* popiilou« 
capitiil affords a ready market (w i^oduce^ Thit 
island in length is 120, and ill bteadlb 12 isiles; 
It is divided into counties^, two of whidi retain 
the names of royalty, after the disappesirance 
of the rfeality ; the first being caMe4 KtPg^%* 
the second Queen's Gouilty-r-Such inytfterjiit^ 
tyrants aye ancient estaWiaihinCTts. The we^ft 
end has BgOod soil, and is in a stMe of mod^s^ 
cultivation ; the ea^t has a considetd^ble p<^fli<M% 
of sandy plains^ The introduction of gypaui% 
and othei^ improvements in their mode of agri- 
culture, have much increased the anqus4]^o^ 
duce. I am ijaformed that within the Mat 14 
years. fa^-mfe haVe risen in valine ^ per c^t 
Land ife y^orth from 81. 7s« M^ to 8M. lAsk pe© 
acre., A choice of farms may nowbp pi^r^Mfi^^ 
^tt thid. irfate^ at frijm 151. X6s. to 9$\, 10^ pin 
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^tee^ i»9hii^6f necewftiy biftWings^ .^ Faftne?^ cl|(?, 
ilqt.'2iire,eiitmvAg»|)% ;. fe^ of theip baye mof^y 

of t&Aii:^, and geo^r^ wanjt of papil;al,.9us|t paH^;^ 
a kk^ cpntinimnce.qf tJ«$ ?t^^ .Tl?% 

j^gnraltwiat, who al#n^ can, an tbip. i^ifiAdt ent^Fr 
tamntidacii bqies of prpfit:* n)u$t h^ye ^WSijbh^^ 
^i^mork^ aiid he himself aixu)pg1iiefQr6ioo$tbK 
labourii^with hiA own hands^. Therabeuigxv) ta:K 
upon hors|5U|f their labour is preferred, ^d mules 
and ,asses are seldom if ever used. The \)reeA 
of horses is good, but not large : one ^t for ^ 
lA^aggoQ.is worth ^^ 10s» ; a. saddle or drawing 
hm^y 96hi gig' horse, 33h 15a. to 561. 55.-; 
carriage (tittOjQOi. to 1201. ; iSnexidingctttto, 901.* 
tol20l. Cowsareworth-T-lean,9l- J fat, 111.5sj 
to JjSl. lOs. Pigs are sold, per pound, aliye^ 
th# pri^nt price is ^d, ; , sheep, 9^. Thejr jjrft 
vfEii^smam; an^ entire catcase is ni^ touioh iavger 
ibati a Leicesier^re l€^ of mutton. A i^eep^ 
w)|gu fattened for market, is 13s, 6d. A good 
fariii, cart is worth 71. to 9l*.} a ditto waggon^ 
221, to 231. 4 a farinex's man-seryant, 241. to SOI 
per year J a ditto woman, .121^ to>461, Early 
wheat is <:ut in th^ noddle of July. The wheat 
and ry« harvtet is completed by the end of 
August ; bu<;k wheat, in October j Indian corn^ 
ditto ; oats,:mjiddle of August ; grass, from 1st; 
to the end of July. The seed for winter, rye 
axkd wheat, is s^n frmi «nd of Augu^^t to end^ 
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of September. The following advi^rtisecoeiity 
extnicted from the " New York Evening Post/* 
inay convey more specific ideas of the value of 
farms than the. preceding statement. Previous 
to this- notice of public sale, I applied, wi^' a 

view to our friend L- , to know the lowest 

ready money price. Mrs. Ledyard, their owner, 
informed me that the first would be 100 doUars, 
and the second 70 dollars, per acrei. 

. <* FOR SALE AT ADCTION; 

« At the T. C. H. on the 1st day.crf March next, the 
** farm belonging to the estate of the late Dr. Isadc 
** Ledyard, situated one mile south of the TiBage of 
** Newtown, Long Island. . The ! WilBamsburgh tam^ 
^/ pike runs throligh the fisirm, on one side of which ia 
** a new excellent stone wall, half a mile in length. The. 
** farm contains about 150 acres, 15 of which are a fine 
^ wood. lot, with two apple orchards, one old, the other 
♦* jtist beginning to bear well, and a suitable proportionf 
<* of good salt meadow.. The mansion: house ia: large 
** and convenient, four rooms on each floor, with a good 
<< kitchen and cellars; attached. is a large barn> crib^ 
** hen house, smoke bouse, well, and a new cistern, &c. 
** The court yard' and garden contain a variety of fruit 
** trees and shrubbery, a large asparagus bed, rasp- 
^ berries and currants. ^ . 

<^.AIso — A. farm adjoinmg the above, containing 
^S about sixty acres ; attached to which is an equal pro- 
^' portion of salt meadow, and a lot of young wood, 
** situated within less than a mile of the farm, containing 
** ten acres, with a farm house, barn, well, garden, &c.'' 

\ Wishing to see York Island, Mr. Daidiwood, a 
fellow-boarder, had the politeness to accompany 
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me* ia » ttirgie bocse chaise* We proceeded a 
few miles . beyond Hearlem Bridge, where we 
visited a &rmer with whom Mr. D. was ac- 
quainted. Apple trees were in profusion on the 
road side. There is no obstacle, imd seems, in- 
dead, no ojbjection raised to any person's taUng 
fruit*. The scenery, during this ride, partieu- 
larly on. the m«*gii) of the Bast River, is plettung 
and diversified* Country. seats are rather nu- 
merous : one half of them, at least, are to be 
sold or let. 

My excellent friend S could make a 

pleasing. sele«;tion on York Island* I enquired 
the pric^of several places : they vary, of course^ 
as being afflbcted by causes^ similar to those which 
serve to lessen or to increase the value of houses 
in England. A residence, two stories high, suf- 
ficiently large for a family of ten or twelve per- 
sons, with a g0.rden, and from two to fifteen 
acres of land, is from eight thousand to twenty 
thouswid dc^lars (18001. to 45001. sterling) ; a 
variation occasioned by diflference in the situ* 
ation, or in the style of building. 

The following description I extract from a 
letter, sent me by the solicitor of a person to 
whom I applied. The house referred to is four 
and a half miles from the city, and in the 
immediate neighbourhood of a good road : — 

" The house and other buildings iare siibstan- 
<* tially and nea^y l>uilt 
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^< Tife Cellar to the faonsid is peiif^ctly'dt^ 
^ being partly blown out of the rock. 

^ The housie is (ilted in with biriek, fiirrowed 
^* off» latitiened aild phisteFBd, so us to be astighlr 
^ and {iom^RMs^U as a brick house. 

^ The two welte on the place are both hlo^m 
^ throtigh^ a rock ; the one near the house &ir 
'< t#entyor thirty fe^t, and both Contain eal- 
^* cellent water fbr &m9y use, partidtdarly tike 
^< one n^ar the house. 

<* Particular pains have been taken wiUi tlm 
#< giurden, it being a ^ne level garden ispot^ and 
<< ' fSMi tii^ on one side with moidd carted<^ iMfi 
** it, to the heighth of eight or ten feet. 

** There iire a greiat number and variety of 
'^ fMit trees of the most iibproved and beat 
*«*inds. 

^ <^ The situation isr devated and hedLtby* iffld 
«<- commands one of the finest prospects on 1^ 
« idand. 

« The tefms are 10,000 dollars, which <mn be 
f* made payable, a small part in<;ash, and the ve^ 
f« sidue in such paym^ftts as maybecomnenient. 
M H. Fearon, Ei^/^ 

B (a coach-maker), who sailed in the 

Ann to Boston, and M-- — (a chair and fancy ^ 
japanner), who came in the Criterion, have got 
work at Newark, a town in Jersey, ten miles 
from the city of New York. I have been with 



t^em ^Mwa$l tioMS^ and itecNigb th^ «eai^ 
am- possessed' <yf mam iniianoatidii relating tt 
itfeeiMiiicd asd manu&Gtuwnk I made serend 
visitB' to^ Jera0f : it ia nittmted ofpoaita Ne# 
Yj9i^ on the seodMim kudoi of the Hudaoa^ 
^' ei^eUait lAeaaa fenyAifMA ceiiBects ^leae 
staMs as cooipIeMly aa coAitd beefltete^ by 
a liii^e; Jbi. #Rt ^vaU^ are black oak, a^ 
pflims, and pepla^j tt aoaae parts tb^ne it 
ecmmlerable iraidety of tlie wd and white ealc; 
the hiebery gswwa in tboae iriituaiiofia whteb are 
waikomwdU The aofl ib ly^ esteeaoed proliAe^ 

^NsiTAftS coniaimb a popnlatfoo of about mfjkt 
thomandpersoni, -induing ilaves. It i^ a 
aaanitfteeiiritig town of sMae itnpc^tanee : car- 
rmg^ and ehidi^'ate made eii a.:v^ extemrM 
seale, chiefly ibf the soDthern matketa I ea^ 
a'veiy )beatit£(iil model ef a qat riage at Campi. 
M^fk itMatsty^ which waa ^(dered fet a S^aniih 
patfie(-.ciiie£ This Umn h delightfolljr t^tk. 
ated^iMKicixirtainiagxei^Wuiiber ai tMeOm^ 
hcmsoa. . ■ ^ 

Wisikimg u> see Mr^BeWin^s property, at 
FkAddyO^ (tee the pottscript of my ftrst i^^MUt,) 
I took a paau^ m the steam-boot ^ cWe^tor 
Livingstone }^' f^ 3^ dolkrs, distance 6Q miles, 
Umre Qf depittrtnre five o^^lockin the evening, of 
attritral hali* pokt oi^e the folkMng mormng4 
Thkc^esiel k^ peibip«, equalled by none in the 
wi^l4 1 iAm may t^ deaominabedr iri^ut the 
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ebtif€ of- exaggBration^ a §mtiMg jp^iace y ber 
kog^i is 17^ fect^ and braadth >5Q» and ^e is 
propelled bjr a 6teMB*ragiJB)e ot'i&Q horse pMRffl^ f 
th^e al*& beds £[»r 16(H 2nd accoflmddatjost;^ 
40 mote by settees. The hMmhwe a di^Janc^ 
oabin : they seem cut. offfron^l s^iSMWikm <ft 
convearsation with the* gentlemen. Q& dMk 
there are nuixierous conveiiienfic^, wch a$^ faag^ 
gage* rooms, smdking.rooms, &c»; cm tWjde-« 
soent to the oabhia are placed cawds of. tsades-* 
men s^d hotda in the chii^ c^^ttv tpd also re- 
ligious traotoi which mt eU^y nfmt&y.^ 
SngUdh .evangdlical effiisiont — afic^rdin^ an- 
other instance of the slavish d^^dea^e d£ 
Ameri^ u|K)n Britiab ^mtenu The miim&c^ 
this Vj^»el is extremely . splepdid> : Tl^ . late ptk 
xhd of Jbhe day at wbi^ we einbark^4 alloiiwA 
lae but a limited oj^rfcaaity of ivkariii^Ae 
hold and grand sc^aery of iim vp/s^tadac mtm^ 
N09X the banks is ereeted ^ jOdpnuoxent to Iteit 
great <u*nafneQt' of tJ^^.i&deral party» HmmiAtmt^ 
he was in the administratioti, and some sa^.tdm 
diiector, of W^Wngtjon. Thoe» ndio knew 
hm b^t 9tete that he W9»^ mayi lar abbi^^e 
OJ^inary standard of public ^a»iste£s : ra; 
dowed^ iti^eed, mth midi talents, m birt few 
mortals are destined :to possesKS ; he was depri\^ 
pf life by the celehrarted Mr* Amtoix Burr, thus 
addwg another and a splendUi victim Ao the 
barb^OJt^ pr actioe of duellusg'^whijch) by the 
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:wfiy, is reiy geni^itl and atoidst uoiformly ^al 
in this coiintiy* A sKj^t provocation pFoducet 
a ^Mienge, and if the parties consid^ tliem^ 
«iv«8 o£ nrhat ist csalled <' equal standing/^ 
IJIat is, of familieB and in worldly circumstam^es 
v£ equal respectability, they rarely decline the 
<x)idbat ; and tiie Americans being generally 
gMd dkotsi and as remarkable for their cool delt"- 
beration asj too frequentiy, ftir deadly malignity, 
;it^:is addom that botii parties escape with life. 

In ^€ diurohyard of New York there is a 
fflonnifieitt to Alexander Hamilton ; there is 
aU0 one to Ca^ptain Lawrence, of the Chesa- 
peake : that the latter may be deserving of this 
Mstimgmi^ed honmir £ wish not td dispute^ bat 
doody -Washington is, to say the least, entitled 
. Hc^ as trnteh respect as a rash naval officer ; yet, 
.sangidcyr to relate, to Washington, the iath^- 
^^ati saviour of his country, there is^nd nationaS 
momimesti .ui^e£», mdeed, you will call by thkt 
xtame^aa existence in the hearts and affections 
of ^ remaining few who are deserving of his 
unescampted toterfeions, mid equally unparalleled 
devotion to the sound interests of his country* 
Biit if Washmgtcm has no m^^nment in Amc'- 
rka, he has one in: England that never can de- 
cay but >witii the ^usnihilation of the British 
character ; he litres *in their generous and liberal 
minds . as a mocM to die general and the pdi- 
tieian c£ the present and eveiy succeeding age. 
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Relative to Hamilton, I esctract the following 
Ifoiri a New York pnUicatioti, mrittea by one, 
on Englislimaii by 1iirtfa,>lmt an Amerioaii. by 
adoption: — *\ General Hamiltoci wat bom in 
^ one of the Eng^ W«t^India inlands ; he 
'^* came to the Ameriean coicMiks mhen ^ iad f 
^ entered t mo the jrev<4utionary vm witb teal i 
*' became e*rly m the imt am of ih^ m4fi 
*' of Oeneid Wa^ngton ; galiantiy conrntaided 
<< s i€giittent at the mBfitaxt of CoMwdilia; 
'< foitght through the revotntion ; viim a meadflier 
^* of tfte oonventicHi from nAjich our natiimal 
<< conetitdtion ori^nated ; was tiie firtt secretary 
^< of ih» treasury, or ehanoeUor o£ the exAeh 
** quer, under the national govemmenfe; he 
<^ fovmed the departn]^nt, «id brought onder 
^ out of chaos ; he was, perhaps, the ablest 
*^ writer, and most eloquent man in Ameriea. 
«' Even Hampton, one of the .moi^ ingenmiis 
f*^ and disinterested of mankind, was eaU^ and 
^« considered and treated as 9Lfiirtigm6t- His 
" early distinctions are to* be asBttbed to &e 
<( cirQumrtances ai the tsmt^i, to a poMcty of 
<^ tal^dts. The late President Adams wfni in 
-<< his recent poblicatknM, tbat Hamlttm bemg 
<< A FOREioKES^.it couU not be suppQfl^iinM; 
<< h^ /cuodbd have Amerioaa feelings, or be wdl 
^« in^E^ed on American afiaim!!!'' But to 
return to my detaU, the boat in whieh I had 
embark^ for Fishkill was well filled wi& pas- 



seniors. The ^general occnpfttioa wae card«- 
idbtyiDg ; one or tvm had tt book in thekr haiids : 
those ,9vhdse: beds Ai^ere in the bijilis fitted up 
ioT that jMUfiaBe were paswngem going <lie eiv- 
tire route (to Albany), and Who had taken the 
^ecaution to ha>^ their names early altered in 
a ^aok kept by the captain fer that ptii|>€6a 
Mr. Tonqdcins, the Vioe^presidait of llie United 
States^ was among the numbier going to Mhaxiy, 
the seat of ^be^ New York Static gownunent : 
•he wa» srotedvMaoiig the i^her passengers, with- 
outt mumming oonse^aice, or lec^Ving any 
particular attention. In person he is of the 
»id^ size, in oomplexion dark^ wit^ a ceun- 
tetmfyse ^at that time thoaghtfid to ati extreme ; 
4!^ is taller tiian Mr« Waithman, but in other 
^^i^)ects the latter gentleman will convey an 
'idea x^his oast of character : his solemnity ma^r 
not have been h^itual, for I funtokl 1^ those 
iwho k:Bew him^ >that he easiries jocularity <tind 
^vely good^aatufe to an e&treme. 

^Kewbu^r' t^e town where I irt}0{^d, is 6o 
t!^ti from New York ^ I i!)btahied a bed after 
one c»r two unsuccessful applications at the ho^ 
tds wlmh keep opai regnlady for steam-boat 
pa$0ei^efs« Xhe following nKnming i crossed 
t^e Ifeidson to \Ftshkilllanding. The geiitibitian \ 
to whose house I was going w^^^|i< f^Uow^ 
, passengerinthe ferry<>boat, thoi^h at that fime 
iinknown to me^ The property for sale eoif- 
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^sted of one hundred acres of land, atid fourteen 
small frame (not log) Kouses ; the price for the 
whole is 25,000 dollars (^251.) : there is on 
this lot a neat frame church, which may be 
purchased for 2500 dollars (5621. 10s.); it is 
not fitted up, except a few common seBts, and 
A pulpit of rather primitive simplicity. A credit 
of four years will be given, charging the interest: 
the present cash price is not lower. 

Mn De Wint's residence is within half a mile : 
I had the pleasure of dining with him in com- 
pany with several ladies and gentlemen of a very 
superior class. The following day Judge Vanpelt, 
, a neighbouring gentleman and farmer, had the 
politeness to take me to his house. My reception 
at both, as well as the style of living, the sub- 
stantial elegance of the furniture, and the mental 
talants of the company, was essentially EngUsh. 
I felt, indeed, for the first tittife, that I was bpce 
'more in your little island. ThiA peculiarly British 
word comfort was well understood in these hos- 
pitable mansions. Another thing, too, was here 
an evident favourite, though, I lament to say, 
scarcely known on this side the Atlantic — 
cleanliness : the servants also, were in their dress 
neat, and in their mariners attentive, forming a 
, striking contrast to what I have too often^seen 
on other occasions. 

Servants, let me here observe, are called 
♦< helps:'* if you call a servant by that name 



they leave you without notice. EngEshiiien 
iQ^en iBCur their dis^easure by negligence m 
C(HitiQuii^ to use this prohibited worcL Thd 
difference j howev*, Would ipp^br merely verbal} 
for iiideed I should misrepresent the impressions 
I have received ott the subject, if I istated that 
the Americans really shewed more feelings or 
were more considerate in their conduct towards 
tliis class cf society than the English : every oneJ 
who kqows them will, I think» pronounce the 
direct contrary to be the case. A friend of 
mine, the ptb<^ day, met with a rebuff at his 
hotel, which taught him the necessity of alter* 
ing — not his ideas indeed, but his words. Ad^ 
dressing' the female *^ help" he said, ^ Be kind 
'' enough to tell your mistress that I should be 
«* glad to see her." — « My rmPresf, Sir! I tell 
" you I have no mistress, nor piaster either. 
*V I will not tell her. Sir, I guess j if you Want 
** Mrs. M-— - — you may go to her yourself, 
<< I guess. I have no mistress. Sir* In thjs 
^< eountry there is no mistr«^9es-lu)r Blasters; 
" I guess I am a woman citljjen.'* — ?• The term 
" boss,'* as I have before observed, is substituted 
for that of master : but these I would remark, 
are not the only instanced in thi^ couirtry of the 
alteration of names, while things remain the 
same; indeed jsome vefy absurd# and even, in- 
delicate chaises have been made which cannot 
well b^ communicated on paper. '^ 
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Servants are usually engaged by the week^ 
enquiry as ta character is ;not practised t blacks 
and whites are seldom kept inf the same hcm^ ; 
they are chiefly biacks, and, though held in the 
most degraded estimation, appear to do almost 
what they please. The condition of their kitchens 
is what in England would be considered very 
objectionable : there seeraf usually several black 
friends of the servants in this apartment. Their 
children 1 observed frequently sprawling about 
the floor like kittens or puppies. j 

Judge Vanpelt is a large farmer : his sheep, 
I think, he stated at 500, — a large flock for this 
coiuitry. His land appeared rather barren. — 
Mr. De Wint informs me that their winters are 
dry and severe : they commence about the 5th 
of December, and end^y the middle of March. 
At this time the ice begins to break in the 
Hudson. ^ The thermometer is from 56 to 70, 
from the, 1st of April to the middle of May-; 
in July and August it is 78 to 90 ; in March 
and April the weather is subject to sud^n 
changes: the cold sometimes intense, with 
much rain and easterly winds. June i& a de- 
lightful month, as are jJso part of September, 
abd the whole of October. The summer heats- 
and winter colds are usually extreme. The ad- 
vance in the value of lapd^ io^this part of the 
state, has made many of the old settlers men of 
large property. The general style of living 
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consists of a plentiful supply of the necessaries 
of life, with but few of what in England we 
should cdfil i!fs comforts. I visited the mountain* 
adjoining Fishkill-landing — a walk to the sum- 
mit was fatiguing, but the prospect amply re- 
paid the labour. The town from which I am 
now writing (Newburg) appeared, situated in 
a most delightful 'and fertile valley, with many 
fine roads connecting it with several parts of 
this immense continent. Newburg has a popu- 
lation of 3000, many of whom are of Dutch 
descent. There are many new and excellent 
buildings: the genuine log house I have not 
yet seen. Paper currency seems to be the only 
circulating medium: it is of* every amount, 
and with ,a reputation infinitely varied; being 
fegulated according to the distance, and the re- 
putation of the bank. I see no man in absolute 
want, nor any who appear particularly anxious 
about their future prospects. These are, per- 
haps, the natural signs of an improving country, 
and one whose resources, so far from being 
exhausted, are yet. not even called wholty 
into action. A Lieutenant in the United States 
arm&^, ^ho has just arrived from his station on 
the lakes, and is now sitting opposite to me, 
states that the number of Americans who eipi- 
grate from the wedtem part of this State to 
Gaa'ada,' is- very considerable. . I asked, with 
Stirprise, what cotOld be their, inducement. His 
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reply was, that <' the Ku^ gif^es tliem |;reaft 
** epcounigemeiit, with Imd fw no^Amgi-^nQ 
<* taxes, and a present of the impleineot^ of 
•* husbandry/' This i«, indeed^ •' great ent- 
^* cooragement!'' and audi as we did friends 
of His M^tsty vcndd be happy to see imitated 
in our native land. / 

Upon retiuming from my nKiuntein expursioia^ 
I visited Vanskank's cotton manuiactory. - It jb 
advantageously situated on a fine f^ of wbX^^ 
which empties itself into th^ Hudson* The 
proprietor conducted me over every, part of this 
establishment. It was erected in 1914> has witb- 
«(tood the Inrunt of British competit]on» and is 
Mid to be profitable.; There are sixteen hundred 
spindles in oi^r^tiqfi. Children perform th? 
same kind of labour that they do with us t they 
receive 8s. 4^d. per weekj women, lli^i Sd,; 
men, dl9» 6d. £very part of tiie machinery is 
manu&tctured on ^]H:emiaes* There is also a 
general shqpor store on the ground fipor, at 
which the work people are si^ijdied with any 
thing they may want, in pajmient of their wi^es* 
The chief articles made are ginghams, j^n 
chambrays^ calicoes, aQ4 b«d ticks } t;he latt^ 
at a price to exdude Si^Ush <;ottq^ tidk^ 
Linens' are still importedi. Thff f^bri^ <^ ajil th^ 
articles is coarser and stro)^er ihm oivrs : the 
^$ikhing department i$ very id^6dptive$ but this 
will be luaply compensated bgr the wear* Tl^ 



concern is rnddelled Upon British estKblislmients. 
H6arii%'{ii New Yotk that ttntive manufitctoi^es 
trere rii!^; I ^t astbui^ed in witaes^Hg the 
prosperous a^^peamnee of Mr. Yaiisk«nk'&; which 
may be accounted lor perhaps by tile able way 
in Which it is conducted, aiad the ^KcelleiK^e of 
thcf machinery. Their connectioniadiiefly with 
the southern merchants. The question as to the 
success 'of dofbestic mdHju&ctofieS) is one in 
which I cannot but f^l personally a particular 
interest. My present de^^pa is ta proceed to 
lite New Englatd states, for further information 
upon this and other sub|ects. 

RcNhimed to New York, I visited the det^^eiai 
public ^!shihitioils* The ^rst in order was the 
^ Museum,*' the cdNection c^ which is^«aaaU'~ 
m ex!cel}ent conditioB, and disfdnyed with much 
B^. The charge^is Is. Hd« 

^ JPhe Academy jirf Fine Arts>'* as it is <^led» 
is exhibited in ^e same buUdi]^. The collection 
is jsm^l ; a»d» upo& the whole, very indifferent, 
with the excej^ion of two or three rustic pieces. 
Among <^ casts, ^re are a Venos^ ast Apoiki, 
and a fightii^'gladiait<Mr.<«-«AdmisaioD,, is* I4d. 
The printisd paitioulMrs of this e;xhihitioii are 
pompmisly deoMshmtiA, ** A cataic^e of 
^ paintii^, sfafaMS, busts, drawings, models^ 
^« and aogravings, ^xUbited by <^e Amei^cafit 
^ Acacbmy af.rSfaie Arts. Sept. 1. ISiJ^-^ 
^ AutUtque meatus ApoIh.^^The tbiid S^hi*^ 
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" bition. in 4]^. The catalogue of pietures is 
" entirely new. — Printed for the Academy/" 
Then follows a list of directors and officers for 
the year I8I7 ; containing a president, vice- 
preffldent, eleven directors, a treasurer, a secre* 
tary, a librarian, and sixteen academicians ! ! 

Mr. Van Derlyn, an artist of considerable 
merit, has a small exhibition, in which is a 
well executed copy of Lefebre'^ Napoleon.*— 
Charge, 3s. Sd. 

There is a^. mechanical Panorama, exhibiting 
much ingenious mechanism. The wax^-work 
exhibition is tolerably good: the dresses are 
splendid. The figure of the Goddess of Liberty 
feeding the American eagle is beautiful and in- 
teresting. 

The Theatre is about the size of the «* Royal 
Circus,'' and as well fitted up as^ the second-rate 
Lond<m theatres. The prices are. Boxes, 4«. 6d. 
Pit, SiSL. 4td. Gallery^ 2s. Sd. I went to tiie 
pit, concluding that, with an allowance f<^ the 
difference of country, it would resemble the 
same department in an English establishment } 
but found it consisted of none in dress, manners,, 
appearance, or habits above the order of our 
Irish bricklayers ; — a strong fact this to prove 
the good payment of labour. Here were men 
that, if in London, could hardly buy a pint of 
porter-^ and should tbey ever tUnk of seeing a 
{day, must take up their abode aoaong tiie 'gods 



SHAMROCK SOCIETY. 87 

in the nipper gallery : yet, in America, they can 
pay three*quarters o<* a dollar — free from care, 
and without feeimgj dn the following morning, 
tkat they must compevsste, by deprivation at 
extraordinary labour, for their extravagance. 
Many wore their hats, and several stood up 
during the performance : ^there did not seem to 
be any. power which could prevent either prac- 
tice. The boxes weiis rei^ctaUy fllied: the 
female part of the audience made considerable 
display. Between the acts gentibmen with- 
cbew: indeed at this period the house, m every 
part, was deserted^ except by the ladie». The 
cause of this practice is to indulge in die iatol 
habit of r om^drinking. A part of the gallery is 
allotted for negroes, they not being admitted 
into any other part erf the house. Women nevet 
g» to the pit. TKe ratertainmafits were, *' Laugh * 
when you can/* and the "Broken Sword :V 
Iwth performed vwy retpeotahly. The dresses, 
aoenery, and decorationa were superior to what 
I had expected to find tliem. ^ "^ . 

Agreeably to your wishes J waited upon the 
genttemen of the " Shamrock Society,'' who 
lately pubUahed a panqphlet, entitled, <^ Hints to 
Emigrants.'' This association is composed ex- 
clusively of Irishmen^ Amofig the gentkmen 
present was the distinguished Dr. M^Nev^rau 
Thdr place of meeting is at a public house^ 
where their bwiness is ccmducted with much rew 
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gularity* . The . society bears^ a higb Gba»ct«r 
for benevolence, and is no dovbt e£ niterial 
aervice to their distre$ied counlryBieii. One eC 
their n^embers had just ^evented an impbsittont 
which 19 <:oininQii1y pcaoti^ed in tin% <ky^ 90^ 
whidb, m commpn with aU my ^(dlow^pttssen^ 
geni^ Ihad sohtnitted^to — liie paymeofe ^ twr& 
drikfs. to the fxnt doctor* . Thek room i^ 4^ 
coated with flags coinmeqiOTatiye ^* ABiericat} 
yictoriest Their hatred oCtiie Engliith ministry 
is implacable; but. they jdo not .seem ta dis- 
tinguish between our government 9Ad j^Qfdo^ 
It would prove, I think, imppsjBSbJ^to^ igteke Ji 
native of Ireland, who bad never beciift in Bmg-* 
land, believe that you have Mtnmg ycm m^ idur 
fedi for th^ wrongs, and syix^adiise widi their 
suflfeidngs* These gentleman beijBig ieegi^ed.ii^ 
a vviet^ ,of town occupations^ their acq^iaintH , 
ance with America has hai41y ecstended b^oitti 
tJie city of New York ; and^ as far aa I eaii i^ma 
a judgment, liieir capability, flf giving such vm > 
formation as can be. relied upon is wary limited^ 
much more so, indwd,^ .tliim their pawphtet 
might ha:!^ caused us to exp^c^ Mr. Akaasnd^rt 
Fike, their fieocetary, ia m yopng kwy^r : fntte 
him I Mceived innobattentio&y though butiittle 
mthiCaabe placed in hisi.ans»Fers to our ^p;^** 
ties: not that he deaiigifi& to decwrir, bnA he 
affiaets to give intdUigiei^ ^i^mceming. rents of' 
houseiB, pr^ts c^ trad^ and dcmiestic ei^ptndi^ 
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ture^ upon each oi whkli I generaliy found h\^ 
statements ftbout 50 per cent, too low j — the 
iket n^ he 'id not informed upon these sub-* 
jecjts. 

Tb*niorrow (the 8th) I shall ^part for Bos- 
ton. My old captam &as oifered to be the 
bearer of this. I shall write again, as soon ]as I 
have leisure and materials. Even yet I must 
witUiold my advice as to emigration — — ^ 



The capitalist may manage to obtain 7 per 
cexiA. with good security. The lawyer and the 
doctor v^ not succeed. An orAodox minister 
would do so. By the way, the Worn-out, ex- 
posed impostor Frey» who said he was converted 
from Judaiasi to Christianity, has been attracting 
targe aud^^nces in New York. Hie proficient 
in the fine arts wiU find little encouragement. 
The Itterary man mi£st starve. The tutors' 
posts are pre-occupled« Hie shop-keeper may 
do as wdl, but not better than in London — un« 
less he be a man of superior talent and large 
capital : for such re^pp»tes, I think, there is a fine 
op^iiag. The farmer (Mr. Cobbeit says) must 
labour hsard, and be but scantily remunerated. 
The derk and shc^man will get but little more 
than their board and lodging. Mechanics^ 
whose trades are of the ^r^/ necessity^ wiB do 
well : those not such^ or who understand onfy 
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the cotton, linen, wootten, glasg» earthenware^ 
silk and stocking manufactory^, cannot obtain 
employment. The labouring man will do well y 
particularly if he have a wife and children, who 
are capable of contributing, not merely to the 
consuming, but to theearmng also of the com-^ 
mon stock. 
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Albany, the River Hudson, &c. Sept. 1817. 

On the 8th of September I left New York for 
^Boston, in the steam-boat ** Connecticut,*' 
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Captain Bunker ; fare to New London, seven? 
dollars, including board ; distance, about 140^ 
miles; time, ' 2^4- hours. The various cha- 
racters on board a steam-boat, for ten minutes 
before starting, afforded a fruitful source of ob- 
servation. I supposed we should have beea 
much crowded, but found that at the ring of the 
bell,' three-fourths went on shore. The banks 
of, the Jiast River, are phrasing : by Ainericaiis 
and some interested Eiurtqiean flatterers^ they 
are bepraised most extravagantly. On the 
York Island side, there is fine hill and dale^ 
sc^ery J amoDig "vt^hich are scattered sev^sral 
country seats, belonging to the city merdiants. 
The view <rf Ixmg Idand is not isio Interesting*^ 
Wg pa^ed the navy yard, in wnich is the far- 
&med jstoao^-ftigate.. JSight mil^ from N^ 
Yoifc is the difficult passage called Hell Gat©. 
At the moment of passing this strait, a bell rang 
for breakfast f tl?e ticket, for the partakiijig of 
which, is a rec«^ give© by the captain for die 
passage-money. My appetite and my curiosity 
had a strong struggle j the latter, however^ pre- 
vailed. Th^.e are here numerous .wbMpook, 
i;^hieh^ at a state of the tide lower than when I 
passed^ produce a loud roating noise. The whirl- 
p^s are said by Mr. Mo^ to be occasioned 
by the narrowness and crookedness of the pas- 
sage, and abed of rocks, which extend quite 
across it. A skilfid pilot may conduct a dhip <rf 
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any burden with safety through this strait, at 
high water .with the tide, or at low water With 
a fair wind. There is a tradition among tl>e 
Indians, that; at some distant period their an- 
cestors' could step from rock to rock, and cross 
this arm of the sea on foot^ 

The 5owwrf now opened upon our view, with 
^ ligbt^^house, at eighteen xnilesV distance. A 
Dutch ship (failed by, full of passai^rs* This 
sight did not meet with the approbatkm of my 
American friends. One €>£ them, who was a 
farmer; was the first to expr^s his opinion: 
^* There (said he) is ^ome more of them 'ere salt« 
<V water fellows I guess; curse them I sayj Iguess 
" if I had my npU there should never be a salt* 
** water man employed in the States.** This was 
warmly assented to by thos^ wbo stood qear him* 
He continued, " What a Jog- (a load) there is of 
^ them 'ere salt-water fish lately come iiito the 
^* States^ I guess they are starving in the old 
^^ countries, and when they come here they soon 
^ get ke4ge (brisk, or in good health and spirits)* 
*« I wish every vessel that brings such freigiit 
*' mi^t go to the bottom !'* Other objects no^ 
attracted the old man's attention. His train cS 
fllibipral ideas, which I h(^e and trust are not 
national,, gave way to general observations upon 
business. He wanted a plasterer at his iarm : 
here his antipathies were lost in s^ sense of his 
interest ^ << I guess I ahpuld like one of them 
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" 'ere, if he was a plasterer j I would not mind 
** his salt-water lingo a dent, bo that he could 
*« plaster." 

After a passage of twelve hours, we arrived 
off New Haven, a city in Connecticut, distance 
from New York by water, almost ninety 
miles. This small city is said to have a popu- 
lation of about five thousand, and has the repu- 
tation of racking among the first towns in re- 
spect to beauty in the United States. I have 
since understood that Colonel Humphreys re^ 
sides here: he is largely engaged in Merino 
sheep, and the woollen trade. I regret very 
much that I do not take up my residence there 
for a few days, feeling, as I do, the subject of 
manufactures to be very important, not only to 
myself^ but to all our friends in Yorkshire. ^^ ^^ 

The greater part of our passengers went on 
shore here. The following day was to be a grand 
one at the college ; it was what is here ^called 
" commencement day.** The .college is said 
to be a very excellent one. Those who, like 
myself, were bound for New London, were re- 
moved to the steam-boat, " Fulton." " The 
Connecticut" has an engine (en-gine, is the 
American pronunciaJtion,) of forty horse power: 
two cabins for gentlemen, one for ladies, a 
very extensive kitchen and other conveniences^ 
It is fitted up with minute attentioii to acconi-^ 
modation, and with much elegance : the chief 
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feiilt consists in its having too many erections 
on deck. In a conversation with Captain Bunker 
he expressed his decided opinion that steam- 
tessels, as now constructed, could safely navi- 
gate^the ocean ; this passage from New York to 
New Haven was often, he said, very boisterous ; 
and upon one occasion a gale blew so violently 
that he accomrplished the route in the ex- 
traordinarily short period of six hours. The 
" Fulton," in most respects a similar boat, has, 
however, some variations in her construction. 
The engines of both are on Bolton and Watt's 
principle. She was built for the Emperor 
Alexander, and contracted for to be in Russia at 
a specified time. Captain Hall, the conqueror 
of our " Guerriere," was to have had the com-^ 
mand : had he successfully navigated her across^ 
the Atlantic, he would have added another un- 
fading laurel to his own brow, and that of his 
country. We landed in New London before 
day-light : our passage was so rough that I was 
once more approaching towards the sick list. 

At New London I took a place in the coach 
for Providence. American stages are a species 
of vehicle with which I know none in England 
that will compare : they carry twelve passengers 
— none outside. The coachman, or *« driver,** 
as the ternvis, (and who is not unfrequentiy a cap- 
tain,) sits inside with the company. In length 
they are nearly double English stages^. Few go 
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on springs* The sides are open -—the roof being 
supported by six small posts. The baggage is 
carried behind, and inside. The seats are piecet 
of plain board. There are leathers which cai^ 
be let down from the top^ which are useful as a 
protection against wet, but of little service in 
cold weather. Few of them have doors ^ the 
places of entrance and exit being by the horses. 
They form, upon the whole, both in construe* 
tion and management, a very unpleasant mode 
of conveyance. The charges are nearly equal t^ 
English inside fares. 

We breakfasted at the town of Norwich, (i 
city, I believe, it is called j) distance from New 
London fourteen miles. It is at the head of the 
navigation of l^e Thames : three mast-ships can 
come up to the town. It was in this river that 
Comoiodore Decatur was blockaded during the 
last war : and so approachable ape the ConnecU-^ 
cut men represented on the side which promotes 
their pecuniary interest, that they are said to have 
had the baseness to betray their country by 
giving information to the Engli^ admiral when* 
ever their shipping attempted putting out to seai^ 
The mode of doing this is said to have been by 
the throwing up blue lights ; a circumstance 
which has given rise to the party ^pellation of 
** blue light men,'' — a term of reproach used by 
the dempcrats against the feders^ists. 

Our dinner was at the well-known Mx^ 



MRS. fisher's. 97 V^ 

Fisher's, at Scituate. She is certainly a most 
original character ; but I must, for the present, 
pass over a desonption of this oddity of oddities. 
The supply for our whole party consisted of beef, a 
ham, two fowls, potatoes, cabbage, and apple pie* 
They grumbled at the scantiness of the supply : 
for myself, no epicure ever enjoyed his dinner 
more, and chiefly because every thing was cleanly. 
At the back of Mrs. Fisher's house there is a fine 
orchard, from which any person may take aa 
much fruit as they please, free from charge, and 
without the act being considered a liberty. 
Mrs. F. makes from forty to a hundred barrels 
of cider per annum : this year apples are so 
abundant that it scarcely pays for the trouble. 
Farms are here worth from thirty to forty dollars 
per acre. An old man was sitting in the room j 
J Supposed that he was a day labourer ; 1 ad- 
dressed him with a remark that their roads were 
bad : " Yes," said he, ** roads, I guess, are un- 
" popular in this state : we think, I guess, that 
'** they are invasions of our liberties : we were 
" liilglitily roiled (vexed) when they were first 
" cut, and we always spoiled them in the night !" \ 

. At six o'clocik in the evening we entered 
Providence, the capital of Rhode Island. We 
had beefi thirteen hours travelling fifty miles. 
Qf th^ general s^peBxance of the country I 
wished to force myself to think well j bu^I must 
tetl the truth, and therefore honestly say, that, as 
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it req)ects my bird's eye view of its sml and cid« 
tjvation, I am rather disappointed —-but we must 
suspend our judgment. The western states are 
said to be very superior. Where I now am is 
that part oP America which has been colonised 
almost since the days of Columbus; and, of 
course, is too well occupied to oflfer present en- 
couragement to English emigrants. 

In Connecticut and Rhode Island there 1sw^ 
numerous dairies, Cheese is sold, for export- 
ation, at from ten to twelve cents a pound. 
Farms contain from ten to two hundred across. 
All houses within sight from the road are farm- 
houses. The genuine country seat has not yet 
made its appearance in the four states which I 
have seen. The condition of the people in 
Connecticut and Rhode Island is an absence uf 
the extreme either of wealth or of poverty. Th« 
land is very stony, and the price of produce no* 
commensurate to that of labour. The absence 
of negroes from these last^mentioned states gives 
me much pleasure : certainly not on account of 
a prejudice against our darker-tinged fellow- 
creatures, or from a belief that they are of an 
inferior order in creation ; but from a hatred of 
Oppression, whether exerdsed in a monarchy or 
a republic, more especially, indeed, in the latter, 
which, professing to be built on the basts of 
&eedom, ought to respect the rights £md protiect 
the liberties of all. In the states of New York 
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asd Jemey the treatment of Americans of 
cciouT, by their white countrymen, is worse 
. tiMUi that of the brute creation. 

A few of the aborigines still reside heare. 
*rheir illrshapen misersdble huts exhibit but a 
sm^^l remove towards ciyilization. 

With regard to the agriculture. — jStones are 
cleared from the sur£stce of the land, by large 
holes being dug, into which they are rolled, 
-fiti^his of Indian corn, which struck me with so 
much beauty in Long Island, are here a <om- 
j^r^vely melancholy sight. The stalks are 
not half the height, are at a greater distance 
ifom each other, and look as though they were 
springing from a bed of broken rock. 
» On entering Providence, the capital of 
Rhode Island, I was much pleased with its 
l^eauty; In its appearance, it combined the 
Mti*actions of Southampton and Doncaster. 
-There are manufactories in the neighbour- 
hodd. On that account I took up my abode at 
jChajpotan^s Inn until the 11th;. 

AH places of public social worship are, in the 
State of New Y«k, x:alled churches — not, as 
mth oar dissenters, chapels* In these States, 
the old English distinction of " church,'* and 
f*^ Meeting bouse," continues; Here is an ex- 
wBent market-house, a workhou^y four or five 
palbW^ schools, an university with a tolerable 
library, a pubKc library, and an hospital* 
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Several of the churches are very handsome : 
they, as well as many private houses, are bmlt 
of wood, painted white, with green Venetian 
shutters, presenting a neat elegance very 
superior to our smoky brick buildings. I have 
not seen a town in Europe or America, which 
bore the applearance of general prosperity equal 
to Providence. Ship and house-builders were 
fully occupied, as indeed were all classes of 
mechanics. The residents are native Ameri- 
cans. Foreign emigrants seem never to think of 
New England. Rent and provisions are much 
lower than at New York. 

AtPawtucket, four miles from Providence, are 
13 cotton manufactories ; six of which are on 
a large scale. They are not the property of 
individuals, but of companies. I visited three 
of these. They had excellent machinery ; hot 
more than one halfofwhichwasin operation. The 
articles manufacturied are the same as described at 
Fishkill. Children from six to ten years of age, 
of both sexes, are paid 6s. 9d. per week ; ditto, 
11 to 16, 10s. per week; women, 12s. ; men, 
27s. to 31s. 6d. Very few of the latter are 
employed. Several of the manufadtories of this 
place are situated on a fine fall of water, 50 feet 
in length, anc^ passing through several chasms 
in a rock which extends across the river. The 
scenic effect of the fall is most materially 
injured by the situation of Pawtucket bridge. 
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To a labouring man who accompanied me 
through the manufactories, I gave half a dollar. 
I remarked that he addressed men of similar 
appearance to hiraself by the titles of " major,*^ 
" captain/' and " colonel.** The population of 
this village is very trifling, yet it has " two 
BANKS !'* The persons employed at all the manu- 
factories combined, are not equal in number to 
those at one of a moderate size in Lancashire. 
A considerable portion of weaving is done by 
women, who have or live in farm-houses. 
They receive S^d. per yard for | wide stout 
dark gingham ; an article which is sold at IS^d. 
wholesale, and 15d. retail. These female weavers 
do not in general follow the occupation regularly; 
it is done during their leisure hours, and at the 
dull times of the year. Some, who have no 
other means of support except service, (which 
is unpopular in America,) lodge with farmers, 
and give half the produce of their labout for 
their board and lodging. 

The Pawtucket manufacturers have shops or 
stores in Providence. On their doors a board 
is affixed, " Weaving given out.** During a 
conversation with a proprietor of one of these 
establishments, a woman came in, who, from 
her independent (though not impudent) air^ I 
supposed, must be a customer. His address to 
her, ** 1*11 attend to you directly,** confirmed 
my opinion. She replied, " I want work, Boss,^ 
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the tiM ^""j^^j^ie^^ is that work for 

* csil^^APg^^^^si^yto^^^'^'^ ^d ^^^' would 



J^^a^at^^^^l if addi-essed in the true 

tpg^^^ ifroinP^^^^^^^^^^ t^ Boston is much 
Tb& ^^ tft^^ ^^^^ ^®w London to the latter 
(,e^t^^^^- appearance of the country also 
pl^^' . but there is nothing in either ,a» to 
^W^ appearance which would be inviting to an 
!^f^t^nt pf our beautiful and cultivated island. 
Jj?^^New London to Providence (50 miles), the 
nutob^^ of cows which I saw^ were 16 ; horses, 6 ; 
p/o-s, 10. From Providence to Boston (44 miles), 
38 cows, 10 horses, 25 pigs, and 18 sheep. I met 
several waggons, all of which were drawn by two 
oxen and one horse. When I travelled in the stage, 
and we passed boys or girls, they bowed or curt- 
sied. Some of them brought apples to sell, the 
amountofpaymentbeing left to our liberality* We 
did not meet many persons on the road, and no 
pedestrians, except a black man and woman. 
-There were no beggars — none that, seemed dis* 
tressed — all either were at work, or going to 
or from their labour j and in all my enquiries pf 
farmers, inn-keepers, store-keepers, manufac- 
turers, their servants, and others, I understand 
that employment is not difficult of obtainment 
by industrious and honest men. 
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I sepaiuted from an E&glish f^ow-travell^ at 
Providence; — he proceeded in the stage. During 
our journey he directed nearly all his discourse 
to me, so much so that it was supposed we 
were old friends. I was by no means proud of 
this impression, as my fdlow-countryman was 
so full of the importance and superiority of 
£ngland, that any thing American did not, in 
his eyes, s^em worthy of notice. A man passed 
us on horseback without bowing or speaking; 
my Jriend exclaimed, ** There, you see they 
** have neither manners nor common sense in this 
" country ; if we were in England, you know,. 
^^ and a man passed the stage, he would bow and 
" say, how do you do ?** To this gentleman the 
old story was strictly applicable of two English- 
men and an American travelling in a stage 
from Boston. They indulged their patriotism 
by abusing every thing American^ The buttw 
was not so good as the English — nor the beef — - 
nor the mutton— nor the peaches — nor the laws, 
nor the people — nor the climate-— ;^nor the coun- 
try. Their fellow-traveller was displeased, but he 
remained silent. At length there came (m a 
tremendous storm of thunder and lightning. 
He then burst forth, boiling with rage — ^ There, 
« d— — you, I guess that that thunder and light- 
f^ ning is as good as any you have in England.^' 

As far as I have proceeded I have not seea 
much good land. It may do for graiing» but 
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upon the whole, it is stony and sterile : — and 
what would seem remtu^kaUe is, that in these 
old settled States, at least one^half remains 
uncultivated* Travelling here conveys none 
of those delights which are connected with an 
English country excursion : here, when your 
eye carries you in imagination to the top of a 
hill,- you feel no relief in the fanci^ coBtem- 
plation of your elevated position'9 {uresefiting at 
view of fine seats, and extended cultivation* 
On the qontrary, you first feel that you could 
hardly arrive at the sunmiit through the density 
of a gloomy forest ; and even if you could, that 
your eye would be fatigued with forests and the 
parched monotony of unproductive nature. . 

Arable land in the immediate neighbourhood 
of Boston, is worth from 50 to 100 dollars per 
acre, 011.2s. 6d. to 221.58.,) farmJiouse aftd 
buildings included. The same quantity of land 
at from 8 to 30 miles from Boston, brings from 20 
to 80 dollars ; — meadow and pastun^e^ :^om 
10 to 30 dollars; orchard ditto, 50 to IflO 
dollars per acre. Wood land, near towns, is, of 
course, more valuable than any other, its worth 
increasing yearly. Moderate sized farms usuaJly 
contain all the different kinds of land, in, of 
course, varied proportions. Plaster of Pari3 is 
used for manure j — it does not succeed in those 
lands within the influcQce o£ the sea air. There 
are some rich farmers in the New &)gland 
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States, bat generally it is not an occupation by 
which more than a living can be obtained. 

'Oentiemen^fitrmers do not make more than 
from two to three per cent, on^their money. The 
more wealthy £utners, from 20 to 40 miles from 
Boston, own large pastures, at the distance of 
from 30 to 60 miles from their residence, in the 
mountainous parts of New Hampshire and Ver- 
mont, where cattle and sheep are fattened for 
the Boston market. 

My ehtrance into Boston was not favoured 
by the weather. From its irregularity, and 
other circumstances, this town in appearance 
is more English than that of New York. The 
names are English, and the inhabitants are 
not so uniformly sallow. In proceeding along 
the street with my baggage, to Jones's boarding- 
house in Pearl-street, a gentleman accosted me — 
<* Where are you from ? When did you arrive ? 
<* Any thing new in York ? What is your name ? 
^* Any thing special ?*' 

• Boston has a population of 40,000, yet it is 
not a city: thi3 arises from ah apprehension in 
^e inhabitants, that the powers vested in cor- 
porations would be injurious to their liberties. 
This town is the head-quarters of federalism in 
poHtics, and unitarianism in religion. It con- 
tains many rich men. The Bostonians are^also 
the most enlightened and the most hospitable 
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that I have yet met with : they, in common with, 
all New Englandcrs, have the character of being 
greater sharpers, and more generally diaiionour- 
able, than the natives of the other sections of 
the union : for myself, I should be inclined to 
think otherwise ; and, if I mtist affix such a re-* 
putation, I should be disposed to remove it 
farther south. 

l[^he Atheneum public library, under liie ma^ 
nagement of Mr. Shaw, is a valuable establish- 
ment. It contains 1 8,000 volumes, four thousand 
of which are the property of tha present secre* 
tary of state. In this establiidiment I observed 
American editions of the following works : Reesf 
Cyclopaedia,Edinburgh ditto,Calmet's Dscticmary 
and Fragments, Unitarian Version of the New 
Testament, the Writings of Mosheim, Je^^my 
Taylor, Bishop Lowth, M*Knight, Newcorab,. 
Paley, Murphy's Tacitus, two or three editions^ 
of Shakspeare, Edinburgh Review, Quarterly 
ditto, and the Christian Observer. English ma^ 
gazines and newspapers are filed regularly: 
among the latter were the Examiner, Courier^ 
and Morning Post : the former are misceUa^- 
neous, and collected apparently without regard 
to party. Mr. Shaw obligingly ofibred me access 
to this library :-^ he is a singular character :— hi^ 
whole soul is engross^ by his pursuits ; at ike 
same time be knows every body, a^d every body 
knows him. I have walked with him in the 
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Streets : — dur ptogre$s was slow indeed :— ev^ 
few yards we were accosted, " Ah, Mr. Shaw, 
" I have got something for the Atheneum — a 
" Russian copper/' — " Well, Mr. Shaw, I hav6 
" thou^t of you — such a snake !" — " How 
" do you do, Mr. Shaw ? I have got a prize — 
** such a prize !'* 

Mr. S. *< What, something for the Atheneum, 
" Igues»?*' 

" Yes, a stuffed rat, in fine preservation j my 
" brother brought it from Pemambuco/' 

At Cambridge,* four miles from Boston, is 
situated a college, upcm a large and liberal 
scale. Mr. Washington Adams, who is a student, 
tock me to view it : it contains 250 apart- 
ments for officers aod students. There is a 
philos^bical apparatus, a hall for public reci- 
tations, a dining hall, and a valuable library, 
which contains a few, and almost the only stand- 
ard vrorks in the United States. Admission into 
the college requires a previous knowledge of 
mathematics, Latin, and Greek. All students 
have equal rights — each class has peculiar in-- 
struetoifs — they meet twice a day. There are 
quarterly and annual public examinations. This 
cdl^e is regarded by the orthodox party as he- 
retical in matt^i^f religion — *- it being observed 
as somewhat remarkaUe, that most of the theo- 
logical students leave Cambridge di^saififected to- 
wards the doctrine of the Trinity; The staunch 
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advocates of this system taking the alarm, they 
];^ave established an academy for the education 
of young men, " who must be compelled to 
" kam and to defend the doctrine qf their 
" fatherSi"* as the most effectual means, to op- 
pose the " Cambridge heresies/* A legislative 
act has not yet been obtained to incorporate this 
establishment as a college. From my brief ob- 
servation of these two prominent parties, I 
should be induced to consider the Trinitarians to 
be much behind their English orthodox brethren 
in theological knowledge, liberality, and since- 
rity J and the Unitarians (or more properly, the 
Anti-Trinitarians, for few have gone the whole 
length of Dr. Priestley) to be at the best too 
worldly-minded j — the open avowal of their opi*^ 
nicHis being a point upon which they appear to- 
maintain strict reserve. 

The state of society in Boston is better than in 
New York, though the leaven, not of democracy, 
but of aristocracy, seems to be very prevalent i. 
many of the richer families live in great style, 
and in houses little inferior to those of Russel 
Square. 'Distinctions exist to an extent rather 
ludicrous under a free and popular government i 
there are the first class, second class, third class,, 
and the " old families." Titles, too, are dif- 
fusely distrS)uted. 

Foreigners are not often met with in New 
England* — neither are Jews, or Quakers. There 
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once existed a law in Massaclmssets, which 
awarded the punishment of death to the high 
crime of being a quaker ! It is hardly necessary 
to observe, that this barbarous statute, enacted 
by a people who themselves had fled from reli- 
gious persecution, is not at present in existence. 
It is not now, therefore, civil disabilities which 
exclude the Society of Friends from this " land 
of steady habits," but a cause is said to exist 
for their absence, perfectly adequate to the ^lect 
— the NeW'Englanders are as keen as themselves. 
The same fact applies, perhaps, to the descendants 
of Abraham. 

Boston is not a thriving, that is, not an in- 
xrreasing tpwn : it wants a fertile back country, 
and it is too far removed from the western $tates 
to be engaged in the supply of that new and vast 
enSporium, — except, indeed, with inhabitants, 
a commodity which, I am informed, they send 
in numbers greater than from any other quarter. 

The winds here are violent ; as are also rains, 
but not nearly so frequent as in England. A 
clear sky is, I believe, the general characteristic 
of America: the evenings are certainly most 
delightful. 

The police of Boston must be very far supe- 
rior to that of New York ; at least, if ej^ts 
may be taken as the criterion. The state of 
morals I cannot speak upon ; but medical gen- 
tlemen inform me, that their town is not an 
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stranger here, as a few days previous to this I 
had received the honour of an hospitable recep- 
tion at their mansion. Upon the present occasion 
the minister (the day being Sunday) was of the 
dinner party. As the table of a " late king *' 
may amuse some of you, take the following par- 
ticulars: — first course, a pudding made of Indian 
corn, molasses, and butter ; — second, veal, bacon, 
neck of mutton, potatoes, cabbages, carrots, and 
, Indian beans ; Madeira wine, of which each 
drank two glasses. We sat down to dinner at one 
o'clock : at two, nearly all went a second time 
to church. For tea, we had pound-cake, sweet 
bread and butter, and bread made of Indian 
corn and rye (similar to our brown home-made). 
Tea was brought from the kitchen, and handed 
round by a neat, white servant-girl. The topics 
of conversation were various — - England, Ame- 
rica, religion, politics, literature, science. Dr. 
Priestley, Miss Edgew^orth, Mrs. Siddons, Mr. 
Kean, France, Shakspeare, Moore, Lord Byron, 
Cobbett, American revolution, the traitor Gene- 
ral Aniold. Concerning the popularity, among 
the mass of the people, of this latter personage, 
Mr. Adams related a chai'acteristic occurrence. 
Washington, Arnold, and himself were viewing 
a spot of ground for the purpose of erecting a 
fortification. A man, with great anxiety depicted 
tq>on his coimtenance, enquired of Mr. A., 
*^ Which is General Arnold? the brave Arnold? 



*\ the victorious Arnold ?** His coriosity bdla^ 
gratified, he exclaimed with an oath/ ^^ I guek^ 
^* if I should not glory even in going to hell, pro- 
** vided General Arnold led me on." ' ,X 

The estaldishment pf this pditical patriarch 
consists of a house two stories high, containing, 
1 -believe, eight rooms ; of two men and three 
'maid servants ; three horses, and a plain cap- 
riage. How great is the confarailst between thii 
individual — a man of knowledge and inform:^ 
ation — without pomp, parade, or vitious and 
expensive establishments, . as compared with the 
costly trappings, the depraved characters, and 
the profligate expenditure of ". — ^-r^ Hous^, and 

-^-^ .'■' ■ /'" ! What a lesson m this does 

America teach ! There aire now in this land, no 
less than three Cincinnati ! 
- Thecharge at my boarding-house for eightdays, 
beihgpart of the time I spent at BostiHi, mA% 
^L Is. 8d. I should remark, that neither beer mot 
cider was served at dinner-time — brandy and rum 
.were so ; and the charge, in this instance, is upoa 
ibe presumpUcm that I availed myself of tfaetn 
accordingly. 

: JEducation is rightly valued in jMs state sis 
one of 'the.most important featui^s of legislation. 
/There |irepublic schods, and amongst them some 
at'wbi^h the classics and languages are taugkc 
Thej expenses q£ instruction at private academii^ 
professing to give a cl^ssicad education are about 
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lOQ iiaUar9. per. annum ; SO «t a hmt 'Englih 
91^001; 32 for. a: middling dittos boiM^d from 
tpo to three dollars per week extra i femide tdu*> 
eation aboat 12| per ceot cheapo. The Lan- 
caakeriaii sjrstem is not io opwatioti. Masters 
of freie dassical schads are exismpt frcmi military 
duty and taaes : the same exempttoos arts eojogred 
ky mixiisliers of every denominaiiaa* Gbtrkal 
gmtksien have here an aetiMiishing hold open 
the minds of men : the degree of reverential 
awe for the sanctity of their dBce, and the 
attention paid to the e^Umalfomu of religifm^ 
approach ^most to idolatry; — ^ these feelings 
are, pcchaps, never encouraged witJiout be* 
taming the substitute of real reJigiqn, and ex* 
pfB^ling the active and m^tal principles of 
Christianity. A man who values his good 
l»me in Boston, hardly dare be seen oti^ of 
<di«rch at tiia appointed hours } ~-, this would be 
considered as a heinous crime by men who 
would consider the same individual'^ ideating 
his creditors as of small import. They would 
aeem, in these respects, not unlike thepeculiadiy 
religious among the Jews of old, who showed 
Iheir swictjfcy by a solemn countenance ftad a 
broad, garment, who wjould not eat with im- 
wiadien hands, rad who rc^rded it as profime 
to pluck eurs of com on a Sabbidli^day ; -^biitf 
4Aie founder of Christianity^ in those di^ drew 
asidft ^ ¥eil0f hypocrisy ; declaring; that it was 
fornication, false witness, and evil thoughtswhich 



tikliad a matt -^ and that neglectiDg t£esa q}^ 
y^nurd obsmvances did not d«file a man. His iiie 
of the language of Isaiah ^mmld, I fear, be bufc 
tdo applicable to the religious bodies of this 
place : <« They draw taigh unto me with th«^ 
^mouths, and honocnr me witSi their lips, but 
^f their heat ts are fw from aoe/' 

The namber of* churches is as fdlows : vifli* 
twelve Gongregationalists (nine of which an 
said to be Anti-Trinitarian) ; two Episcopalian; 
three Baptist ; one ditto for blacks ; one Quaker^ 
one Universalist ; one Roman Catholic; two 
Methodist ; one travelling preacher ditto. There 
being here no peculiar state religion, men arie 
allowed the liberty of dioosing to which of the 
sects existing here they shall belong. ro*«te 
mpport of one of thesey turwevery thty are com^ 
petted to eofttribute ; and lAould- they^ neithw 
attetid to the worship, or beliete in Chi doc- 
trines (If any of fliem, the payment must e^pially 
be tiiade -^ and it ^en goes to the funds of the 
Congregationalist body. This enactment would . 
appear rather at war with enl^htened legielatiotiy 
atid scarcely reeoncileable with tiiat extreme jea-^ 
lousy of their liberties^ whid^ would appear to 
have dilated an oppositicm to tbdr town being 
ineorporaited as a csty« — Americans, and espe- 
ctaDy New Englanders, on^^t to have known 
thsA religion, in aU its details, is an affidbr between 
God and-tbe individual only, and that any at- 
I 2 
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■tei&pt at htiman inteifefence, is a violation of 
the rights of ^con8Clence,' and ranks foremost 
ainong the basest of tyrannies. : > 

Pbfi/?>^. — You may expect some report as to 
die political principles of the inhabitants of this 
place ; •— -the following document will speak for 
ijtself, and show, mor^ fully than I can pourtray 
4hem, what are the prevailiiog views and opinions 
xm the subject of European politics* It consists 
X)f the * ^ 

" Appendix^* to " A discourse deBvered in Boston^ 

. " at the solenm festival in commemoration of the 

*\ goodness of God, in delivering the Christian 

*\ world Jrom military despotism, by WtlUam 

^^^ Henry Channingy mnister of ike church in 

. . /* FederaUstreetj Boston.** ^. 

•^ After receiving intdlig^nce of the late asto^ 

•^.nishing revcdutions in Europe, ascertaining 

\^ beyond all doubt the entire subversion of thajt 

**^ atrocious military despotism, which bad sO 

" long desolated the Christian and civilized 

".world, a number of the dtizeAs of this 

•5 metropc^s and the commonwealth at lai-g^ 

>• assembled on the 8th inst. at the house rf 

^* .His Honour William Phillips,, to consult i^poft 

**.the propriety of noticing the$e events in a 

„^* manner suited to their character and impprt- 

:^\ ance, and to the sentiments which they were 

**: calculate to inspire. Dfeeply impressed wit)i 
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** the magnitude and the beneficial and lasting 
i* in^uence of this revolution, upon the best and 
^* dearest interests of society, they had^hb hesi- 
** tatipn in recommendingtto their fellow ciUzens 
*^ the observance of a solemn religious festival 
^' in commemoration of the goodness of God^ 
^* in humbling unprincipled ambition^ in crush-^ 
^* ing wicked and unjust power, in .delivering 
" the world from cruel and disgraceful bondage, 
" in restoring to mankind the enjoyment of their 
^* just rights under the protection: of legitimate 
^^ gfi^vemment^ and in giving to nations theicheer* 
1* ing prospect of permanent tranquillity, l^ot 
^f that purpose a laige and respectable committee 
:<< was chosen to make the necessary arrange- 
.*< oients. : ; : r , * 

«* Concluding prayer and benediction— Rev. 
•* i)r. Lathrop. 

f* The musical performances, vocal and' in* 
5< strum^qtal, were executed by a very full choir 
>^ and band, in a style of enthusiasm, taste and 
^* excellence, seldom equalled in this metropolis. 
.*« The celebration was attended by the^gwernor, 
** eouncilj ^and both branches qf the legislature^ 

" After tiie religious ^rvices of t^e day M^ere 
^ closed, the Honourable Mr* Gdre,! chairman 
fi'^. qf the committee of aujrangemerits, introdufced 
*' ,die fcdlowiiig r**6lutions, byraoeyarkiilg on the 
^f h^y rtate d£ Europe jiricpjto. the .French 

I 3 
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^ dition to which that eventTe^Uiced the civfll^ed 
<< wbiid, the ji]8£ apprekensioM of wretchedness 
<^ and barbarism from the conthmed despotism 
<« of Bonaparte, and the consequent joy that 
$' m<ist arise from his destruction and the 
<< establishment of &rder and public j^^dom in 
** Europe. 

" bi:j5olutxons. 

<< A large number t)f citiwos of the State- of 
<' M^tssacbusetts convened at l^ton £»r the pur- 
^< pose of expressing, io a solemn manner, their 
^ tlianks to Almighty God, for his Isrte gracious 
^ and wonderful interposition^ in ddi^ering 
*< Europe from that most fearful despotism^ 
«* under which a great portion of the nations 
** were actually suffering, and which th6 rest 
^ had just reason to apprehend: and for the 
^ farther purpose of manifesting^ tbeir sympathy 
^* and participation in the general joy dF one 
** hmkd^di millions: of the Christian wodd, and 
"^ tiieir delight at the prospect of a speedgr and 
V durable ttran^mllity to suffering and distracted 
«< nation^ the^ following ResQluliAn;^ having 
^^ been duly matared^ wcdo intro^ced; 

<< ii^^d^^ Thait the citizens of Massaehoaetts 
^' here assembled, contemplate widi tmfeigned 
^^ joy th0 emmdpaiion oS tire IVendh people 
^^ ftoid the tfwqiMl pm«rtif ^f^ni^kmi^^23y 



^* advontuiisr ; and ibey revoke im iim proqpeet 
<< that thirty^^five mUlioiis of thek fellow men, 

f» mi^ Utfi^^ercOff Ubertyr udapki ta Adkr Uatt 
*^ ijf society mtd kakUsj md a cm st i M hn wi 
*^ admimatreliim i^gover nme n i , ofipateiMif (xith- 
*^J(mm4 to ^eir wishes^ They a>ngimt|ilatd 
^< the venerable head oi the hdtise iff Bmthon 
*^ tm bifl restoratioii from exile, to the throne 
*^ of his ancestor^ to width he is caUed ijf the 
<< t»ire0i6es of Acr peopiCf ami from which he 
*^ hi^ boeii exduded by a series of criiaes, at 
<< whieh bunmnky ahuddera They remember 
fMbelanguageofllieifireirotutiooary sages and 
^^ IMUaiots, glowu^ with affection and' aspect 
^^ towacd the late mihappyand injured possessor 
*^ of the throne of the BoiiriDons ; nor can they 
^^ forget that t^ good understanding between 
*^ this country and France was never intemtpted 
^ so long as l^at family wwe in power, but that 
^< vs^im^s and insnlti!i, suoh as no natioa^ ever 
«^ be^ire std^ttl^ tf^ h&9m been beeped iipoii 
«^ it by all th^ sticcesecnis, fiom tiie.tfaiisient 
«< ^eippt ef a day, to^iemoire permaiient tyrant, 
^< dothed with imperiair anthoility. It is not 
^^ naore. jfrpm a convict^ thai the hrtet€st of 
^^ tbe. Ueited. Stotes. will be pir^maed by the 
!f :}ate auftpioi^aa events^ than firmn their r^ard 
V t^ die iMI^nesa of t>tb(r Jialiw^ tbAt tiiey 
1! eoi^gral9i)att.:flie £ovetaj§n and^ Biopio 6f 
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<< Fnmee^ da the volantary Mnewal of theif 
V anciwt ties. t. 

<< JS^^A;^!^ That the people 1^ Mas^tchnsettd 
f« jecoUect.the geitecous sympa&y of the Dutch 
<< towvds the American people during the dark- 
*< est pmod of their revolutionary striiggfo ; and 
^< re|}^i^qe most fervently in the glorious errmnd- 
<< patkm o£ the United Netherlands. Hiey bless 
^\ God, that whilst this people appeared t& human 
f ^ eyes, for ever bJottJed out of Uie list of nations,' 
^* : He was At that moment prq^uuing iti^ reitor- 
^^ ation to independence^ and, it may be hcped," 
^* to g^pry and power^ Thei^ r^oke ivUh the 
^^ patriotic MoUanders at the return qf theiUu^ 
«* trims house qf Orange to their ^st magistracy] 
'f and do not wander at their enthusiastic Joi^ 
«* upon /*e occasion^ when they remember that 
** this mu^entfa^mbf have ieen always the gaUant 
*^ and zealous danders 4^ the rights and liberties 
^^ qf. the Dutch people^ •* 

" Mesohed, That the liberation of Grermany; 
^V Italy, and. Switeerkmd, and espedally of 
«< Prussia, with whom this country is connected 
<< by treaty, are abo causes <^t the most exalted 
^* pleasure to thia assembly. , 

** M^okedy That they have always witnessed 
¥. with deep emotion,^ and: watched with con^ 
if «tant' anidety, the struggle of the iSpant^^and 
^ IV>rtiigup8e inatioas for their iQ^eSn^ilce'f 
'^^ aod it jtherefore^igives sii£Dere'dali^i;^'4nd 
*• this independence fufly confirmed, and nothing 



ALEXAMBBR THE BBLIVERER. ISI 

^ but^Ae iinhappy situation in Whifch this^onn-' 
** try i^ placed in relation to one of the dU^s/ 
♦• prevents their'expressing a just sense of the 
^* tirtues and talents <rf that chief, to whom,' 
" under God, whole nations are So greatly 
"indebted. ^ ' 

** Resolved, That this assembly view with 
" mingled emoHms qf admir^on and gratitude^ 
«* ^^uneix^mphd magnanimity of the great head 
^^ of the Confbderaeif for the deliverance of 
•* Chrkiemiom. Thd name of Alexander the 
*^ Demverer, vMl he dhoays dear to efverylwer 
« ^ national freedom^ whUe ihe TVMleraHony dis- 
" interestednesSf foresight^ and determkiation of 
" all the Con/ederateSf to sacrifice every things to 
^* the future repose of Europe y mil cause * their 
*^ ndmes to he venerated^ and the epoch to be for 
^ ever memorable. It is with the greater joy they 
** perceive this liberality and true wisdom in the 
" alUed councils^ as it dpyrds a xveU-grounded hope 
*^ of a restoration of peace to this country ^ on 
** terms compatible ^th its interest dnd its honor. 
] ^* it isbefcause the rfecent events in Eiirope have 
**' a direct tendency to rendet liberty secure, to 
** hheck anarchical propek^ties^ to resthUii Ritt- 
^ hiiioTky foster morab and religion, ' and '{6 
<* protect" property and the Arts, and fin^y, to 
^' give solid peace *tb the Christian world,* that 
** this assembly hail thein aS blessings, that -they 
i^ boV^hqmble^^fpititud^ 
«^ frbrfl Whc^^ ^goodng^s thby klF prWeed i and 
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«* it 18 from a desire it may be known Dw^ ,mA 

<^ partake in the joy <^ all civiUjsed natiws^ 
<< that these feelings and qentimeftto are M>w 
<^ proclaimed. 

'< TAe$e resolutions, having been severa/fy ^on^ 
<^ sideredi "were cordialfy mfprw^ and unmu- 
<< moml^ adopted ^ the ass^nbfy. 

'< /n /lie evemng^re^Jwarks were e^^dbitedt and 
^^ by a resolve of the X^gi^ture the St<i^hw9e 
<< QM» ilbminatBidy as mere some private iof^fi 
<^ iff anumner to con^te the sober and djigf^^ 
*^ ^(fSfinent qf Ike vast multitudes who united 
*< in the celebration.'* 

This is, I think, a curious document Th^ 
gentlemen^ whose names it contains, are the 
ko^^ing men in Boston ; and it may be taken a« 
speaking the general sentiments of the inhabit- 
ants, not only of Boston, but of New Ei^land 
generally, and eveiji of some persons in New 
York, upon a subject clearly illustrative of ^eir 
views, at once, of European and general politics. 

24th September, 1817, I left Boston for Al- 
bany, in the stage : the distance is 180 miles i 
the fare, 21. 14s. ; charge for all meals on the 
fQad| Ss. 3d. each } for be^d, 2s. 3d. : nothing 
given to waiters or coachmen. The stage called 
at my lodgings at two o'clock in the mornings 
There was, upon my entrance into it, butgne 
passenger i he was an Americani and, of course^ 



soo&cbtatni^ from me the information that I 
was going to Albany* We were driven i^ut 
the town for an hoar, taking up others } so &at, 
before our starting, we were well filled with 
passengers and their luggage. The man be- 
fbre referred to was going but ten miles ; yet he 
must know from every person how far they were 
travelling, and whether or not they were " no- 
iifees*^ of Boston. An old man, partially deaf, was 
the last object of his attack. His seat being 
central, the first question put to him Was» <• Where 
are you going, middle on*?^ This being answtered 
satisfactorily, the following dialogue eteued : -^ 

Q. Do you keep at Boston ? — A. No.' 

Q. Where do you keep ? — A^ Fairfield* 

Q. Have you been a lengthy time ia Boston, 
^h, say ? — A. Seven days. 

Q. Where (Kd you sleep last night P-w^i. 
■ street, 

Q. What number 5^ — A. Seven. 

Q. That is Thomas Adonis --^'s house ?♦«- 
A. No ; it is my son's, 

Q. What, have ^ov a soaR— -4. Yesj and 
^blighters. 

Q. What is your name? — -4. Wilfeun Henry 
, I gue^s, 

Q. Is your yn& Hive f^-« A^ N<^ she k dead, 
I guess. 

^ 0. Did she die idici: riglit smw^p^A. No; 
not by any manner of means. 
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Q. How long. have you. teen jriarrJedP-^-^* 
Thirty years, I guess. . . . . fV 

iQ. What age were you when you were mar^ 
ried ? — A. I guess naighty near thirty-three* . . ; 

Q* K you were young again I guess you 

would roacry earlier ? — ^. No ; I guess, thirty* 

three is a mighty grand age for marrying. m 

. Q. How old is your daughter ? — A. Twewty^ 

"&e.' 

Q. I guesst she would like a husband ? — At N<l| 
she is mighty careless about that. . .1 . t; > 

Q. She is not awful (ugly), J guess ? — ^. No^ 
I guess she is not. . . ..< 

Q. Is she sick? — A. Yes. 

Q. What is her sickness ? — -4. Conaumption. 
. Q. I had an item (a supposition) of that. . You 
have got a doctor, I guess ?r^ A^ Gueite I h^ve* 
.*.Qv Is your son a trader?—;^. Yes* 

Q. Is he his own boss? — A. Yes, . — 

Q. Are his spirits kedge (brisk) ? A. Yes j I 
expect they were y^terday* ... ^^ 

Q. How did he get in business ?-^^t J planted 
liim there..: I was. hi&.spo^scMr for^a thousand 
dollars. I guess he paid me within time; mA 
ha i&. now pfogtesi^ii% slickt He :bovi^h;tjhis 
store at a good lay (a good bargain),. . ,^- -- 
. t Tlie youqg. iman*«-araMal jA his de^tin^jion 
put a stop to this coui*se of question and^c^surf r j 
;and the inqii^stivQ^atechiser invito his.el4^rly 
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ffiend, when he should come that waj^ «« to go 
]k/[ Ms house and dine with him.** 
' Northampton^ 97 ' miles from Boston* We 
arrived at this town at ten o'clock at night. 

We started hence at two o'clock the following 
joaorning. The road leads over the Green Moun- 
tain, and is both tedious and difficult There 
seemed scarcely a spot upon the mountains 
^cap^ble of cultivation. In one place there were 
ten fjrame buildings, among which a skeleton 
church was not the least prominent^ 

At Pit^eld, 140 miles from Boston, we 
stopped for an hour and a half. This town is 
^sii^ularly situated, in a beautiful and fertile 
,valley> on the banks of the Hausatonic River. 
There are here two inns, five stores, 100 houses, a 
coi^regationalist church, and a military barracks. 
We arrived on a military field day : soldiers were 
exercising in the street : they were dressed in 
their common clothing;— ^ to distinguish officers 
from men was difficult : some were armed with 
s(ticks, some with umbrellas, some with muskets; 
all were talking, and each seemed to da as he 
jpleased. At the church door, where a man W8« 
retailing cider, the sons of Mars were actively 
engaged in making purchases ; their officer? 
joining in this department of militaiy service. 

One of our passengers was a labouring man : 

he conversed with ease and with gpod sense J I 

* particularly remarked his correct pronunciatioi^i 
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and concluded thit this dass ^ Mci«fy "^mt 
much superior to the lower orders in England^ 
He afterwards prored to be a Londcoier^ and 
had recently emigrated to this country, in tl^ 
ship Perseus; — an instance this how cautioo^ 
travellers ought to be in drawing general co^ 
elusions from particular facts. 

The country from Boston to^ Albany (^4 not 
equal my expectations. The sdil appears stMite, 
and theffe still remains immense bracts uncuhi- 
vated. The towns look new and handsome. A 
barren rock over which we travelled is named 
Lebanon ;— 'this, I observe, accords with a poifrt 
of national character, which shows itself in a 
love of striking, of ancient, and of ^ard tiBsneti. 
Counties or towns are denominated At^ns, 
Homer, Virgil, Horace, Cincinnati. Mem^^^ 
Cicero, Brutus, Solomon. Women — Pendope, 
Adeline, Desdemona. 

Upon the condition of the people I have lilde 
more to say than to repeat my former remark. 
•There seems no absolute want: all have the 
essential necessaries of life ; few its luxuries. 
Tlieir habits and manners are similar, to those I 
have observed in their countrymen genendly : 
all seem to have a great deal of leisure, and fcw, 
or none to occupy it for the purposes of mental 
-improvement- The grossly coarse and vulgsff 
man is as rare as the solidly intelligent and 
liberal. Ignorance, I suspect, exists a gi>eat; 



dMl HMK m fii^ than in appearuna. Men 
tdd#m converse upon any subject except those 
conneeted with their immediate pecuniary in- 
teMst;«-*few appear to have any regard for tiie 
general extension of liberty to the whole huaum 
family. 

In (^er to gain an idea of the agriculture 
and palliation of the country^ it occurred to 
me to tdke an account^ as far as I could, of the 
live 0lodfi, &c. which I saw from the road. 
This may appear trifling ^^ perhaps almost ri- 
^Uiciilous; but by comparing it with what you 
would yourself see, under similar circumstances, 
on an English road, you may gain some useful 
ideas en the subfect. During the route of 18& 
mjks, theiH which I have just traversed, I 
counted twenty-flve cows, t^^i horses, six small 
farmers' waggons, three men travelling on foot, 
four on horseback, two families in waggons re- 
fldN^ing to the western coimtry, one on foot 
ptjfauing the same course. There were no beg- 
jgar3;-«^none who appeared much distressed* 
Tbe^cows and horses are smaller than ours } but 
they are compact in shape, and well &d. After 
having passed through Wesboro, Wwcester, 
Northampton, and Pittsfidd (all towns of cou- 
siderable importance^ and containing many ex- 
cellent buildings) I arrived late in the evening at 

Alkamf^ the capstal of the state ot New York. 
It is distant from the city of New York abotit 
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160 miles, and lies at.tbe head of the sloop 
navigation »f the Hudson River. Should the 
x:anal to Lake Erie be com{deted| this mwt be* 
<:ome a first-rate town : it is» even at present, a 
place of extensive business. T1>e building in 
which the State-legislature meet is called/* The 
rCapitol ;*' - — it is situated on an elevationcat the 
termination of the main street, ..and c^cfa^nly 
presents a fine appearance.— I have doiy tiine 
Xa give you the following unarruiged iufwm- 
ation concerning Albany. 

The poptdation is about 1S,0(XX Shop^ 
Jceepers, of whom I have conversed with several^ 
complain most bitterly of the state of trade. A 
large body of mechanics recently left here for 
want of employment ;— the wages given to those 
who remain are the same* as^t New York : their 
board is three dollars per week. I pay at my inn 
one and a half dollar per day. Rent of aiiouse 
and shop in a good situation, is from five to sev^n 
hundred dollars per annum, and the taxes about 
.twenty dollars. There are many small wood 
houses, which are from fifty to one hundred aiid 
fifty dollars per annum, according to size and 
jituation* Beef, mutton, and veal, are 5d. to 6|d. 
.per pound ; fowls, 8d. to 9|d-. each ; ducks,: Idd. 
to l6d. ; geese, 2s. Sd. ; butter, 14d. a poutid ; 
potatoes, 20d. a bushel; flour, 45s. abarrdr^ 
fish, 4d. to 7d. a pound ; rum and gin, 4f^i 6d. 
per gallon j brandy and hollands, 96. 6d. 1 
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I must Still withhold my advice upon the ge- 
neral subject of emigration. I am not yet pos- 
"sess^ of evidence frctai which I can form that 
matured judgment, which should either give you 
encouragement, or the contrary. My feelings 
are certainly those of disappointment j but feeU 
«^^^is a bad guide, and therefore its suggestions 
matt remain, at present, confined to my own 
bosom. Perhaps^one cause of these unfavour- 
able impressions' is, that my ideas of this 
country, in common with your own, were higher 
tiban aa expei'ience of mankind, or a deliberate 
view of' aU the circumstances of thi* people, 
would have justified. Thus much, however, I 
l^W;say> that, although I see no decidedly: promi- 
nent inducement to emigration,' yet the poor in- 
dustrious man, who Has got a family, and tlie 
mechanic who is not earning more than a guinea 
a week, - would find their pecuniary affairs im- 
proved by beconiing citizens of this republic. 
,X<t the, capitalist, I can as yet give no satis- 
factory inforttiation. With anxious hopes that I 
^ail receive letters when I arrive at Phila(kl« 
pbia, I must for the present take my teave, in- 
tending to forward a further report by the very 
jSrst opportunity* . i : i 
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CITIZEK JBNET. — SCENERY OF HUDSON RIVER. — RETURN 
TO NEW YORK. — VIEW IT MORE PA VOURARLY. -* »HOR^ 
m>VM AND DANGEROUS POWERS VESTBp IN THE CKH 
VERNOR. — LEAVE NEW YORK FOR PHILADELPHIA,— 

TRENTON. — GENERAL MOREAU. RIVER DELAWARE. 

— JOSEPH BUONAPARTE. — APPEARANCE OF COUNTRY 
FROM NEW YORK TO 1*RENTON. -^ARRIVAL IN PKO'A* 
DBLPHIA. •<— FINE APPEARANCE OF THAT CITY. — WAMT 
OF DOMESTIC COMFORT AND CLEANLINESS. — PREPAR- 
ATIONS FOR A GENERAL ELECTION. — FULL PARTICULARS 
OF THAT OCCURRBNCV. — COPIES OF ELECTIONEERING 
HAND BILL9.<— REFLECTIONS UPON POLITICAL LIBERTY 
IN AMERICA. — VISIT TO MAYOR's COURT. — LAW PRO- 
CEEDINGS. — VISIT TO THE PRISON. — ITS RXCRLLKNT 
MANAGEMENT. — THE PENNSYLVANIAN HOSPITAL. — ■ 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS AWIX INSTITUTIONS^— FINE ART«» -*• 
FRALE's MUSBUM.^- markets.-* PRICKS OF PROVISiqNS; 
OF LABOUIt. — RENTS. RELIGIOUS SECTS. — FANATI- 
CISM OF SOME. — ESyMATldN OF NEGROES.— MIL I TAtTY 
SERVICE. — CLIMATE. — DISEASES. — * HIGH CHARGES OF 
• MEDICAL GENTLEMEN. — P^OR LAWS, — POLICE. ^ 
STATE OF MORALS; OF MANNERS. — CHARACTER OF 
PHILADELPHIAN LADIES. — WHAT CLASSES OF EMI- 
GRANTS WOULD BE LIKELY TO SUCCEED. -—AMERICA 
&I8ING IN MY ESTIMATION. — TAXES. 

Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 1817. 

The weU-iaiown citizen Jenet boarded at the 
inn at Albany ^ in which I took up my abod^ 
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When ambissacfor from the republic of fVauce 
to tli6 republic of America^ he was peculiarly: 
pfomineut, as faafing uifder Us inftuehce a larger 
party, who were actively in opposition to t^' 
admimstration of General Waadiington : he Wfts 
in cons^ueiide mcalled. , At present he is an 
£^06t unnoticed individual ; though his polite- 
ness^ ih this ^< land without manners/' wiU caustr- 
him to be remarked, at leaiM during his seat at^ 
the dinner table. 

When I arrived at the inn, I was extremely 
coM. 1 AH tiie fires were surrounded by g^ti* 
tlemen smc^ng segars, and lolling back on 
chairs, with their feet fixed against the chimniay" 
fimc6i An idea of making room for a shivc^-^ 
ing^ stranger, seemed not to enter into their 
minds. I left Allxmym the steam-boat Rich- 
mondf a|id proceeded to the city of Htuison. t 
hasten cm in my (ktail to th& city r^'New York, 
^e interior of the State not having fumMied me 
with any features peculiarly different from those 
i^ready communicated ; but I must not quit' 
lim noble Htidion without first contribut»% my 
share of praise, in acknowledgment of the de- 
light 1 experienced in viewing the varied scenery 
of this magnificent river. Upon leaving Albany, 
the views which presented themselves were 
mild and pleasing ; as we approached the Cats- 
kill M(mntains; the scene assumed the true cha- 
ract^ of boltl and fearless j^^suadeur. 
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The <:ity of New Y&tkj upon a second visit, 
improved in my estimation : such: is the. ^fect 
of comparison ! : Hie season having advanced, 
manyjbad returned from "the springs,'' as, Bal*^ 
ston s»d Sa^oga are denominated. This pM- ^ 
duped a most striking improvement in the e£bct. 
of the public promenade, particulmiy wilii re^. 
sipect to tibe females : many of them were hand- 
some, and had the appeanmce of health, while 
nearly all of them were even splendidly attilred. 

My former acquaintances were eager to know 
my opinion of Bostw, aikl to discover how it 
stood in " a stranger's judgment," m compared 
with their own idolized city. I endeavoured to. 
be impartml in drawing the parallel ) but na 
qMolj^haU^n of praise^ as to their own {dace:tyf 
cettdence, would satisfy them. Every sentence 
terminated with an appeal to some pecuUif 
beaufy or excellence which th^y possaised and 
ihe oilier town wanted ; as, " Remember BrMd^ 
" way, Mr. Fearon !** or " You know, Sir, the 
•^ bat^ry. Sir!— the battery. Sir! and &oad- 
^* way, Mr. Fearon — and the battery; theee 
<* can b? nothing like these in tlje worlds" The 
Bostonians on their part are equally bigofied in: 
favour of their town ; andiqdeed I find, almost 
ui^iji^rs^y, t,hat. sectional prejudices are a^ 
s.tiroiig apipngst ihepcuiejives, as those which 
^xist genewdly against England ; fiw tfeere seems 
to be no rea^mng^in the }i^qs and did&es of: 
this people. 



V^paa pontics I have little to oommimidate. 
•^1 am told that the situations ^ which are in 
the gift of the Council of Appointment (and 
they comprise almost every civil c^fice in the 
State) are bought and .isold as comaronly as the 
pom* (^pf ebs^ men of colour are in the neagb* 
bouring states ; or, to bring the matter n^rer 
home, as frequently as seats in our House of 
Commons. 

ad October. Left New York for Philaddpbia, 
in the steam4>6lit " Olive Branch**' 

In the evening I arrived at Trenton, which 
isvlheca^tai o£ New Jersey. General Mortau's 
staMes are stiU standing in this neighbcwhood; 
his dwelling-house was consumed by fire. Kii% 
Joseph was negotkting for a house here, in aa- 
-tksi^ation c^ his brother Lucien's arrival : the 
price was to have been 30,000 dollars. At si^^ 
o'clodk in the momliog we recommenced our 
journey for Philadelphia. Joseph Buonaparte'^ 
house is situated on the Jersey banks of the river 
Delaware: in appearance it is equal to a mo- 
derate Englidb^ country seat. He is said to have 
bought it for 10,000 dollars, and to have laid 
out 20^000 more in having it completed in a 
spletndid style. At present he is from home, 
having gone to view Niagara Falls. His asso- 
ciates ^e French gentlemen, but he is easy 
of aceeasy.and appears to participate in the 
intefeste of the country ; -*-awns a steam-boat, 
and would be popular, if it were only <»i account 

K 3 
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of his riches. ^ When be arrived in New York 
from Europe, an anecdote is currently related 
of the Amierican porter who was remoVifag kSs 
baggage from the vessel. It was heavy. King 
Joseph was standing on the wharf ; -~the honest 
republican called to him, *< Come, Boney, ielBd 
f' a hand.*' 

At ten o'clock we arrived at Market^street 
Wharf, Philadelphia. Before I enter upon 
a description of this truly fine city, it miy be 
well to occupy a few lines with what remarks 
I have made on the country through whic3i I 
have passed. The banks of the Rariton are low, 
but contain scnne fine salt meadows. Ti^ 
country from ti^ew Brunswick to Trenton is wiefl 
cultivated, but the soil appears indiflferent : the 
roads are extremely bad. Easiness of circum- 
stances, or rather an absence of poverty, ap- 
pears to characterise tbie condition of Hie in- 
liabitants: the negroes are sorely oppressed. 
'There are many good houses in the towns. 8ik 
isteam-bpats passed us on the Delaware : tte 
scenery of this river possesses no characteir in . 
common [with that of the Hudson : there is a 
total absence of the bold and the grand ; yet it 
possesses much that may be termed beimtifitls 
with a calm serenity which is very ple2»it^» 

When our boat arrived we were inundated 
with pOTters, the greater part of whom w6re 
blacks, the rest were Irish : they had tin pbtes 
on thar hats of brenstSji upon whiphiiwceiirittea 



their names smd residences. 1, for the first 
tifne,. allowed my trunk to go out of my sight. 
Ja Engjiand^ among strange porters, X should 
have been more particular, but here such things 
fure done without hesitation. I should not sup- 
pose that this proceeded from any peculiar feel- 
ings of national honour, or a general spirit of 
iJQit^rity : the real cauiae lies, J rather think, in 
the simple fact, that any^man may obtaiq work, 
and when it is. completed, will be liberally paid* 
The inducements to dishonesty are thus less* ^^ 
ened at their true source. . 

^ My first impressions of this city were decide 
edty favourable : it gave ii&e ideas of a substantial 
oast. In the possession of a character essentially 
di£^ent from New York — it has not so much 
business, not so much gaiety, not so much life ; 
but there is in Philadelphia a freedom from mere 
display, a relief from gaudy trappings, an evi- 
dence of solidity, of which its more commercial 
rival is nearly destitute. The streets are clean, 
well and regularly built* First-rate private 
houses are numerous, as are also public build- 
ings ; but their architecture is not of the highest 
order. The foot-paths are impeded by an inju- 
dicious mode of constructing cellars, by which 
they project into the street j and also by a v§ry 
slovenly practice of the store-keepers, which is 
common in America, namely, placing quantities 
<^Joose goods outside of their doors. 

K 4t 
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The quality of some af the water of Rula- 
delphia may be estimated from/ the experii&ent 
of Mr. Hunter, who, upon analysing* 220 galleys 
from a pump in Second-street, found it to con- 
tain the following ingredients: 12 oz. chalk, 
32 oz. salt-petre, 17 ozr magnesia, 24 oz. cohi* 
mon sea-salt. 

The Delaware, of which the Indian name k 
Foulaxat, upon the banks of which this city is 
built, rises in the State of New York. At this 
city it is 1360 yards wide, and is navigable for 
vessels of any burden. It is fro2fen in the 
winter months ; a circumstance which materially 
affects the commercial interests of Philadelphia^ 
and gives a great advantage to New York, as the 
latter port is rarely closed* - 

The present population erf Philadelphia is 
estimated at 120,000, many of whom live in 
houses which would adorn any city in the world* 
Rents are about 25 per cent, lower than in New 
York : this, I should apprehend, does not pro- 
ceed either from a comparative want of prospe- 
rity, from cheaper materials, or lower-priced 
labour; but from a more general equality <rf 
desirable situations, combined with the exist- 
ence of more real, though perhaps less appa- 
rent capital. It may be also that rents s^e in- 
fluenced by the calculating habits of the society 
of friends, ^who reside *here Jn great numbers. 

After a residence of three days at the hotel, I 
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removed to a private boarding-house, in one of 
the bed-rooms of which I am now writing. The 
dtmng-room of this establishment is genteel ; 
but the other apartments, and more particularly 
the kitchen, are of a kind not much to excite 
admiration, I perceived here what — unpleasatit 
as may be the discovery, I think I have ob- 
served elsewhere, and — worse still, what I fear 
pervades this new world, an affectation of splen- 
dour, or what may be called style^ in those things 
which are intended to meet the public eye ; with 
a lamentable want even of cleanliness in stich 
mutters as are removed Jrom that ordeal. To 
this may be added, an appearance of uncom- 
fortable extravagance, and an ignorance of that 
kind of order and neatness which constitute, in 
the «ight of those who have once enjoyed it, 
the principal charm of domestic life. I should 
rejoice to find myself in an error in this judg- 
ment ; but all I have seen myself, and all I have 
collected from the observation of others most 
competent to form a ciorrect opinion, tend to 
its confirmation. 

Last evening I drank tea at a genteel private^ 
house. — The furniture was splendid, the table 
profusely supplied, being loaded with fish, dfied 
beef and sausages ; the bread and butter waa 
roughly cut in huge hunks piled zig-zag. The 
childi^en's faces were dirty, their hair uncombed, 
their dispositions evidently tmtaught, and all 
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the menlbeinJr the family, from the boy of sax 
years of age, up to the owner (I was goiAg to 
. Bij master) of the house, appeared mdepemknt 
of each other. I have seen die same character* 
istics in other families — in some indeed d^ 
cidedly the contrary; but Aese latter would 
jseem to be the exceptions, and the former the 
general rule. 

Funerals are uniformly attended by lai^ 
walking processions. In the newspapers I have 
frequently observed advertisements stating the 
deaths, and inviting air friends to attend the 
burial. The dead are seldom kept more than two 
da3rs. At the time appointed, intimate frieiids 
enter the house, others assemble outside and 
lUl into the procession when the body is brought 
out Sorrow does not seem depicted in the 
countenances of any. Many smoke segars, and 
none appear chargeable with the hypocrisy de- 
scribed by the poet of « mocking sorrow with 

s,^ ** a heart not sad.** 

*^ The present is a most busy time at this place, 
to-morrow being the day of election for the 
governor of the State of Pennsylvania. I have 
bMU fortunate in having letters of introduction 
to the leading man of one of the great pc^tical 
parties which divide this State ; inasmuch as by 
that means I have witnessed all the novel ma- 
chinery which is now in such active qreration. 
The governor has the gift of from forty to 



fifty ofl^cas, mnQng^ which are those o£ recorder, 
alderman, and indeed every minor as well as 
i]pQy»lMrtajpit civil occupation* Auctipneersalsore* 
cedva their, authority to sell from the governor ; 
aad their numl^r being small, the profession her 
comes a most valu^le monopoly* By means of 
this statement you will see the value and im^ 
portance of the office of governor, and will not 
be surprised that its obtainment should be the 
object of a severe oriitest. 

lOtb Oct The faction being i^w cj/osed, I 
em sit down and review it c^mly as a wh<^ 
It has been to me a hi^ly interestiiig scenes 
The political parties at pcesent range I believe 
as follows : 

; lA. The vident dem^ocrats, called ** Patent 
<* Democrats," 

Snd. The mcM^erate democrats, called by the 
0everal names of " Independent Republicaas/f 
« Democrats of the Revolution,'' and "Old 
** Schoolmen." 

3d* Federalists,. called,also « Tories," " Hart- 
>< ft>rd Conventioijalists," aad " Blue Jight 
^*Men." 

.4th/ No pwrty.men, called " Quids," 
' The present candidates for the office of^gp*- 
y6mor are each of them of the democratic party^ 
(greneral Hiestear is c^ the moderate faction^ and 
is aJao supported against his opponent .by the 
dG^bratists ^d .quids. Mr. Finky has the pow- 
erful aid of the unyielding democrats; and» 
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though he is in a minority in the proportion of 
one to three within the city of Hiiladelphia, 
little doubt is entertained of his election's hayv)|f 
been carried by a large majority through ihe 
State at large. All that are citizens, whether 
native or naturalized, ^f the age of 21 years 
and upwards, and who have paid their. taxes^ 
have the right of voting. It is not necessary that 
a man should be a householder in order to pay 
taxes, there being here a direct or poll tax of 9s. 
per annum, which alone, when paid by men pos- 
sessed of the previous qualifksation of citizenship, 
establishes the right to vote. The general elec» 
tio9 is preceded by mk election in the different 
wards of officers called Inspectors, whose busi- 
ness it is to receive liie ballot ticket of voters i. 
parties try their strength in this first step. 1 
witnessed the mode of voting: the persons 
choosing inspectors attend at a stated place m 
their own ward, and deliver in their ballot through 
a window. The number assembled at any one 
time did not exceed twenty. There was no 
noise, no confusion, in fact, not even cmver- 
sation. I was astonished to witness thd smxiely 
felt by leading men, that ^A^ir piurty should be 
elected inspectors. The eventual choice at the 
general election seemed, in fact, in their esti- 
mation, actually to rest upon the having :^< In- 
jectors" of their own party. I reinarked to 
them that it could be of no consequence of what 
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party these gentlemen were, as they were pro- 
tected from partial or corru^ conduct by the 
mode erf* votmg being by ballot. One of them 
informed me afterwards, that the fact of the in- 
spectors being on one side or the other had been 
calculated to make a difference of upwards of 
200 votes in a particular section ! — ^ arising from 
the reception of improper, and the rejection of 
good votes. The means by which an inspector 
can effect this, though the mode is by ballot, is 
said to be remarkably exact. That there may 
be some truth in this statement, would seem 
prdbable from a scene which I witnessed in the 
evening. I cisdled upon the gentleman before 
Alluded to. His room was corbpletely craitimed 
with the managers of the forth-coming election ; 
andjhere, instead of finding that the general 
anxiety was at all connected with the advance- 
ment of correct political principles, I heard the 
following conversation : — ^^ 
. " FU bet you fifty (dollars) on Hiester in 
Ghesnut ward.*' 

«< What majority wiH you give him ?*V 

" One-fourth.** 

>* Give old Sour Kraut (Hiester) & hundred 
and thirty, and 1*11 take you.** 

*< Pone.** 

« What will you give Finlay in Lower Deb-' 
ware ward?** ^ ^ 

« One hundred/* ^ ^ 
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«^Aiid what to Hieatcr?" 

« Three hondredL** '"- 

<' Give Bin tht^e and half; ahd Til take yoifti 
for fi?e hundred." 

<< No : m give him three and half for a {Nor 
of boot*.*' 

<< ^Guess V\l take you for a pair and & hBl.*f-^>' 
What for Dock ward ?*' 

« IwonH bet on Dock: th^'ne ^ a set of. 
d—d Tories.*' 

«« Will you give Joe four hundr^^'d in Soutk 
Mulberry?** 

«* I won*t take Joe, I guess, in that ward^ 

« WhatwillyougiveBillyinSouth Mulberry?** 

" A couple of hundred.*' 

" Done for five hundred.** 

All. " What majority upon the whole election^ 
Friend, will you advise us to give?** 

Fr. " You mu^t be cautious in your m^ori* 
ties. We do not know how Beaver and Dauphin . 
(the couuties of Dauphin and Beaver) may turn 
out. — Mind! save yourselves. — If you find Bilfy 
(Finlay) going down, take up Sour Kraut 
(Hiester).** 

I should have explained, that elections are 
managed, and even governed, by a somethn^ 
(a species of meeting) which, I confess, I do not 
yet perfectly understand : it is called a " Cau- 
cus.*^ Candidates do not personally appear* 
Those who wish to be chosen obtain, as a pre^ 

I2t 
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liminary step, what is taraie4 ^^ The Appoint- 
ment/' This is said to secure them the support 
G^ the whole of that party from which ^* the 
appointment'' emanates. An announcement, 
called •* Tile Ticket," issues from this Caucus a 
few days before the election ^ in this case there 
were three of these *^ tickets," severally headed. 
Federal^ RepubUcanj and Democratic. The ie^ 
deralists sent to an acquaintsmce of mii^ thdr 
•« ticket," enclosed in the following circular 
letter ; though I would remark, that canvassing^ 
m the English meaning of that word, is ncA 
allowed:— 

" Fellow Citizen, 

" The exercise of tlie elective franchise is at 
" all times a privilege of the highest value : — 
" on the present occasion every federalist has 
" an opportunity to aid in dispelling preju- 
*« dices — in lessening the malignity of party 
** spirit — in restoring the right of free election^ 
" and of resisting those dangerous ahtises in 
" government^ introduced by office holders^ which 
" if not promptly and steadily checked^ threaten 
" to become inveterate and irremediable. Let 
^ every man be vigilant, active, and firm, on 
" this day, and success will crown our efforts. 

^* The inspectors have resolved to open the 
" poll precisely at 9 o'clock. 
'' October 14. I8I7.'* 
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The democratic party adopt th^ s^m^ mode. 
I enclose you two of their circular's. Thei^ do- 
cuments, as well as others which A^illfoUoMr^arey 
perhaps, better calculated than any other plan 
which I could sulopt, to pat^ you iti ppssession of 
the state of parties, their mode of cpnduct and 
feelings towards each etiief, and also the general 
political condition of the whole people. ' 

[circular,] ; 

*' Sir, 

«* We enclose you the Democratic Ticket, 
^* which is recommended by the delegates antf 
** conferrees fairly chosen, after public notice. 
" We request you to vote it and give it aU th6 
^* SUPPORT to which you may deem it entit^d. 
" W^ consider THIS election as involving the 
f • most important: jconsequences. federalism, 
" <:onscious of its own feebleness and inability 
?? to wrestle with the s^TRENGTH of democracy, 
" has made a union with ^ few disappointed 
«« nien ; hoping through them- to turn <wer, 
" not only this city and district, but the State 
^^ and Union to Federal misrule. 

1* Be careful to bring, mth you yoar receipt 
^* Jbr COUNTY too;. If a , naturalized citizen, . be 
•^ sure to Ariwg- ypur certificate of naturaHKa^ 
^* tipn, as it will, in all probability', be required. 
" These cautions are deemed more than ever 
" necessary, from the ^^MWneful conduct and 
'« perseeuting ^irit manifested by the Federal 
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" Judges, at the late ward election. Be on the 
** ground early. It is of an importance, that 
^* eoery citizen votes, because it may be that a 
** vote would carry a candidate. 
** Philadelphia, October 6. 1815." 
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" Citizens, Democrats, Americans ! This is 
' ** the day of the General Election / If you value 
^^ your own rights, your own happiness, your 
** political characters, your liberties, or your Re- 
** publican institution^, every man to the poll, 
•* and vote the Democratic Ticket; it is headed 
** with the name bf the patriot William Find- 
"LAY, — Citizens I the times are Momentous! 
«* the seceders from the Democratic ranks have 
" joined with our old and inveterate political 
" enemies to jput down Democracy. It is aii 
<< unholy kague between apostates and pidiitcal 
" traitors on the one part, and on the other the 
<< anglo-fed^ralists, the mc^archists, the aristo- 
<* crats, the Hartford contentioimlistS) the blue- 
«< light nmi^ the embaiigo-breakers, the Henry- 
f* ites, the men wbo m time of Peaoe dried out 
*^f6tW^/ Wari \^A who in tim^ of unai*/ 
" cflil^ tb«aa»elv^ the JPeace party^-^}imi» 
*f iter. WiLWAW FsMPZ^AT^ .and no. brtberyA-r^ A 
«' la«g ptal^jitfrQpgjpidlt.and apull idtogethw^ 
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of this people, and to obterve them acting in 
tfieir politk^ capacity. They were all betting 
upon the eieetton ; but I lameiA to say, that 
ftw; if any, appeared to care one straw about 
principle. Old General- Barker (who I had 
Imird the previous evening make a most able 
speech in favour of Mr. Finlay, kt a public meet^ 
ing of the democrats) was travelling about to 
tte ^nierd depots of leaditig charaiteiB. PoiKdd 
hardly credit my sight that he was th# tmiie 
person whom I had heard the previous eveskig. 
His chief employment during ^ JbyraeetkiA 
drinlting ram and gin, witih any and ei^y bo^i 
tmade some remarks to him concerniilg rUs 
speech: he pleasantfy answendt {! My goggi 
^ fellow, I did as well .i» I could, I guess : tl^ 
'' made me open the baQ.'' . This c^ genwri 
was tihe companibn in arms of Washiiaiglpnt^he 
has been both sheriff and mayor: hehaslfte 
character of posses^ng a good heart, and Very 
improvident generosity. : : 

Tfhe electiOTi terminated throughout the State 
in'ojierffl^. The excitement of party' and pe^ 
cunlary feeling, by the universality of gamUBbig 
upon the occasion, was very great ; yet thcaae 
was no confusion, no disturbance. Let it B| 
bottle in mind, that here was the right o^ 
voting to the utmost extent, and exercised by 
' a people, concerning whomi it is high praise: to 
say, that they are, iiot su^peripr in mtfSi^U » 
information^ in honest ^e^. aod, m. tem^p^ule 
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ideas of liberty> to tte ]Eng^|iih mtiani yet 
there is much to lament here. The original do- 
cuments given, in the preceding pages are too 
full upon this point :. they, indeed, are far frckn^ 
(^mjpUmentary to our nature ^ but at the aasie. 
tune we should recollect,, that m the ppHticalfett 
in the moral and natural worlds^ we miwt ewiurr 
evils, in order to insure .a preponderance ^ 
good. The extent of my approbation, tKen,: 
upon this occasion, is a conviction of the co»' 
pdttll^ility of p^idar^ dection with peace and 
gQOd order; apd, if po$sei^€^ by the English^ 
people^^ I should presume,, it would act be: at-, 
tended with so many abuses. . . * 

RED^MPTIONERS. 

A practice which has been often referred to in , 
connection with this country, naturally excited^ 
mj^ attention. It is that of individuals emi- 
grating from Europe without money, and 
paying for their passage by binding themselves 
to the captain, who receives the produce of 
their labour for a certain number of years* 

Seeing the following advertisement in the 
newspapeirs, put in by the captain and owners^ 
of the vessel referred to, I visited the ship, in, 
coinpany with a boot-maker of this city : , ^^ 

« THE PASSEN6EES 
'< On board die brig BabaB% hoB^ Ak^A^t^iWh «n^ 
<< .^o^^ mOmg fo epigi^ tiiesM¥e»% aliinited 
h 3 
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<< time, to defray the expencieB of th^r pMslEige^ coosnt 
<< of peii^MAis of the following occupations^ besMes wo* 
<^ men and children, viz. 13 farmers,* 2 bakers, 2 batch- 
<^ ersi 8 weavers, 3 taylots, 1 gardener, 3 masons, 
^ 1 mill-sawyer, I white-smith, 2 shoe-makers, 3 ca- 
<< binet-makers, 1 coal-bmmer, 1 barber, 1 carpenter, 
^ 1 stocking-weaver, 1 cooper, 1 wheelwright, 1 brewer, 
« 1 locksmith. — Apply on board of the Bubona, ' ojh 
" ppsite Callowhill-street, in the river Delaware, or ta 
« W. Odlin and Co. No. 38, South Wharves^ 
Oct. 2. 

A* we ascended the side of this hulk, a most 
revolting scene of want and^sery presented 
itself. The eye involuntarily turned for some 
relief from the horrible' picture of human suf- 
fering, which this living sepulchre afforded. 
Mr, > ' enquired if. there were any s^i^- 

makers on board. The captain advanced : his 
appearance bespoke his office i he is an Ame- 
rican, tall, determined^ and with an eye t^at 
flashes with Algerine cruelty.. He called in Jtbe 
Dutch language for shoe-makers, and never can 
I forget the scene whiph followed. The poor 
fellows came running up with unspeakable .de- 
li^t^ no doubt anticipating a relief from their 
loathsome dungeon. Their clpthes, if nigs de- 
serve that denomination, actually perfumed the 
a&. Some were without shirts, others had this 
article of diBts,. but i^f a ^^lity as coarse as 
the wovBt packing dc^« I opquired^xf several 
if they could speak En|^sh^ Tbey smUed, and 

15 
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^aUbled, *«NoEii|^y, no Engly, — one l&igly 
^V talk ship^*^ The deck wa? filthy. The cook- 
i^f wadkng, and necessary dep&atments were 
€loM together. Such is the mercenary bar- 
barity ot' the Americans who are engaged in this 
trade, that they crammed into one oi' those ves- 
sels ^00 passengers, 80 of whom died on the 
pwsage. The price for women is about 70 dol- 
lars, Often 80 dollars, boys 60 dollars. When 
they ^aw at our departure that we had aot pur-* 
chased, their countenances fell to th^ standard 
ef st^ipid glooAa which seemed to place them a 
Itrik foeloW ratk>nal beings. From my heart I 
execrated the European came of their removal, 
which is thus daily compelting men to quk the 
famd of their fathers, to become vcduntary exiles 
iir a foreign clime : — yet AmericanB can think 
and write such sentiments as. the fioUowing : 
^ We rejoice with the patriotic. HoUuiders at 
«* the return of the illurtrioos house of Orai^ 
«^ to their first magistracy^ and jdo not woondkr 
«« at Aar entkusiasiic Joy upon the . occaaipn^ 
«< when they remember that dits aattcnt i kmily 
<< have been always the gattant and ieealout 
<< defenders of the rights atki Uberties ^ the 
« Dutch people.'' 

An interesting occurrence is said to have taken 
place the other day, in connectum with the Ger- 
man Redempttm^^ (as by aatrangd misiiomer 
the Dutch are denominated), A g^dtkman of 

L 4 
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this dty wanted an old couple la take'oyre of 
his bouse ; <-r a man, his JWfG^m^ dai^hter irere 
offered to him for sale j -r*-he |Kurcbised them. 
— They proved to be bis father, his sxitibo, 
and sister!! I . ; 

I must now conduct 3^u. bacli to tbe^cat^* 
The mayor's court is for the trial of peti^^ 
offence^. It is four times as hrge, aod tm 
times more convenient for the public ^^»i .our 
lord mayor's ojurt. When } visited it, the 
mayor and ttvo judges were uppn tte bei^. 
Theiirst case wasfor ^^sfudt and: battery. .iXbt^ 
plaintiff had a stall in a p^r^uW field, o^ :d»fe 
fourth of July, (the gr^t Ji%tum^ day, bcffig 
the anniversaiy of the dep^aticm fi£ mS^pek^ 
dmce;) the defendant claimed a r%^i to:tim 
^€rt of ground, i)Qt. ti|at fit^wa#*^is^ prqp^^ 
but because he had tn:Gfi|ped it i^ pr^pedii^g 
year. Theplainti£^taridhwsetfi^ 
interference, bad, at the.tjmei .given iim delkad^ 
aMt five dollaiB. 1^iAfu%^;j[iafiedi^^ 
the moment,- bi*t.?fteri5^ds<»ncmving. that A^ 
could induce or compel him. to^yimors^ he^lmk^ 
with him three, mea>^||;^^ bdd aMiiAtedj)^ 
ill-uspd the plaintiff. i .; t \:. ;. o »r 

Majfor. •* How 1^)^ kave . jsm ,b«*tii,iijr 

M^or^ 5* Ifave you not beea.brw^trto trkfc 
** before^ ' , / :..:. 
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D^^^ " No/* 

Mit^^. *^ In eonsideTttion of y&Etr hifeving 
" been that period of time in coi^em^t, we 
^ i&abarge-you/' 

Second case. Thomas Rapoon, brought up 
at the sdii of hk wife» for itt vMgjdi the charge 
was fully proved. 

Mayor. «• V¥liat do you idrfi to have done to 
« ycnir huisbacid?'* 

Mrs.IL ^«. Nothing, Sir, J dttcharge him, 
^ S^jI guMs i but only I cannot live with him, 
" he beats me regularly before mass.** 

Mayor. " I wilt consider the case." 

im^d. WiBianf Jackson, for ill-treating his 
wile. ^ The dnurge proved, but no deeition given 
dcRKing tof fMy. 

SimfA. Y.BtzgMaldi for steaHng two turn, 
biers. He q>oke in radier a low tone of Voice. 
The court stated to him, <^ Unless you speak 
'< louder, we camtot attond to your case." — 
'< 'Pvei^," (said the dkifl^ whose vdce waa inn- 
gularty weik,) *^ raise your voice as high W 
^ nMiew" A dedttkni wwiiot given in this cad^. 

JP^^ A mm e# dolottr fdr'stealing^ a saw. 

Mc^im. «« Ydlow boy! what have yoa to 
<^/My agaittst#dys charge, are you guilty or not 
*i giiilty?'* 

Frimmer. ^« Not guilty, geirthn'man, I was 
*' gaing*»g*relrt groggy, man groggy two; 
<* (laughing in the court,) me go long so bad 
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^ groggy, lay down» put saw by side, wmh sleal 
«< saw firom me, iw not iteal .saw ikom no 
<« mao/' 

Mayor. ** I guess, you hare not bew kNag 
<* m this country, yellow, boy?** . 

Prmmr* << No : qwte loiig encMgb*" ^Laugh- 
ing in the court.) 

M^or. " Where, do you cpfnefran ?* . i 

Prisoner. ** Jamaica ; you letine out, ntt^back 
*« Jamaica pretty qui<ek/- (Universal Uu£^g.) 

Majfor. ^* How long have ymi htefi is 
** prison?*' , 

Prisoner^ " Seven weeks,'* . 

Mayor. *V la eoostdjeratioo of. your having 
^< had that p«iod of puniatunent . helbre triaU we 
^ sentence you to pay the fine of one cent only» 
<' -and to be further coKdined 1m one, calendar 
" month." 1. I ; ' 

MUSEUM, PAINTINGS, &C, 

A brief aeooiint c^/sbme of the exhibition (^ 
this oity may not be uninteresting } and may serve, 
too, incidentally to communicate some ideaa a9 
to the Manners md pumutts of the people. 

PsAtE^ MusliUM contains an iBxiensive cd- 
lection of the curiositios uttial in sitch e^tabhob- 
ments» divided into three departments... The 
Mamiboth skeleton complfte^ is a. moit tre- 
mei^om Qh)ect. I remarked that therfs wsre 
ttevtral quart bottles filled with ashes of the 
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pappr-^l^ " Continctttea money/' .Thbwas 
thetircnlmmg medidtn of the Bevolutton^ and 
by the means of which they carried on that 
gloriotis struggle. The naition have not re- 
dammed their rwt^t nor will* they even I 
boarded at the house of a widow lady at New 
Yoi-k, whose whoJe family had been utterly 
rnmed ^ holding these notes* I i^emarked 
TaBeyrahd^s oath of aUegiance to the United 
Steles m his own hand writing! a x:ake of 
pbtli^le "Bovip^ which was sent from England in 
1775, for the use of ihe British army ! Penn's 
cnrt^ns j and a itorap of poetry caUed " The Cow 
Chase," in the hadd^^writtng of the gallant and 
hiteresting Aiidr6, written a few houm be&re 
his execution. The portraits in this establish^ 
metrt are very ntimerousr, including^ those of 
Americans of great name, down to . those of 
very limited celebrity. I also remarked the like- 
nesses of Paine, Arthur 0*Cot)»er, and Dr. 
Priestley. The style of their ^ecation 4s but 
little credkable to the tufents of the artist (Mr. 
Peale), and would seem to be below the standard 
of his ability, if we }tidge at least ftom the spe- 
cimen which he has givea in wfine portrait of Na- 
poleon, afler David ; where, by liie bye^ he has^ 
committed the error' of substituting an American 
hoi'se, marked by the very kmg ^shaggy hair near 
iflie hoofe, by which tht^ are distinguished. 
The paintibg of the Anacondar which was 
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exhibited m Spring Gardens, is now here, at 
the house of Mr. Earl. It is certainly ia 'first- 
fate production. I remarked in the same room 
stable of the Connecticut marble^ which is so 
beautiful that it has become, I am^ told, an 
article of export to France. 

Mr.SuU^^ collection qfpahUmg^isfmallf but 
select. They are chiefly of xhis own ^eqitian. 
<< Madame Ricanier returned from the bath'' is 
by a French artist. This is a beautifully executed 
and delicate picture. The "Country Wedding*'; 
by Sully is interesting, and in the style of qw 
best domestic pieces. The idea of the " Anw- 
xicmi village politicians," is taken from Wilkie, 
with much variation in particulafs and general 
efiect, the national characters having hardly one 
part of contact " The capture of Majon 
Andr6" is particularly interesting : I shall loi^ 
have before my eyes the lively figure of thi^ 
acccHttplished gentleman. Mr. Sully is a pqr- 
trait painter : his charges are for a full-lei^th 
portrait 500 dollars } half, 200} head and handle 
150; bust, 100. ; 

The academy qfFine Arts is a highly resj^ctr 
able institution, which, without the pretence 
and puff <^ its sister establishment in New Yoiky 
possesses a most decided superiority. There 
are numerous excellent paintings, . and a halLof 
statuary, in which are some fine spj^^^n^; o£ 
Venus, the Gladiator, Apollo, &c. 
'3 • 
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There is here exhibited wbat I believe it tlie 
fir^t attempt at panoramic painting in Ameriea-— 
a view of the city of Newhaven. Its merits are 
of a very negative kind. The charge fen: each 
of these exhibitions is a quarter of a dollar^ 
(Is. lid.) 

' PEKITENTIARY, MAHKETS, &C. 

: The JPenttentian/ system for the rationaj 
^punishment and reform of criminals, being a 
subject with which you are familiar, I sl^dl not 
;l70uble you with the details of the humane and 
enlightened manHgement of the gaol in this city, 
I visited it on Saturday last. The keeper 
accompanied me into every apartment, giving^ 
as we proceeded, the most full explanations. 
The scene was novel, and I had almost said 
delightful; but a recollection that I was viewing 
the consequences of vicious pursuits, checks the 
expression^ and draws a tear for the weakness of" 
Immanity^ — yet I could not but be pleased, and 
liighly so, on drawing a comparison between 
what I saw here, and what I have witnessed in 
the London prisons. Here, instead of the pri- 
soners passing their time in idlenessj or in low 
debauchery and gaming, (increased inducements 
to the after commission of crime,) all was sobriety, 
life, and activity, A complete manufacturing 
town was iti fact collected within the narrow 
precincts of these otherwise gloomy walls- Tiie 
open court was occupied by stone-cutters, 



158 fSVXTENTUaY. 

cUeflx negroes. It would appear, <m JfasidiKiQg 
thk d^artmrat oo^^ that tbese wa^.eitlMr 
more vidous^ or oiore harcDy dealt with in the 
comts oi* law, than their white oouatrymeo. 
3ut the true nsaaon of their aumheffsio the jard 
is, that few of them being mechanics^ thfycar^ 
get to labour upon those things for which they 
are fitted, and which they can undertake with 
little previous instructibp. The rooms itl which 
the mechanic arts are carried on, have a very 
great proportion of whites, so that crime would 
by no means seem to be monopolized by our 
darker brethren. 'Die produce of the labour of 
prisoners nearly supports the whole of this ex^ 
tensive • establishment. Some have earned a 
auflSciency by their own work to enable them to 
commence business on the expiration of their 
term of confinement. Those who conduct Uiem- 
selves with industry and propriety,, receive a 
remission of part of their sentence. Several 
have become honest and useful mfemb^«s of 
80eiety. When the gaoler spoke to the prisoners^ 
they addressed him with confidence, but with 
proper respect. He is a plain intelligent man, 
liberally, though not profusely paid for his 
iservices. To have offered him money for his 
trouble, would, I am sure, have been considered 
wi instUt. What a contrast does such a man 
aSford to our prison-keepers, the majority of 
whom are perhaps greater criminals than those 
over whom they tyrannize.f Surely, the example 
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(rf* P^itt^lvania will not be lost upon cmr oMutiy* 
Here is the best of aM>«vidfipce, dkhokstrative. 
PROOF, that feotri^ treatment, hangings, and gib<- 
betting, »xe neither the most economical nor tl^ 
inmost effieacious, as ihey are eeftainly neither t^ 
most humane, nor the most enlightened modes 
of punishing crime <Mr reforming society ^ and if 
we wislv to preserve the character of a feeling 
and enlightened people, we must reform, that 
foul disgrace to England, and to the age m 
which we live- — om criminal cods, i One fact,, 
in connection with the prison^ I have omitted 
to mention }^ and as it is a characteristic trait of 
Raticmal character, it ought to be recorded*^ 
whjte cnminab wiB not eat with the n^oes^ 
the latter therefore have a separate table. 

From this receptade of moral evil, I walked 
to one. of physical pain and suffering, the P$Nr 
SYLVANiA HospiTAiL, an institutiexi in every way 
ft imtional honour. The loedical r^utatian of 
the gentlemen ccxmeeted with this establish^nent 
would be highly estimated in t^e first Eurcjieiui 
cities. 

The markets^SLve laige and well supptiedi^^^-Tt^ie 
chief is in Market-street. The time of sale it 
from day-li^t to g o^dock from the 1st of April 
p[} the 1st of September, and from day Jight to 
3 o^clock the remainder d'the yea^ No butchws^ 
ar^ allowed to kill in the city, nor are live cattle 
to be driven to the city markets^ 
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The prices of fish vary from 2d. to G^d. 
per pound ; beef, which is of excellent quali^, 
5^d. ; mutton, S^d. to 44d. ; veal, ^^d. ; pork, 
aid. to 7d.; bacon, 7d. to 8d. ; butter, i7d.ro 
^iod. i cheese, 94d. ; English ditto, l6d. ; onions^ 
ISd. per peck ; potatoes, Ss. 44:d. a bushel; deib- 
bages, 24d. each ; fowls, l6d. to 2s. Sd. each; 
ducks, sod. to 2s. $d. ; geese, Ss. 44 d. to 4s. 6d. ; 
tuiiceys, 5s. 6d. ; these four last articles are one 
half larger than those you have in England, but I 
am inclined to think their flesh is inferior in qua- 
lity; strong beer, 20d. per gallon; apples, Ss.4id. 
per bushel ; flour, 10 dollars per barrel of 1^ 
pounds; dipt candles are lOd. per poUnd; 
moulds, 124 d. ; moist sugar, 6|d; to 9d; ; hm^ 
ditto. Is. to Is. 5A. ; tea, 4s, 6d. to 9s: ; s6ap^ 
Pid. to lOd. ; chocolate, IS J d. to 20d. ; raw 
coflee, lOd. to 13'di. ; Liverpool salt, Ss. 4^d: 
per bushel ; loaf of bread, weighing 2 pouttd 
2 ounces, 5|d. ; Indian com, per bushel, 4s. 6d. ; 
buck-wheat flour, 4s. 6d. Mechanics pay 
18s. 6d. to 15s. 9d. per week for board and 
lodging: many board with iheir employertf: 
aH eat, work, and sleep in companies. Mode- 
rately respectable boarding is from ^s. 3d. ^ 
27s. ; genteel ditto. Sis. 6d. to 548. Charge a^ 
inns, 9s. per day, exclusive of beer and liquors. ' 
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Labourers are paid 4fit'l>d. to 5s. 7 {^ a day; 
female servants, 4s. 6d. to 9s. |)er week, with 
their bi)ard; cooks, 68. 9d. t6 9s.; men ser- 
vants, 54s^. to 67s. ()cL per month ; cafpenters 
^^am 3ls. 6d. to 40s. 6d. per week, time of woirfc 
from 8un-ri^e to siin-set ; cabiaetimakers,*36svt6 
408. 6d., working generally by the piece ; brick- 
Isiyers, 31s. 6d. t6 45s. ; tinmen, 27s. to '45s. ; 
shoemakers, Sis; 6d. to 40$. 6d.-^they work 
in,9re hours than in London ; saddlers, 3is.6d. 
to 4^3. — this business at* present i^ not good ; 
^pikchmakers,- 31s. 6d. to 45s. — at present 
bad < here, but tolerably good at Newark in 
^fsey;* taylors, 31s. 6d. to 408. 6d.-^a va- 
rkb|e business, sometimes good employment, 
jpften not, it is a good deal in the hands of 
wdmen ; printers, compositors and pressmen, 
31s. 6d.to 40s. 6d. — employhaent tdlei^bly good 
but iiot' certain ; apprentices perform thef greater 
part of the work. -- ... 

Individuals may gef^femploymerit in any oFthfe 
above trades, but there is no actual want of 
mechanics. Many leave here for the southern 
States and the western country. Men of this 
claSs of society may decidedly make themselves 
eiltrelnely confbrtable in this place. Those who 
are her^, spiking generally^ receive - higher 
wages, are more indepiindent of their masters, 
live 'better, i have less anxiety for the morroW, 

M 
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drink more, and are Jb^ ^fntelligeat than mcQ 
fi^wpj; *he U^e oiqpupatiipnf m ^i«te»4* 

PJ11CE9 OF WEAllIIff^ A^^BEL, &C. 

Shoes are iSs.^^. ^o l^^s.^d* A pair; IjiTifjU 
lli^toQ boots, 88s. S/i. to 44^^ ; Hessis^^ 4|^ 
^s« ^. tp .4^s.^ jo<dkey dit^o, 678. 6d, ; la{%»' 
shoes, 49* 64* P ^^- 7^d.rT^the )?athi&r }^ js^ 
C^ckI ; upon a fair average, two pair d' £n|^i«i|i 
^dU last ^ long as thre^ pair of i!^m^c»ii j ^ 
h^t Reaver ^Ja ar^ fOs. Qd. j ^uppi^p!? cl?^ 
c^ats, 81. jls. 6d. ^ surtout ^ittpi H^*^^*i p^*" 
t^^n^ and trpwiers, 45s^ to pjfS. ; w^istfiG^li^ 
f7s. Clothes mad^ of inferior n^teriats, ms§ 
from 25 to ^0 per c^nt. lower. Ipdi^ ^d Fr^^e| 
sflk^^ China Oi'spes for ^di^' 4i*^sse^ and lif^^ 
handkerchiefs, are one half cl^es^per tJian ^ 
London. Otlier articles of wearing ^ppar^l^ 9^4 
a%ost every thing used in domestic ecopoing^ 
i^re of British manuf^ture. They pi^ an iogaffPrl 
duly of 25 per cent., and when r^taile^ ar^ ffpni 
25 to Ipp per cent, clearer than in I^ndOAt 

EELII&IOyS SECTS. 

H^ng heard th^t American motI\odilS^ 
W^re distingi|ished for an extr^pe^^ 4^^^? of 
fanatical violence in their religious ei(€)f$i|f|» 
I yi$^|;ed the African churph« (9XI hwim^ fif 
religious assembly be^i^g denominated chupplifsfc) 
in which were none l)ut blaek^j «i!4 in ^ 
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tfcVeiiing, ** Ebenezer ChurcV' i^ which were 
ohly whites. As the ktter possessed all the 
chatacterfM:ibs of the Ift^mer, with ceniiderable 
additions of its own, to that only is ft hecesteary 
that I should call your aiiention. I Went at 
S o'clock in the ieVening. Tlie door Was locked ; 
but the windows being open, I placed inysdf at 
t>iie of them, and siiw tliat thd church within 
tras crowded almoart to silffocation. The preacher 
indulged m long J)aus(BS, and occasion^ loud 
leleviitioniS of Voice, Which were always answered 
by"^tlie audience with deep groans. When the 
pirayer which followed the iermon had en^^d,. 
the minister descended from the pulpit, the 
doors were tMoWfi open, and a considerable 
miniber of the audience departed. Understand- 
ing however that something was yet to follow, 
with considerable difficulty I obtained admis- 
lifon. The minister had departed, the doors were 
agaih cidsed, but abbut four hundred persons 
rfeibiined. Otie (apparently)a)f the leading mem* 
fe^^rs gave out a hymn, then a brother was 
C^ed up6tt to pt-ay : he roared and ranted 
like a tnaniic; the ttlale part of the audi- 
ence groaned, the female shrieked; a mm 
fitting tielt to me shouted; a youth stand- 
itig before me continued fo^ half an hour bawl- 
itfg, " Oh Jesiis ! cotoe down, come down, 
** Jesus ! my dear Jesus, I see you ! bless me, 
** Jekis! 6h! oh! oh! Comedown, Jesus!*' 

M 2 
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A small space farther on, a girl about 11 years 
of age was in convulsions : an old woman, who 
I concluded was her mother, stood on the seat, 
holding her up in her arms, that her ecstasies 
might be visible to the whole assembly. In an- 
other place there was a convocation of holy 
sisters, sending forth most awful yells. A bro- 
ther now stood forward, stating, that "although 
" numbers had gone, he trusted the Lord would 
*< that night work some signal favours among his 
" dear lambs.'* Two sisters advanced towards 
him, refusing to be comforted, ** for the Lord was 
with them :*' another brother prayed — and an- 
other. "Brother Macfaddin** was now called upcm, 
and he addressed them with a voice which might 
almost ;-ival a peal of thunder, the whole congre- 
gation occasionally joining responsive to his mrt^. 
The madness now became threefold increased, 
and such a scene presented itself as 1 could never 
have pictured to my imagination, and as I trust, 
for the honour of true religion and of human 
nature, I shall never see again. Had the inha- 
bitants of Bedlam been let loose, they could not 
have exceeded it. From forty to 'fifty were 
praying aloud and extemporaneously at the same 
moment of time : some were kicking, many 
lumping, all clapping their hands and crying 
out in chorus, " Glory ! glory ! glory ! Je^us 
" Christ is a very good friend ! Jesus Christ is 
"a very good friend! Oh God! oh Jesus! 
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^ come down ! Glory! glory! glory t thank you; 
" Jesus ! thmk you, God ! Oh, glory ! glory I 
« glory ! ! !* - Mere exhaustion of bodily strengUi 
produced a cessation of madness for a few 
imtiuites. A hymn was given out and sung ; 
]irayin^g then recommenced ; the scene of mad- 
ncjgs was^ again acted, wirti, if possible, increased 
^ff^ts on the part of the performers. One of 
the brothers prayed to be kept Jrom enthusiasm f 
A girl of six years of age became the next ob- 
ject of attention. A reverend brother proclaimed 
|i»at she '* had just received a visit from the 
" Lord, and was in awful convulsions — so hard 
^* was the working of the spirit!" This scene 
i^ontinued for some time ; but the audience gra- 
dually lessened, so that by ten o'clock the field 
o£ active operations was considerably contracted. 
The women, however, forming a compact co- 
lumn at the most distant corner of the church-, 
continued their shriekings with but little abate-', 
ment. Feeling disposed to get a nearer sight of 
the beings who sent forth such terrifying yells; 
I endeavoured to approach them, -but was 
stopped by severafof the brethren, who woukl 
not allow of a near approach towards the holy 
sistterhood. The novelty of this exhibition had,: 
at first sight, rendered it a subj^ of amusement 
and interest; but all such feelings soon gave 
way to an emotion of melancholy horror, when 
I considered the gloomiy picture it represented^ 
M 3 



iff A FEi¥^U^ i^^^RT. 

%iim^ 0^ ChjpfltUHihy* . Notwi^stJ^idiQg my 

^bfi^te l%^giv^F» I would c^rtefnl; puQiQl^ m4 
i:ertf^itjt mm whp tl»it ^r^cfed ttettJr iMtaf^ 

|j3tei»9^ ^ii4 aa f9i»l}y' libelliodi tb^ mimflb aftd 

./.I b^ve siiH^ upflesRstooiJ tb^tona of ^e flSt 

li^m^ aw^ from h^r ski^ion tjbe ,^;6fi^mwi 

. A gei^tlemoii^ inlbrq)^ Oie t^^t kg nui^, a(^ 
t* Ebe^fK?^'* a, few days siftce, wh^f(: tJbi^ 
Bf^l^chpr aflU^ped.ia tie mi^t. of hifk di^cQUCji^ 
a#jt clMrect^d t^e ajBQflg Ws aift^pfift,wl»o w§¥^ 

a^d: WQn^flH ipame^iat^y rose^ 3l«>i]^g; ** l.«« 
•* for Jesup,*' " I an^ ibr Jesui;^** " I mkiiK 
^ . King Jew^*' ** Ob, tJiftt I coujdi^ress hm^te 
" . my bosom !'* *^ Th^w be coinc^** « Ii ai» ^ 
M Kiag Je$q^'* I am;iftforinQd that tbese e^^bit 
tiomare neither au^Uar in occiirx^^oe m>r ^f^. 
tialjn extent, and fe^tatraflosatoaocountfcucaucb 
&oiticali6ntbusmsmiD thiaoQimtry : ittbhyjia 
means an essential part of the.cceqd of eitiltj^ 
Wesley or Wiiitfield \. and> in Great jfoitain, i&f^ 
lndi«s dbiam caadurt. their meetings withmore 
order tha^ the methodistsw In^Wa2e%J under* 



db»4 mA pfsrhfUpi m soise cScratMry peixili of 
l^^m^ theMT ^y be accaaiomd' exbibitnmi 
qf tftte same- kind*;t b*t tfecy aSrte bf rare- ^ 
Qwwnee, and^ dicmiparfttivJc^y ihoderate m fliefi^ 
cw^EOisis* In Ifdaikd 1 teive alsa i^dtaessed'ooo^ 
ciiioiml violence i but tiever any' thing at idl^ 
e^id^to <^« e&hibitM>llt ^^ Ebeneeer/' Iflftfatf 
I atttei^ cduntiy tocT we ihd^forfte' aUowoiic^fof 
national character : thej^ afe dH Uti^^tkA^ fifriing ^ 
bu(^ witih American^ whatevep may be t^r ex- 
ceH^c^s OF their defects^ they are certainly Bof 
<^argesMe with possesmng a superabundance c^ 
wstrm blood : they are^^on the cJontrary, most^rcf^ 
lAai^l^le for complete andg^ciralcoldiicisr of 
ehanieter andnii^^o^on^ ThatV therefore^ tke^ 
diouM bie enthufliastic^ even i6-milttefs of teH' 
gfon^ Woiiid appear a lAattet of difficult soltitioQ^ 
In the individuals, it would seem to burst fortik' 
upon prepared occasions^ and to exiM in com^ 
mon with -^^jicfrflaps afctUMly tb^ i^ring from, 
tti MkUblooded oaUouctoess^of ^spositidn. The 
giliemV theoi^which^ attribute tt^oft^ of &iii^ 
ing^W the fanatic ii^ ^erhiq^s^ i^faer all; a' Mae^ 
tme. Who) so b^oted^ bo^ exclusive, 'SO^iUiberifl 
towteds t>ther8> so Wholly devoid of evtM^ gencJ* 
Foiis^ setitiment!^ The extreme fimaticism of 
ikBtto maniacal s^nts may perhafis^ therefore a^ 
tiiaUy spring from the absettce qi- imtr etitito^ 
mmif cbmbiiiedj;! of com^r witli^giost^avid es^ 
ceMive ignonaiic^ 

M 4 



ISK SECTSm-r^.NEOBOES. 

' >T4ie8ects of this city, and the huniberx)f Jlboir: 
plaees of. asseoabiy, are as IbUow : 1 Swedish 
Lutheran, 3 Quakers, I Free ditto^- or Whig^. 
'Quakers, called also Fighting Quakers, 4 Epi»-j 
copalian, 4 Baptist, 5 Presbyterian,' 4 Romans 
Catholic, 6 German Lirtherfin, 1 MovaviaB,. 
l.Oovenanters, 3 Methodists, l/Universaiist^' 
1 j^Unitarian, 1 Independent, 1 Jews, 2 JBiack. 
>fethodist, and 1 Black Episcopalian. i 

-Rfeligious controversy appears ^unlaiown.i 
Every man is expected to choose one of these* 
dhurches ; and when that is ; done, he must* 
abide by it as solemnly and -as regularfy as he 
does his segar, his rum, and his business. What-: 
ei^ degree of reUgiom intelUgenoe resists, is^ 
c$9tftned to the cfcy^; who, perhaps, have lost- 
no ad?an<kge by the aboHticai erf a stateucQ^^ 
Kgion.^-:'.' <'.;■,:''. > . \ " '. ') ni 



ESTIMATION. OF NEGROES. . , 

( ■ - • ....,,., ^ . - . , ..I 

Hiethree*^ African churches," as theyo«e- 
called, arte fcMT all thoste native Americans who 
aiB black, -or have s^ny shade of colour darken 
than w)rite. Itiese persons, though many of 
them are possi^ssed of the righte of citizenshipv> 
are not admitted into the churches which a»e 
vijiited by whites. Tbere exists a penal law, 
deeply written in theiininds of the whole v^hite 
pof^oltttidn^iwhich^sut^ects their cdoured felini^' 
citizena to unconditional contumely and »ever- 
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ceasing ihshH. No respectability^ boiiBever lui- 
questionaJble,r4-»o property, howe\^r Iarge,~^o 
cbaracter, however unblemished, will gam a 
mfm^ whose body is (in AmericMi estimation) 
cursed with even a twentieth portion of the 
bipod of his African ancestry, admission into^ 
sodety ! ! ! They are considered as mere Ra- • 
rtahs ^ as out-casts and vagrants upon the &ce : 
of the earth ! . I make m> reflection upon these 
things, but leave the fects for your consider- 
ation; 

CLIMATE, DISEASES, &C. 

Of the clknate of this city I can say but little 
from personal observatioii. The weather, at pre- - 
sent, is atcaiee healthy and delightful ; the thef* 
nunmetar ranges from 56 to 70 ; the sky is per* 
feetly serene, and each day is as fine and dear' 
as the : preceding, forming a pleasing contrast 
to the humidity and frequent changes of our 
island. The h^ts of summer, lam told, are 
excessive, wMlc the colds of winter are equalfy ^ 
in the extrane. Spring, in the £nn^an under^' 
standing of that delightful season, there is nofn^' 
at alL If the appearance of the inhabitants be 
takenias a criterion, and if that appearance be: 
n^- produced or aggravated by other causes 
(such as ebuBess or unhealthy practices of many 
Muds), I should say that this climate is not sjo 
(H^eisdal to the well-being cf the human coh-> 



1^ DiiBAWa 

stttiitieiiaK that off Bngbncl. A ntfaiMpiiiir 
(parttciduljr » femaleyia as. cAdd^ S7,i as* ar !La*« 
doner at 40. Neither seac poefesses the Bngiiiillr 
standard q£ healtb-— <i rosy ehedc» Tbeymmif 
fettaleer indeed are gente^; but thek ooloorir 
peoduoed by art, but for ^icb disgusting: 
poactke^ manj of them: m^ht pflss fot beiEMat^ 
foL Yonwill besbrpi»i9ed^toihe£uri. that ifi thr 
psmrtice of raugeing, the junior brancheii <tf 
^society &fjriends 9ite nat at all deficient I 
Englishmen are said to improve in appearancelbr 
liie first 12 months of their residence, but after 
that time the fkce becdmc^s ^Uow and flabby. 

In eMimadng'the character of the elimafii as 
shown by^tfie health of the; inhabitanli^ it mm^ 
be^weU to take into account^ on^ the part of ih» 
females, the efi^ct of close stovm^^ and wdnt .of 
Qfaerdst ; on> tiie part of ihe^ males^^ the^ exeesv 
sh^iuse of mun and tdbtaeca; mid^.iritfa regard 
to^both sexes, the earl7 period of life: at whiefa 
themaBsic^ the population^ entar into the ^mai%- 
ria^statet ISiere su^e^ at any rate, it has^facsn 
obsteved^! two' things hut rarely/ seen faero>^ 
^ 'good teeth*' aadi " grfeeh oid ag«." 
' Thej leading dlasr of diaeases are inflame 
mBbary^ The^eHow fever to any great or iok* 
portafit es^ent haB not existed here for: the last 
11; yearsrc a^fisvr eases bccnn each ymr, both imr^ 
aod' in tiie^m0riB' noithem cities. The av^^ngftf 
of cteatbfi^ pten dBy,.during.the jHreaent year^ baar 



!}««» ^k^i wbicb^ witbt a city fopidatiMo of 
l^fiW^A» m>%,9Mm in pit^iiioittbfto thoie^jaf 
]^i¥lQa mtd. FAris. S^ferior medieal aid k mt^ 
cbtdaj^ than m LoodoiK 

PROVISIONS FOR THE POOR, POLICE, &C. 

The: poor-laws are admiiwt^r^ by aixtof» 
dkltzeoai. ytha are cbosMi anni»llj ^ M« c^- 
f^raHmir to supedstend the provision fo» tiie 
poor* Thjey. aiie empowered,, witb the app»ir 
batio^ai^&mr aldeifmen; and two justices^ to levy 
ail. asaeissment n<rt. exceeding^ at any <Hie< time, 
109 centa (48^ 6d0^ an 100 dcjlarsv (221. lQ%y 
or one per osnt.:;. oor i»ose tban^ thre^ doUara 
per. l»sad^ on every free man not otbaiswiw 
rated. The avejrage: annual number cf pM;qp^i3 
9U{^rted in alms-houses of this city is I6OO; the 
expense of keeping them 70^000 dollars a year ^ 
tiie* piYiduee of tbe^^^ po^.ts» ^ the oifey abd 
wuiityofl^iladelpMalCKO^lGKie dollars.. 
. ,^be:pc^oe is disncXt at leart.ia some. depa»U 
oients. There are fourteen consttihlesand^feipNE^ 
high. eonrtid>le8^ whose husines9.it< 19 toperais^ 
bulaite the streeta^ which they, do with a. msaadfk 
in tte^r b£y:idsi and to^ examiper all. .suspicuaasi 
losikjx^^^wm^ If sueh ri^use to giveta^si^«(» 
factoiy account (^- tbemselves» tbe}t ar^^ takem 
he&ire the mi^oc.. Theism afatfairtyr^watob^ 
iB^m who C17 the:* hour (to imitate ^^/vduchii sab^ 
jects the offender to imxmdiat^ imp»isMment)i 
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and six others who visit their boxes to see that 
they perform their dqty. The whole are under 
the direction of a << captain/' who attends to 
receive vagrants, rioters and thieves. Watch-* 
^ men are paid fourteen dollars (6Ss.) per month, 
fourteen pence extra for every lamp under their 
care, and are supplied witlv a great coat : iJsey 
are vfiiied for neglect of duty. The cost ior 
lighting and watching Philadelphia is 25,000 
dollars per annum. I had intejided saying some«- 
thing concerning the heads of the police, birt 
fthaU "reserve my remarks for the next communi-r 
cation. Circumstances have recently occurred^ 
which, if true in all particulars, would ptote) 
the magistracy here to be as corrupt as thatiOi^ 
lamfion in the days of Fielding. ^ ^ 

MORALS, MANNERS, &C^ 

'Of the state of public morals, I findamsid«n- 
able difficulty in forming my judgment. IW 
habits of the people are marked by cauticv and 
secrecy. Although the eyes and ears (^ -a^ 
sl^ang^r are not insulted in the opaaness of 
noon-day with evidence of hardened profligacy, 
I have, nevertheless, reason to believe in its ex- 
istence to a very great extent ; though perhafis 
there is no Philadelphia parent would say to me 
what a respectable New Yorker did^— " Ttere. 
" is not a&ther in this city but who is sorry 
<f that he has got a son.'' . :, . 



CLASSES OF SOCIETY. \7$ r 

To classify, the peculation of this city, I should 
cmly have to repeat what I have communicM^ 
concerning other parts of the union. Thwe *" 
is, of course, here no rank of society corre* 
spondent to the peerage, or the " haut4ony** in 
Engi^md ; but there are many who keep car- 
riages, have truly elegant houses, and superb 
furniture. These are called of the " first class ;" 
and although they have not the pomp or the 
tides, .they have the pride of an aristocracy. 
The small and middling tradesmen do not make — 
-much exertion, live easily, save no money, and 
appear to care nothing about either the present 
«r future. If they find business getting bad, 
they do, what is called, <* sell out,'' and pack up 
for the " back country.'* The labourer and me- 
chanic are independent, not in purse, but in 
condition. Neither they nor their masters con- 
oesve tiiat any obligation is conferred by em-» 
^ploying them. They live well, and may always 
have a dollar in their pockets. Men are here 
independent (rf each other: this will show it- 
self even in half an hour's walk through the 
streets of Philadelphia. 

The dress of the gentlemen is taken from the -^ 
falcons of England ; that of the, ladies from 
France, -*- who veiy modestly believe, and indeed 
have no hesitation in declaring, that they combine 
the excellences of the French and the English, 
character, without poss^ssipg the d^ects of 
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either. For myadf, I c«m ttttce -fto tt^txAAa£nt€ 
to tfie former, unless it lie in idd glov^ and at- 

^ tiicial flowers ; nor to the latter, except in d 
fondness fbr Lady Morgan's writings, and ati 
admkation of Lord Wellington's achievements. 
Conld American ladies be content fo di&Spfee 
instead of copying the vanity of their cotiirtry- 
mfen, and take a few practical lessons from ifee 
English female in the management of domdrttC 
concerns, and the cultivation of their minds, 
then, indeed, their fine forms might become 
peeiiltarly interesting, — at least to the inati of V, 
sense. — But I must turn to another subject. y/T 

V Being anxious to depart for the western couii- 
tiy b^ore the season is too far advanced, IshaH 
intrust this report to Captain Williams, of th^ 
EleWra, who, I am persuaded, will take pstf^^ 
tietdar care of, and deliver it safely upon his 
arrival. A letter to our friend M— — — witf 
go in the bag of the same ship, advising yon "St^ 
the present communication. Address to me aiJ^ " 
« Washington city,'* as I hope to be there Hf ' 
January, during the sitting of Congress, anif ' 
after the completion of my western jourrife^* 
To-morrow 1 intend leaving this city for Pitts- '' 
burghs Mr. Mellish tells m6 that the road 'M'' 
v^ry good. This has relieved my anxietyV'%t^ 
the journey has been a source of* very un^asjr^ 
antietf>atk>n. As usual, I suppose, I must ^f 
somi^hlng in tfce way of advfce. In my third 



R^HVt I «tated» tlist toy fediiogs were ges^e- 
raUjr iiuf^e c£ disappointenetit. My fieUngs^^ 
usetlie same imphilosopbical oriterioa) areBcm 
more £BiirouFftble towards this cou^tiy. Phila^ 
delphia Juas dose mucb towpids raising America 
in vixy estimaticsL But I ppesume that iMme witt 
come out until the j hear from me again. Were I 
fmotediikg no f^itiier than this city, ai^ felt it 
aece^ary that I should make up my mind, for 
m* against ^anigrattpn, I should fed mjnelf 
most Asrkwardly situated ; for although it occu- 
l^es my attention at all times, I cannot make 
emn an approach towards a decision* Hie ca- 
pitalist will receive in this State legal interest of 
six per iCent. ; in the state of New York se^^en 
pK c^nt I think that se^en, or perhaps eight, 
m%lu be made upon good security. Property 
0f fdl kinds is selling every day at the Ex- 
ehaoge Cpffi^e Rooms. There is not now any 
ffetit scope for mercantile speculation. Lands 
c«a he purchased, or new and large concerns 
eatabHdied : but either of these would be ha^ 
UMPdoiis. Ca^tai is certainly wanted throughout 
the country. I diink a brewery eould be esta- 
blidied with sound hopes of success, and net 
naqniring more than from ten to fifteen thousand 
pomtids. A London shcqpkeeper, with a capital 
of from thoee to ten thousand pounds, and whe 
fieiiU imposA his goods fi^m the first mai^kete, 
would I think suoeeMi .~ not beoiftuse there is a 
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want of " dry goods stores;** for I believe otte^ 
half ^ould be spared : but there is an ignoraiice 
^f good principles of business f and, I suspeat, 
ja very general deficiency of means. LawycEs, 
doctors,, clerks, shopmen, literary men, artists, 
B^d schoolmasters, would, to use an Aoiedcan 
phn^i?, ^f come to a bad market** Mecfaamcs 
can fpijm their own judgment, from the states: 
fnents in the preceding pages. Weavers, ^todc- 
ing-makers, atid others, acquainted on^ with the 
4:otton, woollen, hardware, and linen mpmafac* 
tures, would find employment very difficult to 
i)btain. A few evenings since I saw a carpenter 
and his wife, who have been herie but one i^ontb, 
from Hull, in Yorkshire. The husband -stated, 
that in England he earned 21s. per week ; ihBt 
he now obtains 31s. 6d. ; that he finds greai^dif- 
^ciilty in getting his money from^ his employer; 
that, " taking one thirig with another,** the ex? 
pense of living is as nearly like that in Eag'^ 
la^d as possible ; that had he been acquainted 
with every thing which he at present know^ Jhe 
would not have left home ; but that, baiiwg 
done so, he is well satisfied; and has now ^v^ 
s^ojoie money*— a thing which he had hardly 
ever before done. I state this: raan*s iniouf^ 
tion, because I con^der it deserving ofs^sour 
confidence. It is equally free from the/fwild 
rhapsodies of some persons, and the deploat^e 
pictures which several Efighshmeii. in (this. oiiy; 
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and in other; {)arte oif the union, have given m& 
of their disappointments, and of America in 
genend. The carpenter's- success is just what 
would attend any other industrious man of the 
same business, . or of several others previously 
emimerated. His idea of the difficulties which' 
he. had encountered are natural, ias lie has not' 
been engaged sufficiently- long in' other pursuits! 
to .obliterate! these impressions* • Could 1 see * 
him in .'twrfve months from the'present time, I ^ 
think his condition would be, if I may judge 
from others, something like the following : -i- 
sayed fourteen guineas ; , living in two smaH' 
rooms. ; :iTidependent of his master, and his nias.; 
ter^i him; thinks the Americans a very dirty* 
and disagreeable people, and hates them ^froni 
his soul ^ would be delighted to see old England 
again, and smoke: his pipe and drink his jpint,'* 
and talk politics with the cobbler, and abuse the' 
taxes ; ^and ^ then he remembers that he is in ' 
America, where he^cannot endure the thoughts I 
of having his bonfes buried ; thinks of returning 
to England, where his wife is also anxious to go, 
in order that she may drink tea and gossip with 
hfer old neighbours ; then they both conjure up 
their ibrmer- se£i sickness, their fear of being 
drowned, the inoney that their: passage would. 
cdst^ and that 'When Ahey g6t. to Hull, his most 
lalK>riousc'application would riot more than 
pro\^ide them'wlth ^ bare existence. He then 

N 
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i^i^nspi^es to rem^i) in Am^ric^, kisep tte 
r^pne^ \7hich be h^s sayficl» ^dd a^ muck more 
tf)^ a»l|^ c^ib and ipid^e hims^ »» contented 
w4 ^py as Uc^ in his power. 
- ITj!^ man of smsdl property, ^o inteods 
l^irii^ upon the intereit, wd wants to remote 
to a cheaper country than Bngianid^ ^bould 
ps^q^e before the object cf his diidbe h« Aaie* 
xip^ From what I h^ve seen of large towns, 
living is not> upon the wht>ki lower tkta in Eng^ 
lish cities. In the interior, it may be Um ^i^an 
in the country parts of England, ftft Midi a 
man must, of necessity, have his ideas df faip- 
piness associsfted with many source^ of comfort 
and gratification, which he would seek for^ in vain 
within th€{ United SMes. 

In conclusio;^ I wish to express my anxions 
hopes that you ^m ;all weE;> and that wh^ber 
we rems^ in Englaii;^ or-sett)e in theNafir Woiid, 
we may cqptinue to, possesa, and to d^rve, as 
great 2^ portion of ei^oyment as may be.eonBist* 
ent with our impi^oyement in the presfni state 
of our existeufce^ \, 

P^S. Tax98 are of tfiiiyEiig amount compared 
witi^ the enormous drafts made upon you in that 
particular. A gentleman of this city, whose 
house is his own property, but whidi, if 1^ 
y{on\d be worth 1901. per annum, obliged me 
with his collector's receipts tot three years.' 
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^* »b. - i *>- . iM ton td Liberty ^roWii, ccffl^qtor, iJb. -• 

Chesiiut Sire^ fltt- take^ki iaidefle Watd foi- 1813. 
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iSStyTax . • 19 38 
Poor ditto - - 10 
County - - 8 
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Total 40 98 or 9L 4s, 3d." 
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City Tax . - 18 Q\\ 

?<K* ^ . . 10 62 

OlWfy ' -^ • 8 19 

;iebmiiid€lii»Udh&ou6«> ^ 
stands . . 3 ^ 

\^ater - . 5 
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To(«l45 



8 orl0L4s.6d.*' 



Hie following notice from the tax cdlecton 
is just published : 

^ TAXES Foa 1817, 
Notice is hereby given, that the taxes for 1817 aw 
now due ; and the owners of inroperty and other taxable 

N % 



180 TAXES^ 

inhabitants of the city of Philade]^i% district of South- 
wark and townships of Northern. Lib^ies and.Penn/ 
are. reqaired & call on die collectors hereaftelr ni^ed/ 
and,pay their taxes, or the law will be enforced to com* 
pel payment. The following extract from the collector's 
warrant^ is pul)lished for the information of those con-, 
cerned. 

" * And if any person, charged in the said duplicate^ 
shall neglect or refuse to make payment within 30 days ^ 
from the time of the demand by you made, you are thenT 
hereby authorised and required to levy the tax due by 
such delinquent, by distress and* sale of his goods and 
chattels, giving ten days' notice of such sale, by^ written 
or printed advertisements.. And in case goods!. imd 
chattds cannot be found sufficient to satisfy the, same 
with costs, you are authorised and required to 'take the 
body of tlie said delinquent, and convey him to the jail 
of the said county of tPhiladelphia, .there ^to re^ain;.yntil 
the said tax with costs bepaid or secured to be paid^ or 
othert^d^fe : be ' discharged by the course of law. And 
hereby fail not at your peril.' " 

It may be necessary to observe, that these afe 
State, not United States taxes* This distiBCtion 
is essential to lie borne in mind, as it is anti- 
cipated that the legislature will abolish the war 
taxes upon the opening of congress, and you 
might suppose from that fact, that all internal 
taxation. would be doneiaway. 
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&StAVB £HfLAJ>ELFHIA* FOtf THE WESMRN COUNTRY. — 
PBHVSYhVAmA farms; THBIB VAL0B» — FRice op 
STOCK ; OP LABOUR. — PRODUCE. — SOIfc, — TA VERKS. 
— MILITARY. — LOUDON ^LANDLORDS; THEIR POLI- 
TICS. — ALLEGANY MOUNTAINS ; THEIR SCBNBRY. — 

DIFFICULTY OF (CROSSING. — M'CONNEL's VILLB KU- 

^MEROUS EMIGRANTS; THEIR MODE 4)F TRAVBLiUfG. -^ 
^ SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS OP THE ALl^EGANIES. — CHA- 
i RACTBR AND PURSUITS OF THE PEOPLE. — CROSSING 
' ^«kB RIVBR JUNIATA'. — BAD STAGES. — GRENSBURGH; 
r— FACE, OF THE COUNTRY TOWARDS PlMsiUROH. -^ 
^ IMPROVED CONDITION OF THE INHABITANT]^, — PITTS- 
BURGH.— FINE situation; — SCENERY. — PRICES OF 
FROVIBIONS ; OF LABOUfiL. — FAbMING. — PRODUCE. — 
PtICB OF STC^K.-^ GENERAL BXPJ^NSES. — COlfbiTlON 
OF A PENNSYLVANIA FARMEI^..— COAL. — TRADES AN^ 
MANUFACTURES. — NEW ESTABLISHMENTS LIKELY TO 
S06CfiBD.— capital' required. — RAPID INCREASE OF 
, THE W^TBRN COUNTRY; — MODE OF CONDUCTHJo BUSI- 
NESS. ^- MECHANICS. — THEATRE. — POPULATION. — , 
YOUNG WATSON. — LEAVE PITTSBURGH. — STATE OF 

- OHio. — FACE OF THE COUNTRY. — PRICE OF LANDS. 

• STATE OF AGRICULTURAL KNOWLEDGE.^— PRICEOFLA^ 

^ BOUR. T- CLIMATE.'^ WILD ANttMALS* — « FROLIC^" ~ 

PURSUITS OF WOMEN.— .CLASSES OF SOCIETY. — q|N- 

' C^NNATI. —/SLAVERY. — PRICES. — RENTS. — TRADES. 
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<^MGeHAiriC«.««*'WAirT of eA9ITAL**^MAIIUFACTmttm# 

— STATE OF KENT0CKlr. — raiOX Ot LAVHB; OF I,A«» 

bour. — slavery. — rewts. — soit. — produce* — 
Trades. — manufactures. — provisions* — climate^ 

— HEALTH. -^ MIDDLETOWN. — LOUlSVILJLS* --^ WHAT 
CLASS OF SMIORANTS W6UtD SUCCEED* — LORD SSLRIRK« 

— UNFAIR ACGOp^T PT )^L|.ISjl f^l^ TRAVELLER. — 
ILLINOIS TERRITORir* — EXTENT. — FACE OF THE COUN- 
TRY.— NAVIO ABLE WATEkS*-— FIRST INHABITAl^TS. 

PRESENT POPULATION. — THEIR CHAl^ACTBR AJID CI^N*' 
DITION. — SOIL. — PRODUCE. — SUPPOSED EXPENSE OF 
ERECTING HOUSES. — WILD ANIMALS. — TOWNS.— 

^ C0Nf^DI^RAT10NS REQUiRIlfO THE' ATTEHTiair OF U^ 

Shawnee Town^ tllmois Tertitqry^ ^^sissippit *e» 
bee. 1817. 

Afmr a long and iktigmng journey^ t have at 
length reached the lllipojs temtoiy, whkh in 
^l ^^ability witt 80on« become tho tw ert i fetl i 
State o# this ilotirishftig RepuMte. In my re- 
port from Philadelphia, sent in the !Blfictr% a|id 
whiph I caUndfite yoa mH receive by about 
the l«th December, I fbrwarded aM the inform- 
ation of which I was then in possession. Though 
Iliave.seen a large iK>ition: of thi», inteMsiing 
continent, my mind is by no means yet mad^fip 
eoficeming it. I have in fact come to no deci- 
sion, and can as yet, at lea^t, m^e no fiiwl re- 
p(»rt of ^e country, or its inhab]toit»» i feel 
lihat my restdeitice here has been too bffef ' to 
enable me correctly: to fbrm a judgment ng^m 



l0^t> H' in Moire BMmi!%tft\ikt ^Lpfmk^tMn 
a la^id and i pea^e esi^^tidly cB^retit him 

wiisSi, at least for tKe p^es^nt^ to^^you, a$ fai 
2Bi iim in' my poi»&r^ fK$t& fycm Whii^ yotr fli!ay 
fttfti! ydttf owtf judgn^oCy a«rhi b€^ ^tittbled heite^ 
ifter, perhaps, die bettei^ to see^ the pi-d^^ty 
of mine: I sb^ll proceed* thi^refi^, ab be^Ore^ 
kr giving ^tracts firon^ my jburnid, #Mdi I 
have k^ widi oiihut^ «3fa^tness from Hiiladel« 
pbia to ^k" fk.c^^ 

Octo]»e^.*-^£^ PhilkddlpHitt for ]^ilts6ii^. 

tivatedv ami teniia^^l ti^^ df IknA ea&ed ibe 
*f .^reat Vaitey/* FaifiM? ikl this di«irft« aM 
obieiy ownal by Buteh diiid' €l%rmaiW»' aiid 
^«{r de«$eiidiait$i 'IPBej^ liotiskft of fif'mat^ 50 t\t> 
dOO mmi eadi stei^ wo#tk^ aOO ddBifrsf' (4^- 
a^dafi^ cheaper at tibidtj^e than tMSOd^tlAi 
^ddoUari^dhcilflandet which encnrao^ oOiSt 
parts af th^ em&kk sttD^i Tite mbiftlAAtitf 
bartti* iitl3 t^riviaEt^ dWcfllingir^ ^keldU^tat brie^ 
and condition- of Hv^ stbck^ a&d raperimr ciiltli 

pi^ it MilfiA i^MpBiimAimi OTd J^glUfifl^ 
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184, PENNSYLVANIA FARMS* 

The prc^rietors ai?e wealthy. They hawre the 
reputation of being practical opp<Hients of\the 
desolating system of paper money, by keeping 
th<^ hard, cash safely locked up in their <* old 
^ycomtry'' boxes. Be this as it may, their |w>- 
perty, unlike that of their fellow.-citiz^iis'on the 
sea-side, hists not vatii^hed into air by the late 
mig^y political dianges. They have been 
b^B^ad by Heayen with excellent land and good, 
markets ; and although their progress in.the ac- 
quif^ent^of <^ this woi^ld's gDods'^ basnot beea 
Ijfcke the rise of Jonah's gourd, neither has it 
shared the fate of that transitory plant, i -^ ,; 

There are good farms in other districts within 
20 miles of Philaddphia, which can be pur^ 
chased at.frofn 80 to 100 dollars per acr^ bmid^ 
io^ included. ^ Limestone, land will ^seU icor 
200 dollars. In a farm of QOO wcres^ the. pi^^ 
pration may be estimated at 90 aa:es of plot^h^ 
ii^gi ^ of in^^dowy 10 of orqhard, andd0*<lf 
wood. land. The latt^, near the city, is worth 8^ 
to.^4Q0 dollars per acre. A farm of the. abo^Mr 
dj^s^iption^is, worthy if withip five miles of. t^. 
cs^it^l^ ^3^000 dollar^ ; at from 20 to 40 .utiles^ 
dirtance,. 10,000 dollars. Uncleared, lapda, in 
remote parts of the iState, vmy in piiee .fr6m 
half a dollar to 20 dollars per acre, : . ; 

The F^insylvanian horse is a medium between 
<ftff^ sa^dle,:and heavy cart horses^ ai|d 4^ w^U. 
stRl^ % n^t p«;iQ>ose$.: They are.-iKvth fnfBt 
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Sa to.. IIS) dollars (llL ^. 6d, to dSt. 7r. 6d.). 
A: i farm w^pgonvWill €»)st:100 to 1^ cUdliirs 
(^l.^Os. to^L); a family ditto, 70 to90 dol- 
I9XS i ditto with ! spriD^, 1 60 dollars ^ neat gig, 
309 ; b^t ditto, .4S0 ; a farm cart, 50 ddlars* 
XH^.luit^ual expense^of keeping a family waggon 
smd horse is about SO dollars. 
i iv^ell-ifltproDBd land; will produce, on anaveF- 
age» 2d bushd&of wheat per acre (a farmerwith- 
in e^t:mUe8,of die city has^ raised 40); ditto 
of Indkn, ocam, S6 to 60. Wheat is sold at from 
1(K) to m) cents (73. 8d- to 9s. lid.) per bushel; 
Indian corn, 80 to 100 cents (3s. 7d. to4s. 6d.) } 
oats^ 40 to 55 cents (ls..9d. to ^. 5|d.) : they 
are. ^lighter than ^e . English. Meadows ar^ 
u§ill41y .pk»i^ied, in roti^ton, ^ and planted with 
I«d^ ;c6m. Ordiards. are also put- under thiS 
]dough» grainnot being considered as injurioi^ t^ 
the fruit. A good milch cow, four years cAdi^ 
wmrth: 5}.. 13s. 6di Sheep^ are >much smdler than 
o^i^ H^f blood Merino are lls#3d. ; tbree^ 
^^Wters .blood, ISs. 6d. ; :foll dittb$ 9Ss. 6dr^ 
rMi9^are.4l. 10s. to 111. jSs..6d» ; pigs f^ur^ weeks 
old iiM^ ^ dd. ; a sow and ditto, 11. 1 1&. S&. to 
^.jl4s.; a lK)g.of 100 pounds, IK lis. 6d. to 
2L;5$*; ^.yi^eof oxen, 151. Ids. to ^. 10». ^ - 

, ^.QQfip^ «id idnc mine is worked s^^mm* 
tyf^ylv^sijfxqptx: .Philadd^f^ft. ^' ^ Iron ^^# 
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abtiuiid$ tkrouf^oirt tke State. Sir iroiv s^ 
U^ 130 dolkirs p«r tan. lAmeMm^ sd^M%n4i 
ut about fifteen miles £rom tte city. OlMri 
M also a coanse gray marbte in larg^ ^fiMdtit<9^ : 
it im used f(^ 9t^ and cb&tthfie^«|)ie{m^ -'2%^ 
l^cke lidivered in Pbi4a«b^faia 19 ^im dM» 
the cubic foot. - - - 

The famers in Peuns^dvanii are fAafiy ^them 
riolv: some re^e m jfirB4*nite bome^r afild^llie 
pottes^d of most of the convenienceB of liftl 
Those remote from a inark€^ gme^fy dUstH 
tkeir gtara, finding whiskey to' Ite the tnoi^^i^ 
venieniand f^rofifiable fwm Under wbic^h td^lb¥^ 
anddi^se^ofthaitstoiek. Tlie gveat bedyof t^«si^ 
men are Gertian^ or of Gbitna»dksdent. 1%^ 
inreei^^ebt practicai^ttmers, vejEy inkhiiitlil^Utf, 
vet y meremar)^ imd vet^jr i^rtriint. Hn^ <jia*- 
cUtionlof theltbonfM is^ similainT) diai^in cWiMi' 
faft».of the United/ Stales; 
, 'Bie iMPns^ of Laneastcn^, H^tiiiAii^* aHll 
GaslNifei through wfaaeh Z piiisM ar^adloftt«n 
9<mBideimble ill eMtitet and ia«p5p»krt^ IRitf 
ea^h^ ceMa»i a laige pr<4)brtion of c^tfde^^t 
brkfe buddings^ and tiimisoal erecti(tti0'4»f*ifM]^«t 
heuM^ gaols,' and' cksordkei;, all cnnfaidug aftiei^ 
tent^of dttloigftkl psospcfrity^ and an ad^nsftideild^lt 
towapdb European establishments truly extracnr- 
dcuaiy, when we re^eiS^et tSiat this is a country 
n^iMii im^he said^ to be^ bdtr of yi[^i»^y. 
1!M Geiftiail dbmk^u^very^pfkfOtm^im^ 



m% tiMi ^tm* The ong^nal )i»gpi|ge is Mfli 
p^emf^ed, «Qd tfaeire are even paiiiye Peqmylvi^ 
nim^ who cunnot speajk the En^flh l^ogin^^ , 

Amv;64 at C3iamhie?dl>u]i[h» 1^7 9ilas irom 
JPhJilad^phim I va;it to the uw where tNsti^ei 
^im Baltimore and Philadelphia to Pittsbufg^ 
ifwally 9tQpu These stages are two dayt^ ia m« 
filing hece frcmi the lattar^ aod oiie ftom- the 
i^irmer dty^ . I seiiuredaj^aceg for which I paid 
14 doljia^ (three guin#ft9)r distance liiQmiimh 
This: tpwA coptaim about £40 hotiaes^ o£ all 
mrt^f two or three churches,, a gad a^d cdurk^ 
boiwet f 

Qc^er..-r^Tbe ^;age started at three o^dMii 
in the {QoraiDg* A Mr^ Plower^ canoec tod ifkk 
Mr« Birkhftck» left Chaixib^rdipiigl^ a few dfi|«t 
piij^vioMSA on ^s return fbopi Uliao^i tp !^pf^ 
l[an4. What his viewa of ttii^ c^^oti^ are I hair^ 
not learned, though tnimld'Coo^lwi^J^m iim 
r^g^jrt^ stat^nenta of an ac^gyiifttww^ wHb 
i({hflWi H e^veraeA a^ Ch»B*ei»biJM#> ttiat hil 
e4t)ii)^wpt<^Am^a.i»h%^,fa)iro^ .^^^ 

Apiy^ed at eightf o'dbcH at LokwAw^ at tiit 
£[>j^<^the uqrth :?n€Hji»ta}ii»«»«^t^^ Aikifim^ 
ridgsp. .Ther^ af e here 17 lqg,aiwl «OJipaie&of 
t^k^ hQUWSu / We were iM^^^Ubiwed>tQ hcedk* 
fj^tat thevtavern intbiff.taiwiJhtaax^pi:^^ 
pel^Ksi «f th^ cQ^ had a hou«e,at M^iPMHa 
Yiiip.. Xhe ta¥em at I^cwd«hi»? 
^]^ ; a number (^ ^iFi^goiiers ^wefe \mQk&$tr 



I8S ELECTION. *— WAGGONS, 

ing. The election was a topic erf* violent de- 
bate; beta, and, as a usual accompahiment, 
cbolef , ran high. We brought the latest iiitelli- 
gence of the returns- All had their hopes 4nd 
fears. The landlord, who is of Dutch desc^ent, 
was, as a ijaatter of course, a Hiesterite, because 
he waa descended from a countryman. iTie 
Irish party, for similar reasons, ' supported 
Fiodlay. We were saluted by each at our cJ^- 
parture, «* Hu2za for Hiester !" ** Huzza* fdr 
** Findlay ?' My fellow-travellers were citizens 
of* the world : they huzzaed for each' with* true 
philanthropic liberality. Hie final f'etuni 
throughout the State elected Mr. Rhdlaywith a 
nmjority of seven^housand. I counted 30 regular 
stage-waggons engaged in the transportation of 
goods to and from Pfttsbufgh. They are dravm 
by four strong well-fed horses, are made lipofl 
the model of English waggons, but about bhe- 
third less in size.^ They are from 20 to Sir 
days in rffecting their^ journey. THe aAifel^s 
sent from Philadelphia are hardware, and' What' 
ared^omiiiafed ^*' dry goods.'' This tem in- 
cludes all articles of woollen, linen, cotton/ ^d 
sik: Those returned from Pittsburgh are farm- 
ing^produce^ chidly flotu-. It is necessarjr' to 
imd^rstand thit the road P am travelliiig is' th%' 
only trading waggon route to the whole #festeni 
cdiHitryv This drcumstance' being taken ihtb 
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considemf^oor in addition to the fact that there^ 
is no rwater^caniage^. the number of conveys* 
ancesy though grei^, is by no means exttaor** 

Canary, : .^ ^. •. , - 

Proceeded up ibe oorth mountain^ over a' 
most; excellent piece of road, which is part <rf* 
the new ns^mal turnpike, proposed to extend' 
from, t^^ liiead of; the Potowmac ^ to Wheding, 
and .when-cQippleted will be of immense' im-^ 
portance to the. western country,. and indeed 1i»r 
whole JJnion, the ccmnec^ion of the old and: neiw^ 
sections, being at present; matemUy impeded by* 
exjc^^yely; bad roads. T At 11 o- dock, when* 
nc^^he.^upimit o^ the mountain, we en}oyed(i%' 
mpat.es^ensiye view of a lai^; andc beacttifuV 
vaUejj,- which must ^contain > tensrc^ thousandr of * 
aqr^i^tl^t have not yet known the/hand of the; 
cultivator. . The prospect, Qombiniing js^cunegraiidr^ 
mountain scenery^ w§s the r most ou^^iificflnt I 
ha(i ever beh^d. The iijterfest of'the 'scene' 
waf also not a little hmghtened:by the prospect of 
MfConneP^s ViUe, whicji we^werje af^roachJng^ 
This apfiaii^n^y delightful, Uttleitdwn ^peaoredt' 
secluded from^hje^rest; of the w^d, tand otier 
n^i^tchayer im,agin)dd^it ^npther Sden, cut- 1^. 
by^ ;pa^2yis of /woods - and ^ trax^kless wil<&i *^ ted ^ 
iQ^^tain;;snqw3j./froi]^> the vices and the corfyp^'^ 
tic^ wjb^di, iHi every oth^r ^[^prter,: visit aod^ 
toiw[i^liattl^ ^rev*sfe-rJ 

Wcj^ered the, tOMmj- pyopeeded i to tbe^fa|vett3^, r 
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wiiato wt btmkfiKtei, and a nearer imptc^Mk 
tkeipad ewry thing aMond tm Co be m^tel^ 

. fauiaaQ* 

M'Connel's Ville contains 40 houses, drtefl)r 
l0g;-^Be0fiattowlO€eiitsapdutld(5id*>$ scMto- 

^taaes it is oiity 7 (8|d.)$ imtttoB ii itot eckl- 

sMMd: fowh are 6s. 9d« ^r dotenj (Auirgt 

for btwkfasC, ite. Sd. --- Passed sev>c^^ 

on foot from Massacboaetts, gofaiginth an-dJ- 

ttatkm of viewing the western coiuttty, itttdi'iP 

aatiified, ^ selecting a settfemeitt pftevioM to 

the endgiatioH of their ikmilieA : the/ ^ft^ 

esNtflled our stage in expedition. Gamenp^wfth 

^ small family waggons ; two of ^kese #eAi 

.bndceii dbwn, and the horses of aH in i^iy had 

oonditaea^ Atj weredttefly frmn Masaachnaeits, 

Jte^/pr and Connecticut Oneoflftese watftlki 

jointpreptvt^of arDmich andan American 6itt%. 

. H J eoaopaiiiOiis seeined to know at first si^g;!^ 

from what iState the emigviuits trnvefiad^ ifhe 

New E^fanders were eirid^itfy h^terUMLS^t 

tb^ great $md nnairoidabie fatigiies of feittoini» 

thaft the natives of Jersey attd Ifar^sdid. ; I 

thoi;^it I cocdd even discover in Hie i^iteilr* 

bahitantft the eil^ts of reading in \ftte.aiid 

ia dave Statea.r l%e genuine YatfkiM .^ISew 

EAglandOB) are %Mnnit of slaveiy; th^ftttae 

heea neeessitoted to labour with -^btk cant 

haada; tfaeyhMre not been demoniBeed ttj^tfk^ 

aaitiaiity with a systan thotestdbltii&ea^a txttrier 

12 
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ti«9^ hB!¥9 Mt been taught that because thvir 
Beighbour's f^e was (to use theii* own phnue) . 
a gnkie .^kvker thaxi their own, he was t^iere- 
1s^» of dmb^brwr species (as I am arcy to me 
QtAteAded for west by Mr; Jetkmxi) ;.tbey iuif% 
rrii^ OQ thmr own msourcas, and liie.coilack 
q^noisi^ tbat the^ are racoe enterfmsiag, mrae 
heaMhy^ mora enUgfateaed^ aaid altogether better 
au^hed tor callhiate the wildeneia with sucoea^ 
tiian^diwr sbiire«hold]fig neigbboors. Even the 
wxiaieii^NMnJNbw England ^ere- walidng befi^re 
tiiairtwaggims, wliife the otfato*8 were ekh^ 
drlagga^ behind. 

: .These ehiigraatft ptefcsred tiavdlfeig iii'^6<»n* 
paoiei^ Immiag a oaeneis of interest, and 
seotoing an interchange of assktance wiien 
iieosisafy^ Jb difficult parts of this traiirt >&ttir 
papogr^ai was so slow as to be h»dly fetc^*^ 
iMe. Ropes wete at^acbed to eacE side ot ^^ 
WGaggons^ at whieb, wbik some wif^ |HlMlifg» 
dChara w»e asoat umnereiftilly, tlMmgb neoM^ 
saiaBy, urtiij^piag the buitses, vA^kh dragged Aie 
waggOHSMSi^ct yards at an ^fort. - The- getting 
thesa^ wagons and &aiflies ovir the ladttDrttmis 
^i^^itoaedt ttttle less tiban a continuance of mira- 
:^m.^ I was prepared tx> eirpi^ct maHh^ but the 
scriily has increased my ideas ^ tike dift£^^ 
of Ifbis «tiiigiatioti ^ Aousttnd Md. 
CrbiRed *&e^ ;ft«i|Mta -^ atirliM at Diekensoii's 
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Tavern— « proceeded to Bloody-ruD, where W 
arrived at half-past eleven, excessively fatigued 
— charge for supper and bed, 4s. 6d. In the 
latter part of this stage nothing could exceed 
the badness oithe roads ; yet the understaiAling 
Jpetween the driver and horses was so perfect;^ 
that we proceeded, though. with almost broken: 
bones, with the exactness of mechanism; ' A 
London poachman would in half an hour have^ 
dashed the strongest English stage to pieces, : 
and probably broken the necks of iiis'paMehgers> 

: Second day. — Started at three o'clock in. the 
morning : thermometer ten degrees above.zeiro :; 
at nine arrived at Bedford, where . we were not* 
allowed* to breakfast, as a sfcage-proprietor.HvM 
farther on. We all crossed over to the.orch^u?d<tf| 
aifieurm house atid stole some fiiozeniapples, which ^ 
oiir keen appetites caused-us to.enjoy. r^^&wedi 
over the Dry Ridge, upon whidi were great 
numbers of family and stage waggons : some, of; 
the former were from the district of Maine, and 
had been out 80 days. The progress of :^, 
stage was sq slow and so painful, that I preferred* 
walking : this afforded me an oppof tuoity of; 
entering into' the views andjittle histories : c^* 
fdlow-travellers. No -person here need^^li 
backw£ud in asking questions, ai^id Ml $nsw9tj 
without hesitation or reserve. The, w^JO^n J; 
found the mosjb commupicatiye : their hllskM«d«j 
beingi chiefly ^en^tged in dragging along their 

14 
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wretched nags. The first I conversed with was 
from /Jersey, out 32 days: she was 'sitting upon 
a log which served for the double purpose of a 
seat and a fire : their waggon had broken down 
the day ^-before ; her husband was with it at a 
distant blacksmith's : she had been seated therd* 
all night : her last words w^nt to my heart: 
"Ah! Sir, I wish to God we had never left 
♦* home."''' ' ' 

'The' view from the summit of Dry Ridge 
evem exceeds the one before described. The 
scenery is bolder, and i;hafked with a character . 
of ' increased magnificence. The eye takes in at 
one glance, the various ridges called the South, 
the Blue/ the Cove, and the more extended 
chain, peculiarly denominated the Allegany. 
The** calm' ^ serenity of the numerous valleys 
fotifted a pleasing contrast with the more stu- 
pendous works of nature with which we were 
so pfoftisely surrounded. Although there is* 
here' much barren country, there is a good- 
deal of fine fertile land. The most ^ prevalent 
trees are the beech, black, red, and whit'e oaks.' 
Glay slate appears, thus far, to characterise 
these mountains, — We continued to overtake 
emtgrswits' waggons from Maryland, Jersey, 
Peifnsylvama, Connecticut, Massachusetts,^ and 
district of Maine. One of the families was that 
of &e brother-in-law and sister of Captain Riley, 

whose work, dlrtailihg his shipwreck and conse- 
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quent captivity in Africa, has been reprinted in 
England and attracted such general and welK 
deserved attention. This family were in great 
distress* 

At five o'clock in the evening we reached 
the top of the Alleganies. Our stage was far 
behind. This day I had walked about sixteen 
miles J and, as was the case: the day before, we 
were not allowed to stop for dinner, there being 
no coach proprietor upon the road.^ " The 
Fountain Inn" is a miserable log-house, or what 
you would call a dogrhole : it was crowded with 
emigrants. I asked for something to eat, but 
could only obtain for answer, " I guess whis- 
" key is all the feed we have on sale/* I have 
met with several similar instance^ when 1 hav^ 
asked, " Have you any meat ?** " No/* -- 
" Either cold or hot will make no difference to 
me/* " I guess 1 don't know.** — " Hav^ 
" you any fowls ?** « No.** — " Fish?** « No.?* 
— "Ham?'* ^* No/' — "Bread?** «No.**^ 
" Cheese ?" « No.** — r " Crackers^ (biscuits) ?** 
<« No.** — " I will pay jjou any price you 
" please.'* " I guess we have only rum and 
" whiskey feed.'* 

The character of the mountain inhabitants 
appears cold, friendless, unfeeling, callous, aiKl 
selfish. All the emigrants with whom I con- 
versed complained of the enormous charges at 
taverns. Log-houses ane the only habitations 

14 . 
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foi* m^ny miles. They are formed of the trunks 
ot^ trees, about twenty feet in length, and 
SIX inches in diameter, cut at the ends, and 
placed upon each other. The roof is Ihitned 
in a similar tnanner. In some houses there are 
windows ; in others the door performs a double 
office. The chimney is erected outside, and in 
a similar manner to the body of the house. 
Some have clay in their chimneys, which is a 
precaution very necessary in these western 
palaces. In some the space between the logs 
remains open ; in others it is filled with clay. 
The hinges are generally wood. Locks are not 
used. In some there are two apartments ; in 
others but one; for all the various operations of 
cooking, eating, sleeping, and, upon great occa- 
sions, washing. The pigs also come in for their^j^ 
due^share, of the log residence. — By eleven ^ 
o'clock at night we safely arrived at Somerset, 
eS7 miles from Philadelphia. 

Started at 3 o'clock on our third day's jour- 
ney : thermometer 6 above zero. — Crossed 
Lfturel Hill. A family from Massachusetts 
had " camped oilt" during the night. At 
five o'clock ^e found them cooking potatoes 
for breakfast : they very freely ofiered us a 
portion of their homely fare. Perhaps in Essex 
I should have thought this no treat — on 
Laurel Ridge it was a most acceptable one ; 
so tlaturally does our inclination adapt itself 

o 2 



196 ALLEGANY MOUNTAINS. 

to our cirfcumstaQces.; r. This family ccoisidted 
of ; ten persons : an old lady, her son and. 
his wife, with seven , children, of both sexes^ 
from, t^vo, to sixteen years of age; dl in ex- 
cellent health, and full of life and spirits;; 
despising difficulties, and ^ anticipating a rich- 
reward when they arrived in ; the "^ land of 
" Canaan/' /: , . . -: :: 

The vegetation on this ridge appears superior 
to that of the Allegany : it is considered to 
take its name from the calmia latifoUdy which 
grows here profusely. The mountain called 
Little Chestnut Ridge, succeeds that of Lau- 
rel Hill, the difficulties of the road increasing ; 
though those which we experienced were " light 
** as air,'* compared with those which the poor 
families were exposed to. The inconveniences 
of travelling principally arise, ndt from the mere 
height of these mountains, but from the abun- 
dance of enormous stones and of mud holes. 
The road is not turnpike after the small space 
described previous to arriving at M'GonnePs 
Ville. The trees on Chestnut Ridge are 
chiefly oak and chestnut: the soil appears 
chalky. This morning, after a walk of four 
hours, we halted for the coach to come up; ' 
though the pain of riding exceeded the fatigue of 
walking, yet the having it as a place of final re- 
sort, was desirable : it refreshed us by t;aryi^ the 
weariness of our bodies. At half-past ten at night 
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we arrived at Greensburgk^SLiovfn only 36 miles 
from Pittsburgh. I was delightfed with the i>ear 
prospect of a few days* cessation from fatigue. 

Started, the fourth day, at four o'clock in the 
morning, with the high treat of a turnpike-road } 
but the advantages arising from this were but of 
shoi't contihuance. We had to descend Tur- 
tle Creek Hill, which, in consequence of recent 
rains, had become, if possible, even worse than 
Laurel Hill. We all got out, and, up to our 
knees in mud, took our turns in holding up the 
stage. This tract bore decided evidence of 

' being embedded with coal. At the foot of the 
hill I came up with a woman and girl, with two 
infants in their arms, who came, to use their 
Wn language, " vrom Zomerzetzhire in King- 
land." Collecting from my remarks that I 
had been in their country, they -spoke of it 
"with heartfelt attachment; were sorry that they 
had ever been persuaded to leave it ; they had 
been ^ told that this was the/ first place in the 
world, but' they had experienced nothing but 
^diflSculties since they had set their foot upon it. 
The husband was behind, dragging on thieir little 
ail. It was 45 days since they had left Phila- 

"'delphia. I assisted them over a brook, aiid en- 

'deavoiired to comfort them with the hopes that 

^ when they once got settled they would be well 

repaid for all their toil. ^^ ' 

^ Passed through M^Nah^'s Tow?, a new log 

o 3 
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settlement; also Eastern Liberty T&wn^ con- 
taining some brick-hcmses, an hotel, and a large 
steam grist-mill. At two o'clock we arrived at 
Hunter's hotel in Pittsburgh. The town was 
enveloped in smoke. The condition of the 
people from Chambersburgh to Greend^urgh is 
that of an absence of wealth and of the con- 
veniences of life, with, however, the means of 
obtaining a sufficient quantity of food« Their 
habitations, in our ideas, are extremely wretched; 
but in theirs, the contrary. The blacksmith and 
the tavern-keeper are almost the only occupa- 
tions: the former earns from 20s. 6d. to 27s# 
per week : the profits of the latter must be 
great, judging from the high charges and bad 
quality. From Greensburgh to Pittsburgh, the 
improvement, in size and qiuiUty of the houses, 
is Evident ; and the cultivation and condition of 
the laiid are much superior. Many places bear 
the evident marks of wealth ; the criterion 
for ascertaining which is, in this country, very 
tangible. Recurring to my old plan of estima- 
tion, I passed on my road from Chambersburgh 
to Pittsburgh, being 158 miles, one hundred and 
three stage-waggons, drawn by four and six 
horses, proceeding from Philadelphia and Balti-* 
more to Pittsburgh, — seventy-nine from Pitts- 
burg to Baltimore and Philadelphia,— sixty- 
three wi^gons, with families, from the several 
places fdllowing : — twenty from Massachusetts, 
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*- ten ftom the district of Maine, —* fourteen, 
from Jersey, *^ thirteen from Connecticut,-'^ 
two from Maryland,-^ one from Pennsylvania^^^ 
ob^ from England, -^ on^e from HoUand, -^ aad 
one from Ireland ; about two hundred persons 
cm iiorseback, — twenty on foot, — one beggar, 
oane family, with their waggon, returning from 
CiAcinnatv entirely disappointed -*- a circum- 
stance which, though rare, is by no means, as 
some might suppose, miraculous* 

PITTSBURGH. 

Pittsburgh is, in several points of view, a most 
interesting town; from its natural situation, being 
at the termination of two, and the cotpmenc^- 
ment of a third river, which has a direct commu- 
nication with the ocean, though at the almost 
incredible distance of 2500 miles; its scenery, 
which is truly picturesque ; its exhaustless pos- 
seifflion of- that first-rate material for manu- 
factories, coal ; its original situation as an early 
mflitary post, and remarkable for two defeats 
of the British, more especially that of General' 
Bradock by the French and Indians, in which 
the great Washington first distinguished himself, 
though but a youth and only a militia colonel, 
m covering the retreat of our army ; and lastly^ 
its present importance as being th^ connecting 
link between new and old America ; and though 
it is not at present a " Birmingham,*' as the 
o 4 
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natives bombastically call it, yet it certainly 
contains the seeds of numerous important manu- 
factories. The published accounts of this city 
are so exaggerated and out of all reason, that 
strangers are usually disappointed onVisitiiig.it. 
This, however, was not my case. I have been 
in some measure tutored in American gas- 
conade. When I am told that at a particular 
hotel there is handsome accommodation, 1 . ex- 
pect that they are one remove from vefry bad ;* 
if " elegant entertainment,'* 1 anticipate toler- 
able ; if a person is " a clever man," that he is 
not absolutely a fool ; and if a manufactory is 
the ^^ first in the "world^^^ I expect, and have 
generally found, about six men and three boys 
employed. 



PRICES. 

. Beef and mutton are S^d. to 4|d. per pound ; 
pork, 4id^ to 5d. ;. cheese, 94d. to;i4d. ; butter, 
lOd. to 20d. ; tea, 6s. 9d. to 12s. 4d. ; moist 
sugar, IS^d.; loaf, 20d. to 2s. Id. ; coffee, 20d.; 
pot9.toes, 2s. 3d. to 3s. 44 d. per bUshel ; porter, 
6|d. per quart; fowls, 134,d. each ; ducks, 20d.; 
geese, 2s. 3d. to Ss. 44d. j turkeys, 3s.4id. to 
^5s. 8d. ; flopr, 27s. to 31s. 6d. per barrel of 196 
pounds; coal, 4d. per bushel. Mechanic's 
board, 15s. 9d.to 18s. per week. : 
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' FARMING. 

<^' Agricultural produce finds here a ready and 
an advantageous market. Farming, in this neigh- 
bourhood, is not the most profitable mode of 
employing capital ; but it is here, as in all other 
parts of the Union, an independent mode of 
life. The farmer must labour hard with his 
own hands. The " help" which he pays for will 
be dear, and not of that kind to be relied on, in 
themodeof its execution, as in England. This 
may not proceed from a worse state of character, 
but a difference in condition^ as compared with 
our working class. They are paid about fourteen 
dollars per month, and board. In many instances 
they expect to sit down with the master, to live as 
cWell," and to be upon terms of equality with every 
branch of the family ; and if this should be 
departed from, the scythe and the sickle will be 
Maid down in the midst of harvest. There is 
a class of men throughout the western country 
called "merchants,** who, in the summer and 
autumn months, collect flour, butter, cheese, 
pork, beef, whiskey, and every species of farm- 
ing produce, which they send in flats and keel- 
boats to the New Orleans market. The demand 
created by this trade, added to a large domestic 
consumption, insures the most remote farmer a 
certain market. Some of these speculators have 
'made large fortunes. 

Land in the neighbourhood of Pittsburgh is 
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worth 100 dollars per acre. At a distance of 
from five to twenty miles, tracts of from 1 to 
500 acres, containing meadow, pasturage, arabie^ 
and part covered with wood, have been recently 
sold at from 20 to 50 dollars per acre. Wheat briags 
a dollar a bushel ; Indian corn, ^5 cents a bushels 
A four year old cart horse is worth from 20 to SO 
dollars ; a gig ditto, 50 to 100 ; a saddle ditto, 
20 to 150* ; a farmer's waggon, 100 dollars; 
a family ditto, from 50 to 70 ; cart, 50. An ac- 
quaintance of mine, from Derbyshire, gave yes- 
terday for a cow with a calf by her side, twenty- 
five dollars. Sheep are from one to three dollars ; 
live hogs from 2|d. to 4|d. a pound ; a good 
roasting pig, 4s. 6d. Wool is but little in demand 
since the termination of the war. Mr. ■ ■ , 

of Lexingtpn, has informed me that he pur- 
poses making a shipment of it for Liverpool : 
should this succeed it will open a new source of 
profit to the western farmer. Clean Merino is 
worth here 5s. 8d. to 6s. 9d. pei: pound ; fleece, 
3s. 5d. ; half*bred, 2s. 3d. ; quarter, 21d. A brick 
house, two stories high, containing ten rooms, 
may be built, with good management, in the 

♦ A common mode of selling horses is for the owner to 
gallop through the street, announcing the amount of his last 
bidding. I have witnessed several crying out, " twenty-five 
" dollars,** ** twenty-five dallarsy'' *< twenty^five dallars $* 
and aA:er half an hour's exercise, they have been transferred, 
saddle, bridle« and all, to a new bidder, for twenty-five 
daUkrsy fifty sants. 



country for 4000 doDars (9001.), as the bricks 
can be made upon the land, and the " help*' 
boarded in the house. In towns, a similar build- 
ing will cost 6000 dollars (13501.), exclusive of. 
the ground, which, in particular situations, as of 
all towns that promise well, is dearer than the 
most choice spot in the city of Ix>ndon ! 

COAL. 

In the coal hiDs which I have visited, the 
mineral is found in a horizontal position, lying 
at present above level • It is worked by adits w 
openings into the side of the hills, which draw 
off the water. The stream being boarded over, 
the coal is wheeled out in barrows, and tripped 
from an overhanging stage into one horse wag- 
gons. The waggons are without wheels, and the 
horses, if blind, are preferred, the hills being bo 
steep, that in case of the least start, nothing can 
save them from destruction. Labourers earn in the 
coal excavations 31s. 6d. to 36s. per week. -^ If 
the inhabitants of Pittsburgh are determined to 
call that place after some English town, I should 
propose that, instead of the ** American Birming* 
ham," it be denominated, with relation to the hu- 
mi dity of its climate, * * the American Manchester ;** 
for I remained at this place several days, during 
which time the rain never ceased. The smoke 
is also extreme, giving to the town and its in- 
habitants a very sombre aspect ; but an £n^sh 
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medical gentlemati who has resided here some 
years, informs me that there is not a more healthy 
place in the United States. The diseases' are bi- 
lious remittent fevers ; rheumatic among the 
aged ; a few cases of bronchocde which aflfects 
the theroid gland of females ; and inflammatory 
sore throat in wet weather. Medical aid is easy of 
attainment, though not always of the most va- 
luable kind. There is of doctors, as of lawyers, 
too large a supply, and of course many of them 
very inefficient. A physician here is also a sur- 
geon — prepares his own medicines, and prac- 
tises in every department of the profession ; — 
generally they are neither so well educated, nor 
in such respectable circumstances as our medi- 
cal men. 
6 . - 

TRADES AND MANUFACTORIES. 

(' The manufacturing interest of Pittsburgh is 
that of the United States. Many of the manu- 
factories originated during the late war, and all 
of them ' flourished during its continuance. At 
present they are generally upon the wane. A 
document" was issued from their committee last 
year, setting forth their distress in the strongest 
language — from which it would appear to equal 
that of our manufacturing classes even during 
the worst period of their sufferings. 
- Mr. Ephrim Portland, the prothonotary of 
this town, favoured me with the following list of 



TRADES AND MANUFACTURES. 



205 



manufactories up to last January, published by 
the authority of the committee. Mr. P. is 
a gentleman of information, and to whom I 
am personally indebted for much liberal and 
kind attention. 

MANUFACTORIES in and near the city of Pitts- 
burgh, in the Stat^ of Pensylvania, in the year 181 7- • 



Manufacturers. 



] 



Number 
of Men 
employed. 



1 Augur-maker - 
1 Bellows-maker - ■ 
18 Blacksmiths 
3 Brewers 

3 Brush-makers 

1 .Button-maker 

2 Cotton-spinners and carders 
11 Copper-smiths and tin- 
plate-workers - 

7 Cabinet-makers - - 
.1 Currier - - - 

2 Cutlers - . - - - 

4 Iron-founders - . - . 

3 Gun-smiths, and brldleT*) 

bit-makers - . - . J 
Flint-glass-man ufactm*ers 
Green (window) ditto • - 
Hardware , - - 
Hatters - - - 
Lock-slnith - * - 
Linen - - - 



2 
3 
2 

■7' 
1 
1 

7 
1 
1 

3, 
1 



Nail . 

Paper 

Pattern 

Plape 

Patten 



6 
3 

74 
17 
7 

.6 
36 

100 

43 
4 
6 

87 

14 

82 
92 

17 
49 

■7 
20 

47 
40 
21 

5 



Yearly Amount. 



Dollars. 
3,500 

10,000 

75,100 

_72,000 

8,600 

6,250 

25,518. 

200,000 

40,000 

' 12,000 

2,400 

180,000 

1 3,800 ; 

'110,060 

130,000 

18,000 

44,64b 

12,000 

. 25,000: 

174,71?: 

23,#00 

1,500 

, 57,600 

8,000 
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MANUFACTORIES, &c continued. 





Number 




Manufacturers. 


of Men 


Yewly Amount. 






DoUan. 


1 Rope manufacturer 


8 


15,000 


I Spinning machine - - 


6 


6,000 


I Spanish Brown - 


2 


6,720 


1 Silver- plater 


' 40 


20,000 


2 Steam-engine-makers - 


70 


125,000 


6 Saddlers 


60 


86,000 


5 Silvernsmiths and watch- ' 
menders - 






17 


12,000 


14 Shoe and boot 


109 


120,000 


7 Tanners and curriers 


47 


58,800 1 


4 Tallow-chandlers - 


7 


32,600 


4 Tobacconists 


28 


21,000 


5 Waggon-makers - - 


21 


28,500 


2 Weavers - - . 


9 


14,^62 1 


3 Windsor Chair - 


23 


42,600 


2 Woollen - - - 


30 


17,000 


1 Wire-drawer 


12 


6,ooa 


I White Lead - - 


« 


40,000 



Total number of workmen, 1280. — Ditto, 
1,896,396 Dollars. 



amount. 



Some of the above manufactories may be de- 
nominated first-rate. This remark appiie? par- 
ticularly to the nail, steam-engine (high pres- 
sure) and glass establishments. I was astonished 
to witness such perfection on this side of the 
Atlantic, and especially in that part of America 
which a New Yorker supposes to be at the far- 
ther end of the world. 

At Messrs. Page and Balcewell's glass ware- 
house/ 1 saw chandeliers and numerous articles 
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in cut glass of a very splendid description; 
aiyioQg the latter was a pair of decanters, cut 
from a London pattern, the price of which wiU 
be eight guineas. It is well to bear in mind that 
the demand for these articles of elegant luxury 
lies in the Western States ! the inhabitants of 
Eastern America being still importers from the 
" Old Country/* What interesting themes of 
reflection are offered by such facts to the jAilo- 
sopher as well as to the politician ! Not thirty 
years since the whole right bank of the Ohio 
was termed the " Indian side/* Spots in Te- 
nessee, in Ohio and Kentucky, that within the 
life-time of even young men, witnessed only the 
arrow and the scalping knife, now present to 
the traveller articles of elegance and modes of 
luxury which might rival the displays of London 
and Paris, while, within the last half century, 
the bieasts of the forest, and man more savage 
than the beast, were the only inhabitants of 
the whole of that immense tract peculiarly de- 
nominated the " Western Country j** which is 
now partially inhabited, and promises soon to 
be generally so by man — civilized man, pos- 
sessed of the arts and the pursuits of civilized life. 
It is already the refuge of the oppressed from 
every other nation. May it become the seat of 
enlightenment, of private virtue and public liber- 
ty ; and it may then, but not till then^ expect to 
rank among the greatest^ the most powerful, and 
the most respected <^ the nations of the earth ! 
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The rapid and unexampled progress of this 
country, presents a valuable and an extraor- 
dinary political lesson to the world at large. It 
shows us what a nation may become when the 
principles of its government are cheap and liberal/ 
when its resources are called forth, and its powers 
expanded by the means of a system emanating 
from the people, and not repressed by establish-' 
ments whose only recommendation is their anti-* 
quity, nor compelled to contribute towards the 
support of a system which deprives them of the. 
legitimate reward of their industry, — But' to* 
return to less speculative but more practical 
detail. . ' ' ^ 

The state of trade is at present dull ; but that 
there is a great deal of business done must be 
evident from the quantity of " dry goods " aad 
** grocery stores,** many of the proprietors erf* 
which have stocks as heavy as the niajority'crf' 
London retail dealers. They are literally stui^ 
with goods of English manufacture, consisting 
of articles of the most varied kind, from a man's 
fcoat or lady's gown, down to a whip or an 
oyster knife. Rents^ of course, vary according 
to situation : houses in the best stands for busi- 
ness are from 400 to 800 dollars per annum>; 
others are from 150 to 350 ; — two rooms, or a 
very small house a little way from town, would 
be 80 dollars per annum. : ' ; / 

It is difficult to form a judgment whether 
there is an opening in any of the present ^sta- 
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blished busixtesses. One fact strongly in favour 
of the stability of this town is, that there Jims nQt 
\been a bankruptcy in itjbi' three yenrs ! I ! a sin- 
gular contrast this with New York, in which 
the last published list of insolvents contained 
towards of 400 names. 

Should the establishment of cotton, linen^ 
or woollen manufactories, be thought desirable^ 
the want of madiinists, such as you have in 
England, would be a most material consider* 
ation; Persons with such knowledge, and ca- 
pdi)le of repairing, as well as making every part 
of the machinery, would be necessary ; and also 
the constant personal attendance of the pro- 
prietor, would be indispensable. 
- I should have sanguine hopes of the success 
of an extensive coarse pottery. The freight, 
carri^e, and other expenses attending the import 
of sucll articles from England to Pittsburgh is now 
irom lUO to 300 per cent. Some aie of opinion 
that a idate quarry may be found three miles from 
hence ; if so, and there were capital and skill 
engaged, it would prove a fortune. The trade of 
slating must be united with that of quarrying 
the material. — Houses are now roofed with 
shingles, which are dangerous, and not cheap. 

Establishments might be advantageously made, 
in which the following articles would be of pri- 
jnary importance : coal, casting sands of every 
sort, all kind of clays, every species of plaster 
of* tParis, <rf* lime, of iron, s^nd of ochres, as 



210 GRUMBIJHMk -^ WAGB9. 

they are not difficult of obtaiameiit in Fsfct^- 
burgfa. — Lead is brought from Louisiana, and 
copper from South America. 

Understanding that mechanics in every occu* 
pation met at ** Carey's Porter-house/' I went 
there several times for the purf^se of obtainiog 
information. I found them chiefly English, and 
all discontented widi America. One usiwrk 
tnadeby the leading ^ruin62^, deserves attention. 
It was elicited by the spirit of oj^ositicm* Hid 
friend, a stone-mason, said that there was '' nor 

*« thing in America but d d Yankies and 

<< rogues, and that it was not fit for a dc^ to live 
**. in ;" — ** Aye, aye, Bob ; you forget that yoa 
" were starving in England. Say what you 
:"- will, this, after all, is the poor man^s country — 
" it is the poor man's country, Bob." — r" Ye«f ; 
*< it may be well enough for getting pork alMl 
^* whiskey, and wages, and all that ; hat cmtt 
"** the country; it would be a good couBtry 
** enough if it was free from dirty, cfaeattog 
" Yankies." 

WAGES, &c. 
Taylors earn from 31s. 6d. to 45s. per week, 
are now well employed; carpenter. Sis. 6d» to 
40s. 6^., dull; baker^ 31s. 6d. to 40s* 6d., dull; 
ma^on, 34s. to 45s., brisk ; shoemaker, 318. 6d» 
to 36s., brisk ; blacksmith, 31s. 6d. to 36s., dull ; 
tinman, from 36s. to 45s., dull ; printer, from 
31s. 6d. to 36s., dull} weaver, no employ^ 
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meat; glass-blower, dls. 6d. to 45$., dull; 
gbssrcutter, dlsu 6d« to*67s. 6d., dull; hatter, 
31b. 6d. to 45s.» brisk ; brewer, 36s^ dull ; natl- 
cutter, 31s. 6d. to 86s., brisk. * 

I omitted mentioning that I conceive a brew- 
ery, upon an extensive scale, with adequate ca- 
pital and skill, would succeed extremely well. 
There are at present three in the business in 
Pittsburgh, and none of them sell good beer. 
T!he mode is similar to that pursued by Messrs. 
— *- , in London. The erection, or pur- 
chase of an establishment, in which there should 
be a steam-engine, with a malt-house and other 
buildings, would require a capital of not more 
than from 7 to 1;5,000 pounds. 

Bottled porter is an article in considerable 
demand by the emigrants, nearly all of whom 
take shipping &>r the more western States, at 
this place. The use of malt liquors is increas-: 
iag in all parts of America. Porter in Pittsburgh 
is eight dollars per barrel, and 6 Id. per quart 

THEATRE. ^ 

-The play of «^ Hamlet,*' and the farce of 
^ Turn Out,** were acted the evening after my 
arrival. Upon either I have nothing particular 
to observe. The acting was equal to the au- 
dience, perhaps superior. A son of the cele- 
brated Lewis performed Horatio : he was dead 
drunk, and extremely dirty. Mrs. liutwistlp's, 
p 2 
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acting in the farce, could scarcely have been ex- 
ceeded by that of Mrs. Davison- Between 
the acts, two boys, not 14 years of age, were 
very soldfnnly discussing what the profits of 
the house would be monthly, if that night 
could be taken as an average. From this, they 
took a view of what interest the house paid to 
its owner. Their calculations were made with the 
precision of state financiers, and their conclu- 
sions drawn with the gravity of sagesi After k 
long dispute, whether the interest were 8}^ or- 
8f per cent, they determined that the theatre 
was good property. This occurrence is in per- 
fect accordance with national character. Gain 
is the education — the morals, the politics, the 
teleology, and stands in the stead of the domestic 
comfort of all ages and classes of Americans ; 
it is the centre of their system, from whifch 
they derive both light and heat. 

A few days after the performance of Ham- 
let, Mr. Entwistle, the manager, had for his 
benefit, that irresistibly amusing burlesque, 
" Hamlet Travestie.** His line of acting is a 
broad-farce caricature of that of Liston. He 
personated the modem Danish prince. The ttu- 
dience were solemn, serious, and dull. The af- 
fecting entrance of the deranged Ophelia, who, 
instead of rosemary, rue, &c. had an ample supr 
ply of turnips jarid carrots, did not move a muscle 
of ihexr intelligent Jaces — the ladies, indeed^ 
excepted, who evinced by the frequent use of 
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t^mr pocket handkerchiefs, that their sympathies 
were engaged on the side of the love-sick 
maiden. Some who had seen the origind. 
Hamlet for the first time a few evenings be- 
fore, gave vent to their criticisms when the cur- 
tain felL They thought Mr, Entwistle did not 
look sufficiently grave ; and that, as it was his 
benefit, he acted very dishonourably in shaving 
(cheating) them out of two acts ; for that they 
guessed when Mr. Hutton played that 'ere king's 
mad son, he gave them five acts for their dollar. 

Mr. assured me that on the following 

morning, a respectable lawyer of Pittsburgh 
met him, and said, ** I was at the play last night, 
" Sir, and do not think that Mr. Entwistle acted 
" Hamlet quite so well as Mr. Hutton." 

Upon the whole, I consider Pittsburgh, in 
every point of view, to be a very important 
town ; and have no doubt, although its pro- 
sperity is now at a stand, and property if not 
declining, is not increasing in value, that it will 
gradiLally advance ; and that the time must come 
when it will be an extensive and very populous 
city. The present population is 10,000, made 
up from all nations, and, of course, not free 
from the vices of each : this indeed is but too 
apparent upon a'very short residence. 

A day previous to my departure from Pitts-^ 
burgh, •! called at Carey's Porter-house : Mr. C 
stepped forward, and pointing with his hand toi 
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a young man, 8ttd» << Mr. Watson, Sir.'' For 
some minutes I did not comprehend bis me^n- 
ing* The person to whom he directed my at- 
tention sat in a corner — silent, serious, and 
iiidi£ferent : he was short in stature and m^fm 
in appearance. Guess my surprise when I wi^ 
informed that this Mr. Watson was no other 
than Young Watson; he, concerning whom, 
for some months, our whole country was in 
a general ferment. I felt some curiosity to 
know the history of a person so singularly 
thrust into premature importance. His q>pear- 
ahce greatly disappointed me, not on account 
erf" the poverty of his dress, for that I presume 
results at present from circumstances beyond bis 
controul ; but I had imagined Young Watson to 
be a daring, bold, enthusiastic, indiscreet yotpig 
man. He does not seem, however, possessed o£ 
any one of these qualities : he: is reserved, not 
from constraint, but habit, and habit of a kind 
that more bespeaks an absence of talent than the 
attendant of mind. The ship Venus, in which 
he went passenger, was hauled to off Dover* 
Lavender and another Bow-street officer wei^ton 
board, having certain information that he was 
there. His face was painted ; he had on a far- 
jner*s frock coat, stuflfed ; shoes without heels^ 
looked stouter, shorter, and younger th^ de- 
scribed in the proclamation. He went on deck 
upon knowing that crfScers were looking fbr him* 
When he was standing by their side, Miss Wilson, 



a cabin passeng^r^ fainted. Lavender, ignorant 
of his person, told him to take care of the lady ; — 
examined the trunks of all the passengers, not 
excepting that erf Watson, who continued sup- 
porting Miss Wilson. The officers did not believe 
but that he was on board, their information beii^ 
positive ; they at length whispered to each other 
in his hearing, ** he is not here j" — they de- 
parted ; — the ship got under way ; —-» he con- 
versed with all concerning Young Watson. — 
Upon arriving in America, Mr, Busby, son of 
Dr. Busby, who was a cabin passenger, enquired 
of an Englishman in New York, if young Wat- 
son were in America j being answered in the 
affirmative, he asked by what ship. ** The Ve- 
** nus.*' " No, that is impossible, for I came in 
** the Venus.'* — " He certainly came in the 
" Venus." « Under, what name?** — " Thomas 
^ Pearson.** " Oh, I know the boy Pearson 
** very well, we used to call him the proud 
** farmer.** He has got a situation in a school 
and receives 501. per annum ; is little known 
and less regarded. Americans who have heard 
of him either care nothing about or despise him 
for the political part which he has taken : in 
these few lines you have the particulars of a 
young man who has excited in no small degree 
the public attention. He did not express the 
least gratitude for the extraordinary assistance 
which, I presume, he must have received. I 
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asked myself, durmg bis ^versation, is ^ po^ 
sible that this is an individual, one .of the 4i)rfH 
mpst among those, to guard agj^in§t whoje mighty 
machinations, ministers suspended .the birthr}gbt 
of Englishmen ? But, however, so it was ; md 
in thisi person we have by no means a novel in» 
stancQ of inexperience combined with fanaticism ; 
neither of which qualities would perhaps ever 
have been called into action had it not been for 
the existence of an order of things which de- 
prives a considerable portion of our population 
of the actual necessaries of life. 

STATE OF OHIO. 

Left Pittsburgh for Ohio — the state in which 
every emigrant I saw on the Alleg^nies told me 
he designed settling ; while there the inhabitants 
are on " the move*' for Alabama and Missoum. 
Emigration in this country is always in motion^ 
and for ever changing in the points of its attract 
tion. The usual mode of travelling hence is t» 
float down the river, as being the easiest,, most 
economical, and most expeditious. The land 
route is the most desirable for seeing ;tiie 
country and people. I am now fairly entered 
upon the western country ; a tract whidi 
geographers tell us contains fifteen hundr^ 
thousand square miles, fifty thousand miles dT 
internal navigation, one hundred thousand of 
river coast, with an endless inter8ectia^ of river« 
♦communicating with each other. To the con- 
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templative politician this presents a magnificent 
spectacle ; such an one must feel equally anxious 
that this almost boundless theatre iS»r human 
ex^tion may neither be polluted by political in- 
stitutions, pernicious and destructive in their 
own nature, nor present to the world the mockery 
of the best theoretical principles, which, while 
apparently possessed by the peoj^e, are virtually 
destroyed by an iniquitous perversion of their 
spirit. — ; But leaving general views of politics, I 
pass on to the particulars of the State of Ohio, 
and shall detain you with but little of minute 
description until my arrival at Cincinnati, a 
town which possesses all the featur.es common 
to the principal towns of this State. 

The face of the country is an uninterrupted 
level. Many of those tracts of land which 
would be desirable for our settlement, should 
we turn agriculturalists, are pre-occupied, and 
cannot be bought without an advance which I 
think disproportionate to their actual value. 
The agent at the l^nd-office informs me that 
there are still for sale one million of acres (rf' 
United States' land, at two dollars per acre, or 
one dollar and sixty-four cents for prompt pay- 
ment» In all the States there are government 
reservation lands: these are generally in the 
most choice situations* Some such tracts have 
have been sold in the wild state in Tennessee, 
at the last auction, for the large sum of 38 dol- 
lars per acre ! 
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ToMCS (m wild land are, on fi£8<>rate 3 doU 
larg per hundred acres ; If dollars on second^ 
rate ; 1 dollar on third-iate. There is also^ a 
<rounty-tax of half the above amounts, as the oise 
may be. These taxes of 6s. 9d. to Ids* 6d. on an 
hundred acres are certainly very small, at least 
with our English ideas of taxation and of pro^ 
duce ; yet you would be astcmished to witness^ie 
numerous lots of lands which are sold at auctsc^ 
in all the States on account of fion-pa^mmt of 
taxes. I have seen lists in the newspapers, and at 
the taverns, which could not contain tess in each 
than four hundred names of defatilt^rs, whose 
property was to be transferred to the highest 
bidder. 

I have been offered a lot of six tliousand acres 
on the Little Miami, by Mr. •- , who is lie- 
moving to Alabama : the terms are not pat»fr* 
cularly objectionable. Perhaps this would suit 
. us ; at least if I do not see any tiling more do^ 
sirable further west. 

The section of country bounding on the Ohio 
river, from 25 miles on either side of Cintoin^ 
nati, and extending back about 100 miles di- 
rectly nortii, to the late Indian boundaiy 
line, (which, according to treaty, was extin- 
guished a few days since,) is generally an ex- 
cellent body of land, and is well settled, 
though but small improvements are yet made^ 
except in a few particular places near towns. 

^3 . 
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Tbe land is closdy timbered, except near the 
head waters of the two Miamas, where there is a 
beautiful champaign country. The prairies, or 
natural meadows, are here of considerable ex- 
fcaat. Grazing is the chief occupation of the 
inhabitants. The price crfland varies very much, 
according to situation and the proximity of town- 
idiips. Farms which are called improved can be 
bought at from 8 to ^ ddlars per acre : the 
improvements ofibep ccmsist of the erection of 
rough log buildings, and about from 1@ to SO 
acres under middling cultivation. Buildings are 
included in the price per acre. The next class 
of farms have from 30 to 50 acres under cultiva- 
tion : the proportion of arable and wood is about 
two-thirds, of meadow and pasturage nearly 
equal pix)portions. Any of the land is here ca- 
pable, by culture, of being turned into meadow. 
The Miamas are navigable in the spring and 
aiitumn% Limestone abounds ; coal and iron 
have not yet been discovered, except in the 
eastern part of the State. Wheat sells now in 
the Chillicothe and Cincinnati markets for .9s. 
4id* per bushel; rye, 2s. Sjd. ; Indian com, 
S8.3d. 

There are large prairies in Ross county, oo 
the north lM*anch of Paint Creek, *near Chilli- 
codie i these prairies are from Gve to eight miles 
square : in them there is not a shrub to be seen. 
They produce a grass growkig thick, and about 
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four .feet high, which mukes excellent fi3dder : it 
is similar to Massachusetts upland grass, and is 
there called English hay. These prairies are 
filled with herds of cattle fattening for the Balti- 
more and Philadelphia markets, which are sold 
in this State, on the hoof, for about 3 dollars per 
hundred weight. The chief expense of pastur- 
age consists in a man's wages to look after the 
herds, twice a week, giving them salt, &c. 

The principal towns are situated on the banks 
(rf the river. There are no canals, and indeed 
not much occasion for them, tlie whole State 
abounding with rivers and creeks, which empty 
themselves into the Ohio river : produce is con- 
veyed with little expense by this means, during 
the freshets, or rise of the waters. 

The trees produced by the best class of land 
are honey-locust, black walnut, and beech ; — 
by second quality, sugar-tree, sicamore or butter- . 
wood, and white- wood, used for building and 
joiners' work; — the third quality produces 
oak. Throughout this State there is but little 
under or brush wood, caused, I presume, by the 
height and spreading tops of the ti;ees, which 
prevent the sun penetrating to the ground, and 
nourishing inferior articles of vegetation. Wood 
for firing is sold in the towns at from 1| to S 
dollars per cord (equal in consumption to half 
a chaldron of coals). 

The yearly wages, I am informed, of a labour- 
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iiig man is from 581. 10s., to 651. : of a woman, 
Sll. 10s. 

- Witk regard to the seasons, they are said to 
have severe winters of from three to four 
months, with a keen dry air, and cloudless sky ; 
during summer excessive heat, (thermometer in 
the shade, 80 to 96,) with heavy dews at night ; 
springs, cold and heavy rains ; autumns, fine, 
followed by " Indian summer^*' which is truly 
delightful. This I have experienced, and can say 
that until now I never knew what really fine 
weather was. Along the route I have travelled, 
in this State, there is scarcely an elevation which 
can be called a hill, with exception of slight 
bluffi on the margin of rivers. The dreary 
monotony of limited views of such endless 
uniformity produces sensations of the most 
depressing melancholy. The atmosphere, after a 
hot day, causes head-aches, which frequently 
terminate in an intermittent fever. A man's 
being sick^ (the term applied to every species of 
illness,) is as common in this country, as being in 
distr'ess is in England. In regard to healthiness 
9f situation, there is considerable variety, as the 
appearance of the inhaj;)itants will in som^ mea- 
sure indicate j though as a general character- 
istic, I would say, there is a want, of sound 
regular health, at least if our Ei^lish ideas of 
ruddy cheeks are to be taken as a criterion. 
The people are of a tall, vatdttf aspect, and seem. 
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even during their most active occi]{mtions, to be 
tiie victims of fever and ague. 

Of the existence of minerals, and to what ex- 
tent and variety, at present but little is known. 
Judging from the beds of the rivers, and quaUtj 
of the water, I should presume that coal must 
be abundant. Salt is found in several situations, 
particularly on the Kenhaway. The common 
order of the strata is — first, sandstone, then lime- 
stone, argillaceous schist, and coal. The wild 
animals are neither numerous, nor troublesome ; 
though the wolf and the squirrel are still de- 
{»redators : but the sport aflforded in capturing 
them, and the addition which the flesh of the 
latter makes to the family stock of provisions, 
compensate for their lawless invasions of the 
rights of property. 

Land is sometimes partially cleared, by what is 
^ rather ludicrously termed a j^o/ic. A man having 
purchased a quarter, or half section, for the pur- 
pose of settUng down, his neighbours assemble 
upon an appointed day : one cuts the trees j a 
second lops them } a third drags them to the 
spot upon which a log mansion is to be erected ; 
others cross the logs, roof the habitation, and ni 
three days the emigrant Ijas a " house over hid 
^ « head :" — thus ends the American j^ofir. Tlie 
"^ raising of food is the next point with the new 
settler : in this he must rely upon his own re- 
sources. If he be strong^handedj (has property,) 
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h^ has the trees felled, about one foot from the 
earth, dragged into heaps, and made into an 
immense bonfire. Should he be weak-handed^ 
(poor,) he is compelled to be content with what 
is termed girdling ; which consists in cutting the 
bark, tliereby, of course, killing the trees } and 
liQ afterwards clears away the underwood, which 
is seldom considerable. These preliminary op^i- 
ations being effected, according to either mode, 
grain js sown, and the produce reaped with a 
ftuitfulnqss of production, and a dexterity truly 
extraordinary, considering that th^e oper* 
ations. are carried on amidst stymps, (which de- 
Q9iy in from eight to twelve years,) stones, and 
surrounded by eutire trees. The beauty of an 
Indian corn crop cannot be exceeded. When 
cut and carried home, the neighbours assemble 
to as^st in huddng; this is called a kusJdng 
^oUc. In some parts of the country the term 
frolic admits of a different application ; — the re- 
ligious females present their minister with a 
viafi^ty of gifts, each according to their taste 
9r means : some send a coat, others a hat,, 
^d some a goose. They are invited to the 
preacher's hpuse, to partake of a supper, as a 
returti for their liberality : this is termed a knit^ 
tmgfrQlk. Very littfe agricultural labour is 
performed by women. The slender mean^ of 
many settlers, not enabling them to purchase 
British goods at t|^e high price at which thay 
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are sold, the females are therefore chiefly em- 
ployed in making articles of domestic clothing. 
The interior population may perhaps be 
divided into three classes : Firsts the squatter, 
or man who " sets himself down,^* upon land 
which is not his own, and for which he pays 
nothing ; cultivates a sufficient extent to supply 
himself and family with the necessaries of life ; 
remains until he is dissatisfied with his choice ; — 
has realized a sufficiency to become a land- 
owner; — or is expelled by the real proprietor. 
Secondj the small farmer who has recently emi- 
grated, had barely sufficient to pay the first in- 
stalment for his 80 or l60 acres of two dollar 
land ; cultivates, or what he calls improves^ ten 
to thirty acres ; raises a sufficient " feed" for 
his family; has the females of it employed in 
making or patching the wretched clothing of the 
whole domestic circle ; is in a condition which, 
if compelled hy legislative acts^ or by external force 
to endure^ would be considered truly wretched ; 
but from being his own master, having made his 
own choice, from the having " no one to make 
" him afraid," joined with the consciousriei^ 
that, though slowly, he is regularly advancii^ 
\ towards wealth ; the breath of complaint is sel- 
dom heard to escape from his lips. Thirds the 
wealthy or " strong-handed^* farmer, who owns 
from five to twelve hundred acres, has one-fourth 
to one-third under cultivation, of a kind much 
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superior to the former ; raises live stock for the 
home, and Atlantic-city markets ; sends beef, 
pork, cheese, lard, and butter to New Orleans j 
is perhaps a legislator, at any rate a squire 
(magistrate) j is always a man of plain business-^ 
like seme^ though not in possession, nor desirous 
of a very cultivated intellect; understands his 
own interest, and that of his country \ lives in 
sufficient affluence, and is possessed oicornforty ac- 
cording to the American acceptation of the term, 
but to which we " old country*^ folks must feel 
inclined to take an exception : but, in conclusion, 
and a most important conclusion it is, the ma* 
jprity of this class of inen were, ten or fifteen 
years ago, inhabitants of the eastern States, and 
not worth, upon their arrival in Ohio, twenty 
dollars. 

Well-prepared land in this 3tate produces, per 
acre, SO bushels of wheat ; 50 to 75, of Indian 
corn ; 50 to 75, of rye. Horses are worth from 
40 to 1.00 dollars (91- to .221. 10s.). Cows, (four 
years old,) 12 to 20 dollars (54s. to 90s.). 

The management of farms is full a century 
behind that of England, there being here a 
want of improved machinery for the promotion 
of economy in time and labour, and no regular 
attention to the condition of b've stock, while the 
mode of culture in general appears sloveiily and 
uijsyst^matic. Cows are milked sometimes twice, , 
soinetioies once a dayj at others four times £^ 
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week. Barns are erections which you would not 
know by that name, and which must materially 
deteriorate the annual receipts ; — upon the 
whole, Bowles's rude but delightful picture of 
** The Farm Yard'* would be as unintelligible to 
an Ohian, as it is to the Cockney, whose ideas 
of a country life are limited to a Sunday's ex- 
cursion to Chalk-farm and Highbury-bam. 

CINCINNATI. 

My arrival in the interesting to\m of Cincin- 
nati was at 10 o'clock at night. I put up at 
the Cincinnati hotel, on the banks of the Ohio. 
When I had remained here half an^ hour, the 
bar-keeper informed me that all their beds were 
engaged* This, at so late a period in the evening, 
and with the rain pouring in torrents, was not the 
most agreeable reception, particularly as I had 
not rested upon a bed for the fourprevious nights. 
A gentleman whom I had seen when in PeHUsyl- 
vania endeavoured to procure me a share in that 
of his friend, his own being already ^ouhly en- 
gaged. The negotiation failing, I applied to 
the bar-keeper to be allowed to remain in the 
house, though without a bed. To this he 
assented, and placing some chairs against the 
wall, with saddle-bags for my pillow, I enjoyed 
a comfortable night's rest. 

Many persons in this State have coloured 
people, which they call th^ir property. The 
mode in which tliey eflfect this perpetuation of 



SLAVES* — PRICES. 227 

slavery, in violation of the spirit of the Ohio 
constitution, is to purchase bkcks, and hstv^ 
them apprenticed to them. Some are so base aS 
to tafce these negroes down the river at the ap- 
proach of the expiration of their apprenticeship, 
und sell them at Natchez^ Jbr life J 

Yet the first article of the Ohio constitution 
is, " All men are born equally free and inde- 
pendent** 

PRICES. 

I visited the public market before the sun 
had appeared above the horizon. The whole' 
town presented a scene of life and activity. 
The market Aouse is an excellent building, and* 
under judicious regulations j but the supply on 
this occasion was neither various nor profuse. 
Beef and mutton are from 2d. to Sjd. per 
pdund ; veal> 4d. ; pork, 2id. to 4Jd. ; potatoes, 
2s. 3d. a bushel; flour, 27s. a barrel of 196 
pounds } fowls, lOd. each ; geese, 2s. Sd. each • 
turkeys, Ss. 4|d. to 4s. 6d. ; moist sugar, 13d. a 
pound ; loaf ditto, 20d. ; porter, 27s. to 31s. 6d. 
per barrel of 32 gallons, Q\&. per quart ;, cider, 
lis. 3d. per barrel; gin, 5s. 74d. per gallon; 
wWskey, 2s. 8d. ; brandy, 13s. 6d. to 18s. ; rum, 
1 Is. 3d. ; shoes, 13s. 6d. to 15s. 9d. per pair ; 
WeHington boots, 36s. to 40s. 6d. ; Hessian ditto, 
4i99* fid. to d4s. ; superfine blue cloth, 21. 18s. 6d. 
to Si. 7s- 6d. per yard ; making a coat, .27s. ; hats, 
of American manufacture, 31s. 6d. to 45s.; rent 
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of two small rooms, 181. per annum ; ditto, ot\ 
a small house in a third or fourth rate situation, 
from SSL 15s. to 67I. 10s. The general average of 
houses, in good business situations, is from 90L 
to IS7I. 10s. per annum: taxes trifling, indeed 
I could not ascertain their amount ; a good evi^ 
dence that they cannot be oppressive. Women 
servants are paid 20s. Sd. to 29s. 3d. per month; 
men ditto, 63s. to 72s. Mechanic's board and 
lodging per week, ISs. 6d. ; respectable ditto, 
18s. to 22s. 6d. ; ditto at the best inns, 47s. 3d. 
These charges are enormously disproportionate 
to the rate of provisions j although large rents, 
— dear clothing, and high price of labour, are 
items of no small importan^ce in the hotel and 
boarding-house keepers' calculations, and for 
-which allowances should fairly be made. The 
wages of mechanics, in all trades suited to the 
present condition of the country, vary from 36s. 
to 40s. 6d. per week. Tailors, shoemakers, 
carpenters, blacksmiths, masons, and sadlers are 
good trades, and at present are in full employ •. 
these I would distinguish by denominating first- 
rate ; tinmen, bakers, and hatters, second-rate ; 
printers, third-rate j for the weaver there is no 
employment. A watchmaker, as such, could 
not obtain a subsistence, watches not being ma- 
nufactured in America; such a mechanic pos- 
sibly could get a living by mending watches, and 
attending to every department of silversmiths' 
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Is said to be 10,000; though Mr. WilHama, 
editor of " The Western Spy," told me that he 
considers it does not exceed eight, including 
blacks, who are rather numerous. The town 
is built upon the model of Philadelphia ; • and 
should it ever become as large, which I think 
not improbable, its whole appearance will be 
inore pleasing. There are five churches be^ 
longing to methodists, episcopalians, presby* 
terians, quakers, and baptists : two others, large 
in size, and handsome in appearance, are now 
erecting. 

i:DUCATION. 

The School-house, when the whole plaii ii 
conapleted, will be a fine and extensive structure. 
In the first apartment, on the ground-floor, 
the Lancasterian plan is already in successful 
operation : I counted 150 scholars, among whom 
were children of the most respectable persons 
in the town j or, to use an American phrase, 
" of the first standing.'' This school-house 
is, like most establishments in this country — 
a joint stock concern. The terms for educa- 
tion, in the Lancasterian department, are, to 
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fe-holders, lis. 3d. per quarter; others 
Ips* 6d. There are in the s^me building three 
ig^^ ^^^' jl t^|?fffitnTetTfe^(Dot Lancasterian) ; two for 
•->:s3^^idiwft*|iction in liistoryi^^ography, and the clas- 
- %\c< \ and the snperi&r department for teaching 
languages. Males and females are tauglit in the^ 
s^me rooms, but sit pn opposite sides. The 
terms for the historical, &c. department are — 
to share-holders, 22s. 6d. per quarter ; others, 
27s. •.; there were present 2X males and 19 fe- 
male$. In the dep^rtmeot of languages, the 
chayg? is — to share-holders* 368. per quarter; 
others, 45s- Tqachei'6 are p^id a yearly salary 
by the company : these ipen are, I believe, 
New Englanders, as are the schoolmasters in the 
western country generally. , . 

I also visited a poor half-starved, civU school*^ 
master : he has two miserable rooms, for which 
he pays 22s. 6d. .per month : the number of 
scholars, botli male and iemale, is 2^ : the 
^terms for all branches 13s. 6d. per quarter': he 
complains of great difficulty in getting pai^;; 
and also of the untameabk insubordination of his 
scholars. The superiptendant of the L^ncaa- 
;terian school inform^ me, that they cogld not 
attempt to put in practice the greater part <pf 
the; punishments as directed by th? foundi^r of 
thatsysteip* , 
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NEWSPAPERS. 

This town produces two newspapers^^. ^fThe - 
*^ Western Spy,** and "-Liberty Hall/' The' 
impression of each is said to be 1200 per week. 
As the terms upon which they are sold are an 
index to the want of capital, though not of pro- 
perty, in this country^ I extract the following 
statements verbatim from the XlVth volume of 
« Liberty HalJ/* Nov. 10. 1817- 

" The |)rjice of this paper is three dollars snA 
" ,fifty cents for 5% numbers ; but which may 
" be discharged by the payment of three dollars 
" mthin the year, or two dollars and fifty cents 

" ia ADVANCE. 

" Subscribers must pay the postage of their 
" papers. 

" Payments in advance being to the mutual in* 
** terest of both partie.% that mode is solicited. 

" A failure to notify a discontinuance at the 
" expiration of the time subscribed for, will be 
" considered a new engagement. 

" When subscribers wish to discontinue, all 
" arrearages must first be paid. 

" Letters to the Editors must be post-paTOt 

** Terms of advertising : 12 lines, or less, 
" for three insertions, one dollar : each conti- 
«< miance 25 cents. 

<< Longer advertisements in the same pro- 
•^ portion. 

Q 4 
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«^ When a customer's advertising slmounts, id 
" the, course of a year, to $12 and not exceed- 
" ing S25, a deduction of 20 per cent, will be 
^* made ; and 25 per cent, on all sums above 
« S25.*' 

Terms Jrcm the " White Water Gazette.'* 
« Wheat, Rye, Corn, Oats, Whiskey, Pork, 
" Bacon, Sugar, Linen, Flax, Feathers, Wool, 
« Beeswax, Tallow, Candles, Furs, Rags, or 
** CASH (notes)f at market prices, and deliv- 
" ered at such places as may be agreed upon, 
" will be taken in payment for subscriptionar'* 

The type and general execution of the aboye- 
named papers are superior to those of Phila- 
delphia; but, in common with all American 
newspapers, they are extremely uninteresting, 
relying almost entirely for matter upon adver- 
tisements and English Hews, the latter being 
always made their leading article. From the 
paper mentioned above (" Liberty Hall*^), and 
of the same date, I take the following, which 
is a fair sample of the general contents of every 
news publication in the United States: — 

LATEST FROM ENGLAND. 

Neu) York, Oct. !32. 

" By the schooner Weymouth, Benedict, in 
*^ 33 days from Liverpool, the edkors of the 
" Mercantile Advertiser leceived, at a late hour 
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^* last evening, the papers of that place to the 
" 17th, London to the 15th ; and by the Maria 
" Theresa, from Havre, French papers to the 
^* 13th ultimo, all inclusive. They contain no 
** news of moment. 

", Accounts from Ireland state, that the 
" typhus fever had begun to subside, 
" " The Prince Regent was landed at Brighton 
** on the 13th, having been at sea four days 
" and three nights, during which time he visited 
" the coast of France. . 

•* Mrs. Cobbett, with her two sons and three 
** daughters, sailed from Liverpool on the l6th, 
" in the Aurora, for New York. 

" The papers speak of the universal revival 
<* of trade in all parts of the kingdom, and partis 
<* ciilarly; of the rise of cotton and linen goods. 
. ** Paris papers to the 13th contain nothing of 
" interest. Desbands and Chayoux, who plotted 
<< the assassination of Monsieur and son, had 
" been shot in the plain of Grenoble. 

" Lord Wellington had been non-suited in 
" his prosecution of the printer of the Ghent 
" Journal, and adjudged to payjhe costs. It 
*^ is said the duke bad appealed from this de- 
** qision.** 

TRADE AND MANUFACTURES. 

The woollen manufactory, the steam grist 
mHB, and a glass*house, are on a tolerably large 



scale : the two former are s^id not to pay the 
proprietors. In the main street, English gopds 
aboimd in as great profusion as in Cheapside. A 
first-rate shop sells every thing ; keeps a stock 
of from 20 to 30,000 dollars ; annual rejtwirn^ may 
be 50»000 dollars, upon half of which they give 
from 6 to 18 months' credit. Some of th^ir goods 
they import direct from Eqgland, but mor§ com- 
monly purchase at Philadelphia ; th^ir journey 
for which purpose, to and from that city, occu« 
pies them three months : goods average 50 dayg 
in arriving. A house at Pittsburgh advances 
money in payment of carriage, and attends to 
the receipt of the goods by waggon and their 
shipment by boats, for which the dealer here 
pays 5 per cent, commission. The credit \rhich 
th^y receive at Philadelphia is from six to seven 
months, but they, can seldom pay at the speci- 
fied time, and are then charged 7 p^r cent, 
interest. Shopkeeping has been very pr^fitable^ 
but it certainly is now very rauich over-done: 
all compI2^in that tra^e is extremely d]x\L I re- 
mark what appears to me an universal and most 
important error in all the stores^ too large a 
stock : by this means trjjdesmen, in ev^y <cpun>- 
try, are exposed to lose as much as by bad 
debts. I find much difficulty in deciding whe- 
ther any manufactures in which our Yorkshire 
aud Leicestershire friends could engage would 
be successful : English ascendancy is so ^ongly 
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establbhed, that America must be tributary for 
many ye^rs to our country. Some of the best- 
informed inhabitants are pf opinion that cotton, 
WQoWetij linen, and stocking-making would suc- 
caed» if large cajrital, with competent and varied 
«kiM, w^^ employed ; but in th^se opinions I 
place littlQ confidence* 

The imports are -r— nearly every description 
of ^n^lish goods, and some French apd India ; 
these are repeived via New Orleans, Baltimore, 
pr Philadelphia; chiefly the two latter cities4 
The e3q)ort$ are flour, be^f, pork, and butter. 
The town contains two chs^tered b^nks and one 
unchartered, all in respectable credit ; a branch 
of "the United States Bank"' is also just esta-» 
billed there ; the paper money system has gone 
beyond all. bounds throughout the western count 
try. Specie of the smallest amount is rarely to be 
siceo, and the little- which does exist is, chiefly cv^ 
3panish dollars^ which are divided into hits of 
50, S5, and 124^ cents. Notes of 3id., G^d., ISd^ 
and ^ 2d. are very common ; indeed they con)- 
§tit«te the chief part of the circulating we- 
di^in. I purchased Cincinnati notes in Pitts^ 
burgh at 5 per cent, discount, and LoiiisviUe 
not^ lat 74- This does not proceed from want of 
^'aith in thp^e banks, nor are the latter esteemed 
lesa safe than the fonner : the increase of dis^- 
coupit arises friom Louigviile being 150 mites 
farther distant. The same principle s^lies to 
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every other town, and operates *oite versa upon 
Pittsburgh. The paper of banks which are not 
chartered, or which are deficient in reputation, 
can be bought, at similar distances from the place 
of its first circulation, at from 10 to 40 per cent, 
discount : had I sufficiently understood this trade 
when I landed in America, I think I could have 
nearly paid my expenses by merely buying in 
one town the notes of that to which I was 
going. There is no diflSculty in obtaining th^m, 
as there is always a stock on hand at the Sfhavers 
(brokers) and lottery offices. Had I brought 
pidtoreens (lOd. pieces) from Philadelphia, I 
should have made 25 per cent, by them: they 
pass here, in cousequence of the want (rf specie, 
for thirteen penc^. Before I leav^ Cincinn«i> 
let me say, that I think it a very handsome 
town ; a town^ in fact, that must astonish every 
traveller when he recollects how recently it 
has been established* Mr. Piatt is building a 
house here which would not disgrace the very 
first London squares. The number of moderate- 
sized, well-built brick buildings is considerable ; 
the three markets are excellent establishments ; 
the churches are neat aikl elegant; the post- 
office would bear a comparison in its arrai^- 
ment and management with that of London ; 
some of the streets are paved, others are now 
paxdng ; ground for buildmg in tJie town ^ is 
enormously dear ; Mr. Piatt (banker and ffler* 
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chant) informs me that one particular spot, 
which cost- when he first settled here (18 years 
ago) 30 dollars, is now worth 20,000. 

The liext consideration is, does this town 
dft^ substantial inducement to settlers ? I think 
hot.; it has advanced rapidly, but it cannot 
continue to do so ; the future progress is certain, 
but it must be gradual. Property is as high 
here as in Philadelphia, and all occupations are 
filled. On the road, every enwgrant tells you he 
is going to Ohio ; when you arrive in Ohio, its 
inhabitants are " moving*' to Missouri and Ala^ 
b^ma ; thus it is that the point for final settle- 
ment is for ever receding as you advance, and 
thus it will hereafter proceed and only be ter- 
minated by that effectual barrier — the P^ifio 
Ocean. 

KENTUCKY. 

Being in the neighbourhood of Kentucky, I 
felt anxious to see a State that forms so very im- 
portant a part of the ** Western Country ;'* and 
although I knew it was a slave State, yet having 
seen so much oi practical slewery in those States 
denominated ^ee, I did not anticipate that one 
in which this deplorable order of things is 
' legalized, could be really worse. In addition to 
this, I had received an impression that the ge- 
nuine Kentuckian had many excellent traits of 
diaracter. Mr. Mellish says that ** they resemble 
" the. Irish; are fk'ahk, affiible, polite, andhos- 
" pitable in a high degree j they are quick in 



988 SOCIALITY. •— LAND . 

<' their temper, sudden in their resentment, and 
" wariiri in all their affections/* A variation <tf 
character was evident in a trifling occurrence at 
the first tavern at which I put up 2 six gentle- 
men were seated at the dining-^rooiti Are dmik^ 
ing wine and engaged in varied and ratiooal 
conversation; this was an instance of sociality 
which, common as it may appear to you, / had 
not mtnessed in my previous western travels. 

I proceeded into the interior with thi intent 
tion of seeing Lexington and tkew proceeding 
to Louisville, but found the roads so excessively 
bad, winter mpidly approiadhing, and my objects 
not half effected, that I relinquished that design. 
This at the time was a source of regret, as I had 
imagined Lexington from its high reputation to 
be a Paris in miniature. 

A gentleman, who is a resident of Lexington, 
bad the politeness to forward me the foUowing 
particulars of the prices of lands in its vidnity. 

' LANDS, &c. 

Lands depend on a variety of circumstances, 
such as the distance from the town, the conve- 
nience of ihij^ing produce, the contiguity erf 
the same to some pc^ulous town, the quality of 
the land, its water privileges, and the perma- 
nency of such streams. A general estimation 
maybe made as frflows : — Those wdthin five 
miles are from twenty to forty dollara per aere j 
five to ten miles, ten to twenty doUara ; t^ to 
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fifteen miles, from five to fifteen ddilars* This 
statement supposes no improvements to have been 
made on the land. Such land is computed to 
produce from fifty to seventy-five bushels of 
Indian com per. acre, and very frequently one 
hunid^ed • bushels when well tilled. As wheat 
Inquires land not so rich, its produce is less, 
being fVoifi twenty to thirty bushels per acre; 
thirty to forty of oats ; twenty to thirty of rye ; 
one thousand to fifteen hundred poundis of to- 
bacco, and about the same quantity of hemp, 
may be taken as fair averages, although fre- 
quently a much greater quantity is produced. 
*' The price of good field negroes is now about 
** eight hundred dollars. The annual expense of 
** such hands may be estimated at from seventy- 
** five to one hundred dollai-s ; ditto for clothing, 
** at from twelve to fifteen more ; — say together, 
*« eighty-seven to one hundred and fifteen, or an 
" average of one hundred dollars per annum. 
** Their provisions differ but little from hired 
^« white servants.'* In genera.1, farmers command 
a ready <5ash sale for their produce. The old cus- 
tom of carrying it to the New Orleans market is 
nearly superseded by the creation of a new order 
of tradesmen, who are a medium between the 
W€!stern farmer and the Orleans merchant. 

The state of education is improving. The 
termi^ are various: the best is 451. per annum, 
indUding board. Sehooltoasters of talent and 
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respectability are in demand in Kentucky. Inn 
stances eis:ist of their realizing from seven hun- 
dred to fourteen hundred dollars per annum. 
Rents may be said to be high in Lexington : 
there are so few persons really poor, that all 
houses command great prices. Even buildings 
of mean appearance let for from fifty to five 
hundred dollars per annum ; and stores and 
shops for double these amounts. 

The trees of this State are various, and some 
which I liave seen are of a very enormous size. 
The black oak and honey locust denote the 
richest lands : they grow thirty feet in height. 
The whitje and yellow poplar, and cucumber 
tree, measure in circumference twenty feet. 
The general character of the soil is chalk, 
covered with a stratum of vegetable earth from 
eight to twelve feet in depth. A want of wat^r 
in the summer season is much felt, except in the 
vicinity of great rivers and their prindpal 
dependent streams. Indian corn is raised here 
in vast abundance, and almost without labour. 
Stock of various kinds is raised for the New 
Orleans, southern, and Atlantic markets. Thirty 
thousand hogsheads of tobacco were shipped 
from this State last season, and eighty thousand 
barrels of flour j the price of which latter ex- 
periences great fluctuation, varying from four to 
eight dollars per barrel : at present it is six to 
seven. Pork is well fed, Siiid of e^e^ie^t qfdSiy 
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tity : ll^ pifeMQfe price ts threie to fo\ir doUiyrs per 
GWti fi^^ ^ also! of good qdaiiiky, arid the stock 
bM i*Meiv^ cohsidei^ble attenti^ by the mix>- 
tiui^.of' Ettglish breeds. WhiAkey is an exteosive 
article of mantifaGiufe: the export of' last sea- 
soil was one million of gallons.- Cordage, 
yarn, and bagging, have been importatit busi- 
nesses 5 but European- competitiofi has^ materi- 
ally decreased their consumption. The following 
statement of exports for the last season may be 
coqside^d correct. Such a statement is useful, 
as aiding u»^to form an estimate of the produc- 
tions and wealth' of Kentucky. 

Dollafs. 

Flour and Wheat - - amount of 1,000,000 

Pork, Bacon, and Lard - - 350,000 

Whiskey - - - - 500,000 

Tobacco - - - 1,900,000 

Wool and fabrics of Wool and Cotton 100,000 

» Cordage, Hemp, and fabrics of Hemp 500,000 

Cattle -> - - - 200,000 

Horses afad Mules - - 100,000 

Salt-piptre ai¥i Gpn-powder - - 60,000 

White and Red JLead - - 45,000 

Soap and Candles ... 27,000 

4,782,000 



Being at Middktowt^ ta my w^y to Louis- 
viUe^ I met witij Mr. ■ ■• ^ ■' ' ■ aad Mr. — -rr— j 
4rf. Liverpool, tcgetber with Dr. 




CoLB-t^»-4r^ wh© .were goiftg to JJew 
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leans. They bad been two days and nearly two 
nights coming in 4;he stage from Lexington, a 
di^nce of about iifty miles. We bH went to 
** Lawes' Hotel/' the following charges and rules 
of which are posted up in the public-roonu 





Dollars. CeiAs. 


Board for Horse, per year - 


- 120 


Ditto, per week 


3 


Ditto, per night 


- Oi 


Ditto, single feed - 


18| 


Dinner for Man 


. 37i 


Supper • . - 


25 


Bed . 


- 12f 


Breakfast - 


25 


Board, per year - 


120 


Ditto, per week 


3 


Ditto, per day 


1 



Rides to be observed by aU Gentlemen who choose to board 
at Laix>es^ Hotels Middletown, Kentmh/^ 

1st, All Gentlemen to give in their names to the Elar- 
keeper. 

2d. No Gentleman shall enter the Dining-room un- 
til the second bell rings. 

3d. No Gambling allowed in the Bed-rooms. 

4th. The doors closed at ten o'Clock, except on the 
night of public amusement. 

5. No Gentleman shall take the Saddle, Bridle, or 
Harness of another (gentleman without his consent. 

TREATMENT OF NEGROES. 

A few minutes before dinner, my attention 
was excited by the piteous cries of a hunum 
voice, accompanied with the loud crackii^ 
of a whip. Following the sound, I found 
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that it issued from a log barn, the door of 
which was fastened. Peking through the logs, 
I perceived the bar-keeper, together with a 
stout man, more than six feet high, who was 
called Colonel ■ , and a negTO-boy about 

14 years of age, stript naked, receiving the 
lashes of these monsters, who relieved each 
other in the use of a horse-whip : the poor boy 
fell down upon his knees several times, begging 
and praying that they would not kill him, and 
that he would do any thing they liked : this pro- 
duced no cessation in their ea^ercise. At length 
Mr. Lawes arrived, told the valiant Colonel and 
his humane employer, the bar-keeper, to desist, 
and that the boy's refusal to cut wood was in 
obedience to his (Mr. L.*s) directions. Colonel 

said, that " he did not know what the nig- 

" gar had done^ but that the bar-keeper requested 
" his assistance to whip Caesar; of course he 
** lent him a hand, being no more than he should 
" expect Mr. Lawes to do for him under 
" similar circumstances.'* At table Mr. Lawes 
said, " that he had not been so vexed for seven 
**^ years.** "This expression gave me pleasure, 
and also afforded me, as I thought, an opportu- 
nity to reprobate the general system of slavery ; 
but not one voice joined with mine ; each gave 
vent in the following language to the super- 
abundant quantity of the milk of human kindness, 
witih which their breasts were overflowing :— 

R 2 
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^< I guesB he deserved all be gobJ* 

<< It would bave been of small aecottOft if the 
*< niggur had been whipt to death/' 

♦* I always serve my b d rdggars that way; 
*^ there is oc^ing else so good ibr them*'' 

It a{^ared that thk boy was the prc^er^ of 
a r^ular slave-dealer, who was then abseat at 
Natchez with a cargo* Mr. Lawes' kmnamty fHi 
lamentably in my estimation when he stated, 
•« that whipping mggars^ if they were his own» 
<< was perfectly right, and they always deserved 
*< it ; but wfaatmade him mad was, that tim^ boy 
<< was letlt under his care by a fnend, and he 
'< did not like to have a , friend's ja^operty in- 
« jured/' 

There is in this instance of the treatment (^ 
a negro, nothing that in this State is at all An- 
gular ; and much as I condemned New York, 
Pennsyl^^mia, and OSiio, when in those sectioi^ I 
must now give them the character of enhghtened 
humanity, compared with this State^ in which 
such conduct as that I have described is to- 
berated and sq>proved, and where such pulj^ 
notices as the following, extracted from a news- 
paper, are of every day occurrence :— 

« 20 DOLLARS REWARD. 

^ <« RAN AWAY on tbe 27th instant, a NEGRO 

** MAN named JACK, about 5 feet 6 or 7 inches high, 

** very stout made, of a dark complexion, and has sere- 

<< ral of his fore teeth rotten or out, - aboul 25 y<iar» ot 
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<< age. He wa« brooi^l from Lmngtott, Kentackjr,. 
<< by Messrs J«cofay mnd Stone, n^<) tradef*s^ where i 
*« think it is likely he will try to get to. The above re- 
^< ward will be paid on his being apprehended and 
^ lodged in anjr jail, so that t may get him, together 
^ with all reasonable expenses, if hrouj^t to the 
«< sah6crib«r. . Bi^ii. loiMum." 

Is it possible to read and to hear of thes^ 
things, without 6xdaiming, in the ihd^ant 
language of the poet, who, after descriKng th^ 
miseries of war, ^dds, • 

<^ Thus man devotes his brother, and destroys; 

^^ And worse than alU and most to be deplored, 

** As human nature^s broadest, foulest blot, 

«< Chains him, and tadkn him,, -and taaitk hfe sweat 

« With stripeF^ that Merqy, wiUi a bie^Qg h^tct^ 

^ Weeps when she sees inflicted on a beast. 

<^ Then what is man ? Jind tehat man seeing this, 

" jind having humanjeelings, does not blush 

" ^nd hang his head to thifik hiiAself a man >^ 

JLOUISyiUUE^ 

Louimlfe, at the iUla oi the Ohio, ig daily 
becoming a, .ippst important town, being tha 
coQilecting link between New Orleans and tha 
whole western country. It nmst soon take the 
lead of Lexington in extent of population^ a$ 
it has already done in the rapid rise of town 
property, the increase of which during the last 
fpur y^ars is said ^ to have been two hundred 
per cen£» Rents, prices of provisions^ nature of 
ie»qployment» and evningg of niechtmcs, pricfin^ 
B 3 
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of land in the neighbourhood of the town, &c. 
do not possess a difference of sufficient import- 
ance to those given in the previous part of this 
report, to require minute detaiL Mechanics can 
have immediate employment, and are paid 40s. 6d« 
to 548. per week. Shoes that are very inferiCM: in 
wear, though not in make to English, are &am 
15s. Sd. to 18s. a pair. Best hats, 3&. to 458. 
each ; and every other article of clothing in pro- 
portion. The population of this town is from 4 to 
5,000. Good brick buildings are fast increas- 
ing. One of the hotels (Gwathmay's) is said to 
be rented at 6,000 dollars per annum : from 150 
to 200 persons dine at this establishment daily. 
About every tenth house in the njain street is 
a doctor's. 

Louisville is said to be improving in health : 
the prevalent diseases are fever and ague ; be- 
sides which, the common disorders of this State 
are consumption, * pleurisy, typhus, remittent 
and intermittent fevers, rheumatism, and dysen- 
tery. I do not feel myself competent to con- 
Attn or deny the general claim of the Ken- 
tuckians to gimerosity and warmth of character; 
of their habits I would wish to speak with equal 
diffidence ; that they drink a great deal, swear 
a great deal, and gamble a great deal,; will be 
apparent to a very brief resident. The ba:rbairdus 
practice of gouging^ with which they are 
charged, I have not seen occur, thoi^h I haviB 



good reason to believe in its existence. They 
have dso another practice, nearly akin to this, 
called " gander pulling." This diversion consists 
in tying a live gander to a tree or po^e, greasing 
its neck, riding past it at full gallop, and he 
who succeeds in puUing off the head of the 
victim, receives the laurel crown. I think I have 
be«*d of a similar pastime as practised in Hol- 
land ; but tiiese are not to be taken as unmLved 
characteristics. * Society is unquestionably im- 

♦ American newspaper advertisements have frequently 
the character of singularity, at least to an English concep- 
tion : as the following one from the " Kentucky Reporter," 
published at Lexington, possesses; in addition to this quality, 
a partial illustration of Kentucky society, I copy it for yout 
perusal :-— 

«* TAKE NOTICE, 

« And beware of the swindler JESSE DOUGHERTY, who 
'< married me in November last, and some time after mar- 
** riage informed me tiiat he had another wife alive, and be- 
^< fore I recovered, the villain left me, and took one of my 
*^ best horses — one of my neighbours was so good as to fol- 
<< low him and take the horse from him, and bring him back. 
" The said Dougherty is ^out forty years of age, five feet 
^ ten mches high, roundshouldered, thick lips, complexion 
**' and hair dark, grey ey^es, remarkably ugly and ill natured, 
'< and very fond of ardent spirits, and by profession a noto- 
<^ rious liar. This is therefore to warn all widows t6 beware 
^ of the swindler, as all he wmts is thdr property, and they 
^ may goto the devil for him after he gets that Also, all 
<^ persons are forewarned from trading with the said Dough* 
^^ erty, with the expectation of receiving pay from my pro*- 
^< perty, as I consider the marriage contract nti// and void 
^ agreeably^, law;. ypu will thartfore pi^ hoattexMioottft. 

ft 4 



proving, find L^iogtan probftbly ali^ndy pos* 
S(es$es iuhabataiite who are poli»^ and refimd^ 
i In drawing towards the c<mcliuekm of my m-^ 
'^ marks upon Kentudcy, I wave the uaual impoitt 
ant consideration, whether ^r not emigration 
here would be desirable^ because I am awe 
that were gold to be obtained in comitless^piaor 
titles for the aiere asking, that tb^re i^ not a man 
or woman among you who would leave England 
to become citizens of a slave State } but sus Ken* 
tucky is perhaps the strongest member of the 
western body, and must, of necessity, inflaerioe 
its growth and healthfulaess^ and as in this State 
the vjlally interesting subjects of agriculture an4 
inanufactures have received a considerable de- 
gree of attention, I forward you an estimate 
which has been just made by some very judi^ 
cious men of the state of manufactures in Lex- 
ington: — X2 cotton manufactories, en^ploying a 
capital in the whole of 67,S0(A. i 3 wooUen 
ditto, 32,6001. j 3 paper ditto, 20,2501. j 8 steam 
grist mills, l6,875l. j gun-powder mills, 9,0001. j 
lead factory, 14,8001. ; founderies for castiPg 
iron and brass, connected with a stlver^^pladng 

" any lies he may tell you of his property in tins couiity: 
** the said Dougherty has u niunber of imes Hmig, fer^ 
^^ haps eight or ten, (the tmmher not positi^y kfiaim») and 
*'' will no doubt, if he can get them, imvt eigM or ten xMore* 
** I beKere-that i^ the way he miikes his living. 

^* MART DQDD, 
«< Ljiriiigston county, Ky, Sept. 5, 1817-^-38 at (<?h. W.Q.r 
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establishment, 9,000L ; 4 bAt factories, 15,0001.; 
4 jimdki cBtto, 19,6001. ; 3 tantiers and curriers, 
^OOOl.; l^hctories for cottdn bagging and 
faeif^n yams, 100,4001. ; 6 c^inet-makers, 
5)6ok.f 4 soap and oandle ^K^tories, i%iS(A.i 
3^ tobacco factories, 11,450L; sundry others^, 
l^,OO0i. ; total amount of ciq>itai employed itt 
th« mafnufactories <rf Lexington, 46^,^851. 

I 4)elteve thift the capitalist could employ his 
mcEU^ to mu<^ advantage in Kentucky. Per- 
.haps. In the way of mamtfacturing, hat-making 
txA^t be suggested. Farming is^ lucrative, as is 
dm dfalSMng. A good woollen dyer is wanted. 
CHI crushing mills are estaMished, but upon 
prmciples which arc susceptible of great im* 
provements j - the part whidi ailbrds what is 
termed Hie oil cake is thrown &way. Flax and 
hemp 30ed sell from &9. 3d. to ^s. 8|d. per 
basbel. The price of boating goods finom New 
Odeans to Louisville {distance 141S miles), is 
from 18s. to «2s. 6d. per hundred. The frdght 
to New Orleans from hence, is 8s. 4|d. to 4s. 6d. 
per hundred. The average period of time which 
bd&ti^ t^e to go to New Orleans, is about 
28 dil.ys ; that from New Orleans, 90 days. 
Steam vessels effect the same route in an average 
of 1^ days down, and S6 days up, when their 
machinery does not meet with an accident. 
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HOTBLS« 

Having been twice at LouisviUe» I boarded 
at both the hotds (Allen% Washington Hal^ 
and Gwathing's^ Indian Queen): tiieyare simiktr 
establishments, both upon a very large scaler 
the former having ai> average of 80 boarders 
per day, the latter of 140: their chaises- are — 
breakfast, Is* 8d.; dinner,, iis. dd.; supper^ 
Is. 8d. ; bed, 13d. ;. if fire in room, an extra 
charge of 6|d. per ni^t ; board and lodgmg, pei 
\f day, 6s. 9d. J ditto per day for three months 
certain, 4s. 6d. These charges, with such an 
immense extent of business, must insure a mao* 
moderately careful, a large fortune^ Thctse 
hotels are conducted differently from those 
witli which you are acquainted. A person de- 
siring to put up at one of them,, applies to the 
bar-keeper, and he must not feel, disappointed 
should he be refused admittance from waot <^' 
room. The place for washing is in the open 
yard, in which there is- a large cistern, several 
towels, and a negro in attendance. The sleeping- 
room commonly contains from 4 to 8 bed^^teads^ 
having mattrasses, but frequently no feather bedsf 
sheets of calico, two blanket^ a quilt (either 
a cotton counterpane, or made of patchwork) ;. 
the bedsteads have no curtains, and the rooms 
are generally unprovided with any convenitoces. 
The public rooms are — a news-room, ^ boot- 
room, in which the bar is situated, and a dining-- 



room. The fires are generally surraimded by 
patties of about six, who gain and keep posses- 
sion. The usoal custom is to pace up and down 
the news-room in a manner simSar to walking 
the deck at sea. Scm^dng segan^ is practibsied 
by all witiiout an exc^ion, and at every hour 
of the day. Argument or discussion m this 
part of the world k of very rare occurrence j 
social intercourse seems still more unusual ; con- 
versation on general topics, or the taking en- 
larged and enlightened views of things rarely 
occurs ; each man is in pursuit of his own indi- 
vidual interest, and follows it in an indmdaal' 
ized manner. — But to return to the taverns: 
at half past seven, the first bell rings for the 
purpose ol' collecting all the boarders, and at 
eight the second bell rings; breakfast is then 
set, the dining-room is unlocked, a general 
rush commences, and some activity, as well afi 
dexterity, is essentially necessary to obtain a 
seat at, the table. A boy, as clerk, attends to 
ti^e down the names, in order that when bills 
are settled no improper deduction shcMild be 
made. The l^eakfast consists of a profuse sup- 
ply of fish, flesli, and fowl, which is consumed 
with a rapidity truly extraordinary j often, be- 
fore I had finished my first cup of tea, the roow, 
.whifch when I had commenced was crowded to 
su00cation, had become nearly empty. 

At half-jiast one, the first bell rings, an- 
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noimcing the approach of dhmer ; the avenues^ 

to the dining-room become thronged. At two 

o'clock the second bell rings, the dbors are 

thrown open; and a repetiticm of the breakfast 

scene succeeds. At six, tea, or what is here 

called supper, is announced) and part^en of in 

the same manner. This is the last meal, aftd 

usually affords the same fare Iks foreakfaist. A 

billiard table adjoins the hotel, and is generally 

wdl occupied. At ten o'dodc, nearly all have 

gone to bed, or what they call " htmedrnJ^ 

At table there is neither conversation nor yrt 

drinking; the latter is efected by individuals^ 

taking their solitary " eyfe c^eners,'* •• toddy,'* 

and «• phlegm dispersers,** at the bar, the keeper 

of which is in full employ fix>m sun-iise to bed 

time. A large tub of water, with a fadl^ isk 

placed on the bar, to which customers go atid 

help themselves. When spirits are called for, the 

decanter is handed, and you take what qnaa^ 

tity you please ; the chai^ge is always 6|d. It is 

never drunk neat, or with sugar or warm water* 

The life of boarders at an American tftvern, 

preserrts the most senseless and comfortless 

mode of killing time which 1 have ever seen. 

Every house of this description that 1 have been 

m is thronged to excess, and there is not a 

man who appears to have a single earthly 

object in view, except spitting and smoidng 

segars, I have not seen a book in the hands of 

13 
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any perscm since I left Philadelphia. Objec- 
tionable as them habits are, th^y afford decided 
evidence of the prosperity of tbsU; country^ which 
can admit ao large a body of its citizens %q waste 
in indolence three-Jfoutths of their Uves> and 
would ^so appear to bold out encomagementto 
Englishmen witi) English hahits^ who could 
i^tain tkk^r indufitry amid a na^on of indcdencet 
and have sufficiefit firmness to live in America^ 
a^.Jl^et bid deiance to the deadly example of 
it'aficttives* 

i When at Giii?athway*s hotel, I had the plea- 
sure of meeting with Lord Selkirk : he was on 
his r^um from his unsuccessful expedition in 
tbe nbrtli western tertitc^y. I procured for 
bim» from the respectable bouse of Vernon and 
Blake, sowe Bositon papers which were only 
two months old: they coaatained, as usual, 
EngUsb news. He bad n,ot heard any intel- 
lig^ni;re &*<m Euro$M &>r nine Diontli^ and was 
tJbtoe&re mu^h pleased with the ntovelty. When, 
fiffst in this town, I addressed a letter, to 
Mr. Bidcbeck,. at either Princeton ojr Vincennes, 
mot; hairmg determined ^A that time to visit 
lUinoiB. On leaving Keittucky, I have to 
vegk»i ibat so much, remains to be done for the 
hidsits of the peojple, imd tc^ feell from my soul 
tbe most sincere sihtow, that m€^ who can 
foum a theoretic eoxtstitutionr in which it is 
dedbtred, that " mm when they form a social 
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** compact are equal ; that no man or set of men 
" are entitled to exclusive, separate public 
** emoluments or privileges from the community, 
, but in consideration of public services ; that 
<* all men have a natural and indefeasible right 
" to worship God according to the dictates 
" of their consciences;** I cannot, I say, but feel 
sorrow that men who can in theory lay down such 
principles, can in their practice continue, and 
even boast of the most demoralizing habits, treat 
their fellow-creatures worse than brute beasts, 
and buy and sell human beings like cattle at a 
fair. 

In quitting this State, I can by no means 
coincide with Mr. Mellish, when he says ** Tlie 
•* only serious evil that I had to complain of in 
" my journey through this country, arose from 
" the proneness of many of the natives to 
** swearing.** If this be a fact, I cannot envy 
Mr. Mellish his feelings, although his love for 
universal Uberty is so great, that he could 
neither remain in England, nor bear to set his 
foot in Canada. Neither can I agree with this 
profound philanthropist, that " these sad 
" doings are outdone every day by transactions 
*^ in the capital of a nation wAo think themsehes 
*< the most polished on earihy and some of these 
" even supported and encouraged by the^ 
•* Corinthian capitals of poKshed society.*' Mr. 
Mellish calls Mr. Ashe ^ a hireling.'' When I^ 
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find a writer at times thus blindly glcxssing 
over the most glaring faults, and at others 
enlarging and exaggerating, and finding excel- 
lences and signs of prosperity which only exist 
in his own imagination, I confess I am iur 
clined to suspect that he. is himself a candidate 
for an occupation by no means dissimilar to 
that which he thus attributes to his rival 
traveller. 

ILLINOIS TERRITORY. 

I am now in the Illinois territory, which it 
was not a part of our original -views that I should 
Jiave visited ; but conceiving the practicability 
of a comfortable settlement in the eastern States 
extremely questionable, and finding that the old 
settled States, even on this side of the mountains^ 
oflfered not much greater encouragement, pro- 
perly, in all the towns which are possessed of 
reasonable advantages having attained the full 
amount of Philadelphian value, and, in the 
CQuntry,^ speculators having laid their hands upon 
avast number of fine tracts, I thought it best 
to seek elsewhere ; not that in the States of 
Ohio, &C. there were no land yet to be purchased 
at government prices ; but it appeared to me, 
that if a removal from England should become, 
onder all circumstances, our duty, and if, as 
was by oo means in^robable, we should be in- 
duced to mark out, a new channel for our ex- 
ertions, by becoming agriculturists, it would be 
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no great addition to our privations to. proceed a 
Ettle farther west than Ohio, where, if we cml6 
not find cheaper lands, we should at least hanre 
a greater variety for selection, and posseia all 
the advantages enjoyed by ti^ first jM'oprietdrs 
of well-chosen sections. With these impressions 
I have advanced thus far, and am now anxious 
to close this report in time for the post, pre- 
vious to the farther pursuit of my objects. As 
it is written close, and on very thin paper, I 
trust the postage will not be extravagant. It 
wiU go by way of New York, inclosed: to the 
ou^ of Messrs, - — — of that city. Lpasstovar 
Indiana, a State to which there exist some stioag 
ofajectioi^ that may be detailed ini mynext* 
The territory of IHinms, th^mgh but very thinly 
populated, has been inhabited at I^^askaski^ and 
a few 04^er placei^ for many years, originaBy, 
I believe, by the French from Canada. 

Ilie mean breadth of the territory is sakl to be 
1200 miles^ length 350, lying between N. ktstude 
36^ 80' and *2^. The Ohio river is ite soHtkem 
bounckry, extending from the month of the Wa^ 
bash tbthejuncdoh of the former wft^tiieMissisi- 
sippi, a distance of I^ miles. The Mississippi 
forms the westerh boiindary, stretching fromthe 
above junction to the rocky hills, a dii^nce of 600 
miles, feWowing the course of that river, bnttlie 
windings are so great that the real dtstance is 
much less. The Wabash river sepantes^ Bliiieis 
from Indiana : an imaginary line, wbich^ it is 
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proposed shall extend due east from the Rocky 
Hills, will separate it from the north-western 
territory. The number of acr^ is calculated 
to be 35,000,000 ; that of square miles, 50,000. 
Exertions are now msiiking to have this territory 
admitted into the Union, and you will join with 
me in^rajing tbat slavery may not form a part 
of its^ constitution, as, should it do so, that, I 
conceive, will form an insurmountable barrier 
to the emigration of every man possessed of a 
humane or independent mind. The popula- 
tion, at present, is chiefly on the- Wabash, below 
VineennejSi, and on the banks of the Kaskaski, 
Ohioy and Mississippi rivers. The means of 
internal navigation, without the expense t>f 
cutting canals, are truly extraordinary ; added 
to which, the facilities of export afforded by 
those ** fathers of waters,*' the Ohio, Missis- 
sippi, and Missouri, present a picture of future 
greatness dazzling to conceive — impossible to 
estimate. * 

The estimated courses of the waters of this 
t^titory af fe, in length. 



Wabash, 


2S0 xrtiles. 


Mississippi, 


600 


Ohio, 


150 


Illinois, - 


300 


Kaskaski, 


300 


Varidus tributaries. 


1400 


• 


2980 miles. 
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Amount of internal navigalioDt SOOO loUeft) 
ditto of frontiers^ 1000 i the distance from Shaw- 
ipyee Town by wcOer to Buffalo, througfar the 
lakes, 1200 miles; ditto from the same place 
to New Orleans, 1130: thus securing a most 
immense internal water communication, as well 
as a direct one with the ocean ^ the face of the 
country must, in so large an extent, possess con- 
siderable variety. The general surface qf the 
lands in the Shawnee Town and Kftskaski dis- 
tricts, and in the neighbouring parts of the Il- 
linois, is more than ordinarily level, though to 
this tiiere are some exceptions. , The alluvial 
lands of both the Ohio and Mississippi rivers 
occasionally terminate in blufi^ in some places 
high and craggy, n in others more gradual in 
their rise, and easy of ascent. There are through- 
out the State a vast number of prairies, of 
boundless extent, and presenting: a most de- 
lightful contrast to the sombre character erf an 
American wilderness. The soil is ijofinitely 
more varied than the face of the coui^i^try. It 
has been classified by some as follows: 1st. Hills 
of a barren spil, and covered with pines and 
small oaks. 2d. Moderately hilly land, and well 
watered. Sd. Wet prairies, which are remote 
from streams, the soil cold and barren, abound- 
ing with swamps, ponds, and covered with a 
tall coarse grass. 4th. Dry prairies, bordering 
the rivers, lie, on an average level, higher by 
60 feet, are from three to fifteen miles wide, and 
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possess a rieh sc^, well adapted for cultivation. 
These natural meadows are generally destitute of 
trees, except where crossed by streams. Some 
have clusters of trees, which maybe denominated, 
what they very much resemble — islands, though 
upon terra Jirma. The prairies of this territory 
lU'e.Baid to cover more than a million of acres. 
The soil in some places assumes the hue of iron 
rust, interspersed with a light sand. ^th. Un- 
ripe alhtvial, which bears sycamore, water- 
maple, ash, and willow. This land is generally 
found at the mouths arid confluences of rivers, 
and, as a place of residence, in the present un- 
cleared state of the country, is considered as 
highly injurious to health. 6th. Ripe s^uvial. 
This land is of the best quality, and is found in 
various d^rees of extent on all the rivers. It 
bears honey locust, pecan, black walnut, and 
sugar maple trees. In autumn, the £ruit and 
leaves of the black walnut are said to produce an 
agreeable flavour. This land 'is considered to 
be remarkably fertile, in proof of which some 
part of it is asserted to have been cultivated to 
profit without maniure, for the last hundred 
years. 

Squirrels, racoons, foxes, deer, wolves, and 
bears abound ; as do wild turkeys and quails ; . 
geese and ducks partially ; hawks, buzzards, and 
pigeot^s in tolerable quantities ; the rivers con- 
tain several species offish j in the prairies there 

s « 
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are rattle-siiakes ; the woods su^y p^pes, 
pecaa liute (similaa- to our walnut),- and hickery 
nutej hops, rasjAeixies, and strawberries grow 
wad } there are severed salt ponds — the produce 
is sold at the saline works, 26 miles below the 
Wabash, for 3s. 4f d. per busheL The annual 
produce of this establiishment is from one to 
two hundred thousand pounds. Ccqiper and 
lead have been found. The French, when in 
possession of this territory, procured mill-stones 
near the Illinois lake. Coal has been dis- 
covered; and also white clay. Limestone 
abounds. 

ILLINOIS TOMTNS. 

Kashaskiy the seat of the territorial govern- 
ment, contains about 150 houses, built on a 
plain; some of them are of stone. This towi 
is 150 miles from Vincennes, and 1000 from 
Washington. The inhabitant! are ehi^ 
French: their principal occupation is raising 
stock. This town has been settled more tb«i 
a century. 

Shwwnee Tcwn (from which I now am writ- 
ing), about 30 houses (log). The chief occu- 
psltion of the inhabitants is the salt trade. 
There is here a •* United States Land-oflfee,** 
and a log bank is just established. The chief 
cashier of this establishment was engaged ia 
cutting logs at the moment of my arrival* 



TOWNS. — INDIANS. 86l 

WiScinson ViUe, a miserable settlement, takes 
its name frorii Greneral Wilkinson, who, in 1801, 
established a station here for the American 
troops J it then prospered, but has since fallen 
into complete decay. The other towns of this 
territory are — Cahokia^ containing 150 small 
houses, chiefly inhabited by French. St. PhiUp^ 
iifty miles from Cahokia, is smaller but nKH*e 
pleasant. Prairie du Bx>cherSj containing 60 
French families : this is a fine prairie. There are 
also three very small places, called Belle Fon- 
taine, L'Aigle, and Edward's Ville. 

The lands belonging to the Indians lie chiefly 
between the Wabash and Illinois rivers. They 
have considerable reservations, north of the Illi- 
nois river. The United States have lately ob- 
tained a cession of six miles square, at the end 
of Peoria lake. The aborigines now remaining 
weihe Soukies, who have three villages ; — their 
number is about 3000. The Kaskaskians, Caho- 
kias, and Peorias, are much decreased in num- 
bers, in consequence of their wars with the 
Soukies and Foxes. 

Private sales at the Land-office are here, as 
in ^ other parts of the Union, fixed at 2 dollars, 
or 1 dollar 64 cents, for prompt payment. The 
public sales by auction have not, for tbe^ naost 
choice tracts, exceeded six dollars per acre : th^ 
<4d French settlements are from one to fifty debars 
per acre. The land tax is levied oxx the same pirinr 

s 3 . 
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ciple as described in Ohio; The military bounty 
lands in this State amount to 3^500/XX) acres. 
They are appropriated to the soldiers who w^e 
engaged in the late war, and are frequently 
gold by them in the eastern States^ for a quarter 
and a half dollar per acre. Indian co^ (incize) 
is the leading article of produce. There are 
some fields of 500 acres, cultivated in cmnmon 
by the people of a whole settlement. Wheat is 
abundant, except where the soil is too rich. Flax, 
hemp, oats, potatoes, and cotton are also produc- 
tive, giving very considerable crops. The French 
have madeexcellentwine from a wildgrape, which 
grows here luxuriantly. Indian com, I son in- 
fonned, produces, with moderate care, and in ^ 
favorable soil, 50 to 70 bushels per acre ; wheals 
20 to SO } barley, 20 to 30; oats, SO to 50 j 
tobacco, 10 to 13 hundred. Indian com sells 
from 13d. to l6|d. per bushel j wheat, 3s.4fd. ; 
oats, ] 9id. ; tobacco, 20s.^d. per hundred. The 
price of horses is from 131. 10s. to 181. ; cows^ 
4l.vto 51. ; a good sow, 21. 14s. ; beef is sold at 
22s. 6d. per hundred ; pork, 15s. 9d. to 18a. 
Labourers are paid 2s. 3d. per day, and board. 
Clothing and groceries are extremely dj^ar. 
Indian corn is gathered in November. Wheat ip 
fcut in June, and housed in July. Pork for ex^ 
port is killed in December. Freight from, this 
pkce to Louisville (distance 307 miles) is 5s, pisr 
cwt. iJrom Louisville, Is. 8d. iJrom hence to New 
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Orleans, (distance 1130 miles,) 4s.6dL; Jrom 
New Orleans, 20s. 3d. ; hence to Pittsburgh, (dis- 
tance 1013 miles, ) 1 5s* 9d. ^^Jrom Pitt^urgh, 4s. 6d^ 
This vast disproportion in charge of freiglit is pro- 
duced by the difference in time, in navigating up 
arid dawn the streams of the CHiio and Mississippi. 
I have not had sufficient experience in these 
back woods, to feel confidence in the following 
estimate of expenses for erecting a residence ; 
it is, however, the most authentic that I have 
been enabled to procure. A log cal^n of two 
rooms can, I am informed, be raised for 111. 5s. 
to 161. $ a frame house, 10 to 14 feet square, 
for 130 to 1501. ) a log kitchen, 71. to 81. ; a log 
stable, 71. to 91* ; a bam, 181. to 221. ; fencing, 
13d. per rood; ditching, in prairie land, l6d. 
to 3s. per rood. 

INHABITANTS QP ILLINOIS; ^ 

The inhabitants of Illinois may, perhaps, be 
ranked as follows : First, the Indian hunters, 
who are neither different in character or pursuits 
from their ancestors in the days of Columbus, 
2nd, The " Squatters,** who are half-civilized 
and half-savage. These are, in character and 
habits, extremely wretched : indeed, I prefer 
the genuine uncontaminated Indian. 3rd, A 
medley of land jobbers, lawyers, doctors, and 
farmers, who traverse this immense continent, 
founding settlements, and engaging in all kinds 

s 4 
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of speculation. 4th, Some old French settlers, 
possessed of considerable property, and living in 
ease and comfort. 

Concerning the state of societ}'', my expe- 
rience does not allow me to say much, or to speak 
with confidence. Generally, I suspecrt that the 
powers of the legislature are, as yet, weak', in 
their operation. Small provocatkms insure llie 
most relentless and violent resentments. Duels 
are frequent The dirk is an inseparaUe com- 
panicm of * all classes ; and the laws are robbed 
of their terror, by not being firmly and equdly 
administered. A general character of indepen-* 
dence, both as to the means of living smd habits 
of socaety, appears universal. Her^ no maa is 
either thought or called " master ;'* ii^ther, oa 
the other hand, is there found any coarse vul- 
garity. A cold, selfish indifference is the com- 
mon characteristic of the labourer and the 
judge ; ^ and I should hope liiat Illinois-state 
constitution will not, when formed, authorize 
and legalize slavery ; yet the (%io practice 
will, I have no doqbt, continue as it now is in 
minois,'^ indenturing negroes Jor a term of 
from 10 to 15 years. This baleful practice 
promise a -perpetuation of prai^ical shtvery 
throughout America. 

Of the cUmate 1 know but little from pei^Kmal 
experience* The mornings and evenings, at 
this time, are extremely cold. In July and Au|^t 
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Pahreiiheit ranges from 85 to 105. In the win- 
ter (which is not long), from lObelow to 20 above 
zero. The wildness of the country implies an 
unfinmed climate. The disturbance of a great 
body of surplus vegetable matter, upon the first 
settling of land, together with the dampness 
arising from stagnant waters, frequently pro- 
duce bilious fevers and agues. 

My mind continues undecided concerning 
our removal. When in England I had helped, 
in common with yourselves, that the old settled 
States of America, which must be so much better 
suited to our habits and pursuits than an im- 
cultivate^d wilderness, would have afforded suf- 
ficient inducement tp emigration, particularly 
as our objects are the continuance in well- 
established habits of industry, and not rapid 
fortune^making. With the means of forming 
a judgment on this subject, I have endeavoured,, 
as far as lies in. my power, to supply you in the 
course of my preceding reports. 

Should your minds be favourable to a western 
country settlement, I should wish to press upon 
your deliberate re-consideration the following 
ideas : 

First, — Is it essential to your prosperity and 
happiness that you should leave England ? 

Second, — Do the habits and character of the 
American people afford you rational grounds for 
desiring to become their fellow citizens^ 
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Third, — Have all of you the dispositions 
requisite in order to become cultivators of a 
wilderness ? 

Fourth, -^ Assuming that you have those dis- 
positions, are you fitted for such an entire 
change of pursuits, and can you endure the 
difficulties and dangers necessarily attendant on 
such a situation ? 

If, after cool, deliberate, and rational con- 
sideration, with your minds as free from en- 
thusiastic expectations connected with (iiis 
continent, as they well can be under the ex- 
istence of the present order of. things in Eng- 
land, you can answer in the affirmative, then I 
have little doubt of the propriety of recommend- 
ing to your attention the Illinois territory. 

P. S. Should I resolve upon . taking New Or- 
leans in my route to Washington, I shall most 
likely address you from the former city. 
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INCLEDON. — - INDIAN JUGGLER. — COBBETT AND HIS 

FRIEND OF PHILADELPHIA. HIS ILL TREATMENt 

BY THE LEGISLATURE OF PENNSYLVANIA, AND HLS 
STATEMENT OF THEIR POLITICAL CORRUPTION. •»— 
AMERICAN MANUFACTURES; THEIR PRESENT RUINOUS 
STATE. — CAPITAL EMPLOYED DURING THE LATE WAR. 
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— VETBRANft OF THE REVOLUTION. — GENBRAL ST. 

clair* — attend both houses of congress. — their 
forms; members; subjects discussed. — corruption 
in caucus election of president. general har- 

FBR's and MR. RUFUS KINO's SPEECHES UPON THE 
SUBJECT. — POET MOORE. — OPPOSITION TO NAPOLEON. 

— BUROPEAN POLITICS OF WASHINGTON. — MR. BIRK- 
BECK's letter to MYSELF. 

State of Virginia, and Washmgton City, 
- March, 181«. 

At the date of my last, in December, I bad 
not left the Illinois. Since my departure from 
that territory to the present time, I have 
travelled more than two thousand ^ miles, and 
I lament to say that there is not one spot, 
in the whole of that vast distance, in which I, 
or indeed any man among you, could .be in- 
duced to make a permanent settlement. The 
white population are the victims of demoralizing 
liabits. The native Indians present, of course, 
nothing but a picture of mere savage life j and 
the poor negroes suffer even more than commonly 
falls to the lot of their oppressed and degraded 
condition. What a foul stain upon the republic, 
professing, as they do, the principles of liberty 
and equal rights, that, out of twenty States, there 
should be eleven in which slavery is an avowed 
part of their political constitution ; and that in 
those called free (New England excepted) the 
condition of blacks ^oxAdi practically amoimt to 
slavery ! Like the Greeks of old, they talk of 
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freedom, while the degraded Helot is within 
their doors. 

Previous to entering into details concerning 
this city, I would wish to call your attention to 
two others, certainly not under any idea of their 
being suitable places for emigration, but in con- 
sequence of their immediate and important con- 
nection with the whole Western country. First, 
Natchez, in the State of Mississippi ; and 
second. New Orleans, on the Mississippi River^ 
one hundred miles above its entrance into 
the Gulph of Mexico. Natchez stands on a 
bluff, about, 250 yards above the level of the 
river j a situation, from what I have seen, very 
unusual on the Mississippi, the greater part 
being level, and often overflowing its banks. 
The landing-place is on the river-edge, about half 
a mile from the town. At this place there are 
about thirty houses, the greater part of which 
are whiskey shops, gambling and other houses, 
in which there is a degree of open profligacy, 
which I had not before witnessed in the United 
States. While contemplating this melancholy 
scene, my attention was directed to the number 
of boats which were then in port. They consisted 
of twenty-five flats, seven keels, and one steam- 
vessel. The flat, I should explain, is a square, 
covered vessel, of considerable capacity, used 
for carrying freight from Pittsburgh, and 
other places below that town, down to New 
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Orleans; their construction is temporary, and 
of slight materials, b^ing broken up at New 
Orleans, as not sufficiently strong to be frei^ed 
up the river. The keel is a substantial, well- 
built boat, long, and in form resembling the 
floating bath at Blackfriars Bridge. 

Observing a great many coloured people, par- 
ticularly females, in these boats, I concluded that 
they were emigrants, who had proceeded thus 
far on their route towards a settlement. The 
fact proved to be that fourteen of the flats were 
freighted with human beings for sale. They had 
been collected in the several States by slave- 
dealers, and shipped from Kentucky for a 
market. They were dressed up to the best ad- 
vantage, on the same principle that jockeys do 
horses upon sale. The following is a specimen 
of advertisements on this subject : — 

*< TWEN'TY DOLLARS REWARD, 
<^ Will be paid for apprehending and lodging in jail, 
^ at delivering to the subscriber, the following slaves, 
<« belonging to Joseph Irvin, of Iberville: — 

« TOM, a very light Mulatto, blue eyes, 5 feet 10 
<^ inches high, af^ars to be alx)ut 35 years of age, an 
" artful fellow — can read and write, and preaches occa- 
** sionaUy. 

•* CHARLOTTE, a black wench, round and foil 
<< faced, taU, straight, and likely — about 25 years of 
<< iige^ sffid wife of the above-named Tom. 

<< These slaves decamped for their owner's plantation, 
** on the night of the 14th September inst, 

'' William Kenner & Co/' 
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The treatment of the negroes throughout these 
^States is as villainous as can be well imagmed ; 
and although they are themselves not insensible 
to the evils of their condition, they do not seem 
to feel it so acutely as might be' anticipated^ or 
as the man of common humanity would feel on 
their account. This, however, is natural enough, 
and easy to account for. As the body is en- 
slaved, the mind becomes degraded^ and loses a 
sense of its own dignity, and of the value of in- 
dependence. 

I observe that there are a few native Indians 
who rsuse cotton, and hold slaves; others (but 
only women) are hii*ed to pick the cotton, their 
fathers or husbands receiving their wages. No 
male Indian would submit to the supposed de- 
gradation of being in the employ of any one. — 
A man possessed of from 2 to 10,0001. capital, 
with a pliable conscience, abpve the common 
feelings of humanity, and whose only object is 
gain, would soon realize, by the culture of cot- 
tpn in this district, a very large fortune. \r^ 

There are here numerous stores ; three fourths 
of the stock of every one consist of British 
goods. Shopkeeping is profitable. Mechanic$ 
are very highly paid, and at this time much 
wanted in consequence of their having, more 
than the other classes of society, fallen victims 
to the late contagious disorders. — *^ Packwood's 
" razor .strops'* have even penetrated into this 
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ronote qaarter of the globe : the Negro barbers 
do not omit making that circumstance a leading 
point of attraction. 

Lotteries are as prevalent here as in the east- 
ern. States ; the one carrying on at this lime is 
for building a Presbffterianchurch! The "scheme** 
is preceded by a long address, upon the ad- 
vantages of religion, and the necessity of all 
citizens supporting Christianity by purchasing 
tickets in this hoh/ lottery ! ! 
^ The church-yard is opposite to Irvine's hotel 
(at which I stopped). Two young men that were 
standing at the door had been warmly engaged 
in a debate; one was a resident in Natchez, the 
other not so ; their subject of controversy was 
the healthiness of the city ; the latter contended 
that it was sickly ; his friend could not endure 
so foul an aspersion upon his native town ; the 
other explained that he did not mean any thing 
personal, but he considered Natchez was sickly, 
and as a strong proof that his opinion was cor- 
rect, he pointed to the church-yard, in which 
one fourth of the late population had been en- 
tombed in the course of five weeks. This ex- 
planation was of no avail — he should call him 
out for daring to say that Ai;j city was, sickly ; 
to be sure, five hundred people had died in a 
short time, but men did not live for ever, even 
among the Yankies (New England). " I say, 
*^ Sir, that there is not a more healthy place in 
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^ the world than Natchez/' — I find it indeed/ 
a universal trait of character, that no Americaii 
will allow any place to be so healthy as the onq 
in which he resides. — Upon the whole I leave 
I^^tohe? with little knowledge of its inhabitants 
indeed, but with an impression of its comparative 
prosperity exceeding any town which I have ever 
seen. The streets are literally crammed with 
cotton bales for the Liverpool market, they are 
carried ttf the water-side in carts drawn by two 
mules, horses being little used, — in consequence, 
it is said, of the severe chastisement usually 
inflicted upon them by negro drivers ; thus 
these much-injured men revenge upon the dumb 
animal the wrongs they themselves receive from 
their common owner. During my residence 2lC 
this town I twice visited the State legislature, 
which is composed of men who appear any thing 
but legislators. Their place of meeting was in ,->/ 
a kind of superior hay-loft. The imitation of the 
forms of the British Parliament was rather ludi- 
crous : — the only business transacted during my 
stay was the election of a sergeant-at-arms ! ^ ^ 

NEW ORLEANS. 

Viewing this city as intimately connected with 
the considerations of a western country colony, 
I felt desirous of seeing it. I was aware 
besides, that this would be desirable to assist 
my judgment in forming a correct estimation of 
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the whole American people ; for. I feel pw- 
suaded, that for myself I could not make up a 
final judgment without personal acquaintance 
with the entire " body politic/' The steam- 
boat " Orleans," being upon the point of de- 
parture, I engaged a place for New Orleans — 
fare, including board. Si. 7s. 6d. ; distance 
800 miles; time 56 hours. 

The scenery of the Mississippi in the immediate 
neighbourhood o£ Natchez is interesting: till 
withinafewmilesof that city it becomes extremely 
dull, being a dead flat, with banks overflowed ; 
for 150 miles, until we came near Point Caupee 
church, we were moving through an immense 
and dreary forest, without openings or breaks 
of any kind, destitute of variety, and only pro- 
ducing by its sombre monotony the most melan^ 
choly sensations. 

Approaching to New Orleans, a more civilized 
country than I had previously seen presented 
itself, though there were (according to the 
old story) no men hanging in chains. The 
banks were cultivated, settlements multiplied, 
good houses were not uncommon; while nu- 
merous extensive sugar plantations bespoke 
wealth and population. Upon my "arrival at 
Nexv Orleans^ it is hardly possible to conceive 
the delight which I experienced ; after a tedious 
and dreary journey, even the masts of ships 
aftbrded me pleasure, as recalling by association 
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what I shpuld now denominate the comforts of 
New York and Philadelphia, The increase rf 
this city since it has become a part of the United 
States is truly extraordinary, affording another 
proof of the advantages possessed by a people 
who are unshackled. Originally its trade was 
conducted by men who purchased the right of 
monopoly from the parent country, or the 
viceroys and governors. While this enriched the 
few, it of course impoverished the many, and 
was wholly inconsistent with general prosperity. 
* Trade is a plant that can only luxuriously flourish 
in a free soil. Under the government of Ame- 
rica, every man is left to pursue the bent of 
his own inclination, and to go to the full extent 
of his means ; — there exists no monopoly, ex- 
cept that which superior talent or property 
always must, and always ought to confer* The 
consequence of this state of things is, that the 
United States are making unprecedented strides 
towards substantial wealth and national great- 
ness, though cursed, as I am sorry — mortified 
to the heart to be obliged to confess, with a 
population undeserving of their exuberant soil 
and free government. ^ 

The French language is still predominant in 
New Orleans. The population is said to be 
30,000 J two thirds of which do not speak 
English. The appearance of the people too was 
French, and even the negroes evinced, by their 
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aotics, in rather a ludicrous manner, their pre- 
^vious connection with that nation. : 
The general manners and habits are very re- 
laxed. The first day of my residence here was 
Sunday, and I was not a little surprised to find 
in the United States the markets, shops, theatre, 
circus, and public ball-rooms open. Gambling 
--houses throng the city: all coffee-houses, to- 
gether with the exchange, are occupied from 
morning until night, by gamesters. It is said, 
that when the Kentuckians arrive at this place, 
they are in their glory, finding neither limit to, 
nor punishment of their excesses. The general 
—style <rf' living is luxuHous. Houses are ele- 
gantly furnished. The ball-room, at Davis's 
hotel, I have never seen exceeded in splendour. 
Private dwellings partake of the same character j 
and the ladies dress with expensive elegance. 
The sources of public amusement are numerous 
?ind varied ; among them I remark die following : 

' « INTERESTING EXHIBITION. 

" On Sunday the 9th inst. will be represented in the 
" place where Fire-works are generally exhibited, near 
" the Circus, an extraordinary fight of Furious Animals. 
" The place where the animals will fight is a rotunda of 
" U>0 feet in circumference, with a railing 17 feet in 
** height, and a circular gallery well conditioned and 
" strong, inspected by the Mayor and surveyors by him 
" appointed. 
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" Ist Fight ^-^K strong Attakapas Bullj attacked and 
*fc gubdued by six of the strongest dogs of the country. 

« 2d Fight — Six Bull«dogs against a Canadian Bear. 

" 3d Fight — A beautiful Tiger against a black Bear. 

" 4th Fight — Twelve dogs against a strong and fa- 
" rious Opeloussas Bull. 

*^ If the Tiger is not vanquished in his fight with the 
^^ Bear, he will be sent; alone against the last Bull, and 
'^ if the latter conquers all his enemies, several pieces of 
*^ fire-works will be placed on his back, which will pro- 
« duce a very entertaining amusementy^ 

^^ In the Circus will be placed two Manakins, which, 
^^ notwithstanding the efibrts of the Bulls, to throw them 
^' down, will always rise again, whereby the animals will 
" get fiirious. 

*^ The doors will be opened at three and the Exhibi* 
^* tion begin at four o'clock precisely. 

^^ Admittance, one dollar for grown persons and 
** . 50 cents for childrto. 

*^ A miUtary band will perform during the Exhibitiom 

^^ If Mr. Renault is so happy as to amuse the specta- 
^^ tors by that new spectacle, he will use every exertion 
*« to diversify and augment it, in order to prove to a 
*< generous public, whose patronage has been hitherto 
*^ so kindly bestowed upon him, how anxious he is to 
« please them." 

I visited the theatre : it is an dd buildings 
about two-thirds the size of the little theatre in 
the Hay-market. The play was " John of 
/* Calais,*' well performed by a French com- 
pany to a French audience. At a tavern op* 
posite, I witnessed a personal conflict, in which 

T 3 
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I supposed one of the parties was dirVd. These 
thingd are of every-day occurrence ; and it is not 
often that they are taken cognisance of by the 
aK>lice. 

I was present at a criminal trial : the pleadings 
were a mixture of French and English* The jury 
consisted of ten French, and two Americans. 
The counsel were equally divided, being two of 
each language : the judge was American. The 
French counsel requested leave to quote the code 
Napoleon, which was granted^ on condition that 
he should explain to the French part of the 
jury that it was not law, and that he adduced 
it on the same principle that he would the 
works of a poet, merely to illustrate his ideas. 
The English law is the law of Louisiana, with 
such additions as local circumstances have ren- 
dered necessary ; one of which that was cited 
upon this occasion, is a law against " biting 
" off the ear, the nose, tearing out the eyes,'' &c. 
I was proceeding to remark upon the condi- 
tion of negroes in Louisiana, but an official docu- 
ment, lying before me upon the subject, I pre- 
fer forwarding to you, without note or com- 
ment, except to observe that such regula- 
tions as these exist in spirit throughout nine 
at least, if not elei^&n taort of the State rcr 
l^ublics! 
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/« CITY COUNCIL OF NEW ORLEANS. 

^^ An of'dinance in relation to slaves in the city and sub- 
" tirbs of New Orleans^ as also in the neighbourhood 
" thereof^ and to no other persons herein mentioned. 

The City Council ordains as follows : 

^ Art, 1. No slave or slaves within the city and 
" suburbs pf New Orleans, and the neighbourhood 
** thereof, shall have, hold, occupy, reside or sleep in 
** any house, out-house, building or enclosure, other 
" than his or her owner's, or his or her owner's repie- 
** sentatives, or of the person whom he is or they are 
" serving for hire, without first obtaining a ticket or 
♦^ tick^B from his, ha*, or their owner or owners, 
" expressly describing the place which such slave or 
" slaves is or are allowed respectively to occupy, re- 
" side, or sleep in, and specifying also the time during 
*' which the aforesaid permission or permissions is or 
*« are granted ; and every slave holding, occupying, re* 
^< siding or slewing in any house, out-house, buildii^ 
>< or enclosure, without obtaining the permission afor^- 
" said, shall be committed to the jail by any officer of 
<* pcdice, or any other white person, there to receive 
f < twenty lashes^ on a warrant from the mayor, or from 
^ a justice of the peace, unless the owner or cnmers of 
^* such sUwe or slaves shall previously pay a Jine of Jive 
*< dsJhsiJ^r each ofthem^ mth all costs and charges^ -^ 
/-^T** Aht. 6>^ The assemblies of slaves for the purpose 
«^^ dancing or other merriment, shall take place only 
«< on Sundays, and solely in such open or public places 
« as shall be appointed by the Mayor, and no such 
<< assembly shall continue later than sunset, and all 
<< slaves who shall be found assembled together on any 
<' odia* day t^an Sunday, or whp, even on that day« 
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<< shall continue their dances after sunset, shall be taken 
<^ up by the officers of police, constables, watchmen or 
<^ other white persons, and shall be lodged in the public 
" jailf where they shall receive from 10 to 25 lashes, on 
" a warrant from the mayor or a justice of the peace ; 
*^ the clauses specified in the preceding article agaim^ 
** all owners or occupants of houses or lots, forming or 
<^ tolerating such assemblies on their premises, being in 
** fuU^irce against them. 

KArt.^ No person giving a ball to free people of 
" ^jurshall^ on any pretext^ admit or sifffer to be adr- 
<^ mitted to said ball any slave, on penalty of a Jine from 
^^ \^to 50 doUarSy and any slave admitted to any such bally 
" skaUrecdve 15 lashes. 

^^ Art. 8. Every slave, except such as may be bUnd 
^^ or infirm, who shall walk in any street or open place 
" with a cane, club, or other stick, shall be carried to 
'* the police jail, where he shall receive 25 lashes, and 
^* shall moreover forfeit every such cane, club or other 
*^ stick, to any white perscm seizing the same^ and everf^ 
*^ slave carrying any arms whatever, shall be puhUied 
*< in the manner prescribed by the Blade Cod€ of this. 
« state. 

Art. 9. If any slave shall be guilty of whooping or 
*' hallooing any where in the city and suburbs, or of 
** making any clamorous noise, or of singing aloud any 
** indecent song, he or she shall for each and every such 
" offeiK^e, receive at the police jail, on a warrant from 
" the mayor, or any justice of peace, a number of 
" 20 lashes or stripes, and if any such offence be com- 
*^ mitted on board any vessel, the master or commander 
" thereof shall forfeit and pay a sum of 20 dollars for 
" each and every such offence. 

<*vArt. lO/y Every slave wio shall be guilty of dis" 
" ^ ^^ iawa rdsjmy lohite pers&n, or s hall msiM _€afSi 
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^^ free yerson^ shall receive 30 lashes^ upon im order from 
^* the mayor,. (H* justice of the peace. 

" Art. 13. The present ordinance shall be printed 
^^ in the usual Gazettes, and shall moreover be published 
** by drum-beat, within the city and suburbs twice a 
^' week during fifteen days, and once every month, after 
f< that time. 

J. SOUUEy Recorder. 

" Approved, October 15 th, 1817-. 

« AUG. MACARTY, 

" Nov. 3. Mayor." 

Provisions are of very bad quality, and most - 
enormously dear. Hams and cheese from Eng- 
land, potatoes, butter, and beef from Ireland, 
are common articles of import. Cabbages are 
now ten-pence per head ; turkeys, three to five 
doUars each. Rents are also very extravagant. 
Yet to all men whose desire only is to be richj 
and to live a short life but a merry one, I have 
no hesitation in recommending New Orleans. 

Proposing at once to transport you to the city 
from which part of this is written, that of Wash- 
ington, I have only now to take a general retro- 
spect of the country which I have left behind. It 
would be useless to fill up a chasm, which will be 
thus left in my narration. I am become morally 
certain, that the intervening States afford no spot 
which either you or any conscientious friends of 
rational liberty could make your residence. Witb 
regard, then, to the western country generally, 1^ 
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me first observe upon the strong evidence which it 
affords of increasing national wealth, strength, 
and population. This, indeed, is striking to a de- 
gree which has been the subject of astonishment 
in various ways. The rapid ratio of its increase, 
the maturity of its establishments, the ignorance 
of realjreedcm among the people, the immense 
advantages resulting from an enlightened poli- 
tical constitution, and the probable future con- 
dition of this part of the American continent, 
are all themes calculated to excite speculation, 
and each affords abundant sources for reflection. 
Throughout the western country, there are 
many men of real, but more of fictitious capi- 
tal. In their occupations they are not confined 
to any one particular pursuit, the same person 
often being farmer, store and hotelJceeper, land- 
jobber, brewer, steam-boat owner, and slave- 
dealer. In their characters they bear evidence 
of this diversified, though, I think, but in few 
instances able application of talent. Hiey talk 
much of American genius^ persuading themselves 
that because they were bom on this contiiient, 
there is prepared for them, in every department 
of knowledge, a royal road. All are specula* 
tors ; and each man anticipates making a for- 
tune, not by patient industry and upright conduct, 
but by " a lucky hit.'' Should he be disappointed, 
the consequences must, of course, fall upon his 
creditors J but neither those xidio suflfer by *!S 



MERCHANTS AND TRADERS. 283 

f^iUirev noi? his neighbours, nor himself, attach 
to him toy kind cf disrespect for the trans- 
action. *I witnessed some whose success had 
been astonishing, both as to amount, and the ra- 
pidity with which it had been collected ; as, 
indeed^ must ever l?e the case with a lipeculating 
people in Hn^ti> country, particularly in one un- 
bordened with taxes, and in which the habits of 
trade are yet unsettled* Merchants and tmdes- 
men Jjear little or no similitude to those of Eng- 
land : their diversified pursuits, and migrating 
character^ cause them to possess more general^ 
but lehf^ particular and substantial knowledge. 
The impression which they convey on first ac- 
quaintance, is that of being well-informed, and 
- comparatively enlightened ; but this wears off 
upon more intimate acquaintance, if^ at least, by 
the expressions well-informed and enlightened 
we Bhould imply men of reading or of thought, 
tHen possessed of sound information, who take 
lar^ views, • who feel liberally towards men 
of dppi^site sentiments, and attached to the ge- 
nend cause c^ human happiness t looked at in 
this point of view, they are, in truth, any thing 
but enlightened. This order of men, the mer- 
chant and tradesman, here generally (Compose 
the second^ soi^e of them rank in the first class 
of ^ciety. Though residing in a republic, they 
ape, m feet, more really aristocratic than English- 
iifteti fiitjiilsutfyisfreumstm^ The mechanic in 
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this country is. naturally an important character, 
the more so if the town or settlement in which 
he resides be of recent establishmenK If in- 
dustrious and economical, his earnings, soon 
place him on an equality with the second-rate 
tradesmen ; and should he feel disposed for 
agriculture, and be willing to forego the comforts 
erf a town life, he may purchase a tract of land, 
which, if judiciously selected, will in the course 
of twenty years make him a rich man. I saw 
many families in this part of the Union in rags 
and wretchedness : but there is this peculiarity 
about American poverty — it seems free from 
anxiety, exhibiting a total carelessness about the 
future, and apparently leaving the morrow to 
provide for itself. 

ToimSi which are of any importance, , are not 
what we understand by " country towns ." they 
are miniature cities, containing numerous first- 
rate brick buildings, all new, very neat in their 
cixterior, and always high rented. Toi^n pro- 
perty is as high as in Philadelphia, and more so 
than in London. The tide of emigration, it 
should be observed, is eternally, changing its 
course. The attractions of Ohio are now lost 
in those of Missouri, Alabama, and Illinois. 
Lexington was, a short time since, the general 
magnet : its advances towards prosperity have 
now, however, ceased to be rapid, and property, 
there has become stationary in value, whilst at 
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Louisville it is rising prodigiously. This last- 
mentioned place, with St. Louis on the Missouri, 
promise* to be ranked among the first towns in 
the western States. Provisions in the country- 
are cheap, and groceries and clothing enor- 
mously high in price. In towns, 05 per cent. 
may be added to the former, and the same, per- 
haps, deducted from the latter ; though, at the 
lowest market, you would be surprised at the 
charges, arising from the high price of laboiu*, 
combined with the extraordinary fact, that the 
crockery, hardware, linens, cottons, and wool- 
lens, which fill the log-stores of even the most 
remote parts in the wilderness,' are imported 
from Great Britain, 

BankSj as I have before remarked, are ex- 
tremely numerous. They afford, to an unlimited 
extent, all the facilities within the possible ca- 
pacity of an immense paper currency. But 
still even this species of capital is rarely em- 
ployed in agriculturalpursuits : it is engrossed 
by town lots, building, steam-boats, and mill 
seats ; in any of which occupations there is cer- 
tainly a profitable opening for the European 
capitalist. 

A^ithout further dwelling on this country, or 
on my journey, I shall now at once take you to 

WASHINGTON. 

It has been so iashionable with iiatives, as 
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well as foreigners, to ridicule the federal city, 
that I had anticipated' the reality of Moore's 
description of 

*• This famed metropolis, where fancy sees 
" Squares in morasses, obelisks in trees." 

But in this I was pleasingly disappointed. 

The river Potowmac, sit this place, is only na- 
vigable for small craft near its banks., Besides 
the Potowmac, the River " Tiber*' runs through 
the city; its stream is about the width of 
the Paddington canal. The ridiculous, though 
characteristic vanity displayed in altering it 
from the original name of " Goose Creek,*' 
to that of the Tiber, has been happily exposed 
by Moore. 

The President's palace, and the Capitot, si- 
tuated on opposite hills, are the chief public 
buildings, both of which were nearly destroyed 
by the buccaneering incursions of our country- 
men, who acted, perhaps, agreeably to their 
orders, but certainly in opposition to the feel- 
ings, judgment, and character of the British 
people. These buildings are now rapidly rising 
into increased splendour. The Capitol, in which 
are both houses of the legislature, and several 
public offices, stands on a bank of the Po- 
towmac, seventy feet above the level of that 
river : it as yet consists of but two wings, in- 
tended to be connected by a centre, surmounted 
by a dome. The architect is Mr. Latrobe : 
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-Itk the ioteraal ciMistruction of this buUdii^, he 
has not evinced even a common knowledge erf 
what contributes to convenience, and still less to 
el^ance of appearance. The apartments are 
small, crowded, and without unity of desi^ : 
the exterior, when completed, will, however, 
produce a really grand effect. Some of the pil- 
lars are of a native marble, of a peculiarly novel 
and beautiful description, bearing some resem- 
blance to the finest specimens of mosaic. The 
Americans, however, are not content with the 
productions of their own countiy : they have 
made large imports from Italy, of its most ex- 
pensive marble ; and so anxious is even the 
President himself for " foreign ornament," that 
he has imported chairs at one hundred dollars 
each, though the cabinet-makers ^f Baltimore 
would have equalled, and I believe surpassed 
them in every particular, at the priqe erf sixty 
dollars! 

The Pr^ident's house is at the opposite awl 
of " Pennsylvania Avenue," commanding a most 
beautiful prospect. On each side of it standa a 
large brick building j one of which is the trea- 
sury, the other the war and navy oflSces. These 
are to be connected with the palace, which, 
when completed, would form an ornament even 
to St. Petersburgh itself. Upon a second visit 
to the Capitol, I explored nearly all its recesses. 
Marks of the late conflagration are still very apr 
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psurent, while the walls bear evideiK^ <^ public 
opinion in relation to that transaction, which 
seems to have had the singular fate of casting 
disgrace upon both the Americans and British. 
JSome of the pencil drawings exhibit the mili- 
tary commander hsmging upon a U'ee % others re- 
•present the President running ^off without his hat 
(XT wig ; some, Admiral Cockbum robbing hen- 
roosts : to which are added such inscriptions as, 
<^The capital of the Union lost by cowardice;'' 

*< Curse cowards j'' "A sold the city 

" for 5000 dollars ;'* " James Madison is a ras- 
** cal, a coward, and a fool ;'* " Ask nojques- 
« tions," &c. 

The post-office is a large brick building, situ- 
fiKted at about equal distances from the president's 
^ouse and the Capitd. Under the sameiroof is 
the patent*office, and also the national liiirary, 
for the use of members of congress. In^ the ftnst 
of these departments, I witnessed upwards of 
xune hundr^ specimens of native mechanical 
genius. This would appear to afford decisive 
proof, that Americans are not deficient ^ in in- 
. ventive talent, though it cannot be extensively, 
or with profit, called into action, until your 
little island ceases to be. the universal workshop. 
The library is small, consisting of but iSeOO 
vdumes; but it is .select and well chosen^ and 
mcludes various classes of literature, having 
been the prpperty of Mr. JeflPerson, for which 
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he obtaiiied from the United States- 20,000 
doUars* The former library, containing /rom 
7 to 8000, was, destroyed by our enUgktehed 
countrymen. So great has been^ at some 
periods, the depredatio«i <^ property in this city, 
t^at in 1802, what had originally cost 200,000 
dollars, was sold for 25,000. This decay con- 
tinued to go on, until the visit of General Ross, 
and the subsequent signature of peace : since 
that time it seems to haye risen, like the phoenix 
from the flames, and is on<^ more partially in- 
creasing in prosperity. There are now a num- 
ber of two ind three story brick buildings, none 
of which are uninhabited j and also some small 
wooden houses, though, according to the ori- 
ginal plan, none were to be built less than three 
9t<»ries high, and all to have marble steps. But 
the childish folly of this scheme was soon sub- 
verted by the natural course of events^ and 
though the existence of •• lower orderSj* even 
in the capital of the r^ublic, may not accord 
with the vanity of its legislators, they ought to 
be t(^» that neither jvosperity nor population 
can be possessed by any nation, without a due 
admixture of the natojtral classes of society. 
r.' The population of Washington city is- about 
dPOO; of Georgetown, 6000; of Alexandria, 
SQpO ; and of all other parts of the district of 
Columbia, 7000 ^ makjing a total of 30,000. 
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AieMfidria^ which is «eveti mites frbm -ftife-eity^ 
tfiay be considered the sea-port. GeorgefS^don is 
the residence of shopkeepers, and fP'osMr^on 
the dep6t for oflBce-hoMers, place-hunters, aSnfd 
boiarding-house keepers ; none of whom wotflfl 
appestr to be in possession of too much df this 
world's goods* Between these three divisions 
of this district there exists condid^^le jea- 
lousy. ' 

F^IC£S« &c. 

There are three market-houses in Washington, 
and I believe, four -market days per week. 
Negroes are the chief sellers. The supplies at 
this time are neither good nor various. Beef ii^ 
from 4|d. to 6|d. per pound ; pork the same; 
potatoes, 5s. 4Jd. per bushel j bread, 2d. p6r 
pound; beer, 6^d. perbotde; milk, 5|d. per 
quart ; tea, 4s. 6d. to 13s. 6d. per pound ; c^Sde, 
lS|d. to l€d. ; sugar, from 54s. to 90s. per 
hundred. Rents are as high as elsewhere. 
Mechanics are fully employed, and well paid* 
Shopkeepers are too numerous, And none of 
ttem remarkably successfuL British goods 
^<iabound, as in every other part of America. 
When I had been here a few hours, I went to 
a store to purclmse a pair of worsted gloves: 
they were xrfthe commonest kind, sutth to a*^ 
sold in Lbnrdon at 8s. 6d. per dozen. The pric^ 
was half a dollar per pair, I presented a Phila- 
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delphia one dollar note ; it would not be taken 
without a discount of 2| per cent I theuten« 
dared a Baltimore bank, of the same amount* 
Tim being one hundred miles nearer was ac^ 
oq>ted. The store^keeper had no silver change ; 
to remedy which, he took a pair of scissors and 
divided the note betweea us : I enquired if the 
haU' would pass, and being answered in tfas 
affirmative, took it without hesitation, knowing 
the want of specie throughout the country, and 
being previously familiarized with Spanish 
dollars cut into every variety of size. I now 
find that demi-notes are a common circulatktg 
medium. Capital is generally wanted, though 
my enquiries do not lead me to believe that it 
can be employed here with any thing more than 
ordiniiry advantage. The increase, of the federal 
city cannot be rapid.. Here is fine natural 
sc0nery, but no decixiedly great natural advaur 
tages; HtUe external comooberce^ a barren soil, 
a sc^ty. population, enfeebled too by the deadly 
weight of absolute slavery, and no direct meau^ 
of communication with the Western couutry. 
For the apparently injudicious selection of such 
a spot, upon which to raise the capitalof a great 
nation, several reasons are given. Some have even 
gone so far as to attribute to Gen. Washington 
the influence of pecuniary interest, his property 
being in the neighbourhood. But the most com- 
mon {irgument adduced in support of the cjioicf 
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^ is d»t it 18 central, or radier that it was so ; fat 

the recent addition of new States has removed ther 
centre very fer west, so much so indeed, dmt^ 
die inhabitants of Lexington affirm, that tiieh* 
town must on that ground soon become the 
cqntal ; and even the people of St. Louis, in 
die Missouri, put in their claim, that city be^ 
ing said to be geographically the exact centre 
of tiie Union. But assuming that Washicigtonf 
were central, I do not see much validity in the 
argument } — •■ at least if* we are to be influenced in 
oar judgment by any country in the old world — 
where is the important nation, whose capital is 
placed exactly in the centre of its dominions ? 
Spain is perhaps the only country which can b^ 
adduced, and no very favourable conclusion 
can be drawn from such an instance : thoogh 
unquestionably if rivers and soil, if roads and 
canals, all united to recommend that sitaatiMi 
it would be in some other respects extreoidy 
convenient ; but this not being the case, tbe 
knowledge of Euclid must be dispensed with 
for something of more practical, though perhi^ 
more vulgar utiHty. 

iThere may be other objections to this capital : 
among them I would venture to suggest, that 
the legislators, and rulers of a nation, ought to 
reside in that city which has the most difect 
communication with all parts of their country, 
isnd of llie world at large ; they ought to see 
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with Hhwc own eye^ and bear with their <39na 

^ifs» without which, though pospt^s^ed of ^thf^ 

he£^ intent^ns» they must, oflen be in eiTf^N 

Newspaper communications, letters and i^nth 

are. but substitutes, and sometimes very pa<^ 

ones; besides which, I conceive that mereexj^* 

dients should not be admitted in national legi^* 

l^on« Unless tiiis city increases with a ra- 

p^ty unsanctioned by the most sapguiqe f^iti^ 

cip^tion, the American lawmakers will be half 

a century behind what they \ifould become by a 

residence in New York or Philadelphia. Anotl^ 

objection to Washington may suggest itself tq 

Bome minds, in its neighbourhood to Virginia* 

The ^ Virginian dynasty/' as it has been called^ 

k ^ subject of general, and I think very just, 

complaint throughout other parts of America. 

This State has supplied four of the five presi- 

ckmts> and ajso a liberal number of occupant^ 

of every other government oflSce. The Vi^gi* 

mans very modestly assert, that this monopoly 

does not proceed from corrupt influence, but i^ 

a consequence of tiie buoyancy and vigoui; 

of their natural talent. Without entering into 

the ccmtroversy, whether or not seventeen States 

lOan supply a degree of ability equal to that 

of Virginia, single-handed, I must express n^ 

want of' respect for a State in which eyery man 

is either a slave-holder, or a defender of slavery-?- 

a^ State in which landed property, is not att^cl^ 

able for debt--a State in which human beings 
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are sold in the streets by the pciblie atiction^r, 
are flogged without trial at the mercy <rf their 
owner or his agents, and are killed almost ^tii- 
out punishment; — yet these men dare to call 
themselves democrats, and friends of liberty ! — 
from such democrats, and such friends of liberty, 
ffood Lord deliver us ! 

^ The customs of society at this season, diTOr, 
I presume, in some degree, from those portions 
of the year when congress is not sitting. Tea 
parties, and private balls, are now very frequent* 
Mr, Bagot, the English ambassador, and his 
lady, are particularly assiduous in their attentions 
to all classes, and maintain a strict conformity 
with the habits of the place. Their cards of invi- 
tation are left at my boarding-house for different 
gentlemem every day. The speaker (Mr. Clay) 
gives public periodical dinners. A drawing- 
room is held weekly at the President's house: 
it is generally crowded. There is little or no 
difficulty in getting introduced on tb^se occa- 
sions. Mr. Munrbe is a very plain, practical man 
of business. The custom is shaking, and not 
the degrading one of kissing, hands. Con*- 
versation, tea, ice, music, chewing tobacco, and 
excessive spitting, afford employment for the 
evening. The dress of the ladies is very elegant, 
though that of the gentlemen is too frequently 
father ungentlemanly. 

< The theatre is a miserable buildings. I have 
attended several representations itt it by the 
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sapie cpiijfiw^ ifjiwit l3aw whw in Kttabw^b* 
Iji^e^n has b^e^ here-^tbe Waabingtou critics 
t^k \im too viilgar, a^d also ^ indifferenl 

In this city I witnessed also the exhibitions 
of Sema Soma, the Indian juggler, from London. 
My chief attention was directed to the audience; 
theic disbelief of the possibility of performing 
the numerous feats advertised, and t^eir incon- 
ceiveable astonishment at witnessing the actual 
achieyement, appeared extreme, — approaching 
almost to childish wonder and astonishment. 

The few private families to which I have had \ 
introductions, do not evince a more accurate 
knowledge of th^t English word comfort than I 
have remarked elsewhere ; indeed, I would class 
them a century inferior to Boston and half a cen- , 
tury behind New York. The boarding-houses 
^nd inns partake of the same characteristics. I 
ilrftt ^plied at the chief, .which is Davis's In. 
dian Queen tavern : most of the door-handles 
aifi broken; the floor of the coffee-room is 
^strewed with bricks and mortar, caused by the 
crumbling of the walls and ceiling ; and the cha- 
wcter of the accommodations is in unison with 
this unorganized state of thing?: the changes \^ 
are ai hi^ as at the very first London hotel. ^ 

Mr^ Law, brother of Lord EUenborough, re- 
sides here, and is the owner of numerous houses. 
Mr. H— — 9 a Lancashire cotton-bleiicher and 
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friend of Mr. Cobbett, has ktelj anqgratedi W 
this cdnntry, and has been recently here, aa- 
deavouring to induce this government to lay 
double duties on all British goods; what his 
success has been I have not learned. 

Observing the following statements in the 
Philadelphia Aurora, I forward them to you, as 
shewing Mr. Cobbett's impressions of the F6nn- 
sylvanian government. 

<< TROM THE HARRI6BURG ORACLE. 

« THE CASE OF WILLIAM COBBETT. 

" While the subject was before the senate on Tues- 
^* day and Wednesday last, considerable discussion took 
<( place, advocated chiefly by Mr. Lowrie, and opposed 
^< by Messrs. Reed of Westmoreland, C« Smith, Reed 
<< of Philadelphia, and B. R* Morgan. And on the 
^< question of agreeing- to the resolution, it was i^efp^ 
<« tivcd. — Ayes 9. Nays 20. 

^ Immediately after this decision, Mr. Cobbett, who 
^ was present during the debate, walked iip to the 
<< speaker's diair and handed the foUowiB^ to the 
*^ speaker, which was read and laid oq the Ubl% 

^< To the Honourable the Senate and Hottse of lEUprt- 
^ seniatives of the Commonwealth qf Pemughxmia^ 
^ in General Assembly met* 

" The petition of William Cobbett, an En^lshman, 
« thb 19th day of February, 1818, 

** MOST RE8PECTFUIXT SflBWBTH : 

" That your petitioner has heard with inexprmStie 
^^ surprise that the senate of the commonwealth' has re- 
^< jected the petition lately presented to that honourable 
<< body by your petitioner ; that seeing the flagrant enor- 
f^ mity of the injustice of which he con^Iain^, he con- 
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^ fidently hcpafi that stteh rejectioB Imm arinii fionr 
^ some great misundentanding. as to the drcnmitin<?eg 
^ of the case; that he, therefore, most respectfully, but 
^ most earnestly, prays that the honourable senate will, 
** without loss of time, be pleased to permit him to ap~ 
^< pear in person at the bar of their honourable hous^ 
^< there to support the prayer of bis said petition ; that 
** he feels the more confidence in the making of thit 
^ respectful request, since it appears that his petition 
** has been opposed upon arguments drawn from the 
** laws and usages of England, where similar requests, 
^ under similar circumstanees, are^ nev^ jrefuted ; and 
^ he finally b^ leave lo be permitted; to stale (wbicb 
<< be does with the most profound respect) that a sense 
" of duty towards his beloved country and his sovereign, 
^ his love of truth and justice, his attachment to real 
^ and his hatred qfsham fieedom^ are the principal mo- 
^ tives of this his most respectful petition. 

" Wm. Cobbett* 

<< to the epitor of the aurora* 

<< FMladMifhiih ^^ tebrmryi 1S18. 

<* Sin, r^ I ha^e. tread, in tbe Democratic JPr^ss of dik 
<< day, an a^rticle, .purporting to be an * extract of a 
<< letter from Harrisburg;' in which extract it is said, 
^* that, after that mo9t bpnourable body, the senate, had 
*< refused to hear me at its bar, in support of my peti«» 
^ tton, anoltiier petition was presented by me to the 
<< house of representatives; that this .petition was, by 
^ some of the members, thqi^ht * to co^ a refiecUotk 
** on th^p^iiical imiiMicwf of this country; but that, 
<< the subject was an important one^ and that, < if the 
<< individual could he/orgotteni it would, perhaps, be 
^^ vietoed in a diffare/ot light! 

** TIus,^Sir,. ia a priltj^eQVt^of Anffle indaedl S<h 
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«« becaiwe I cmnpWn of great and thdckioe i»jii«fc^ 
« suffered by me, under these iii8tili]rtioiis, I am to be 
*< accused of casting reflections on the institutions them- 
« selves, and, on the ground of that accusation^ my claim 
« is to be rejected ! — This mode of arguing is ajinisket- 
« as to all petitions for redress of grievances, No^ no, 
« Sir ! It is not the < individual concerned' that Beeds to 
<< he ^ forgotten: Say, rather, the sia: thousand three 
« hundred and seventy three doUars. If these could be 
^ forgotten, the writer of the extract would^ I fancy, 
« view the matter in the right light in a moment. 

« It is impossible. Sir, for this stain on the govcarn- 
« ment of the state to be wiped away without the doing 
^ of complete justice. I can perceive^ clearly enoi^h, 
« what some persons think will do. They are gently 
^ preparing th^ way for hudiing the people by recom- 
^ mending an act to prevent the like injutvre ; and thu% 
<« to keep the dollars^ and, at the same time, as they 
*^ imagine, to remcwe the odium. You remember, I 
<< dare say, the story of La Fontaine's Nun, who, having 
<< had one bastard, became a virgin for the arest of her 
^Mifel 

<« I am. Sir, 

** Your most humble, 

** And most obedient servant, 

« Wm. Cobbett." 

]Vf r. H. informs me that he was wHh Mr. C. at 
Harrisburgh ; that Mr. C. declares tliat dtmog 
the several years which he resided neaf the 
Treasury in London, he did not witness so much 
bribery, corruption, and place-hunting as he had 
seen intone week in Pennsylvania j that the 
members of the legislature w^ei^ engaged in 
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Jt^e Qxeept tfrnokingi drinkingi and gambling ; 
and that he could certainly have carried his 
point had he condescended to bribe. In all these 
opinions Mr. H. joins his friend. 

Although I cannot go the length of Mr. H. 
and Mr, Cobbett in their wholesale censures, 
peiiiaps from not having had the same oppor- 
tunities with them of forming a judgment, yet 
I have become acquainted with facts in Wash- 
ington which no man could have induced me to 
believe without personal observation. 

MANUFACTURES OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The object of Mr. H.'s visit to the capital is 
one of high national importance, and in which I 
should have individually felt much interested at 
an earlier period of my acquaintance with this 
country ; but I am now, after the most deliberate 
examination, convinced, that our Yorkshire and 
Leicestershire friends could not profitably suc- 
ceed as manufacturers. This opinion is amply 
borne out by memorials to Congress from vari- 
ous parts of the Union, and in these documents 
it is essential to remark that the request is not 
for Government to erect new establishments, 
^t to protect those which are in existence from 
utter ruin. The memorial from Oneida county, 
in the State of New York, contains the following 
striking pass^es : 
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" A Memorial presmted to ibeSmate qf the 
" United States^ Janmry 7. 1»18. 

^ To the Honourable the Senate a«id Hoc»e of 
« Representatives of the United States, in 
*« Congress assembled, the Petitimi of the 
« Inhabitants of the County of OnekU^ - in 
" the State of New York, as well Manufeic- 
« turers as Others, 

« RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH : 

*< That the above county contains a grestter 
<« number of manufacturing establishments, of 
" cotton and woollen, than any county in the 
<* State, there being invested in said establish- 
<« ments at least 600,000 dollars. 

« That, although the utmost efforts have been 
** made by the proprietors to sustain those ^ta- 
« blishments, their efforts have proved fruitless, 
^ and more than three-fourths of the JacMHe^s 
<* remain necessarily closed, some of the prth 
*« prietors being wholly ruined, and others strUg^ 
** gUng under the greatest embarrassments. 

« In this alarming situation, we beg leai^ to 
♦* make a last appeal to the Congress df the 
« United States. While we make tfeis appeal, 
«* at the present crisis, the extensive elribarrass- 
^< ments in most of the great departments df 
** industry, as well as. the peculiar difficulty in 
" aflTording immediate relief to manufactui^rs, 
^ are fiilly seen and appreciated. ¥et your 
«< petiti(»iers cannot believe tibat U^ lepAiitktb 
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^ 0^ th6 Union ifrill reniain an indiffisi^ent spec- 
" tator of the mde-spread rmn of their fellow^ 
^Scifn^ft^, and locdc on, and see a great branch 
*♦ of imliistryy of the utmost importance in every 
^Vcommonity, prostrated. under circumstances 
<< fatal to all future attempts at revival, without 
<* a further effort for reKef. We would not 
" magnify the subject, which we now present 
" to Congress, beyond its just merits, when we 
^< state it to be one of the utmost importance to 
<* the future interests and welfare of the United 
«^ SUtes. 

<* We hope to find excuse in the importance 
<* of the subject, for submitting to theconaider^^ 
>< lUion of Congress the following principles of 
55 political economy, which have been adopted 
^f by the most enlightened governments, and are 
f^ deemed not altogether un^plicable to the 
<^ United States. 

. ** Tfmt the pubUc goad requires qfgofvemment 
<* to restrain, ly dvHes, the importation qf arti^ 
.^<* eles which may be produced at home, and to 
\\.mmaffacture as much as possibk of the rai» 
** umierial of the countri/. ) 

" That the branches of indusiri/ particularly 
^^ necessarjf or us^fid to tiie independence qf the 
<* community ought to he encouraged hy gwem^ 
« ei«f. 

, << Thaf the most disadvantageous commerce is 
M^Jhat phkA e^hanges . the ram mmkriai for 
<* manufa/ctured goods. 
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<« l^dt anjf nation who should open its poris to 
<* aU foreign importations, mtheut a nec^Ocdl 
<« primlege, wotdd soon be ruined iy the Mkmce 
^^ of trade. 

" The policy of Great Britain, in suppoort d£ 
" which, no wars, however bloody, no expa^e, 
" iowever enormous, are too great a sacrifice, 
" ought never to be lost sight of by the United 
" Stsites. That nation jwrames to nutm^bcturd 
^< Jfr all nations, but mU re(xwe the manufactures 
« of none. 

<* But let no one imagine that a general ^stem 
«< of mamfactures is now proposed to be mtro- 
^* duced into the United States. We would be 
" understood as limiting our views to the manu- 
•< factories already established; to save those which 
" hafve not already fidlenj from the n»n which 
« threatens them. 

« It might have been expected, that the pre- 
« Mnt fallen cooidition of manu^ctur^ would 
^' have soothed prejudice and d^rmed hostility. 
«. With all ttieir alleged war profits, there are 
« now nope so poor. Is it not seen, that the 
" destruction of the pcei^ent manufacliories nmst 
" inevitably produce the same evils of extrava- 
^* gimt prices in the event of a fiiture war, a^ 
♦^ ware experienced in the last. 

« It is objected, that the entire indiistiy. of 
<^ the country n^ foe most profitabl}? exerted 
" in clearing and cultivating our extended va^ 
** cant lands. But what does it avail the farwer, 
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^* wbeariieWierin thfe baliott from whidh i^ 
*« purchMes his g^oids or elsewhere, ca» he find 
•* «i market f^r his abundant crops. Beside 
** the diversion of labour from agriculture to 
*^ maQHlactui^es, is scarcely perceptible. Five 
^^ or six adults, with the aid of children, will 
" manage a cotton manufactory of two thousand 
*^ i^ndles. 

« From the ^glo^jay cjonditiori oif the manu^ 
" facturers, the min4 turning to another qiiar- 
*^ ter, is chieered with the brightest prospects 
" to others. In the more southern states, it is 
" believed, that the amount recdved, durii^ 
*^ the last year, from the export of two or three 
" articled ^' ^riadfairal pr^xJuce oply, exceeds 
** forty miUions of dollars.'* 

The manufacturers of Baltimore use not dis- 
similar language. 

The amounjt of capital, real or fictitious, said 
to ?haive betin ^mplc^yed (though I aspect er^o- 
nemisiy) ia manufacturing establishmente pte- 
viws to the late peace, is the following : 
Hats, . . - . ^2,000,000 

Iron, . . - . - 2,500,000 

Leather, . - . ^ 4,000,000 
Gmmx and Wool, . . - 10,000,000 
Spirituous Liquors, - - . S,<X)0,000 
Wood, - . . - . 500,000 

Soep, Candles, Tallow, Oil, Sugw,&c. 600,000 

22,600,000 



lV>tal amount (£ capital emfiofeA in att the 
manufactories of the United States Sa^600,G0(M. 
At present this must be greatly reduced ; per- 
haps even two-thirds would not be too large a 
deduction. Fine sites for cotton and wo^en 
iactcuries exist in every State which I have vib^d: 
the Falls of Pasaic, near New York, cannot, for 
such purposes, be exceeded. Mr. Casey, lately 
of Liverpool, is endeavouring to form a cotton 
twist establishment at this place. 

Much diversity ci opinion exists amount 
Americans as to the policy which it would be 
desirable their government should pursue with 
regard to domestic manufactures ; and it would 
^11 appear to remain an unsolvedquestJOBMdOng 
th^n, whether the strong arm of government 
should or should not^ in the [ures^t infant stage 
of the r^ublic, be held out to jnrotect asid en- 
courage those ertablishments, by the mual 
means of bounties on the one hand, and ilifties 
or prohibitions on the other? Mr. J^^^sob 
originally took the n^^tive side of thrill ques- 
tion : he wished Americans to remain a imtion 
of agriculturists, deprecating the lime when 
that people should be changed from ^^rdbs^t 
f^ and virtuous farmers, into deformed, sickly, 
^* and profligate manufacturers :" but it siould 
now seem, from his letter to the ** American 
" Society for encouraging MmvSKtnxeBy'' and 
also from another letter of his, inserted by Mr. 



MxHiah m a pamphlet iie has rocentl^t ^vmtten 
2ity I am informed, the dictation <^ Mr. Hidme, 
that he (Mr. J.) has ohan^d his opinions. 
: Hie general ailments against manufactures 
ac^ that their encouragement will enhance the 
price of dothing:. that this will operate as. a 
heavy tax Upon the whole community, for the 
ben^t of fa^it a few : Ihat the revenue of the 
United States wxHild be materially injured, as its 
chief supply is from duties: on imports : that in 
aalextensive country, with but a scimty popu- 
lation, it is most beneficial to direct the mass of 
labour to the clearing of new Ismds, and other 
agricultural pursuits i thatl^y sa doing they will 
make greater and more nqcNid advances in exl^nt 
of population and amount of national wealth; 
than by drawing off a part of their capital and 
Isdaour^ anddeTOting it to purposes of manofac-^ 
tare '^ more, e^ciaily while most of the artide^ 
wanted can. be imported from England 80 to 
^ pi^r cent, cheaper than k is possible for them 
to be produced within the »Union : that as la- 
bour is so high and land so cheap, there is an 
e^er^^Kistii^ inducement for men to leave fac- 
tories, and free themselves from masters, to be- 
come lords of their own domain ; and that thi:^ 
lias been unifwmly found to be the case, — ^thd 
$law advauoe ol* manufacf^ires, and the xonsei 
q\xexki high price of the articles having, been ^ 
e^Ural result of the situatmn of .the coamibty'i 
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I^birf^ in a wi^rd, it is die ttue isatafmt. o£ AmB* 
pea tb xcmtiooe supplying .Eairqpe yinik . raw 
material and with a^cultnrsd prodm^ both of 
which find there a certain nudcet, whfle labdur 
is fVom ^ to ^0 per cent. Uj^ier than in EnglaDcU 
and from 504:0 76 mme than on the JElurGpean 
€<mtinent 

QnihemanutKinxe^ side.of this trnly^g^eat 
national question is Mr. Be Witt OlintoB^ go^ 
vemor c^New Yoric : in a speech irbkfa has had 
few equals in comprehensive: and plniosephie 
riews, addressed to the legislatsire, ha li^didss 
the following able reflections : 

*^ The excessive importation of £ore%n &- 
** brics was the signal of ruin to institutioM 
" founded by enterprising industry reared 1^ 
^'beneficial aJcill, and identified with Ihe. ge- 
(' JUfnl wel&re. The raw materials of m», 
f< woollai, and c€rf;ton manufactures are abun* 
frdant, and those for the minor ami auxilisay 
" ones, cai^ in most cases, be procure at home 
'" with equal facility. Nothing is wanting to 
f^ desteoy foreign competition but Ae steaedy 
" protection of the government, and the piribllc 
1* spirit of the country. High dutfes, and pro- 
f^ hibiting provisions applied to fcceign prOcitoc* 
<f tions, affi)rd the most efficient et^ouragemMt 
^* to our mantifactures J and these measiires 
^^ appertain to the legitimate functions of theii%- 
^ timial government. -^ But much asay be done 
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'^ by the State gwermoeiiti by libefftl^ii€%oihttio« 
<c ^tt0ii9^ byjiidsdous exemptiofidi im4 bj^ th^ 
'' wjbole weigbt of its iitifluence ^ imd mu^h iftdre 
'< may be ticcoiiqyliifaed by ^bt spirit (^ the c$^-' 
^fioumit^. For I am petBuaded^ ^M if ^very 
^ ditiztm idio. adoftts tbe fabrios df other na- 
<< tions, would seriously ccmsider that ke ii tiot 
^-only paying tsxet^or tiie supp^n of im^eign 
^ govemmeats, but that be pattieipatei^ in tin- 
f^ dfitmining one of the m^n piMfi ef our 
*< pioduotiTe industry, he would iAiitate the 
l^.bMMiarable pramioe which y^^ hiive thiit day 
" eviticed in &voar of Ameri<:(an tnSntifactufes.^ 

Mf . Mellish. etandi^ forth pnomiiient in this 
ittwniiifinD ! Im picture of pr^teM diiMrei^, if 
wettibimded) would be truly deplorable. For 
snygelf, I have seen nothing in the district of 
l^iladelpfaia^ or indeed throughout AnHerica, 
irhich justifies his caloulationi *« that tlearfy one- 
^ fourth of the whole pOpnlation are engaged in 
•♦ .U0productive labour j'* but as I wish to put 
you iti possession of the materials from which I 
draw my conclusions, I forward you Mr. Mel- 
lisb's ideas in his own words : 

^ FailuHJes,*' he sayg, " intaumerable have 
<< taken, a»i are tsdcing, place; and the com- 
^ mereial character of the country is sunk and 
<• degraded in consequence. The surplus wealth 
*< of the country is drained off, to supped our 
^ 4ri¥i4fr in Britain j and, in many districts of 
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«< th.e cpuptry* a ^eat portion of tb6 jc^izda^ 
" are at a loss for employment! Ye3^ in this 
«« very country, this industrious population are 
«« absolutdy at a loss for something to do. It 
« is really p^nfiil to contemplate the picture^ 
" but contemplate it we must ; for in no^other 
<« w^y can we do justice to the subject. 

" Xhis melancholy picture pervades thecooa*^ 
« try throi^out, less or morej but it is very 
" prcM^inent on the Atlantic coast, and parti- 
" cukrly in and about the great commerciaJ 
" cities. It is calculated that, in Hiiladelphiar 
** city and county, at least 15,(XX) pec^e, aft 
" able and willing to work, are eill^r idle, .<m: 
*^ occi^ied in ^inproductive labour. . The piQ^ 
<< portion along the seabordis probably equal |o 
" this, through its whole extent j and hajf this, 
'' proportion may be the estimate for all die, 
" other parts of the country. , ^* 

, , ^\ This will give^ along the Atlantic coast, 

" about - - - - - IS0,00(> 

« And in other parts • - - 35Q,^0 

" Making a population, in all, who have r-[ 

' " either nothing to do, or are engaged 

" in unproductive labour, of - ' 50O,06i&' 
" Now, by looking at the last census of — — — 

« the U. Sr w€ Will see that the whole . 

« population is - - - 7,^^,9(03^ 
" Of these, the free white males, between 



« 



16 and 45, amount to - - 1,119,944 

'^Females - .... 1,105,8*^ 



« Total 2,225,768 
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•^^ 'Hris we may assume as the nuttiber of in- 
♦*^ habitants m the U. S^iit for productive labor; 
« and we find, that if the estimate of those who 
** are rendered unproductive by existing cir^. 
** dttmstances be correct, it amounts to nearly 
^^ one-fburth part of the whole V^ 

How these statements of want, of ruin, and of 
unproductive labour, can be reconciled with a 
rt>mance in two volumes, called, "Travels in 
^ America,** by the same author, I am at a lost 
to conjecture. It is not to be denied, that there 
may be individuals improfitably employed; but, 
I believe, there is no person in health, and dis- 
pm^ to labour, but what may, at this moinent, 
obtain advant^eous woit in America. To' con* 
elude, upon this subject of manufkctures, as far 
as I have been enabled to form an opinion, I 
sbdul^ iridine to think that it is^ not now the 
interest of the United States, artiflcisdly to en- 
oourage their giferwti, by granting them pecu^. 
liar advantages. It appears at any rate certain, 
that ]n4:he present state of things, none of* our 
iriends could engage in the cotton or* woollen 
eotoblbhrnents without a certainty of loss. 

vstehAi^ of the revolution. 

r havd been h%bly interested upon several 

occasions, by being ia company with some of 

^ vi^p^miis of the revolution. There is a 

timiimihmg in Ihe associaticms connected witk 
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t^t; immortal ctmse^ wluefa afktracfar hauoaSbly 
towarda tbode Who w^6 eitgs^ed in it> £s«iiiigs 
of respect— almost of reverence. The attention 
.^of the government ha» latdy been directed to- 
ward4 these mea in consequence of diseunions 
which have taken place in congreaa rabtm/ to 
ii?h»t is cjaUed " Revolutionary Claims :" diese 
elftiw are for monies advanced, or services fM^ 
djBrqdi which have never be^i repaid or rwom^ 
pwaed. The leader rf this poor hot sacred 
hmd of national crcadttsors^ is Genesal St:. C3air. 
This respectaUe veteran is now 80 jears dT age; 
he \tas the companion of WashingttMi, engaged 
in hk country^s sesrvice at the gloomiest periods 
of the revolution^ fought and bled in tbeeause 
i)f l^rty ; when the national finances ^vt^eboak^ 
nipt he advanced 1800 dollars (^ his ptivaifee 
ptoperty for the cottmon defence: tiiis smi^ has 
ns^er been repaid ; and in coDsequence of the 
acanty^ amount of his aannal intMae, he has 
been compelled to take up his ahode ii^ ^tihie 
wiWerncss. This aged patriolv with ck>tbe6 
?vhich mi^t ^seem fr<mi their appesitanee to 
have felt the effects of aH the seasons fof 4he 
last ten years, with flaxen hair, tottering limbs, 
a care-worn countenance, deej^ dejected from 
apposing his country ungrateful^ imd^'th one 
f9(^ in the grave, is now a petitioncB" tct that 
pe^lein whose service he q)ent hk-yoitt^ kJa 
treasure, .and his blood, aiding thety tti'4rti€«r 
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tant^A&m £mti mt^nal dwimicHi^ Mid in 
raaangdmn iiito a gvmt and an iikk|iead6ii| 
nflkion. .,...arr--r 

^- CONGRBSS* 

CoogreM being sitting, I haeve tevetal times 
attended tfaetr debates^ Their present place of 
meeting id a tempomy one : it wad dedgned^ I 
bcdKeve for an betel, and is in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the Capitols 

My firsd; Tkit to congrests (whioh assembled at 
11 o'dock in the momin^^ and ad|oi«iis at 4 
in the aft^noon) was to the senate^ This body 
ia at present comprised of forty members^ the 
Statea having increased i>om their i^'igiiial niMi^ 
ber of ^^een to tbat of twenty^ and each State^ 
regardkss of its population, sending two. The 
gsUefy is^ open to Mr mHiout orders Jfvm mem^ 
ier$f or ha^ a cre^tm ^ ^ d^r^keeper t tfie 
only £irm to be ebs^pved,^ u taking oifl^ the hat 
iti obedienee to a public notice to thateifect. 
The chairman's seat is central, imder a hand^ 
some caMtpy j the members ^e placed on rich 
scarlet cmAicms^ 4Om0 at double, ^id iome a^ 
sittgle desks. There are two large fired. The 
room is Carpeted^ as* is^ also the gallery. The 
forms of business are taken fromf those of our 
padiamettt, with a few minor edi^eeptions. Otte^ 
point of variation, at leasty from the Britidh senatJg, 
i«^4fa«t erery ^9p«ech is iq^pMcltitly list^ed tc^ and 
X 4 



312 .ASHATims; 

idl, wbetfaer ^ood or bad; whether marked by set* 
perioreKcellenoe or by unequalled dullness, seem 
regarded with equal apathy and complete lifeless 
endurance, neither applause nor censure b^ng 
allowed ; and it would not be an easy task to dis- 
cern which were felt, judging from tiie coonte- 
naoce« I have heard nearly all liieir tisual speaks 
ers^ . Mr. Otis, of Massachusetts, hR an eloquent 
man, but not remarkaUe^fbr solidity of reasoning: 
Mr.Rufus King is a true gentleman, and one 
whom I should conceive has not many, superiors 
among the pubUc men of any country, Mr.Bar- 
bouft called Governor Barbour, o£ Virginia, is a 
speaker who, p^aps, violates all the rules 6t 
theoretic oratory, but who, notwithstanding, 
poisessea an irresistible charm from his evident 
sipceri^y^ and ^e manliness of bis deportment, 
.whiqh, while it rivets the attention of his au* 
dience, compels them to love the object of tbefl: 
ftd^imtion. His countenance is one of that kind 
which, in a few minutes, enlists in its favour all 
t\^ .social afl^qtions, and you insensibly feel 
aapous and predisposed to take that side of the 
argument of which so apparently kind and able 
a flfian professes himself the advocate* A friend 
fi-pm Boston replied to some observations of 
mine concerning him, *♦ I entirdy agree with 
** you^in i-elation to Air. Barbour, — he is a mm 
<* in wluHn you cannot be deceived, he carries 
'' hia/b§%t itthis Imid.'' Tlmre tre^ in the 
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^eiJ^iftte, a groat |Mx^rt^0 of men <wf experioice^ 
of sound ability, aod who would do credit to 
any naticm upon earth. 

The Representative chamber is in the same 
buildiiig, and of about twice the e^ttent An 
admission to the ^Uery is equally eai^, and is 
also open to both s^iLes. This assembly conai^s 
of nearly two bundr^. Thejr want in appearance 
the age^ experience, dignity, and respectaWUty 
which w^ associate with the idea of legislators, 
ai|d which are possessed by the superior branch 
of the congress. The interior decorations of 
this ropm are marfeed by an inferiority to tho 
senate, whiph i^ ^ther anti-rqpublican. The 
mefubers sit on very common chairs, at un*^ 
paifited desks, which are placed in rows, the 
whole resembling a Lancaaterian school, thou^ 
without its regularity. Some two or three 
speakers regularly command attention ; others 
talk on as long as they please, the members being 
occupied in writing letters, and in reading o^ 
folding up newspapers. This is carried to such 
an extreme, that it appears fiiUy to jusitify the 
charge of Mr« Randolph, that '' the House of 
<< Representatives coi^isted only of a large 'C(A^ 
«* lection of printers* boys.** Spitting boxes ar$ 
phK^ At the feet of each membei;, and, con^ 
tr?ury to the practice of the Upper House, at 
piMie, men^ecs ^nd visitors wear their hats. I 
havQ been, present at numerous discussions^ 



aiHMg whidi were th^ aubjectt ^ *^ B^^lfr. 
*• tibnary Claifia3/^ •« aGetiersJ Bankr»pt Ml^^ 
and «* General St. Clair'6 aaim/* The latter 
wa§ the topic when I fl^t entered the gallery of 
this assembly. The fact of hi^having advanced 
1800 dollars of his private property for ttrttional 
{mrposes was proved by a receipt, ^ttcJstfng 
it at the titne, given by the next in command. 
I was surprised to find the question of repay- 
ment of this snm could be made a srubjc^ of 
debate, naturally coticluding that this powerful 
nation would not have suffered itself, even for a 
moment, to remain debtor to poor individuds j 
and that the mere fact of a reveJutio^ary ge- 
neral hating fallen into distress, only required to 
be known in order that he should be relieved. 
To my exti'eme surprise and regret, however, 
I was speedily undeceived. General St. Claires 
claim was so strongly opposed^ th^t I condtedSd 
it would necessarily be loirt. The arguments 
advanced by its advocates were, first, that tiffe 
money was due to him, a«d if not paM, the 
cotxntry were neither more nor less than swiriit 
lerS; and, secondly, that having been one t# 
their politi<?al saviours; they ought to* go hanrf and 
heart to pour oil and wine into his woUnds, and 
not to sirfTer his gray hairs to descend w?th sof- 
row to the grave. Iliese reasons met with 
the following mercenary, cold-blooded' argu- 
ments, in the way of repfy : — ^* General 



.^. St Clair.c eiUMJiy hie dttm» lyon our gcatt^ 
^^ tndt ^ and if tre could be directed by our 
^^ wishes, we should assent to the bill : but we 
>^ were not sent here bj onr ccmstituents to be 
<« governed by, or to legiidate according to our 
^« fedings^ The obtainxnent of our lib^rtieii 
^< aiso> wta certainly a Taluable acquiftitioci : 
^'InU: those are arguments foreign to thepre- 
^^ sent discussicMi. We have now g^ ear con- 
^^ stitutian, and how it was obtained is» at this 
<< time, a matter of little moment. We are not 
^^ eternally to be looking at the past : we are 
*^ waear. Jree : that is our main consideration : 
" our duty and true policy is to look at the fii-_ 
^ toise.^' The prominent leader of this side of 
the question was a man gifted with great vdlu- 
failsty of speedi, much self-importance in de* 
livery, con^derable occasional violence of man- 
ner, and who seemed to command much attend 
4aumf rather from the strengili of his Intigs, how- 
ever, than the solidity of his reasoning. Thia 
gpnttemaaa I found to be Mr. Heniy Clay, 
speaker. of the House of Representatives, an 
active man of business^ He is said to under- 
stand the forms of the house better tlian any 
xfther member. His manners are not exactfy 
gentlemanlyv His natwal talent I should sus«% 
peet tabe good, though but little cultivated, at 
leas« by present application* His mode of sqpeak^ 
-kig possesses strength, but is totsdly destitute 
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^either .ipf patiboe, or of logmt anBiigenSBt 
His argumjents agatBQStGreneral SLClzklthmm^ 
abl}r. refuted. It was proved to demoiiafasfeioii; 
tbaty although gratitude ought not to be ovmu 
looked, this datm was not of that class. . It^ipvat 
a. demand upon their jt^/ice ; and if tl^|rdid 
n^t.pay tixe money, principal and iiri;ere8t^ th^ 
w^re actually robbing their er^t<Mr. Upo&a 
cUyisi<H^ the original motion was lost, mi zA 
apaendm^nt carried, Bilomnghim^ on ^ grmmd 
if^ngiim(Sil graUtudei 131. 10s. per immtfai . I 
b^ev;e there is not a m»n in Wasbii^ptoii w^o 
would insure the General's lite for a year and a 
h4lf. . 

The claims of some of the private soldiers ci 
th^ revolution were met in.asim^ar spirits .A 
great: nmnber were rejected altqgeth^. Those 
whose claims were admitted^ received, after 
^^merous discussions, the Ub&ral aUimamt^^^ 
iSs, 6£L per xveek during life. Two of th&J^. 
ladelphia federalist newspapers, in repojit^ 
thig, debate, )yere printed in deep itxiouiii^, 
^^nsidering th^ honour an4 charac4;er jpf the 
cguptry compromised by such a meajcprovtsioa 
for men, towards whom the natiiHi WM de^pj^ii? 
debted. Nearly aQ the member^ of tb»» r^pne^r 
seutative chan^ber are' yowg men ; and .Qlit^jB# 
the 190 members, 150^ at the le^sWare^l^JP^c^ti^ 
a class of men whose minds, here, a^elsewhefey 
appear moulded and contracted by their pfo^- 
fession, and not possessed of that general know* 
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Ib^B^s^or not taking those lai^ and suitable 
liieifrs of things, which should be the distingiHfth- 
ing^ckaract^stics of the legislators of a great and 
tf^oommercial people. Last session the member 
irom Baltimore, who is a merchant, introduced 
thb h%e " tariff/* While giving the details, and 
sedessary statements on this most important sub- 
ject^ he perceived that nearly the whole assembly, 
Mr. Speaker included, were inattentive or slum- 
bering. Stopping in the midst of his speech, he 
apcdoglsed for his own deficiency of ability, stat- 
ing •^ that he perceived the subject he wais speak- 
*^ ing on was not understood by the body he was 
** addressing. The exact cause of this he could 
^ not pretend to determine ; but of this he felt 
^^ quite confident, that there was not a boy in his 
** 'counting-rooms but would comprehend the 
^ subject perfectly.'* This roused the *< learned 
^*> gentlemen J** and throughout the remainder 
of the subject they put on, at least, the aspect of 
fittdtition. 

iThe State-legislatures are equally infested 
vwth lawyers. They occupy, in fact, eight- 
tentlis of all the public situations in America. 
IMs is a great and a crying evil, and being one 
th»t is more likely to increase than diminish, 
may naturally give rise to some melancholy 
fco'tibodings coiicemtng the practical continua- 
tion dftfai^ excellent constitution. ■ • ' 

Jn rrfation to the laws of the United States, 



I have remarked, on a previotts ocpasJMon^ llie 
dependenee^ of judges upon the counilel#^ I 
have been present in courts where thif bad 
been strikingly injurious to the cause of ju8ti«e» 
though this is not to be understood as an uai- 
versal feature of judicial proceedings j at leait I 
saw no evidence oi it in the Supreme Court «t 
Washington, where Judge Washington is am^«g 
those who preside. He is nephew to the kte 
g^ieral, and resides at Mount Vernon. 

Some of the judges are, doubtless, men of 
superior legal knowledge, and high steading in 
iodety 5 but there are others who certaioly are 
not in i«>s8essionof the former, though they may 
be of the latter qualification } as, for instance, 
the Chief Justice of the Comm<Mft Pleas at New- 
ark, who is a butcher — not a butcher retired 
from business, and become a lawyer, but he 
attends to both trades, even on the same d&y, 
selling at 7 o'clock in the mornings a leg ctf 
mutton, and at 11 supplying his customers with 
4 slice of Kackstone. Much evil must necessa- 
rily result from this het^ogeneous admixture of 
igfK>rance with learning. Although we mig^t hail 
tl^ aj^intment oi plain men of buskiesis^ avd 
pofii^essed of gpod solid understandings^ to award 
jjtistiee to their fellow-citizens as an impwtaat 
benefit coi^rred on soci^y, in substittttian of 
the legal quibbling and learned opprefskm of 
the bar and bench ^ yet if such men ate ft^ per- 
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mitjaed toibliow tbe^laia dictates of their own 
understandings but are tied down by; legal f^mosh 
by ancient precedents, and by the laws and prac- 
tice of a country .with which they are entirely 
unacquainted, then, indeed, the appointmeiM; of 
8iich men becomes an evil instead of a benefit to 
society j and it would be better to place indi- 
viduals on the bench, who, — whaterer may be 
their characters in other rei^ects, — their arro» 
gance of deportment or their political subser* 
viency, — yet, at anyi^e, understand the busi- 
pe«s upon which they are employed. 

Although there may be, ami doubtless are 
mmy members of the legal profession who are 
WnouraWe men, yet from all I have seen* or 
have been able to understand, the lawyers of this 
country do not seem to merit a particularly high 
character. My impression of them is, to use an 
American mode of estimation, at least thirty- 
three and a third per cent, lower than of their 
brethren in England. There are various causes 
which tnay have produced this deterioration. 
In the first place, deep and solid research in amf 
eecupaHon, is neither so much wanted, so much 
esteemed, nor is it so " mdrketable** a commodity 
M in Great Britain ; further, the greater equality 
<^ society, which renders men more independent 
of each other ; the non-classification of the pro- 
fession of the law, which prevents either portion 
from being deeply studied, . while the ease with 
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which even legal gentlemen can and do alter 
their mode of obtaining a livelihood, naturally 
weakens the motives to exertion^ and lessens 
too that strong impression of having at once a 
reputation, and the very means of existence 
at stake ; — these latter causes we know to be 
powerfully operative in England. The vast 
number of lawyers also, as compared with the 
amount of American population, divides the 
business into so many channels, that when a 
job is obtained, no means can be afforded Xo be 
left untried to render it profitable. These causes, 
aided by that prolific source of chicanery, our 
statute book, may account for that of which 
Americans complain so loudly — the expense of 
law proceedings, and the want of principle in 
their professional men. 

ELECTIONS. 

To pass to another subject. — In all the elec- 
tioneering addresses which I have seen, it is 
deserving of remark, that the defeated party com- 
plain of the corrupt influence of " Caucus.'* 
I have often enquired the meaning of this term, 
or the nature of the power exercised, but have 
not received any very satisfactory information^ 
An American writer says that it is " a cant 
" term for those private meetings which are 
** held by the political parties, previous to elec* 
" tions, for the purpose of agreeing upon can- 
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** didates for office, or concerting any measure 
** which they d^ign carrying at the subsequent 
" public meeting/* Tlie other day I called 
upon a resident of this city, a person of some 
political importance. Aware that the subject in 
already and very variously discussed throughout 
the States, I casually enquired, " Who do you 
" think, Sir, will be your next president?** 
He gave no reply, except by a significant 
nod. I followed up ,my enquiry by, " Do you 
« think. Sir, Mr. Adams will be selected?** 
To which he answered, with decided confidence, 
** Na } i guess not. Sir ; we have the man, we 
** have the man, we know our man. — Crawford 
** (the present secretary of the treasury) had it 
** in caucus last time, within a few.** I enquired 
what he meant by having it in caucus } for th&t 
Mr. Munroe was elected by an overwhelming 
majority. His answer was, " Ah ! I guess you 
** don*t understand our modes ; when you have 
** been here a few years, you will comprehend 
" these things. Only mind, I tell you Adams 
" never can be president j for he will not be 
" able to do any thing with caucus.** From 
minute enquiry, I understood that this thing 
called caucus, was practically invented by Mr. 
John Adams, during his presidentship; and 
that it is now universally practised in the elec- 
tion to every office in America. Since the first 
choice of Mr. Jefferson, the presidential elec* 
tions are -managed by private meetings (or 
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$mcm) oi\ the democratic members of^ congi^ess, 
l^vious to elections : they settle among, them- 
selves who shall be president* This is what is 
wiled getting '^ the appointment in caucus,''' 
^nd an insUmce never occurs qf the^ votes bang 
m opposition to caucus. When tJiey have de- 
termined upon who they wish ta be president^ 
they send circulars to their diligent States^ 
pointing out| by a kind of cpn^i d'SUrc^ who 
they have resolved should be elected : and as 
the right of voting for presidents > is confine(^ 
to a very limited number, there is no instance 
of the caucus being disobeyed. Mr.Munroe 
being a democrat was, as a matter of course, 
voted for by the democratic States j and those 
of New England being federal, would not, I be- 
Keve, give a vote upon the occasion. It ap- 
pears that the membeisof the Washington caucus 
were almost equally divided between Mr* Craw- 
ford and Mr. Monroe j but that some accom- 
modation being agreed upon, the latter got 
" the appointment.'' Had his rival obtained this, 
he and not Mr. Munroe would have been voted 
for by tlie democi^atic States, as a matter c^f course. 
These are. alarming facts j for thus we see that 
the very men (the members of congress) wAa 
are direct excluded by the canstitutian from 
votings become, by m^eaus of a secret something 
unknown to that.con&titution, and at variance with 
both its letter and spirit, the real electors to ike 
presidentship. How necessary are the most un* 
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ceasing vigilance, and the greatest degree of pub- 
lic principle and public Virtue, to preserve even 
the best institutions from gross perversion ! N# 
oligarchy can be taore dangerous than this^ 
which deludes the people with a bdief that they 
are all-powerful, and the electors of thek chief 
magistrate, while virtually they are the mere 
tools of a faction, and hate not a Vmee in the 
matter. By a reference to the proceedings of cotK* 
gress, it would appear that this vitally important 
ifobjeiJt was brought under their public consider- 
ation in 1816 ; upon which Mr. Rufus Kmg, 
and General Harper, made the following obser- 
vations, every syllable o£ which deserves your 
most marked attention :^— 

Mr. King said, ** If there was aily part of 
** the constitution, deemed by its framers and 
« advocates to be better secured than atfy other 
" against the enterprises which have since oc- 
<^ curred, it wias the very provision on the sub- 
** ject of election to the presidency. The idea 
" wasi, that the action of that particular agency, 
<< "which has since controUed it, was is much 
<< displaced by the constitutional plan of* elect*- 
^* ing the PreSidwit and Vice President, a6 could 
" prossibly be devised; JVe aU kmrn the course 
" which this thing has taken. The ekcikm qf a 
♦*' President of the United States is no Umger ih&t 
** process which the constitution contehtplated. In 
•* conformity with the original view qfthe authors 
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•< of that instrument, I muld restore, astho- 
** r&ughly as' possiMe, the freedom (f election ta 
^ the people. On the contrary ,' our progrr&s in: 
« government is not for the better; k is not 
*« likeh/, ' hereafter, to be in fktditr of popular 
^ rights. It was with thfe peq)le, the constiCu- 
^ tion meant to place the election of the chief 
*« magistrate; that being the source the least 
" liable to be corrupt. But if under the name 
«* of the liberty of the people, we put this power 
" inio other hands,' with different interests, we 
•* place it in a situation in which the rights of the 
" people are violated. Men now live, who will 
** probably see the end of our government, as *ax: 
" now go on ; terminate when it will, the termina- 
** tion will not be in favour of public liberty. 
" * For fve years past, I have seen a character 
" developing itself, the predominence of txMch 
" Ifedrr 

General Harper said, ** As to the mampropo- 
" sition, he was decidecMy in ite fevour ; for Ai« 
" general reason, that its adoption wouid tend 
" to make the election 6f President less a niafter 
" of juggle and mtrigtte than it now is. 

** He would not say that it would have the^f- 
" feet of wholly excluding intrigue; of pfcurfng 
^ this great election on the fdoting, on wfiidi the 
"great men who framed the constitotion vainly 
<* imagined they were placing it, of a free, un- 
*< biassed expression of the public will ; but it 
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** would bring it nearer than: at present. Party 
f « arrangements and bargains . would not be so 
<« easy* Bargains <:ovid not be so readily struck 
** Kokh one Slatefor this great qffice, with another 
^^ for that; as according to the present modesf 
** election. Districting the Stites. for electors, 
** would have at tendency to render the presi- 
''* dential election more free and independent ; 
^f to remove it more from the grasp of party 
** arrangements; to prevent bargains between 
*^ P^^^lig^^ agents^ and^ the selling qf the nation 
"^yfor qffices to the highest bidder.** 
' The motion 4x> remedy these evils was lost by 
a large majority. 

The prevailing American politics of Wash- 
ington at this time are, what is here called 
democratic. Previous to what they consider the 
piratical attack of the English government, some 
among them were strong federalists. The con- 
duct of our soldiers, with the exception of de- 
stroying the public buildings, is said to have 
been exemplary; private property, and individ- 
xahi receiving the most complete pnatQCtipn. 
Anecdotes are related of English officers as- 
sisting the ladies — the male population having 
^U run way, leaving their homes to the protection 
of the women and children. 

The children, particularly in Alexandria, have 
a dread of the name of " Admiral Cockburn,** 
^similar to that I used to entektain of Buonapartf^ 
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snd the De^il^ Greneral Ross is an universal 
favourite, from being, I presume, more humane, 
and enforcing the orders of his government 
with less rigour than that exercised by the naval 
commander* Oeneral I^acock, senator from 
Penns^dvasiia, who boarded at the same house 
\ with myself, and with whom I had the pleasure 
of a slight acquaintance, amused me one even- 
ing^ by a humourous detail of what foreign 
travellers have said against America, especially 
the celebrated poet Thomas Moore, who had 
visited America in 180Jf. With the following 
epistle, dated from Washington, the genial 
was particularly familiar : — 

** The lover now, beneath the western star, 
Sighs thro' the medium of his sweet s^ar; 
The weary statesman* for repose hath fled 
From halls of council to his negro's shed, 
Where^ blest, he woos some blade Aspasia's glpace^ 
And dreams of freedom in Ms slaves embrace. 
In fency now, beneath the twih'ght gloom, 
Come, let me lead thee o'er this modern Rome, 
* Where tribunes rule, where dusky Davi bow, 
And what was Goose Creek onee is Tiber now. 
Hiis fam'd metrc^olis, where fiincy sees 
Squares in mpras^es, pl^lisks in trees. 
Which traveling fools ani gazetteers adorn 
With shrines unbuilt and heroes j/et unborn s 
Though nought but wood and ' tbpy see, 

Wher^ streets should run, and sages ought to be. 

f Supposed fo ref<^ to a ohfu^e mi^de by the federidiiits 
against a celebrated politician of Virginia. 



Oby great Pdtowmac J Ob^ you banks of ahade, 
^Qu mighty scei^es ! in n{^iu*e's morning made ; 
Say, were your towering hills, your boundless floods, 
Your rich savannahs, and majestic woods ; 
Oh ! was a world so bright but born to grace 
\ its own half-organised, haif-minded race 

Of weak barbarians, swarming o'er its breast f 

Like yermin gender'd in the lion> creat ? 
Were none but brutes to call that soil their hoVf\^ 
Where none but demi-gods should dare to roam ? 
O'er lake and marsh, through fevers and through fogs, 

'Midst bears and Yankies, and frogs, 

Thy hot shall foHow me ; thy heart and eyes 
With me ihall wander, and with me despise«" 

The old general laughed at Moore's conceit ; 
and observed, that foreigners were commonly 
disappointed with this country, more particularly 
those that were, in Europe, friends of liberty. 
He thought, however, that such a publication 
was discreditable to our poet, only because he 
had received while here much personal attention. 
This 3ame argument was adduced to me by 
Mr. Boyd, son of Colonel Boyd, with whom I 
dined at New Orleans, concerning Moore, and 
other writers, who told unpleasant truths of 
their country, or did hot view it as the great 
and faultless political Elysium. That a distin- 
guished individual receiving attentions in a 
foreign land is a proof of the existence of 
the common habits of civilized society is un- 
questionable \ but that that should be the 
criterion by which he ia to judge of the whole 
Y 4 



828 KAXKMrAi. CHARACTER* 

mass of a country, requires no refutattoiu Yet 
I have generally found this to be the stfetndard. 
by which Americans themselves estimiU^e the 
different parts of their own continent, as well as 
of Europe : it is not what they saw, but how 
they were personally treated, which forms the 
burden of their song ; as though in describii^ 
a country, either for our friends or the public, 
we are not bound by every moral tie to spec^ 
the truth of that country, and its inhabitants 
too, whatever may have been the personal con- 
duct of individuals towards oursdves. . There 
can be, surely, in this no breach of hospitality; 
on the contrary, the man who teDs the honest 
truth of a nation is, as I should conceive, its 
best friend. Seeing it with the eye of a str^iger, 
he discerns defects which, perhaps, custcmi has 
rendered invisible to the eye of the native, and 
by candidly pointing them out, he affc^ds. 9^ 
opportunity of amendment which would . not 
otherwise be gained. 

EUROPEAN POLITICS. 

What the European poh'tics of Washington 
are at this time, I should feel some difficulty in 
ascertaining: what they were in 1813, may be 
judged by the following extracts from a small - 
pamphlet which has just Men into my hands : 
it is entitled « The celebration of the Russian 
« victories, in Georgetown district of Columbia, 
« 5tliJune 1813, including the orationofMnCus- 
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^< tis and tke addressof Mr. Harper* — ^Printed by 
** James B. Cart»/' After describing in glow- 
ing language the ^* second Lucifer^' (Buonaparte)^ 
who, like his archetype, was envious and jealous 
of the poor remains of human happiness — who 
spread devastation with his sword, and medi* 
tated the banishment of all true religion ; the 
writer adds, — " In the redemption of the world 
" by the arms of Russia, all nations must re- 
** joice ! : And the heart that would not join in 
*« the " Te JDeum'' which religion and hum^- 
*^ nity shout for the deliverance of mankind, 
** must be already attuned to the fell discord 
*« of fiends howling in frantic despair. Can 
" it then excite surprise that, in America^ 
*^ among a people enjoying the blessings and 
** happiness of a government of their own dioice, 
^* the news of Buonaparte's defeat was re* 
" ceived with a burst of joy and gratitude, such 
^* as a virtuous and hmnane people would dis* 
^* play upon the downfall of tjrranny, and the 
" promised restoration of peace and proi^rity 
" to an EMANciPATBP WORLD ? Could they cott- 
** te^late, without emcAions' of sympathy, 
" any portion of the human family, hunted 
^« down by the ^* dogs of war/* and panting un- 
♦* dcr a load ci opporession, extortion and cruelty ? 
•« While you. rejoiced at the successes of Russia, 
** you e^ced a sympathy known only to vir- 
« tuous hearts. Then ^ory in the example 
*' you have set the world ^-^ shew the parasites 
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** of power, and the creatures of ambition, that 
«« freedom and virtue expand and warm your 
" hearts with general benevolence to mankind 
^« — and teach a tyrant and his minions, that 
« when the grand destinies of the United States 
•* are most beautifully developed, they will be 
«* seen in sympathy with those who suffered by 
" his wrongs, and exulting in his overthrow. 

♦* Influenced by such considerations as ai-e 
« here briefly and faintly described, it was pro- 
«* posed at a meeting of the citizens of George- 
«* town, in the district of Columbia, to testify 
^ their gratulation, and to evince their grati- 
" tude to the Dispenser of all good, by a suit- 

«« able COMMEMORATION OP THE LATE RUSSIAN 
** VICTORIES. 

** Saturday, the 5th of June, was fixed upon 
•« for the celebration ; and John Peter (Mayor), 
" Robert Beverly, William Marbuary, "Diomas 
<V Peter, Washington Bowie, Francis Dodge, 
« Johta I. StuU, and John Lee^ Esquires, were 
•^ appointed a committee to prescribe and su- 
« perintend the arrangements for t^xe tiay. 

** NARRATIVE OF THE CBLEJlRATION* 

*' The celebration of the Russian victories 
" commenced on Saturday, the 5th of June, at 
" the hour of « o'clock, P. M. The company 
** principally assembled previously, at the Union 
*• Hotd, where the committee of arrangement 
« announced the following as the 
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" Order qfthe Day. 

" Ip procession to the church — 1st. Ladies. 
«* ^. President qf the United StateSy (Madison,) 
" and Heads of Departments a 3d. Senatcorsand 
** Representative3 in Congress. 4th. Members of 
^< the Maryland legislature. 5th. Strangers of disr 
** tinqtion. 6tb. Citizens. The assembly seated 
** — 7th. T]tie Russian minister^ with his lady^ 
** and sqite* 8th. Foreign consuls, 9th. Re- 
** verend clergy and orator of the day. 10th. 
" Connmlttee of a^nrangement EKercises in 
** church — IsL Solemn mnsic« 2d. Introduce 
** tpry prayer. 3d. Music. 4th, Oration. 5th. 
*\ Music 6th. Cpncluding prayer. 7th. Grand 
^* Russian march, and adjournment to the hotel* 

" This order was punctually observed/ and 
♦* contributed much to the regularity and stf- 
«' lemnity of the occasion. Agreeable to itis 
^* terms a vast crowd assembled in the Predby- 
'« terian church at the hour appointed. At half 
<< past two the Russian minister, bis kdy, coun- 
•* sellor of legation, and secretary, toadied tie 
•< place in his carriage of state. They were 
^* received by the committee of arrangement, 
<< and escorted to a large pew appropriated es^ 
^ pecially fw their accommodation. At thfe 
^ same time the foreign consuls, accompanied 
** by the president and vice-president of th6 
" tJay, were conducted to ^otiber large ^^ 



332 RUSSIAN TICTOEIBS. 

« adjoining that occupied by the Russian le- 
«« gation. The reverend clergy and the orator 
<* of the day, (Mr.Custis,) were next introduced 
« by the committee. 

« The hearts of all in sympathy being duit- 
<• ably tranquillized, the Rev. Mr. Balch, in a 
*< pathetic and reverential strain, addressed the 
« throne of heaven, imploring the blesmng of 
^< God upon the assembly. Mr. Curtis, after a 
« short interval of music, tlien delivered* an 
^« highly interesting, historic, and didactic ora- 
<* tion, in a style peculiar to his MatOTy,^nd re- 
^< fleeting warm and sympathetic eacomiums 
<« upon Russian valour. The scene in the church 
<« was closed with prayer, when the lactf of 
<« the Russian minister was cooducted to her 
<• carriage^ the band playing a fine exhilarating 
^* Russian march. The Russian lega^n^ suc- 
*< ceeded by foreign consuls, and (^h^er f^ecsons 
« of distinction, including senators and rqpre- 
^ ^entatives in Congress, were escorted lathe 
« Union Hotel. 

" At four o'clock the company entered the 
<< dining rooms, and was seated in tiie most 
** perfect order— the Russian Lq^tion and 
«* foreign consuls ranged on the right, the 
*« Orator of the day on the left, of tile Pre- 
<< Bident The whole entertainment vrm sump- 
*^ tuousi and beautifully ordered, to which a 
** company of near three hundred gentlemen 
" sat down. 
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*« After the cioth was removed the President 
<< s^fMimced the f bllowitig toasfts : 

" The United States of America — May justice 
<^ be herguide^ neutrality her policy, and liberty 
^< the essence of her national existence. 

" [Music — Hail Columbia* 

" The Empire of Russia — May this Northern 
<* Star break the power of attraction that has 
<^ ftestened the Continent of Europe to the mag- 
** net of fVance. [Grand Rus»an air.* 

' '* When the fourth toast was to be given, the 
" President called on Mr. Harper of Baltimore 
*• who gave ** Alexander the Deliverer.** 
' •* (This toast was accompanied by a course of 
•< remarks' made by Mr. Harper, that excited 
<< bursts of applause highly descriptive of the 
<< feelings which animated this patriotic as- 
•< sembly.) 

^* Moscow in Flames — This is the holy confla- 
^< graticHi, that lights the nations of the earth to 
<< independence and peace. [Solemn Russian air. 

« 2%tf Menwry of Washington -^Ohl thatthy 
<* canonised fcNrm, hearsed in death, could burst 
" its cearment and raise a drooping empire! 

" [Washington's March. 

^< The heroes of the Revolution — Alas! the 
*<* fruits arc fast withering of youi* patriot toils. 

,*^ [Solemn Dirge. 

** Ute American rwmy-^This is the cradle of 
** our rights, here let us cherish, foster and 
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« honour those herinc spirits, who ire destined 
" to punish the aggression of hostile powers. 

•* [Tars of Columbia. 

^ Capts. HuU, JoneSf Decatur^ Bainbridge, 

" and Lofm^ence; * and ye too have scattered 

** thunderbolts.* — Columbia, these thy chosen 

" smis, outstrip the world in deeds of valour. 

" [Decatur's March. 
" The native Tars qf America — Eternal ¥^ar, 
" when necessary, for their essential rights. 

" [Freedom and our Native Land. 

" AgrkuUure mourning — Commerce in tears, — 

" You have our sympathies, we can do no more. 

" [Guardkn Angels. 
" TTie Fair <f America — With, what Roman 
" matron m^ we not compare ? 

** [Sweet Fasfiioii of liove.'* 

OFFICIAL COMMUNICATION FROM THE LAND-OFFiCE. 

Having been invited to visit tfie tomb of the 
great Washington, which is about 10 miles from 
hence, I hasten to a conclusion ; and shall leave 
my own reflectk>ns to my next and last report, 
which I design shall f^low this in alMiui three 
weeks, whea I shall have seen Baltimore, and 
also visited some of the smaller eastern tdWns. 

By a private letter to my friend R you 
are aware of an application which I have made 
to the land-office, concerning a tract of 40,000 
acres ; I inclose you Mr. Mei^'s reply. 

lO 
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** Sir, ' General l.and-Office. 

" In reply to your letter : I have to say, that 
" the public lands north-west of the river Ohio, 
" are sold at two dollars per acre, payable one- 
" fourth cash ; one-fourth in two years ; one- 
** fourth in three years ; one-fourth in four 
** years. A discount of eight per cent, per 
" annum for prompt payment reduces the cash 
** price to one dollar sixty-four cents per acre. 
" If the instalments are not all paid within five 
^ years, the land is offered at public sale, if it 
" brings more than the principal and interest 
" due to the United States, the surplus is paid 
" to the original purchaser j if the principal and 
** interest is not bid, the land reverts to the 
*^ United States, and the monies paid on account 
" are forfeited. 

« These are the terms of sale without respect 

" to persons or quantity. 

" I am very respectfully, 

« Sir, 

" Your obedient servant, 

. " JosiAH Meigs.** 
" Mk^Hsnry Fearon, 

*^« At Mrg.Iiind»a3<s, Wasbiagtwi*" 

The present report will go by the British 
packet free of expense, the English ambassador 
having acceded to my application in the follow^ 
ing polite note, though I ^ad not an introduction 
to him : 
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** Mr.Bagot presents his complin^enU.to Mr* 

** Fearon, and ba3 the honour to inform him 

" that if Mr. F, will send the papers alluded to 

«* in his letter, to Mr. Bagot's hou^ in the 

" course of Friday next, he will endeavour to 

'< transmit them to England in his bag should 

" they not prove voluminous.*' 

" Wagiiingtoa, 
" Mr. Hbnry Fearon, Pennsylvania Avenue." 

Wishing health and happiness to you all, and 
indulging the anxious hope that I shall soon see 
you either on this or the other side of the 
Atlantic, I for the present take my leave. 

P. S. I break open the package to inclose a 
letter from Mr. Birikbeck, in reply to mine when 
I^rst visited Louisville, it is addressed to me at 
Baltimore. 

" Sir, Prineeton, Nov. 29- 18.11. 

" It would give me much pleasure to a£S>rd 
** you satisfactory information op the sereral 
*f particulars you mention, but I am, like your- 
*< self, a stranger in this country, and cai^ there- 
^< fore only communicate to you my ofmiions in 
" answer to your inquiries. 

** To the first, as to the most eligible part of 
" the United States for obtaining improved 
** farmsj or uncultivated lands for Englishmen, 
** &c. I reply, that with a view to the s^tlement 
•* of the number of families you mention, it will 
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** be vain to look for improved farms in any 
"part that I have seen or heard of. Probably 
** a single family might be suited in almost any 
** large district, as the changes which are con- 
" tinually occurring in human affairs, will occa- 
^ sionally throw eligible farms into the market 
** every where. But you can have no choice of 
" cultivated lands, as those you would prefer 
" are the least likely to be disposed of; and it 
** is altogether unlikely you should meet. with 
'< a body of such lands, for the accommodation 
** of thirty or forty families ; considering^ tooy 
** that, by travdling a few days' journey farther 
" west, you may have a choice of land of equal 
" value at one-tent^ of the price, where they 
<5 may settle contiguous, or at least near to each^ 
M other, I have no hesitation in recommending 
*^ you to do as I have done j that is, to head 
** the tide of emigration, and provide for your 
^* friends where the lands are yet unappro- 
" priated. 

*^ After traversing the states of Ohio and 
<< Indiana, looking out for a tract suited to 
" tny ^0wn views, aiid those of a number of 
" otir countrymen who have signified their in- 
<< tentions of following cmr example, I have 
<^ fixed on this i^>ot in Illinois, tod am the 
** ;better]^a8ed with it the more I see of it. 
. << As to obtaining fodotr^^. A single settler 
" may get his labow done by tl|^ piece on 
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« moderate terms, not higher than in some 
« parts of England ; but if many famiUes settle 
« together, all requij-ing this artide, and none 
« supplying it, they must obtain it from else- 
« where. Let them import English labourers, 
« or make advantageous propowls to surfi as 
" are continually arriving it the -eastern ports. 

«♦ Provisions Are cheap of course- Wheat threfe 
« and four-pence sterling per bushel. Beef and 
« pork two-pence per pound, groceries and 
"Clothing dear, building moderate, either by 
«« wood or brick. Bricks are laid by tike tbou- 
« sand, at eight dollars or under, including litne. 
« Privations I cannot eiiumerate. Tbeir 
" amount depends on the pretioos habits and 
« present disposition of individiKite- fbr myself 
" and femUy, Ihe privations already experienced, 
« or anticipated, are of small account cotofared 
*• with the advtofeages. 

« Horses, 60 to 100 dollars, or upwards ; 
" cows, 10 to 20 dollars -, sows, 3 to 3 dollars. 
** Society is made up of new-oomers chiefly, 
«' and, of course, mnst partake of the leading 
»* characters of these. Tliere is generaUy a 
" little bias of attraction in a newly settled 
«• neighbc«rhood> which brin^ emigiWHW ftoni 
« so^ie ptiriacuiar Btnte or totrntcy' to that ^ot j 
«♦ ahd^ui a toneisgiveto to the society. Where 
** we atfe settling, society is y«t'imboi« as it 
*« wtire. It Vill, as in other plades^ be naade 
" up of such as come j among whom English 
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^' farmers, I presume^ will form a large pro- 
*' portioQ. 

^' Rm4s as y^ are in a state of nature. 

<< Purchases of land are best made at the land- 
** offices: payments, five years, or prompt; if 
<< tke latter, eight per cent, discount. 

<< Mechanics' wages, 1 dollar to 1|. Carpen- 
<< ttfs, smitbfiiy shoemakers, brickmakers, and 
<< bricklayers, are among the first in requisition 
^< for a new settlement : others follow in course; 
« -N. tanners, saddlers, tailors, hatters, tin-work- 
<^ e]s» &C &c« 

" We rely on good markets for produce, 
<< through the grand navigable communication 
^* we e30§oy with the ocean. 

<^ Medhai aid is not of difficult attainment. 
«< The ]^glish. of both aexQs, and strangers in 
^< g^amaij are liable to some bilious attacks on 
^< dieir first arrival; these complaints seem, 
*r howj^er, simple, a^d not difficult to manage 
<< if takfuin time. 

<< The mantifactures you mention m£^ here- 
«^ ai^er be eligiUe ;. cottcm, woollen, Unen^ stock- 
** ings, &c. Certamly not at pi^esent. Beer, 
« fiq^ts, pott^y, tidming, are objects of imme- 
<< cUate attention. 

<< The minerals of our district are not much 
^^ , tomwu* We^ h^v^ excellent Uoxestone ; I be- 
<* Iktve wehavte coal: wood will, however, be 
<* liie cheapen fud for some years. 

z 2 
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" Implements are cheap till you commence 
<« with the iron. A waggon, 35 or 40 dollars, 
« exclusive of tier to wheels. A strong waggon 
" for the road complete will amount to l€0 
" dollars or upwards. 

" The best mode of coming from England to 
" this part of the western country is by an 
« eastern port, thence to Pittsburg, and down 
« the Ohio to Shawnee town- Clothing, bed- 
*• ding, household linen, simple medicines of 
<* the best quality, and sundry small articles of 
" cutlery and light tools, a^e the best things for 
** an emigrant to bring out. 

" I can hardly reply to your inquiry about 
" the manner qftriwelBng; it must be suited to 
" the party. Horseback is the most pleasltot 
" and expeditious; on foot the cheapest: a" 
** light waggon is eligible in some case^ ini 
** o^ers the stage is a necessary ^vil. I see I 
" shall render you liable to double postage, but 
" I wished to reply to each of your inquiries as 
" &i M I could, ^ 

" To serve you or your friends will be a plea- 

" sure to. Sir, 

" Yours, &c. &c. 

<* To Mr. H. Fearon, « MoERIS BiRKBECK." 

^< Post-Office, Baltimore.'* 

Note. — In preparing these pages for the press^ I observe 
liiat this communication of Mr.:Birkbeck's forms apart of 
his recent publication, called << Letters from ' Illinois*" 
Aug. 1818. 
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New York, April 21. 1818. 

Having now again arrived at the point from 
which I set out in the summer of last year,. I 
have determined to take up my residence in this 
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city, at least until I receive the long wished-ftw 

letters of my friends — -, f and y 

which will, of course, govern my future pro- 
ceedings, and inform me whether to prepare for 
your reception, either in this city 6r that of 
Riiladelphia, or return to the western country 
and make a final arrangement concerning some 
lots in either Ohio or the Illinois ; or recross 
the Atlantic, making Liverpool the port of mf 
destination, in order to visit our friends in York- 
shire and Leceistershire, previous to my arrival 
in London. — — — -;--.» 



BALTIHOEE. 

On leaving Washington for this place, I 
took Baltimore in my way, and resided there 
some time. It is a commercial city of great 
importance ; and, though not at present of the 
first rank, is rising with a rapidity almost un« 
paralleled. 

The ^ft^ftm/m/^flterf 5 of the American cha- 
racter appear here to be the same as throughout 
the Union, although the << Baltimorians'' them- 
selves lay claim to a superior repirtatioft for hos- 
pitality, enterprise, and bravery. Taking* my 
own experience as a sample of the first, I most 
willingly bear favourable testimony to their cha- 
racter J but then it must be understood com- 



paratively, and not in the English sense of the 
word« In regard tq the second^ they appear 
entitled to it, judging from their shipping, much 
of which is engaged in hazardous pursuits, to- 
gether with the speculative improvements of 
thdir town, and their having, by superior ac- 
tivity, supplanted Philadelphia, in part of the 
western country trade ; yet the merchants of 
this city are said to be deficient in capital. Of 
their bravery, history will speak when recording 
their gallant 9m^ successful defence of their city, 
though attacked by the combined naval and 
mUitary forces of England. 

Dancing and music are the prevailing amuse^ 
ments^ 

The ladies dress eisrtravagantly gaily, and ex* - 
pensively. 

. Aents, opeupations, price of lab6ur, clothin^^ 
employment for, and wages of mechanics, are 
here so precisdy similar to those of the other 
jitlantic, cities, that a detail is unnecessary. 

Some idea may be gained of the rapid progress 
of ceitain parts of the United States, from the 
fact, tl^t 70 years ago Baltimore consisted of 
10 houses : it now contains 60,000 inhabitants* 

The principal street runs east and w^t, pa* 
ri^el with the river, and is intersected by nur 
Hieroas others, containing many excellent btiild«> 
ings. N(»i;h imd east of the town the hmd 
ri^es, afibrding beautiful views of the city 2nd 
bay, -*- Steam-boats proceed from here to Nor- 
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folk in Virginia, smd to New London in Con- 
necticut, by way of New York. In the wintw 
months this delightful mode of travelling is 
-'interrupted: miserable stages and bad roads 
are then its substitute. 

There are several religious sects, the most 
numerous of which are Roman catholics. E^ms- 
copalians, Baptists, Presbyterians, Methodists, 
and' Quakers, have each a respectable number 
of partisans ; and an Unitarian church is now 
building. In connection with churches, let me 
observe, by the way, that the architecture of 
several displays first-rate talent ; and it seems 
not a little surprising, that such ability should 
have been overlooked by the conductors of the 
national buildings at Washington. 

The most accurate information which I can 
obtain, causes me to believe that capital could 
be profitably engaged here, in importing dry 
goods from Great Britain j that mechanics, in 
the usual businesses, can get ready employment, 
will receive 40s. 6d. per week, and pay for their 
board and lodging, 15s. 9d. to 18s. In politics 
Baltimore is a singular exception to all other 
American sea-port cities, in being anti-federal, 
or what is here denominated democratic. It li^s, 
however, in a slave State, and seems by no meaos 
deficient in all the horrors of that barbarous 
system. This city also x>ccupies the foremost 
ranks in deadly animosity towards Englaad. 

Having returned through many parte of my 
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former route, I have no new facts to commu- 
nicate, but can say that my impressions of Ame- 
rica are generally confirmed. 

NEW YORK. 

There is a highly respectable public assembly 
occasionally held in New York, called ** the 
Forum:*' I have attended twice — the place of 
meeting is in the ball-room of the city hotel. 
In the centre a i^rt of stage is erected, from 
^hich the orations are delivered. The charge 
is 6jd., with free admission for ladies. The 
receipts are appropriated to charitable purposes. 
The speakers, as I understand was once fre- 
quently the case in London, are young lawyers, 
who practise as an assistant to their more pro- 
fitable exercises. Though the speaking is ex- 
temporaneous, inasmuch as it is not written, yet 
it appears by no means spontaneous, bearing de- 
cided evidence of previous rehearsal and hard 
labour. The number of orators upon those oc- 
casions, when I was present, was six. To each 
side of both the questions was allotted an equal 
number of advocates ; who, though following 
each other with the regularity of mechanism, 
did not even risk a glance at the line of argu- 
ment pursued by their predecessors, each having 
got bis tesk by rote ; and when theii: memories 
failed them, immediate recourse was had to the 
written speech, carefully deposited in the 
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pocket Although the taleiitft of these yomig 
gentlemen for public display do not rank m the 
first class of American oratory, yet they may be 
regarded as presenting a fairaverage sample of the 
elocution of both the bar and senate ; an elocution 
which, though said tobefounded upon theEngiish 
and French models, is so essmtiaUydiflS^entfrmn 
either, that it deserves to be regarded as a distiBct 
species. It is chiefly distinguished by a set logi- 
cal arrangement with regard to matter, but ex- 
pressed in inflated language, unapccorapani^ by 
correspondent actson ; strong expressions are 
used to express minor ideas ; wOTds of sio: ^- 
lables are substituted for deep thought or mund 
argument; and theie is evidently a conrtant 
labour after allusions and ^mile, which are often 
thread-bare and broken. The manner of their 
speakers is generally marked by an equal ab- 
sence of modest diffidence and manly bcddness : 
they show little evidence of possessing a liteMty 
mind ; their train of argument and their choice 
of language are, in their general eflfect, cdid, 
measured, legal, and bombastic* 

The quertion discussed upon^ the flrst evening 
of my attendance was the following : '^ Is tkus 
" present peace of Europe likely to be of long 
« continuance ?"* The nun^r of tlie tfidienee 
was about 700, full one-half of which were 
ladies, said all highly resectable in their ap- 
pearance. The place of MBembly i& not snr- 
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passed by any ball-room which I have swn inj^ 
Jjmdon, /The native political views of all the 
a|>eakers were the same, though they took oppo- 
site grounds in this debate, upon foreign af&irs* 
The following is a summary of tlieju: principles : 
America, the greatest country in the world ; re* 
publics, Uie best form of government in the world j 
the revolution, the most important epoch since the 
establishment of Christianity ; war, occasionally 
necessary j a state of perpetual peace would be a 
perpetual curse ; Russia, the greatest country in 
Europe, — will soon be enabled to contend with 
England at sea ; Napoleop, a fiend — the French, 
a nation of atheists who do not deserve peace f 
English government, very excellent — English 
peo|>le, the contrary ; Alexander, the deliverer, 
the most virtuous and magnanimous monardbt 
ever known ; evil necessary in society —a loi:^ 
digression to prove its or%in^ missionary societies 
0£ mcalculable benefit, particularly those which 
were s^it to the wild parts of Kentucky and 
Indiana i death of the Princess Charlotte must 
entail i^on England dire calamities ; the holy 
league, a wise, pacific, and humane combination; 
liberty and happiness of all parts of Europe 
rapidly progressing, j 

The next subject which I heard i^oken upoa 
was, ^* Is it necessary for the interests of the 
'< United States, that its government should be 
^< in the hands of a party ?*' This elicited simi* 
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lar trains of ideas to those delivered upon the 
previous evening. There Was the same strange, 
incongruous mixture of republican and anti-re- 
publican sentiments, mixed up in the speech of 
every orator. The advocates of reform in Eng- 
land were ridiculed with the same breath that 
praised their own revolution ; popular meetings 
censured, and the United States* constitution, 
founded upon the rights of the people, extolled 
to the skies. Lord Cochrane was abused, the 
American navy flattered, the rights of man and 
the excellence of the Emperor Alexander in- 
sisted upon, dangers of parties and cabals ex- 
posed, and popular meetings execrated. 

This being the close of the season, a valedictory 
address was delivered by Mr. Fessenden, a gen- 
tleman of very middling talent, and somewhat 
conceited in his manners. He laid down as the 
basis of good government, a variety of axioms 
favourable both to liberty and tyranny. " The 
** first qualification for all qfftces^ from the presi- 
** dent down to the lowest constable, ouglit (he 
** said) to be, that the candidates were natife 
^ hoTm citizens." This sentiment was frequently 
repeated, and always tumultuously and unani- 
mously applauded ! I was previously well aware 
of the firm hold which this feeling possesses 
in the minds of all native Americans ; but I 
did not anticipate its fearless avowal in a large 
and mixed assembly. Throughout the States, I 
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liave remarked that there is a strong line of 
distinction drawn between citizens of native and 
qf foreign birth ; and, in some cases,' where the 
latter have professed principles of republicanism 
in Europe, (a sin which might, at least, one' 
should suppose, be forgiven them in the United 
States of America) they are treated with scom^ 
as out-casts, who ought to have remained in 
their own country, and have submitted to what- 
ever form of despotism it chose to exert over 
them. So deeply rooted, indeed, are these sen- 
timents in the American mind, tliat they give 
some colour to, though they can' hardly justify 
the address which, I find, unanimously voted 
in the year 1809, at a meeting in New York of 
five hundred adopted citizens, from which the 
following are extracts : 

** At a respeclable meeting, consisting of abouf; 
<< five hundred Adopted Republican Citizens 
" of the city of New York, held at Lyon's 
" Hotel, Mott Street,— ikfr. Archibald Tatf^hr 
" being unanimously called to the chair, and 
" Dr. Stephen Dempsey appointed secretary, 
*< tiie subjoined address was unanimously 
" adopted, and ordered to be published. 

** To the adopted Republican Citizens qf the City 
" of New York. 

" FELLOW CITIZENS, 

" A long train of disagreeable circumstances 
" have called us together, and induced us to 
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" address you upon a subject which, for yeirs, we 
" have acutely felt and deeply deplored. Some 
<« of you, groaning under oppression in your na- 
« tive land, have voluntarily emigrated from it, 
•< whilst others, more afflicted by despotism, and 
« less favoured by propitious events, find your- 
«< selves in the condition of invcAuiitary exile. 
•< All, however, have chosen, as a resting ]rfdce in 
^ the journey through life, this * asylum for tihe 
^ oppressed of all nations/ Here, perhajps, 
« mistaking the character of human nature^ we! 
*• pleasingly anticipated, from those Who avow 
*< themselves the friends of freedom, exemption 
•* from that religious persecution and ciffl 1y- 
« ranny, whose ihex<n*abl6 reign hadibtctdus 
** from our native country. Alas! h(m greathf 
" were we mistaken! how egregious^ hxxoe we 
^< been ^appointed! Our ctmitiiuUwis^ aml^go^ 
« 's^emntents are indeed Jree^ but betxveen these 
<< admirable institutions and ourselves a tyranng 
** isintervenedf much less tobPable than that from 
^ which wefJsd. We have made permottrat set- 
«< tiements in tiie land of our finrdiithera; we - 
<< admire and we are attached to our rej^idiean 
<< institutions ; we hatve complied with tlie' in- 
*^ jumitions of tiie constitutions and the laws^ 
<< and we will support them, upon equal tams, 
" with our lives and our fortunes^ But haw are 
« we treaiedi What has been mr reception f 
'* Has good faith been observed? JSam ^pro- 
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^* mises. been p&rfiirmedf Are not "we, "who are 
^^ citizens ijfaUtke solemmties and obligations of 
*^ bmu, treated as aUens — stigmatized as foreign- 
^* ers. We complain jm^ of the constitutions 
^^ and the laws : they are liberal in principle an(f 
<< benign in operation. They enjoin an abju- 
^ ration oi fbxtner i^egiance : have we not with 
^ alacrity complied with the injunction ? They 
*^ require an oath of fidelity to the union and to 
** the states : devoted in spirit and in truth to 
<< both, we have eagerly ti^en it. What more 
<< is required? What more can be expected? 
" The laws require no more. IShall an under^ 
<< fi^f a^ counter operaiifm^ individMaijeakmsy^ 
<' and fcdi^fxted cabals frcnxmed upon ly ^ wry 
" elements of the state, subvert ike Itm — put it at 
" defiance — trample it under Jbotf The law 
<< pkces upon the same undistinguishable levels 
<< die citizen of native and the citizen of foreign 
<< birth. Are we to be told, in this enlightened 
^ age, that the Imo is Tiof to gfovem ; thsit the 
<< essence of weU-orderad society is not a go- 
<^ vemmeot of laws, but a government of the 
^^ worst passions? Go back then to a i^tate of 
<^ anarchy ; tear oiit the bowds of society $ re* 
<> vs^rt to the ffude condition of untutor^ nature, 
^ and let t^e ^trongeM goveriK We have never 
<< ceased to cbeiii^ and to incnlcate thos6t 
<< opinioiis whicb are most consonant to the 
^ ovil md social state. We have remonstrated 



352 BEPOETS DELAYED. 

'< against tiisHnctionSf at once impoUtick and uff^ 
** just^ between native and adopted citizens ; but 
" have not our remonstrances and efforts been 
" in vain ? No zeal, no exertions, no services, 
" however disinterested, unremitted, or great, 
'< have been sufficient to shield us from an epi- 
<< thet which, while it poisons the social and 
" impairs the enjoyment of political life, must 
" ultimately terminate in the ruin of the repub- 
** lican party in this city. Alas ! has our repub- 
<^ Kc turned upon itself, and in the short period 
« of a few years from the adoption of the con- 
" stitution.*' - . 

" Resolved unanimously, that 500. copies of 
<< the above address and resolution be printed 
" in hand-bills for the benefit of our feljow re- 
<< publicum adopted citizens. 

« Archibald Tayloe, - Chairman. 

" S. Dempsey, - - Secretary.** 
24th April. — Upon my return from an ex- 
cursion to New Jersey, I received a letter from 

my friend C , dated " Hertford, Jan. 30.*' 

brought by Mr.W.Walford of Bishopsgate-street, 
who came in the " Minerva, Smyth,'* and is im- 
mediately proceeding on to Mr. Birkbeck. I am 
much concerned to hear, that even at that date, 
my first was the only report which had reached 
you. Of the accident which occurred to the 
** Electra of Philadelphia,** and the melaacholy 
catastrophe of Captain Williams, I was apprised 



by. LK^d'a lUtj.but as i^ wa^ taken sa&ly 
into St.MjalQe9» I bad indulged the hope, tt^at 
before the date of the above letter, you had 
safely received my communications : th^y were 
accompanied by a, large packet of newspapers^ 
pamphlet3» and 9ome curiosities. Had I been 
so thoughtful as to have mentioned to Mr. —«-*--*, 
of Philadelphia, that I wished a parcel taken to 
EiDglaud, he assures me that Mr. Rush, the am- 
bassador, who sailed in the Franklin, seventy- 
four, would have most willingly conveyed it to 
London J -^however, this knowledge is now un- 
availing, but I trust that my several reports, 
including the last from Virginia and Washings 
tcai,. dated in March, are, by this time, in your 
possession. Your commission to Mr. Flower, Mr. 
Birkbeck's associate, to purchase 9,000 acres in 
the Illinois, is certainly a bold measure j but as 
you desire. my immediate return, I shall defer 
the disqussion of its merits until I am blessed 
with the pleasure of meeting you all face to 
face^ and once more enjoying the indescrib^le 
delight of your society and an English fire-side. 
I shall, in all probability, embark by about the 
middle of next month. Captain H. — — sails 
in a few days, and I am sure will take parti- 
cidar care of this communication. 

The remark is now an old one, ** That 
" Americans have no national character.'* Half 
a century ago the observation was probably cqt- 
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rtet; bat I thtek i^ persand ae^fiudliteJlMi wtli 

show Jts utter 'WMt di foundation at the preMm 

pgnoA. Their nati<mal character, in myjuc^ 

ment, id broadly and distinctly maticed ^ an.4 m 

it common with that of other nation^ pairtalw^ 

of a mixture of wisdom and folly, of yirti» Jttd 

Tice, of tK>me excellences and of great de&eta« 

Although I cannot go the whcde length of 

M^or^s description of them, yet with a mind 09^ 

stituted, as I presume his to be, and with tiie 

dbappointments which lus strong prepossesgt^Ms 

in favour of America must have given rifteto^ I 

can easfly conceive that he would not fioil miidb 

dtfSculty in concluding that — r" Thejiidefii* 

'< miliarity c^' the lower orders^ and indeedliie 

« unpolished stdte of society in general^ WMdd 

I* neither surprise nor disgust, if they seemed to 

<< flow from IJiat simplicity of character, tkat 

<^ honest ignorance of the class of re&a^mifi8^ 

" which may be looked for in anew andinexpe- 

<* rienced peq>le. Butwhenwe^findi^emarriijed 

«»^ dtmatmity in imstof^ wes^ mdedl ^ptkk 

** of civilization, while they are stiU so remote 

•* from its elegant characteristics^ it is i^mpossibk 

<' not to feel that this yout/^t dicay^ ikis^ erwit 

•* mticrpatitm of the fmiurisd period (^cotruplkn^ 

" represses every sanguine hope ai tile fliMie 

•* greatness and energy of America.*^ - 

National, like individual character^ awit be 
hi a great meanire formed or ccmtiroJled^ by the 
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circiuiwtttiCfis in wiiiph m^x are sittuUEed. : For ^ 
th^ areatioa of a valuable sfcandaid of chaneter^ 
AiMffidaiiB are ditadvantageously placed : th^ 
are far remcrvied fironi that m^ss. of floating m^ 
tettigtii€» which pervades Europe, but moro 
et^paeially Eo^and ; and m addition to this^ as a 
pMple, and in their |K>Uttcal capacity, they have 
nodbing. to contend for — iK»tfaing to call iorth 
tbm energies, mui but littie of external excite-^ 
vaemt beyond the pursuits of gain, and merely 
aMBil gi»kification. In their civil condition^ 
aU .obtain a liviBg with ease. For religion, 
thek pnests think for them ; they hdve neither 
pereeeiELtiaR to excite zeal, <^pfMMdo^ or con^ 
tMm»smy to airaken Ihem to enquiiy, nor yet 
vistme or knowledge (efficient to show them 
ite^ ^ufarsaEtage^ ; whilst, in their political capa- 
city^ they have the cheapest, the easi^t, and the 
Vjimtr^ascmaiiefintxx of government in the world. 
Toi 2&i8trate nations by individuals is an old, and 
1^ no meaa:^ inapprc^iate mode of estimating 
peiitical character; and, for myself, I never 
fallow. an individual who was freed from strong 
«sli»nial excitement, or who pc^sessed every 
«iiiiig which h& desired without personal exer- 
tion, that did not sink into indolence, iikitfier- 
Mice^ selfiafanesft^ and actual vice. This seems 
to be made, and wisely so, one of the t^ms and 
gmtditkfiR of our natuore -^ << Whom the Lord 
^ lo\«tbfae Jbha^tisethv^ is a sacred maxim j tliat 
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chiisttsement is, I believe, as valimble «s itis 
neceaary* I hove not indeed seen the chancter 
whom I could call excellent, that had ncAiinda- 
gone trials, privaticHis, and sufferings* To be- 
come intellectual, energetic, and virtuous, in the 
present state of our existence, seems to reqi^ 
that we should 'first know sorrow, and have been 
acquainted with grief ^ not that I am the adw- 
cate for political oppression in order to prodoee 
those consequences, or that I widb to see tuns- 
planted into this free and hitherto wioppressed 
country, enormcms taxation — iniquity in high 
places^ — civil disabilities— ^religious exchiSKNis 
— standing armies— and hired spies and n!ifofiii- 
ers; but that a something 9tus/ occur, before^ 
peof^e can be roused from their present lethai£|^, 
— made, even in a limited degree, deserviaig af 
their unpandleled natural and |K)liticd[ adtfiO^ 
t^es — that something of this iiatin*e, aiafR^ 
the wise dispensations of Providaice, tti/7occur»J 
have no doubt ; for I cannot allow mysdhf to;dta«r 
the melancholy coticlusion of Moore, that wiMt 
we now see of the character of the ^^eofis^iimi 
as it may appear, " r^rebses every wDfgmt 
'' hope of the future energy and greataeaaitff 
«* America/' ,'>ti 

To understand America correctly, kb isp^ia 
some measure, necessary to recur to the ebum^^a 
and condition of its first civilized pop uia i ti p a , 
^ey wi&re,in the fii^t^ instance, ^tt%Niiitai£ttm 
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the several European natioos^. partieulitfly £ag- 
iMid^ the most respectable class of which were 
^ose who fled from religious persecution ; m>^ 
kilDoiisiderable number of transports ; the grent 
bbdy cf the rest wei*e as emigrants ever are^^ 
tile most enterprising^ the most needy, but by 
IM> means the most intelligent of their native 
gantry. It is such only, generally speaking, 
that can be induced to quit the land which gfiire 
ttoem birth ; even altiiough tihe exchange should 
bring mtii it the most decided advantages. 
Hie word home^ contains a sacred speU> whietL 
MMly can be broken. We cling to the hovels, 
^^ irocks,.and the sands, ai <mr birthplace, 
j|d^ a fifial a£fecti6]i which] sddom ceases hut 
incllii our: existence. These ^ feelings^ the D^ty 
leMaato have implanted for wise puiposes in the 
besoms of all men.: The emigrant to a wilder-- 
ww^will tberefiore.racely be a man even modern 
late in his. worldly circumstances ; and he will 
«tillmpire rarely be possessed c( regular habitt, 
t>r a cultivated mind. Mdxeptions will exist of 
'persons ifi4io take distant views, and who cw 
every feeling: and thought under the guidr 
of reflection and principle j but such will 
ever be but ea^cepHonSt while our nature remaina 
Ae same. Suchthen were the seeds of American 
^oeie^; let us look at the circumstances in 
vbidk these men were placed; in a country 
wliece^civtlizalioii bad made no progress ;<wbere.\ 

A A S 
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every mati, both in miiKl and body, was fbMy 
decupled in obtaining the bare means ci subsist- 
ence ; and where their relative situation towards 
the natives of the soil» was calculated to deaden 
every just, benevolent, and humane sentim«iit» 
As society advanced, indeed, the whole pc^* 
ktion no longer remained ^*# hewers of wood 
" and drawers of water/' Classification com- 
menced J but still those whose views, meims;^ or 
habits could be mental, were extremely limited 
in number. They left Europe at a dark period, 
not themselves the iinest specimens of tke na- 
tional picture ; even those amongst them who 
had leisure for literary objects, met with -ob- 
stacles at every step — the want of books, 
the want of society, and of commanicatioii mMk 
learned individuals or of scientific bodies. Th«e 
was besides no history attached to their countyy ; 
they lived indeed in a new world, ^ which -^iras 
*• endeared to them by no recoUecioonsy mi 
" which could neither excite nor gr^^ify their 
" curiosity, by the records of the pojGkJ^ The 
«rst accessions of strength from the « otf 
country,'' furnished little besides an iscreiftte 
<yf the manual labour. The colc^al govera- 
merit introduced some men of iitfiutBAtHm c 
public education was attended to^ richei-iiti- 
^n-eksed; the slave-trade was encouriged; 
tiegr6es wfere introduced in every Atofericm 
colony ; the/exjetoittMiiOA of IndiAiis %ettt>oo» 



the imnukfi gmd^ly mmxtg via l^eir cfHimry. 
litaratore was now in 9oixie respects advancipg, 
though the colonists depended fo^ their mental 
a» w»U as bodily clothing upon t^e mother 
eouAtry ; £k)glisb» Dutcb» Irish» Scotch, Ger- 
laMs^aod their several descendants, were be- 
eoming to spea^ one language, aiul have One 
i»mimon interest. They were, as colonists ever 
and neces^rily are, inferior to the parent country 
in. the first class of its intelligence, but above its 
grosser ignorance. Society had at this time ac- 
^|uired stability. The Revolution now took place^ 
The motives and causes which led to tiiis most 
ieaportant event are deserving of maiiced atten- 
tion: they were not, as had been the case witb 
XBOA other great national struggles, a dissatis- 
iattion gensrcify with their government, or a 
desire to be an independent peapk. Their resists 
i^lce went to one specific claim of the English 
onnistry, tajpoikm without representoMon ; tbi& 
objeot defeated, their design was to return to 
their former political condition : that there "^n 
no original intention to establidb an independent 
constitution, is admitted by Mr. Jefferson in hh 
•* Notes on VirgimaJ\ In the April of I776,. 
three months before the declaraticm of inde- 
pendence, Paine's /' Common sense^* appeared. 
Previous to the publication of this book, the 
leaden in the contest were made acquainted 
vaiih its dbgject and genet al purport. They werf^ 
A A 4 
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then alarmed -rcom^etely fiigbtfoed at the 
bare idea of declaring themselves independent. 
Sm individuals could not be found, who^ at 
that time, would go the length of a separaticMi 
from the mother trountry, from which a soikall 
concession, with regard to the stamp-^tct^ was 
hailed with the most enAusiastjc delight — the 
wish of the whole people being to heal the 
existing differences, and reUim to their former 
dependent situation. These facts are necessary 
to be borne in mind, as they will ac^punt for 
much which exists in the people, of the United 
States at the present day. The effect of 
" Common Sense*^ upon the, public mind wa» 
electric. Men were alarmed indeed — but they 
read, and conviction flashed upon their minds. 
Three months after the appearance of this book, 
the ** Declaration of Independence** was signed. 
The^contest now assumed altogether an altered 
aspect^ the struggle was no loiter for a resciue 
from a peculiar mode of taxation, but for the 
maintaining erf* rights, political and national, £or 
vital and fundamental principles, which, if once 
establi^ed, would build upon their shores a 
teoiple of freedom, and leave it there^ a model 
for (^her naticms and for after ages. Theiriends 
of human liberty in Europe crossed the Atlantic 
to &ai their darling flame. Others sdso epii- 
^ratodofa moi^ dubious character : America 
becaitte the reee{i<iacle for spectti^tors^ ^aad 
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fortune-hunters, for adventurers and base and 
demoralized characters of eveiy shade and de- 
scription. The peaceful pursuits of agriculture 
were exchanged for those of the sword ; society 
was shifted from its base, and every thing 
became disorganized. Peace was at length 
proclaimed, bu* it failed to bring with it those 
halcyon days, of which the olive-branch is 
generally considered the precursor. America 
was now a chaos, bankrupt alike, it was feared, 
in morals and in finances. Their warmest 
patriots doubted whether their independence 
were not in fact a curse to them. The admi- 
nistration of Washington, which succeeded, was 
marked by policy, by sound views, and by 
political wisdom ; but, in drawing up the con- 
stitution, the desire to guard against the possi- 
'hility of corruption, nearly produced the eflbct 
of destroying all government — a jealousy of 
power, carried to an imprudent excess, had too 
much weakened the pillars which should suj^khI: 
the political fabric. A revision of the principle9 
of the federal union became necessary to the 
salvation of the republic. This question gav* 
rise to two great political parties*, praclkaUy 
though not theoretically possessed of opposite 

* Those wh6 advocated the measure of a revision of the 
iCoiistitutioKi> for the jmlpoiBe fsi incoreasfaif thepowers of the 
4^nenii:goy0nmeiit, took the lume of Federidists, and their 
opponents that of Democrats. 
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priiicijdM of government^ and fostefing m th^ 
breadi» even uoto tWs day, the most imp^ 
oiMe hatred. The friend of domestic peace 
and of public morals, feeling, perhaps too 
acutely, present evils, without calculating 1;bat 
a time for their correction must arrive, Umdly 
.dwelt upon a remembrance of those days when 
they were children of the English family ^ for* 
getting, as men too frequently do when reviewiqg 
the past, all that was painful and unpleasant^ 
and only cherishing the recollection and sigh* 
ing after advantages of which they bad been 
deprived. European politics became, now the 
subject of general attention. The French 
rev^ution naturally produced unusual e:Kcite- 
ment : a large majority were its advocates^^ 
They considered the event as only a continua- 
ticm of the stru^le which they had^jommenced, 
for the emancipation of the worlds Othefs, 
mkened with the effects, of their own cbai^e^ 
riewed it with jaundiced ey^s. Great Britain, 
jmning in the confederacy ^^nst the new 
Rbpublic, and the excesses cofnmitted by the 
French, afi«ded fresh food for the noiiridiment 
of political partis on this continent. • Ihe 
feiemlhts now obtained the additional title of 
English tones, and the democrats^ that of 
flench jacobins. Revolutionists upon the 
wildest principles flocks to Assfidcai i The 
French party became so numettms Md so 
strong, that those who differed from them were 



in fact :exp086d to a system of practicid pro- 
scription throughout the Union. A head, less 
deliberate and cool than Washington's, would 
have been driven into an open alliance witii 
republican France; as it was, the Gallic am- 
bassador ( Jenet) nesu-ly set the administration at 
defiance. So triumphant indeed were these 
advocates of desperate measures, that at one 
period an expression of difference of opinion 
end^ng^red personal safety, and even a list 
of pro^ribed Americans (among which was 
Mr« John Quincy Adams) was suspended irom 
the ma^t-head of a French frigate in Boston 
harbour* This danger, however, was by pru- 
dence ultimately avoided, and peril from the con- 
trary side would seem next to have followed* 
^ The presidency of Mr. Adams (a federalist) 
succeeded that of Washington. Some of his 
'measures were p^rhs^ps compelled by the dr. 
oumstances of the times; but no friend of 
liberCy can advocate his fourteen years* natu^ 
raliBation law ; his frequent public prosecutions 
for libel ; his pUns for a standing army, and his 
aim to obtain the state and style of royal^. 
The effect <rf his administration was to re-excite 
all the violent and turbulent feelings of the. de- 
mocratic party^ which Washington^ policy had 
allayed. At the termination of the first period 
oi his presidepeyi a desperate conflict ensued : 
the fedeiil party were defend in his person for 
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the Presidentship by a majority of one. Mr/ Jef- 
ferson rose upon his ruins, and from that time to 
ihe present) the democratic party have sat at the 
helm of state. The unsuccessful attempt at re- 
volution in Ireland, threw into America a con- 
siderable number of well-intentioned perhaps, 
but certainly very diseased members of the* body 
politic ; while the accession of multitudes of 
the most ignorant classes of society from H<A- 
land and Germany, together with the vast in- 
crease of black population, rapidly added to the 
numerical population, extending the range, and 
increasing the produce of manual labour, without 
adding any thing that was valuable to, if I miy 
so express myself, the stock of national mind* 
America, in the meantime, in her pohtical capa- 
city, was making rapid advances towards taking 
her standing as a first-rate power. Her tntemd 
resources were boundless j her geographical 
sftuation secured her from attack during the 
weakness, as it were, of infancy j her population 
went on increasing in a ratio not paralleled in 
modem times, but easily to be accounted fbr 
uponwrell-known principles of political economy. 
--At this time it was' that the' disturbed state ttf 
I Europe threw into her hands the carrying trade 
of the world, and enabled her to erect a mer- 
cantile marine, only second to that of Gtcat 
, Britain^ This unexpected, and unprepttreS-^ 
influx of wealth, demoralized, whfle it enriched j 



with, the people, there was no preparation, no — 
pupillage, ' no gradation, no step from the pri- 
lltitive log-house to the splendour of the pala<^0. 
European luxury and vice, unadorned, by E^uro- 
pean knowledge, and not ameliorated by Eu- 
ropean habits of refinement, rapidly overspread 
the land, and produced their natural and unavoid- 
able consequences. The pursuits of the whole 
people assumed also a hazardous and speculative 
cast; opportunities for indulging which were 
constantly presented by the disturbed state, of 
European commerce, and by their own vast uur 
peopled continent. The means of living were^ 
in. the hands of every man, with the occupiation 
of but one-fourth part of his time. They were 
in possession of political and domestic ease, the 
sources, or the value of which their want of 
reflection prevented them from estimating ; and 
having, at once the means, the time, aod the 
opportunity of gratifying their passions, or 
indulging their indolence, they have not pvur- 
med learning beyond their school-books, llms, 
neglecting to encourage any pursuits, either 
individually or collectively, which may be called 
mentalt they appear^ as a nation, to have sunk 
ijato habits of indolence and indifference ; they ^ 
are neither lively in their tempers, nor gene- 
rous in their dispositions ; though a great poli- 
t^al nation, they have little science and no-- 
litarature ; and, as individuals, while they are 



S66 tTAR OP 181«. 

theoretically pos^ftsed of freedom imd ittde* 
pendence, they are too frequently but mere ma^ 
chines in the hands of interested and unprmci- 
pled men. 

The war of 1812 forms an important epoch 
in their history ; it not only called into actkm 
all their latent animosities, but it produced an 
eflfect which had not been anticipate^, it was 
found that their resources, though vast, and 
even boundless, were as yet unorganized, and 
not of a kind of which they could immediately 
avail themselves. Party violence was extreme- 
loans could not be negotiated — government 
securities sold at 83| percent, discount^ — specie 
had disappeared^ and penny and two-penny 
notes were a common circulating medium. A 
convention was held of the New England States; 
which, had not peace intervened to prevent 
their views being carried into execution, wotdiT 
probably have terminated in a division of the 
States. Loans, contracts, jobs, smuggling, 
peculation, and fraud infected every part oi"* the 
Union. The nation suffered, — ^but, as th«ir 
suffi^rings were of short duration, they have now 
almost forgotten their existei^oe. 
^ Looking fairly therefore at all these cireuffi- 
stances, we ought not to be sui^rised to ftid 
that American theory is at least t^o cefttmies 
in advance of American pfxxctice. We have 
usuaify connected with ear ideas <A^ repuUican- 

13 
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moL and unpolished maniBecs^ a simplicity and 
honesty of mind which more than compoiaaie 
for all minor defects* That we should not meet 
with even an approach to these characteristics in 
America is by no means extraordinary, when we 
reflect upon their origin and the materials from 
which their present character is derived. They 
were not originally a new people/ who have 
gradually advanced from bart^arism to a know- 
ledge of enlightened political principles; on the 
contrary, they formed not even the best portion 
of an old stock, and they have been placed in 
novel circumstances, and occupied in {mrsuits 
little calculated to increase political virtue^ or 
advance mental acquirements. Their coi:0tiito- 
tion itself is not an oiiginal production ; it is 
modelled, in fact, upon that of England, par- 
taking of most of its forms, intermixed with many^ 
peculiarities of the colonial regime. In the 
instance of Khode Island, the original ebairterof 
Charles the Second is its present form of govern- 
ment. The laws of England are at this moment, 
aliBOit without even an attempt at improvewienty 
the kws of Ammcm. Old Bailey, Hicks's Hall, 
and Westminster Oaoses, with the acts of Gaoifge 
tibie Thirds &c. &c foe. are now cited in the most 
distimt courts of law — ^^in the wilderness as wfti 
as in eiU America: even the. French lawyers in 
Louisiana are oompdled to substitute Coke's Ijs- 
»titutes> Blackstone'W Coimlentaries^ and East's 
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R^orts, in the stead of the laws of the ancien 
regime^ or the modern assistance which could 
have been derived from the Code Napoleon/ 

The theory of education is British, at least 
so far as that name can be given to mere exter- 
nals ; the plans of public schools, mode of study, 
and the authors used, being taken from Eiiglish 
practice, but without the solidity of enquiry, and 
variety of assistance derived both from writers 
and professors, which characterize our present 
establishments. 
^ The reading of Americans (for I have not 
S^ seen in society an approach to what can be 
called study) is English ; there being few native 
writers, and but a small number of these who 
possess the respect of even their own country- 
men. Our novels and poetry, not excepting 
those which proceed from the Minerva press, 
meet with an immediate reprint, and constitute 
practically the entire American library. 

There are theatres^ either stationary or occa- 
sional, in most towns of which the populatioQ 
is two thousand and upwards ; yet I know of 
but one native play (Bunker's Hill): the per- 
formers too are English, at least in the propw- 
tion to Americans of eight out of every ten ; so 
Uiat the stage of this country may justly be de- 
nominated British. Many of the vidgar saying, 
and still more vulgar prejudices, of our little 
island are transported hither. Frenchmen and 
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leeks, Irishmen and bulls, are even the subjects 
of Atnerican ridicule, and in the uncontaminated 
style of Spitalfields and Shorediteh.* — AnoUier 
source of intimate communication with England ^ 
^exists in the articles of clothing, and nearly 
every domestic utensil, being also the manufac- 
ture of our island. Yet, in spite of all these va- 
rious ties of connection with England, imd with 
Englishmen, they aippear generally to regard both 
with jealousy and hatred. Did this dislike pro- 
ceed from correct principles, I should think it 
honourable to their national character; for 
we, or at least our government, have certainly 
left ho ; mieans untried to prevent them, in 
the first instance, from (Staining the natural 
rights of men, and — when that was found to be 
impossible, then to blast all the advantages they 
had gained, and crush their rising prosperity. 
iSut the American hatred of our country ia not 
bottomed upon causes which reason would have 



* In Washington, on last St. Patrick's day, according to 
custom, a figure ¥ra8 stufied siiallar to our Guy Faux, and 
called Paddy ; he was placed within the gate of the Navy- 
yard, with pipes, tobacco, and whiskey. — In Philadelphia 
a gentleman informed me that there were numerous Paddies 
exhibited in the same style ; some were carried by boyf , 
begging to *^ Temember poor Paddy." This offensive practice 
was carried to such an extent in New York a few years back 
that serious riots were produced by it. There is now a la^ 
of that corporation prohibiting ** Paddies'' being exhibited on 
the 17th of March. 

B B 



'870 * IMITATION OI THE ENGU8H. 

dictated: its compcfnent j^arts caniMJt lie deaOr 
minated to be eithef rational ori-eiective:— it 
is, in sonrce, and in mode of exp.r«asiiofl, an exr 
act parallel to tl»t of our most uneducated 
class^ concerning the French people, who aW 
^ays dislike Frenchmen, apd the oolyreason they 
can gke for such fieeKngs is^ because they are 
Frenchmen — and because the nevapapers say 
Frendimen ought to be hated. 
- To copy from a nation like England, which is 
so preeminently distinguished by knowledge, as 
varied as it is profound, can reflect disgrace on 
no country; but in the act of imitation these 
should be judicious selection, and not an indis- 
criminate applicatidn of infttitutioBS and prac* 
tices, which, though perhaps suited to a p eculiar 
country, and a very mixed state of society, emnnt 
be expected to harmonize with the wants or the 
character of another pe<^e, under circumstanceB 
and in civil condition essentially diflinent. The 
Americatis seem to have forgotten this, and, like 
most imitators, very peculiarly excel in the d^eets 
of the original. This conduct, on their p«rt, is at- 
tended with serious disadvantages to themselves, 
and prevents their possession of a soljd base upon 
which to etect a purdy American superstiwct^ 
At present their mental streams are derived fcont 
two sources, (those of the old and of the new 
wocld,) of opposite qualities, either of which used 
separately, or by a limited and judicioos ad- 
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mixtuffe^ wimld be beneiicial ^ but as tbey ari 
suffered to ik>w on to the point of thoir junction 
without interruption or purification/ they only 
produce muddy and infectious waters. Con-*^ 
verse with an American upoiii the condition o£ 
the world at lar^, its political situation and true 
interests, he is rarely clear-headed; not from 
want of capadty, but the sour^ses of his know- 
ledge have been so jumbled, and his informattoA 
in general is so ilUarrangedy that be ia often, in 
the same breath, an advocate for the extremes 
of liberty and of slavery. The nation at large 
disl&e England, and yet, both individually an4 
cdlectively, would be offended sbocdd a hint be 
expressed that they were of Irish or of Dutch, 
airf nut of English, descent. They contend for 
tifie^nperiority of their genius in taste^ mechanical 
arts^ and literature, and yet they disregardfashiom 
.^or boi^ which are not impmted from Great Bri« 
tain. Notwithstanding this voluntary national 
dependence, th#|pe are^ periiaps, no people^ not 
ev^i excepting the French, who are ^o V£»n ajs 
die Americans j their self-esfcjlnation, and co^ 
headed bombast, when speaking of themselves 
or their country, are quite ludicrous. An anec^ 
dote is told of General Moreau, who, at the 
commencement of the late war with England, was 
in America ; a friend, addressing him, observed 
that 1ms miKtary talents would be of essential 
service' to the Republic. He replied in the 
3» 2 ' 
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negative y adding, that there was not a drommer 
in the Acperican army who did not think Imnaelf 
equal to General Moreau. This fact will dpgif 
^0 all oecupations with an equal degree of faith- 
fulness. Every man here thinks he has arrived 
at the acme of peiiection : the mechanics them- 
i^elves possess the same feeling. When a^Newark^ 
.1 was informed that some ch<nce designs in chair;- 
l^fi^nning and coach-plating were lately prodwed 
by two^mjgnots -y the natives turned upon thek 
iifelsi " Ay,, they guessed them 'em; were 
<< £ftshipn8 they had lejf't off/' Every American 
i^l^nsi^ws, that it is impossible for a fpreig^r to 
teaph hHQ.a^y thing, and that his head coia^ains 
a perfect encyclope^dia. Thb excessive inflation 
4ii miUDd murt be attended with many.diaadTOii- 
tages ; though wfato I look at the various causes 
.which have combined to produce it, I am not 
much surprised at its existrace. Asji pecq[4e, th^ 
feel.th^t they have g<;>t to gain a character, and, 
like individuals under similar circumstances, are 
captious and conceited in proportion to their 
defects. ; They appear to aim at a standard of 
,high reputation, without the labprious task of 
deserving it, and praqtise upon theimelves the 
8e|f-dec0ption of beHeving that th^y really are 
Uiat which they only wish to he. This fec^g 
has not been lessen^ by.tljieir successes in the 
late coqt^^ widi Great Britiun y for, altho«i^ 19 
several engagements on our favourite, ele^ient 
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they had ah overwhelming superiority, yet there 
were instances when that was not the case i and 
the defeat of English frigates, with even any 
^sparity of force, ^as too great an honour to hie 
estimated exactly als it tnerited. The boasting 
npon this subject is so extravagant that it hat- 
lesques the object of its praise. *• America is now 
the ruler of the waves ;*' and every song and 
joke, fact and falsehood that we have bestowed 
Tipon our tars, ii*e transferred to the *« Slat- 
"^* spanned banner, and the bnrte sons of Co* 
" lumbia,'' %ith the characteristic fidelity of a 
national intellect, rendered barren from want 
of cidture } and even on such an'occasion has 
hardly produced an attempt at originaHty. * "^ 

' • * Hie following nantl songs are in h%fa refute. Hie 
servility of imitation whidi they exhibit {it is not even pee- 
tended that they are parodies) is a just characteristic of not 
merely American song-making, but of almost every pursuit 
In this coimtry* 

SONG. 

" Tune — Battle of the Nile. 

*' Arise ! arise ! Cplumbia's sons aris^ ! 

" And shake off the torpor of sloth and inactivity ; 

^< And while the loud cannon revert)'mte$ to the skies, 

^ United swear to penrii or befhee ! --*- 

<< ^or mark where her Gemos, on her mountains standings 

'* Cries with a voice impressive and commanding, 
" When heart and hand unites 
" To guard our country's rights, 

** Then death or indepead^ce still tte watch-word shall be. 
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My knowledge of the details of the late war 
was extremely limited when I first landed in 
this oountry. A short residence hese^ however, 
will fwce upon the attention of all persons an 
aoquaintance wiiii navd history. Every man, 
WonsUl, and ichild in America talk about the 
Guerriere, .the Java, the Macedonia^ the Fn^, 
Lake Erie, Lake Champlaio, and the ^ vast 
f< inferiority of British sailors and soldiers to 
1^ the true-blooded Yankees/' A non4nter^ 
course act seems to have passed against the 
sciences, morals, and litetatture in Amencan so* 
cioiy ; even the ladies are content to be silent^ 
(w, when they do exptess an idea^ it is sure to 



*' Htieza! H^i^za! Huzea! Huzza/ ttuzzalBoysl 
** Rally round the staiklard which Liberty fir^ 

" planted here ; 
'^ Huzza! Huzza! Huzza! Huzza! Huzza! Boys!^ 
" Columbia's sons will perish or live free! ^ 

SONG* 

** Txj^E — Pull axjoajf yeo ho, boys^ 

Yankee sailors have a knacky 

" H^ul away ! yeO ho, boysl 
" Pulling down a iBritish Jack, 

" *Gainsl any odds you know, boys* 
^ Come three to one, right sure am I, 
" . If we can't beat them, stiJl we'll 4ry, 
« To make Columbia's coloiurs fly, 

** Haul away ! yeo ho, boys I 
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eo^tdin the rained smd mteUectmU names of 
Comm<idore HuH, Captain Laurence, and Ge>- 
neral Jaeksojiv A knowle<%e of such eveintB 
is ceitaittiy desirable ; but to cause them, a& 
they iBtf e here, to be the never'^ending theme ^ 
l^onversation^ the circle round whidx every tkmg 
involves, is to make the going into. society a 
punishment instead of a pleasure. This ten^ 
dency is stated to have been .finely ridiculed by 
Mr. Jeffi*ey, oftheEdiiribuigh Review, who vidited 
this country soon after the war. To a question 
said to have been pirt to him by Mr. Madison, 
*< What did you thii&^f the war, Mr. Jrffrey ? '• 
he cody repii^ " Upon my wotd^ Sir, I did 
<* not hear of it/' 

. Naval afiaif s being : so frequently the subject 
of remark, I took some trouble to investigate 
the real lacts relating to them^ and found that 
a large body of the American seamen were 
British subjects ^ and that, moi^ particularly, 
the forces, of their vessels almost ensured sue- 
cess. In th6&rst victory, that of the " Consti* 
tution" over the " Guerri^re,** Mr. James states 
the broad-side metal in pounds of the American 
was 768; of the British, 517: 4iie American 
complement of men, 468 ; erf British, 263 : of 
size in tcms of the American, 1533 ^ of. Britisb, 
1084. In the affiiir of the ^< United States" 
and ** ConstitutiiMii^' which defeated the ** Mace- 
donian'^ and << Java,'' a similar disparity existed ; 
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and in the Lake Erie fleet, the American anotitrt 
of broad-side metal in pounds was 9il&i ot^ 
British, 459: the siase in tons, l^dO ; ofBritisfa^ 
865 : in complement of men, 580 ; <^ Britiriit 
S4f5. Th^se are matters about which I alnptd 
have known little, and cared less, had ^legr. not 
been in American society the eternal soiut:^ 
of conversation, to the exclusioa of every 6tlb^^ 
ject of taste, moiwls, or literature, — indeed of 
every other, except the price of cotton, flour, Md 
niggars. ; , . 

The tyrannical omduct of our gi^wmment 
in naval afiairs, their system of impr^Hunent and 
of flogging, and the absurd and insdient claim - 
of the right of search, might wdl, parlictitariy 
the last, have exasperated the American natioo, \ 
and more espedally her seamen;, ^tiU the . 
Americans are deserving of great honiour fov 
what they really achieved. . Sobool*)|oys m th^* ^ 
art of war, they wepe yet better pw^aned for it, 
and €?viaced moie practical dexterity, ^ than our 
h<wy-headed practitioners., But with this 
limited degree of praise, they are not content^; 
they are, forsooth, "thel-ords of theoojaitl'* 
« Neptune's, choicest sons!** " >yiGtopw»Si 
«* though, the EngKsh ha4\great saperiorityjof 
« force!*' « The star-spangled buimer is^e 
** astonishment, the admiration, t^md the^<»y 
*• of the world ! ''—r^with- volumes itiore of siich^ 
fix>thy, sensjcless bombast.. < , ... i. 
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OUier eailses €ff their great national pride ancT 
vanky suggest themselves to the mind. One 
may consist in their being so fer removed froni 
the seit of the arts and sciences, : that their ac- 
qiiif€Meiits'€trenottriedbytheonlyefiectualstiand- 
ard — ' com|)arison. They are left in undisputed 
possession of the belief that infancy is manhood ; 
that pueriMty is superiority; and that medio- 
crity is first-rate talent. •» They have apolitical 
repubitc within themselves ; but they send 
scarcely one representative to the general re- 
public of letters. European writers too, who 
have never actBally visited America, taking 
their, ideas^ of the Inhs^tants, their manners 
and idstftuticms, from the laws and political con- 
stitutkm of the country, have frequently been 
pro&se in dieir eulogies. Speculating emigrants, 
froni intefested motives, have followed in the 
same track. American authors, in the sincerity 
of their be«rti^ have re-echoed these praises, while 
politicians, among whom I regret to see Mr. ^ 
Munroe occiq^ng a prominent part, have told 
them .that they are ^* the m&stmUghtened naUoh 
" inthdworM! r Americans would be more 
than humah, were they not irtjured by this 
powerful comMiiation against thep: national im- 
provement. Man's vanity is of dl points the 
most tender J andthere arefew, I believe, willing 
to reject flattery; even from any source of to 
any extent. So far indeed is this carried in the 
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United SUjfce», tliat if a traveUer rfwuld pwnt 
out the smaUest defect or error, no inquiry i$ 
ever made by the American? into the truth 
of the charge j the writer is immediately viewed 
as a foul calumniator, or guilty of premedi- 
tated falsehood and intentional insult}. and is 
not unlikely to be denominated a hireling, 
in the pay of some foreign government Should 
this tone of thinking remain uncorrected, it can- 
not but produce the most pernicious effects. By 
such a course, improvement must be checked and 
error perpetuated. The vanity of this people 
may thus be gratified i but they must bfi content 
to remain children in knowledge and im- 
provement of every kind, aad submit to be 
rocked for ages in the cradle of European 

intellect. 

There are additional consideratioaa worthy oi' 
oui attention in forming a correct estimate of 
the Ajntericsm people. One which su^ests it. 
^ self is, the want of social subordination which 
exists amopg thenu Servants feel themselves 
independent of their employers, and chadr«tt <rf 
their parents. This may be attended with some 
advantages : it may please whencontrarfied with 
the degrading slavery of the European world j 
but it is not free from serious and peculiar evils. 
It increases selfish . feelings and pursu^ j it in- 
dividualizes society, and prevents a developc 
ment of those social qualities which are of im- 



feAfttV MARftlAGBS. Srif§ 

portant benefit to, as well as the greatest orna-^^_^ 
meat of our nature. Early Marriages partly 
proceed perhaps from this state of things, though 
the great source of their frequency is certainly, in 
conformity with a well-known theory — theei^e 
with which the necessaries of life can be ob* . 
tained. Arguments are not wanting in favoui* 
of youthful matrimonial engagements ; and, 
without considering the matter in an individual ' 
point of view, it certainly contributes to the 
more rapid advancement of a country re- 
quiring population. Yet, strong as such rea- 
sons may be, I should, if morally considered, 
hesitate in bearing my testimony to their so- 
lidity. The youth of twenty, and the female 
of: fourteen, are ill fitted for the cares, anxie- 
ties, and education of a family — neither their 
bodily nor * mental strength has attained ma- 
turity. Those days also •'^diich ought to be 
devoted to the acquirement of solid information, 
and to the improving, perhaps it may be said, 
to the creating the character, are necessarSy 
devoted to other objects. The cares of Hfe, 
uader such circumstances, begin to press upoii 
ioclividuals who have not previously had time bt 
Ojiportunity to learn its duties. No provision has 
been made for the support of a rising family— to 
this therefore every other object will generafly 
be sacrificed : by these means a sordid and calcu«- 
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Uimg spirit is ei^ender ed — the more gen^mtf 
£eit{iQg9^<^ our nature acquire neither irtceo^ 
nor stabilitj ; and every mental and ennoUhig 
lawsuit is abandoned vrith a view to the gettial^ 
on in life. 

The American female clmracter require our 
AttentioQ : in mental pursuits it would appear 
to be at present but little advanced. . Hiis pi» 
ceeds no doubt from a variety of causts ; aH 
that hftt been said of the male peculation, by a 
lAatural redaction affecting the female also. Tb0 
demand, too, (if I may be excused a mercanla^ 
phrase upon such a subject,) exceeding thie mjh 
ply, toother with the comparatively lesa- vidue 
set upon domestic com£brt, may, perhaps, h^v^ 
tended to produce the extreme attention to nier^ 

....pemonal oimament, and the univeraidl neglect 4)f 
e^er mental or domestic knowledge, whtcht afh 
pears to exist among the fem^es he^e, as^en^ 
pared with those of Englimd. ' t 

The reflections generated hy these considaf- 
ationa are, what .my personal observation has 
QOi^rmed -*- that a great part of i^ liatKm a^ 
content to be employed in procuring the &9t 

. necess^i^s of life, and in mere animal ecgof- 
ment These several causes may have assisted 
in the production of a general fact> lAat Here 
all knowledge, beyond that of immediate pecu- 
niary intere^ is 8i^>erfi0iAl. 
The sMesman of America has heretofore been 



altogether of •a different, and, pefhaps, a superior 

ni^ ta those of Europe. There has been hi this 

pountry nothing of the regularlt^trained and 

Jmmljf^b&rn great man. A senator^ a secretary Of 

state, or a president, is commonly a lawyer, who 

hm risen by his talents or perseverance ; and, in 

addition, he is not unfrequently a falrm^: and 

when his official duties have terminated, he i^ 

tarns from Wa^ington to his home, and re* 

suines his former occupations. fVom this 

domestic and sound mode of oonducting tiie 

pubiic wfal, there has of late years been a pai^ 

^ial demtJon. Certain families haye ed^ed 

themselves into govemment-<^k;es, and h^ve 

fTOfV^ to be, in practice at leasit, ^ adhe* 

rents of the- doctrine of heredttaty descent; 

^1^ the general features remain as described: 

-atnd, however discordant the fact may appear 

yfitii the principles of legitteacyj I believe rnme 

will be found hardy enough to assert, that these 

men display any want of the knowledge or 

ability required by thar station j or that they do 

not play their parts with as much vigour, effect, 

and integrity, as if thej^ had been the descend- 

ants of an ancient and titled aristocracy^* 

* To judge indeed by the amount of $alarm, there must 
be a lamentable deficiency of intellect on the part of the 
Republican stateftmen : — 

The President of the United iStates receives km annual 

. labry of only 5625K. and thifr is found to j^oqure able men, 

toho have realiy talent and mind at their awn disposal. The 
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The existence of sUvery in the United* Skates 
bas a most visible effect upon the nationil 
diaracter. It necessarily brutalizes the minds^ of 
the southern and western inhabitants ; it lowers, 
indeed, the tone of humane and correct feding 
thiXHighout the Union ; and imperceptibly om- 
tributee to the existence of that great difference 
which here exists between theory and practice. 
The treatment of the Indian nations is but ill 
calculated to excite liberal or humane feelings; 
for, however Mr. Munroe and others may at- 
tempt to philosophize upon the benefits which 
arke from uncivilized man's making way before 
a more ** dense population^** the admitted ftct 
is, that Americans are making continued en« 
^roachments upon the aboriginal inhabitants, 
either under the semblance ^of treaties^ or by 
direct warfere, produced, as the present one 
is said to have been, by designed* agressions' 
and i^gravating insults on the part of the people 
rf the United States. 

Thb diversity of laws in separate States, bjr 
which acts considered as a crime in otie part 
are not punishable in another, and also many 



Vice-President, Secretary of State, and Chief Justice, each 
are paid 11251. per annum; other Judges, 9001.; the Se^ 
cretaries of the Treasury, War and Navy department, each 
9001. per annum ; the Governor of the State of Btew York, 
16871. 10s. ; ditto of Vermont, 1351. ! ! 
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c^Hifus^ impressions of rigbt and waoagf gaie*- 
jAie much evil, while the state of the baiikrupt 
law8» and an immense and compUcated pap«r out^ 
reocy *, are universal and increasing evib; each 
of these having opened aa extensive field to the 
calculations of avidity and the speculations of the 
<iishonest. The list of inscdivencies in the State 
from which I now write is ^normcms. Failure 
in trade, ao &r from bdng a cause of loss, 6r 
nufarject of shame, is generally tiie means of se^ 
curing a fortune ; and so callous upon this sub- 
ject has the public mind become, that no kind 
of disadvantage or disgrace attaches to the ind^* 
vidual, who takes, theref(He, little pains to dis^ 
^ise the source of his wealth. ' ' 

Although pauperism has not arrived at Eng^ 
lish maturity, nor does it often attract die pub- 
lic eye (for myself, I have seen but three 
beggars, one of whom accosted me in the gal^ 
lery of the House of Representatives in Wash^ 
ington); yet it does exist, and that to am 
extent which I had not imagmed until the pe- 
rusal of Governor Clinton's most able address 
to ike New York legislature^ He^there re- 
marks—" Our statutes relating to the poor are 

♦ The New York brokers publish a weekly list of the 
price of the notes of all parts of the Union, in the money- 
market of that city. There are notes of all the banks to be 
had at every variety of price, from | per cent, to ,40 per cent, 
discount. ■ ' 
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^ boiTOWtd from the £tigliah syslb^fa. Amtthe 
^^ experience of that country as w^ as oar own, 
^ shows that pauperism increases with tlieaug* 
^* mutation of the funds apjdkd to its 9«^f. 
«< This evil has proceeded to such an idarrang 
"extent in the city of New York, that the 
" burdens of heavy taxation which it hfis im- 
" posed, menace a diminutioQ «of thepopula- 
•«« tion of that city, and a' depredation of its real 
^ property. The consequences will be very 
^ injurbus to the whole State ; for the decay of 
*« our great market will be felt in'fevery de- 
^ partmient of productive labour. Under the 
« present system the fruits of industry are ap- 
" propriated to the wants of idleness ^ a labo- 
-** rious poor man is taxed for the support' o£ an 
^ idle beggar; and the vwce <rfi mendicity, no 
« longer considered degrading, infects a con- 
-*^ iriderable portion of our population m laige 
^* towns^ I am persuaded that the soon^ a ra- 
" dical reform takes place, the better. The evil 
*^ is contagious, and a pronipt CKthrpation; ton 
^* sdone prevent its pernicious extension.'*^ 

To pauperism may be added lotteries, which 
arenumefoas in all the States; and* in many 
the English exploded iniquity of insurance^ and 
^* little goes,** exist in full operation. 

The commerce of the United States has expe- 
rienced a great revival since 1815. Durfog tlie 
calamitous period of war, the merchant-ships 
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^pe rotting, and tteir owners became bank- 
rupt. The f(^Iowing statement, the amounts 
of wbidi are in dollars, copied from official re- 
ports, presents a most interesting detail of the 
trade of America at this time : — 

Exports iFor the Year ending Sept. 30. 1817 : 
The domestic products or manufactures ex- 
ported, amounted to - Dollars 68,318,500 
. The Jbr^ign products or manufactures - 19,358,069 



Total . 


. Dollars 87,671,569 


The exports were. 








Domestic. 


Foreign. 


To the northern countries of Europe 3,828,563 


2,790,408 


Dominions of the Netherlandf 


\ 3,397,775 


2,387,553 


Ditto of Great Britain 


41,431,168 


2,037,074 


Ditto of France 


9,717,423 


2,71'7,395 


• Ditto of Spain 


4,530,156 


9,893,780 


Ditto of Portugal - 


1,501,237 


333,586 


All other dominions 


3,907,178 


5,198,289 


^ Dollars 68,313,500 19,958,^069 


The exports were, 






' litmettic. 


Foreign, 


Total 


From NewHampshire 170,599 


> 26,825 


197,424 


' Vennont - ^13,201: 




913,201 


Massachusetts --5,908,416 


6,019,581 


11,927,997 


Rhode Island v 577,911 


372,556 


950,467 


Connecticut - 574,290 


29^9 


604,139 


New York - 13,660,733 


5,046,700 


18,707,439 


New Jersey - 5,849 




5,849 


Pennsylvania 5,538,003 


3,197,589 


8,735,592 


Ddaware ^ - 38,771 


6,083 


44,854 


Maryland - 5,887,884 


3,046,046 


8,933,930 


- ' Dist. of Columbia . 1 ,689,102 


79,556 


1,768,658 



Carried forward 34,764,559 17,722,784 52,789,544 
C C 
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Dometlk. Fert^ ThkfL , 

Brought forward, Dol. 35,764',559 17,724.,784 52,789»544 

Virginia - 5,561,238 60,^4 5,621 ,44ir 

Nortli Cardina 955,«H hdSB m$,mO 

South Carolina 9,944,443 428,270 10,37?^1S 

Georgia - 8,530,831 259,883 8,790,714 

Ohio - - 7,749 — - 7,749 

, Louisiana - 8,241,254 783,558 9,024,81^ 

Michigan territory 64,228 6^228 

Mississippi do. 43,887 . 43,887 

Dollars 68,313,500 19,358,069 87,671,&56 



Of these exports, there were — 

I. Derived from the sea - - Dollars 1,671,000 

2* from the forest » - 6,484^000- 

3. from agriculture - - - 51,22Q,Q0i> 

4. from manufactures - - 2,202,000 
Uncertain . . . - « 734,000 

The Katies collected on the importation of iirticles^ 
iMA were afterwards re-exportcc^ without being en- 
titled to drawback^ amounted to 627»206 dollars, S7 cenbs* 

The^fiour exported firom October !♦ 1816, to Sep- 
tember 30, 1817, amounted to - Dollars 17,751,376 
The Sea Island Cotton exported within the same 

time - . . . , 3,240,752 

Other cotton exported, mnounted to - 19,386,862 

Tobacco, amounted to • - - %2S0fiSf^ 

Bke - - - - - 2,378,880 

fish - - - - - 1,328,050 

Tfinbet and Lumber , of ail descriptions - 3,3Sl,349' 

Pot mi Pearl Askes ^ . ^ 1,967,243 

ThBse form the prineipal exports of domestic pro- 
duct : the iron^ in all shapes, exported, amounted to 
138,579 dollars. Amongst the most curious eaqxirts 
may be ranked maple sugary which amounted to 4,374 
dollars. The gun-powder exported, amounted ta 
356,522 dollars. 
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AHhough this does not equal in amount the 
business done previous to the issuing of the 
English Orders in Council, it is still very large 
in extent ; and the articles of export being all 
bulky, they operate as an important nursery for 
seamen.* 

The FINANCES of the United States are de-^ 
rived from sale of lands, and duties on imports. 
The latter, in an especial degree, are found very 
productive. Still this is mfactj though it may 
not be in name^ internal taxotion. It may be 
well to remember, that one-half of the amount 
collected is upon British goods, most of which 
»e articles, not qf huxrmy^ bat o£ necessity- ; so 
that the population of America perform the 
double duty of defraying their own taxes, and 
contributing towards the payment of ours. 

Tlie Uberty of the Press exists here to an al- 
most unlimited extent ; and yet it is not used a? 
an organ for putting the people in possession of 
even domestic information. The newspapers - 
are miserably edited, seldom containing any 
thing but advertisements, shipping intelligence^ 
and English extracts. The proceedings of Con- 

>9 Among the ardoles of import to the ports of New York, 
Philadelphia, and Baltioiore, it is a curious fact, that EnglisI) 
coal, cheese, p6tatoes, and porter are frequent : in the more 
southern States, including even New Orleans (the depot for 
western Country produce), Irish provisions, and English 
cheese and hams are imported ! I 
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gresB are not aystematicirtly repwted. Some- 
times the substance of a debate will be given 
three weeks after its occurrence. The btminess 
of the State-l^islatures rarely appears a* . aH 
in -the public .journals, except in the shape of 
bare lists of bills passed or rejected. TTie 
transactions in courts of law, and all mkior hqme 
proceedings, rarely appear npon record. These 
sins oi'omisshn are certainly to be lamented, as, 
by their existence, an interest fails to be ex- 
cited in the public mind on those occurreaices, 
and those subjects, which sure, unquesti<HMfcly, 
of first-rate importance. During the late war, it 
is stated, a military scheme, modelled upon ike 
French law of conscription, was in the conteaa- 
l^tioa of the then Secretary, but now Eresfident, 
Munroe ; the chief of the naval departmEeikt also 
recommended to Congress, a plan for thejm- 
pressment of seamen, to man their infant navy : 
but, such is the habituaHndolence of the people, 
and their indifference with regard to public 
aiSrirs, that these events are known but by few 
individuals. ^ , 

The Government^ it will be seen^ are not free 
fiXMn charges of mal-administration j but, when 
compared with England, America can q^d an 
annual increase of corruption for, at least, a few 
cemurifes to come ; and although the people 
are unworthy of, and not alive to their une- 
qualled advantages, they still are their orn/t go- 
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wrnors^ and ihey are. vain of the dktinction. 
jThis owe ^/,' assisted by the j^dousy of rival 
parties^ must preserve the United States for 
many years from any lengthened series of eb- 
noiidous measures, and protect the people from 
gross inroads upon their liberties or their con- 
fillttiition. 

The state of tnechenic arts varies, of course, 
ac(X>rding to the profession. Those which have - 
been encouraged by not being exposed to Eu- 
. n^ean competition, and which have had the com-, 
failed benefit of emigrant and native ingenuity - 
have excelled. Among these I would class 
shoe, coach, ^nd cabinet making, tc^ether with 
ateam-boat and ship-building: I was going to 
say bank-note engraving, but that would not, 
perhaps be correct as a general statement of 
the art in America, though the house of Murray, 
Draper, and Fairman, of Philaddpkia, probably 
surpass, in the excellence <rf their art, any 
others in the world : their notes, executed for 
the United States Bank, exhibit such emiiient 
talent, that forgery may safely be said to be im- 
possible. Why does not your Bank of England 
employ this house ? or, if that would be too hu- 
milialing to tJieir pride, why not engage a £rst- 
rate English artist, instead of issuing premiums 
upon forgery (which tliey afterwards cause 
to be visited with death) in their disgracefully 
executed national notes? Piano-forte making 

c c 3 
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may l^ smiilafly classed : generally, it has not 
arrived at much perfection, although an indt* 
vidual, (Mr. Stuart, an English gentleman,) who 
lives at Baltimore, manufactures pianos which 
I should have little fear of their comparing wilh 
th0!^ of Clementi or Broadwood. 
-^ Of the LITERATURE of the United States I can 
say but little. Having examined Ixidkseliers^ 
collections, private and public libraries^ I find 
that, like dry goods stores, their stock consigns 
.only of British manufactures. Three American 
Works have lately appeared : the first, a novel, 
called ^^ Keep Cool," I have met with in most of 
the western and southern States. Upon its merits 
I cannot pretend to give an opinion. I took it 
up Several times, with a previous resolution to 
read at least six pages, but at no one time could 
I force myself through a third. With Mr. Wirt^ 
" Life of Patrick Henry** I have been much in- 
terested : it evinces a mind familiar with polite 
litera^tire j and if the title were altered from the 
"Life of t^atrick Henry,** to that of « Sundry 
« Essays, designed to prove the elegance of the 
« English Language, the extent of the anthor^s 
« powers of imagination and taient of descrip- 
" tion, with occasional hints concerning the Life 
" of l^atrick Henry,** it would be more descrq)^ 
tive of the book : for any reader who takes up 
this work with the design of beconiing acquainted 
with the late Virginian patriot, will find fre- 
15 
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quent diaappoiatment, on the introduction of 
CKh incident of Mr. Henry's life, by the extras 
vagant bombast of the biographer* The work^ 
ia short, though bearing evidence of considen- 
aUe talentr evinces, from the commencement 
to the termination^ a disregard of the requ]|ita| 
tor the task which is undertaken, and th^jlp* 
allotting to Patrick Henry a station in the drama 
ibferior to tliat of the author, Mr. Wirt, 

Mr. Bristed's " Resources of the United 
** Stetes** has just been published. The au* 
thor, I am informed, is an Englishman by birth. 
His work evinces that he is an American Fede* 
r^st by adoption. It contains many important 
9ta>t6men% and the usual political admixture 
which distinguishes the American writers (par* 
ticularly those of this gentleman's party) upon 
Government. The following maxims are laid 
down, in (^onn^ction with the broadesf prineipks 
(^ Uh0rty% the whole presenting a code of ppli<» 
tical economy for which it is dij9ScuU to in-» 
v»ot a name. " It ^ the duty qf every frer 
**. Gofvemment to train its people gradiuiUtf to bear 
'* a due weight qf intemql taa^ation.'^ — ^* It ia 
<* worse than childish> it is insane policy'" (a 
compliment to the President; " to trust for the 
♦^ public revenue to the duties upon imported 
" good8«'' — ► " The reduction of the direct tax 
*« from six to three millions of dollars, and the 
*^ HmiUtion x^ those three millions to only one 
c c 4 
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" year, are fem^ omens qfti^e entire.ew tinc t mm 
" qfthat t(uv /" — ^* The liberties of Britma ate 
** not about to empire under the pressure (^bir 
" mUtaryf or the encroachments i^lvergofvem^ 
" ment. If they are to perish^ they will perish 
M/mder the daggers of her Democracy. If^ 
Up to he blotted out of the Ust of independent 
•* andpowerfid nations, it will be by tiiepara^ 
<< cidical hand of her own rabble, led on to their 
<< imn and their country's ruin, by anarchical re* 
" fnrmers, alike bankrupt in fortune, reputation^ 
« eharacter, and principle /*' — Yet, it is said^ " to 
** crown all, the^ohiTitAh Sovereignty ^ the 
" nation residing in the people gives the American^ 
«< people an elevation unknown andunatte^aHeis^, 
«* OJ^ other country.*' — ^^Libertyhas struck deep 
«• root in this country. It is entwined with the 
'< first s^ections of the heart : it is sjmn into 
*^ the primitive staple of the mental frame of 
" the Americans. It thoroughly pervades, bjhA 
" perceptively modifies even their domestic life. 
*^ It has, in fine, become the common reaison^ 
« and the want of the whole American people.'* 
" — The prosperity and happiness of ike Ame- 
<< nc^jfi citizens seem too great a price to pay 
^^ for the privilege of manu£M;turing a-few yards 
** of lH*oad cloth, or a few pieces of mu^n. 
** England herself* is a portentous illustration of 
«< this ttuth : now at this time, and for the last 
•* five and twenty years, her manufacturii^ dis* 
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•^ tTicts have tent forth, and are issuing out, full 
*< bands of Luddites and Spenceans, and Jaco- 
** bins and anarchists, and xebels and assassins, 
^*»-that continually put to the strength, and 
** strain the nerves of her Government/* — 
I send these extracts for the purpose of present- 
ing you at one view the mind of the whole 
Federal party, and indeed that of the entire 
American people^ concerning £nglish reformers 
and United States liberty. 

' Salmagundi ^y a work written after the man- 
ner of the Citizen of the World, is a most 
able native production : for amusement, wit, 
talent, and satire I should conceive it can have 
fe^ equals. Mr. Erving, the present ambas- 
sador at the court of Madrid, is said to be oiie 
of the authors. Mr. Quincy Adams has pub- 
liabed Lectures delivered at Cambridge college^ in 
two volumes. You have, 1 believe, Joel Bar- 
low's national epic, " The ColtmbiadJ' There 
are several other American works; but, upon 
the whole, the native library is extremely cir- 
cumscribed." 

In the Fine Arfy much advancement has not 
betn made. Individuals have excelled, as in 
thi cases of Mr. Alston and Mr. West, both na- 

* pr this work I percei¥e an Englisk edttiimhas beMi pi]b« 
lished, with notes and a preface by the editor, iUustrativQ 
of Che character of the Americans ; but upon the merits of 
ibose, nol hiving read them, I can give no opinion. 
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tivtes o£ America. The proofs of their tatent^ 
but particularly those of the latter, must li^aoeod 
to future nges. StiU, the miod of tiie Aniedcaa 
nation is scarcely alive to an enjoyment of the 
more noble productions c^ art, or the hi^er 
widks of mental cultivation. 
^r^ I have thus endeavoured to lay belbre you a 
true representation of the American character^ 
with the sources from which it may have been 
formed, and the causes which have . con(fa]ce4 
to its production. Although I believe it must 
improve, yet I am by no means sanguine in my 
smticipations that improvement will be immcr 
diate, or even rapid in its progress. Many of 
the causes, external and internal, which have 
akeady operated, will contimie to exist ; nnd^ a9 
I have bdfore said, there would appear to b# 
placed in the very stamina of the chsuraeter of thli 
people, a coldness, a selfishness, and a spiril^^^ 
conceit, which form strong barriers against iflit 
provement. Let us, however, still hc^ for this 
best. In opposition to these obstacles, tisere ^r^ 
strong and living truths abroad. The prind^ 
ple^ at least of liberty are acknowledged, and 
the fact of a free government exists as an exr 
ample to the world. As rsUioiml men these 
things are worthy .of our respect ; and, in the 
band <3if Heaven, we may be assured that aH the 
rest, howsever dark and unintelligible to us it 
may appeal', wiU stiU finally apd effectually 
•< work together for good." 
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07^ April, 1818. — A packet of your letters 
is just i^ived> bearing date March Sd. Yoo oin 
9cajc«eiy Conceive, my d^r friends, the delight 
which their perusal has afforded me. I could fain- 
have launched out into praises of the inventor of 
writing and the establishment of post-offices : but 
thefse are stale topics. Your statement of the 
non-arrival of my Philadelphia and Illinois Re- 
ports gives me some uneasiness, though I can 
have littfe doubt but that they are now in your 
pos^^^on ; as I perceive, by the recent ship news» 
that the vesnels which conveyed them had ar« 
rrved in England. You state that Mr. Birkbeck 
biis published a book in London, << Notes on a 
** Journey to Illinois^** and that it has produced 
an ^ittmordinary sensation. This intelligence 
dmfi not -at eii surprise me, and my ideas, upon 
^m penrsal ot that work, &s published in this 
cdttnti^^ are, that itt several of its occasional ad^ 
iM^cms it confirms my sentiments. I have this 
day re-read it with minute attention, and feel so 
confirmed in my &t9t impressions, that I expe- 
li^nce ail iikireased dependence upon my views 
of this tiatiot), from having the support of 
Mr. Birldbeck's high- authority. 

As Captain ^ will not sail until the «9th, 

I have nearly two days of kisure, and I do 
not know that they can be better occupied 
than in tnaking some remarks upon Mn Birk- 
beck's <«l*ote%'* whicii mwy tend to ilkurtrate 
at once that gentleman's views of America and 
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my own. My references are to the Amertoan 
edttion: this will occasion you some trouUe, 
but that, under my present circumstsuicesy I 
cannot prevent. 

Mr. Birkbeck*s entrance into this republic 
was not, with regard to local circumstances, 
quite so favourable as mine* The State in which 
he landed is one of the twelve in "which c^oltUe 
sksoery esists, whilst, on the contrary, in that 
I first visited, actual slavery had been s^olis^ed 
by law, and it only continues to lioger smiong 
the jprYur/Jca/ institutions of the people* 

Mr. B. says, (at page 22.) " I could hardly 
.** bear to see negroes handled like cattl^^ in' 
" selling these unhappy beings, littiie regard is* 
<* had to thie piarting of the nearest relations.'' - 
. While waiting at a tavern, Mr^B* is fur- 
nished with evidence of the intellectual cim- 
xacter of the Virginians, of which, by the Way, 
I cannot but think his estimation is far heymtd 
their deserts : — 

" As it rained heavily, every body was con- 
«< fined the whole day to the tavern, after the 
« race which took place in the forenoon. The 
^« conversation which this afforded me au op- 
<* portunity of hearing, gave me a high opinion 
<* of the intellectual cultivation of these Vir- 
" ginian farmers.'* (Page 16.) 
" I have' frequently partaken in the conversa- 
tion of the same class of individu^^ and in no^ 
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instance could I conscientiously draw tlie same 
conclusion with Mr. Birkbeck. Mr. B. however, 
in the succeeding paragraph^ furnishes his 
readers with the evidence upon which his 
judgment is formed. 

" Negro slavery was the prevailing topic, 
<^ the beginning, the middle, and the end, — ^n 
*< evil uppermost in every man's thoughts, which 
** all deplored, many were anxious to fly from, 
** but for which no man can devise a remedy. 
>' One gentleman, in a poor state of health, 
" dared not encounter the rain, but was wretcfa- 
.** ed at the thought of his family being for one 
**; night without his protection ^ojw his avm 
f* slapes. (Page 170 

Yet at the same time it is said, " Virgtma 
?• prides itself on the comparative mildne^ of 
-*• . its treatment of slaves !*' (Page 22.) 

Mr. Birkbeck's gratitude for the liberal re* 
qeption which he experienced from "the high- 
^* spirited independence of the Virginians,** 
must surely have biassed his judgment, when he 
concltided, *• that slavery was an evil uppermost 
" in every man's thought, and which all de^ 
-** ploredJ* That indeed many feel they cannot 
defend this system by a reference to abstract 
principled, or the rights of manj that they 
dread the terrible though rarely inflicted ven^ 
gf ance of their victims, is probable enough j and 
that when they are engaged in argumeat with 
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an able and enlightened opponent, and ctondt 
defend the strange inconsistency existing ^be- 
tween their frojessed love of political freedom 
and their actual domestic tyranny; that they 
should tlieuj I say, and under such circiim- 
stances, deplore the evils of i^avery, is natural 
enough ; but that they are sincere advocates for 
its abolition, or even for a mikgation of its hor- 
rors, is what I have not seen the shadow of an 
evidence to induce me to believe ; neither could 
I have supposed that Mr. Birkbeck would have 
been so unphilosophical as to conclude, that the 
mere assent to an abstract proposition when the 
mind is not at the moment intere^d in its 
denial, is to be fairly taken as a just crlteitOD, 
by which to judge of the trtte feelings and cha- 
racter of a people. Let them be judged by tbetr 
actions ; — it is these only that speak the man. 

Mr. Birkbeck says, " A Virginian planter is 
** a republican in politics^ and exhibits the bi^- 
"* spirited independence of that character." 
(Page 16.) 

Feeling a sincere respect for a character really 
deserving of this high commendation, I cannot 
willingly award it to slave-holders. 'Hie fol- 
lowing advertisements I take from a new^aper, 
as affording some evidence upon the eomis^ney 
of the " Virginian character :'* they were printed 
as they stand, adjoining each other. They 
speak a language too plaih to require comment j 
I therefore leave them to their naked merit 
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<< Tbe Synod of Vii^ia haTii^ at thdr }»$t meet>- 
^^ log, appointed the first Thursday in December to bp 
** observ^, by all the churches under their care, as a 
" day of thanksgiving to God for the bounties of his 
** providence and the blessings of his grace, to be ac- 
^* t^ompanied with humble supplication for the conti^ 
^^ mianee of the former and the increase <^ the lattev^ I 
^^ prppose, in cheerful compliance with tbe resohiiioii of 
** Synod, to preach on the occasion to-morrow at eleven 
** o'clock in the forenoon, in the new methodist church 
«* on Shockhoe-IIill ; leave having been given. 

" John D. BLAHt.** 

*< NEGROES AT AUCTION. 
•* This morning, in front of our office, at 11 o'clock', 
*• will be sold for cash, 4 Likely Negroes. 

" J. Browk, Jr. And W. Finnitx-, Aactianeen^* 

Mr. Bifkbeck's departure from this State is in 
a tone of liberal feeling. He observes (page 30.), 
•^ On taking leave of Virginia J must observe 
•* that I found more misery in the condition of 
«« the negroes and a much Mgker toni of moral 
*^ feeUng in their owners than I had anticipated, 
•« and I depart confirmed in my detestation of 
" slavery in principle and practice, but "with 
*' esteem for the general character of the Fir* 
** ginians ! P* 

Ttie precise nature of Mr. Birkbeck*s expect- 
ations as to the " tone of moral feeltn^^ which he 
should ikid existing amongthe Virginian planters^ 
it is scarcely perhaps possible, to ascertain, or; 
consequently, to canvass. I can only hopd 
that the use of such an expression at all may 
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not, however unintentionally, have the efiect 
of misleading ; for I must own I can have 
no conception of the existence of a " tone qf 
** moral feeUng** among men who falsify, and 
that not by occasional misdeeds, but by the whole 
tenor of their conduct, and every habit of their 
character, even the possibility of its existence* 
Indeed I would put it to any advocate of 
liberal and of enlightened political principles, 
how far it is really possible for us> on cool re- 
flection, to entertain ** esteem for the general 
«* character of the Virginians," or whether it 
be possible to respect men who prqfess the most 
enlightened opinions, and yet are, in Mr. Birk- 
beck's language, " slave-masters^ irascible^ and 
" too qften lax in morals /" and of whom <* a dirk 
" is said to be the common appendage to their 
" dress.** 

' The character of the Americans generally 
is a subject of great interest to all who contem- 
plate becoming their fellow-citizens. Mr. Birk- 
beck is diffuse upon this subject; he remarks 

' (page 40.) " that in every department of com- 
" mon life we here see employed persons supe% 
" rior in habits znd education to the same class 
<< in England;'* and further {page 720» *^ 
" inhabitants are friendly and homely, not tq 
** say coarse, but well-informed; surprisingly 
" more so than the English peasantry;*' and 

that, during his journey from Norfolk to the 

heart of the AUegany mountains, << he had not 

lo 
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** lost sight for a moment of the manners of 
"polished life/* (Page40.) These are certainly 
captivating descriptions, and such as I bad anti- 
cipated, before I left England, to be the charac- 
teF of the Americans* 'Some explanation, how- 
ever, I conceive to be necessary : the difference 
between American character and society and 
those of England is so great, that I almost 
despair erf* convejdng to your minds a faithful 
impression on the subject* The agricultural 
labourer here is certainly better educated than 
one of the same class in England ; he is not 
bom nor does he continue to vegetate on the 
spot which gave birth to his father and grand* 
father ; he not only frequently changes his 
station, but also his occupation ; this necessarily 
communicates a range of ideas more extensive 
than that possessed by the English labourer ; 
but when the whole character is looked at, and 
jiot the mere freedom from rusticity of man- 
ners, and an extension of geographical know- 
ledge, a different conclusion would, perhaps, 
present itself; and I much doubt, could I now 
converse with Mr. Birkbeck, with his present 
improved knowledge of the American people, 
whether he would at this moment award to them 
th^ meed of superiority of character, more espe- 
cially in connection with their «« habits^** — and 
with regard to the " manners of polished life'* 
and tjieir being carried " even to the heart of the 

DD 



404 MR. BIllKBECK'a " NOTES/' 

^* Allegany mountains*^ — 1 am surprised at th^ 
assertion ; but wishing to speak with prefer de- 
ference of Mr. Birkbeck, and in looking back to 
what I myself saw of the inhabitants of those 
mountains, I really cannot see how we can talk 
of ** the manners of polished life'* in a tract of 
country which presents an absence of all regard to 
manners, together with an absolute indifference to 
every person, and a cold disregard of all objects, 
except as they may promote the merely mercen* 
ary and selfish pursuits of each individual. In- 
deed, without calling upon you to trust to my im- 
pressions, I can scarcely see how the existence of 
these <* manners of polished life" is reconcileable 
with what Mr. Birkbeck himself acknowledges, 
^— *and that unwillingly too y but that feeling by 
no means weakens the force of his testimony on 
the subject j he says, then, " that he has iseen a 
deformity so general, that he cannot help esteeming 
" it national,'' which is, « that cleanliness in 
^* houses, and too often in person, is neglected 
f^ to a degree which is very revolting to an Eng>- 
" lishman.'* In comparing the two countries!, and 
previous to awarding the palm of excellence in 
morals and manners to the inhabitants of tha 
New World, let us remember also the strcnig 
but too well-founded assertion of Mr. Birkbeck 
(page 105.), thit '♦ intellectual culture has not 
" yet made much progress among the generality 
« of either sex ;'* and more than this, and worse 
than this, that " All America is now stiffering 
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** in mdrals through the bakjul influence qf negro 
" slavery 9 partially tolerated^ corrupting jitstice 
** at the very source*^ (page 25.) ; and if, turn- 
ing from general representations, we look to the 
more newly settled part of the country, we shall 
find Mr. B. declaring that " an unsettled coun- 
** tty, lying contiguous to one that is settled,*' 
(which must be more or less the case with most 
parts of the western country, and in an especial 
degree with Illinois,) " is always the place of 
" retreat for rude and even abandoned charac- 
" ters, who find the regulations of society in- 
" tolerable/' (Page 109-) 

If it be therefore from Mr. Birkbeck's work 
that you would form your estimate of this coun* 
try, you ought to do so, not by individual parts^ 
but by a candid consideration of the whole ; and 
should inconsistencies appear, to which, from 
various causes, any writer on a new country may 
be exposed, ,then pf course you will take into 
yoi^r consideration all the circumstances of the 
case, and form your judgment accordingly. The 
fact, with regard to the state of knowledge in 
thw country, to me appears to be, that mennre^ 
in pomt of information, almost upon a dead 
level ; thdt gradatim of intellect wliich exists in 
Ei^l^nd bedng here unknown ; so that, in con- 
<:eding the point of greater intelligence to the 
Americum labomner^ it by.no means impUea a ge- 
neral superiority. I-et ns go a little higher in the 

DD 2 



404 MR. BIRKBECK^S <* NOTES.*' 

scale of society than our •* hewers of wood and 
^^ drawers of water ;'* suppose, for an illustration^ 
we take the English country gentleman in the 
person of Mr. Birkbeck, and compare him vnth 
the American land-owner, then indeed the con- 
trast becomes striking. His agricultural pursuits 
win doubtless be conducted with vigour and ac- 
tivity, and with that application of scientific 
knowledge to practical pursuits, so common in 
the country he has quitted; while literature, 
experimental philosophy, or other departments 
of mental culture, will occupy his leisure hours. 
On the other hand, to use his^ own language, 
*^ they cultivate indolence as a privilege, exist 
** in yawning indifference, surrounded witii nui- 
M sauces and petty wants, the £rst to be re- 
<< moved and the latter supplied with a tenth qf 
*< the time loitered away in their innumerable 
♦* idle days.** (Page 143.) 

The American character is, in one pasmge, 
(p. 7^0 represented to us as lurived at so high a 
state of perfection, that even national antipa^ 
thies are annihilated. '< National antipathieiFare 
'< the result of bad political institutions, and 
" not of human nature. Here, whatever tiieir 
*^ cmginal, whether English, Scotoh, Irirfi, 
^< German, French, all are Americans} and 
^< of all the unfavourable imputation^ on the 
^* American character, jeahusy of strands 
** is surely the most absurd and groundless. 
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" The Americans are sufficiently alive to their 
" own interest, but they wish well to strangersi 
"* and are not always satisfied with wishing, if 
" they can promote their interest by active ser* 
" vices/* 

My judgment faltered upon the first perusal^ 
of this passage ; — it so entirely contradicts every 
conclnsion which I had come to upon the subject, 
that it caused me to hesitat;e as to the correct^ 
ness of my own impressions: but surely Mr. 
Biricbeck here claims for the Americans a pen- 
fectioh, which is not only contrary to what they 
practise, but perhaps is superior to human nature 
itself^ or, at any rate, to that class of earthJy 
beings with whom, in this age, we must be con- 
tent to associate. That national antipathies, im- 
deed, are weakened in infistnt colonies, similar to 
that in which Mr.^ Birkbeck himself is now en- 
gaged, is, no doubt, as consistent with fitct as it 
is with the laws of our being ^ for ia such cases 
each individual is so dependent upon his neigh- 
bour, that self-interest breaks down minor feel- 
ings : but from what I have seen of this ccmntry, I 
have no hesitation in saying,, that any Englidi- 
man who had candidly surveyed it o^ a c^fe, 
^md observed the feelings of its inhidbitants^ par- 
ticularly in the old settled parts, and where tl^ 
population is dense, would declare that national 
antipathies exist here to an extent exceeding 
any thing which he bad ever seen, or could haw 
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conceived, when in England. I have sdready 
stated many facts which will tend to support this 
assertion. Let me now observe, that the State 
c£ Pennsylvania presents a further illustration 
of this subject. Between the Americans of 
Irish and of German extraction, there exists the 
most deadly animosity, " even unto the third 
" and fourth generation.*' In the mind of a 
German American, the term " Irishman" is 
one of the most foul reproaches with which his 
range of ideas supplies him. Throughout Ame- 
rica, (the parts at least which aire populated,) 
Irishmeu are despised, and Englishmen are 
viewed with cool malignant jealousy and hatred. 
•Instead, indeed, of Americans *\ wishing well to 
«^ strangers and promoting their interest by active 
** services," they appear to me to possess in alarge 
degree, and from similar motives too, the feelings 
which Mr. Birkbeck ascribes to some classes of 
the back woods men — ** a dislike to and jea- 
<* lousy of all strangers." Mr. B. in this case, I 
presume^ judges from his owri individual expe- 
rience ; but it should be remembered that he 
is himself a man of property j that such persons 
generally meet with a liberal reception — no 
where more so iMn in America ; and also, that 
as his residence has been in the heart of a 
wilderness, he may be expected to know but 
little of the manners, feelings, pr state of so- 
ciety of the whole United States, the gi'eater 
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portion of the mo$t populous parts of which he 
has not even visited. There are some minor 
points that it may be well just to ^ance at.^ 
Mr. B. says, (page 46.) ** The journeymen of 
" Pittsburg, in various branches -— shoemakers, 
•* tailors, &c. earn two dollars a day,*' (54s, per 
week,) and that those among them who are im- 
provident, do hot expend their money " in ab- 
" solute intemperance and profligacy ; they in 
" general waste their surplus earnings in ex-' 
** cursions or entertainments/* — I have only 
to remark on this, that in October 1817, when 
I was at the place in question, the earnings 
per week were, according to the statements 
given me by the mechanics themselves, — tailors^ 
31s, 6d. to 45s. ; shoemakers, 31s. 6d. to S6s, : 
and all the mechanics with whom I conversed 
complained of the diflSculty which they expe* 
rienced in getting paid for their labour, xnuch 
of what they did receive being ^ven them 
in orders upon shops for necessaries and cloth- 
ing; the extra price charged by the stores 
keeper, under these circumstances, causing, ia 
their judgment, a clear loss to them of three 
quarters of a, dollar per week. As to the par- 
suits of this class of men, in Pittsburgh pari' 
ticularly^ it will, I believe, be found upon 
enquiry, that their " surplus earnings** are ex^ 
pehded in " absolute intemperance and pro- 
« fligacy.^ , \ ^ 
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It is perhaps from a passage like the following^ 
that you may have been induced to form some 
conclusions on the state of this countiy ; — 
« Vessels," nays Mr. B., (page 48.) " of. all 
<* sorts and sizes, from 500 tonS downwards, 
** continually passing, and steam-boats crowded 
« with passengers (on James River) ; ike 
** same on the Potowmac ; and in the winter^' 
" when the navigation is interrupted by fiost, 
" stages twelve or fourteen in file are seen 
** posting along to supply the want of that 
" luxurious accommodation.^ •— This descrip- 
tion, I fear, would give you too flattering aa 
ideaf of the state of things here. Ilie com- 
merce of the Potcmmac will be seen, by a re- 
ference to American imports and exports, to 
be extremely limited. At George-town, there 
may be an average, at any one time, of ten 
doof»; at Alexandria, an avenge of twdi^ 
square-rigged vessels, and perhaps^ 30 sloops. 
As to " stages travelling twelve or fourteen 
in file,** I have frequented the be$t roads when 
steam-boat navigation has been interrupted by 
ice, and have never seen a number exceeding 
four, and not commonly more than one stage, 
during a route of several days. 

Upon the principles of taxation^ this govem- 
ment appear to be considered by Mr. Birkbeck 
as complete novices ; — ^^ so new (page 75.) is 
*« the government qf this country in the uri imd 
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** TT^stery ofjincmce^ that the revenue derived 
" from all this, wealth hardly exceeds 40s. 
" sterling per square mile." 

A reference to the articles taxed during the 
late war will be, perhaps, the best mode of as- 
certaining in this particular the talents of the 
American government. In the session of congresa. 
in 1813, duties were laid on stills ; on brandies; 
on carriages of every description; licences for 
retailing aU goods of foreign manufacture ; the 
sam^ ibr selling spirits; the same on auction 
sales ; on sugar ; and on paper. In 1814, further 
duties were laid on these several articles, and 
also on various goods manufactured within the 
United States; among which were household 
furniture, leather, tobacco, beer, shoes, boots, 
saddles, bridles, cards, umbrellas, paper, caps, 
hats, candles, and iron ware ; and to illustrate 
the.subject of taxation I subjoin a list of Btamps 
as sold in the city of Philadelphia* 

** Stamps for sale hy John Bioren, Printer and 
Bookseller, No. 88, Chesnut Street. . 

<^ Internal Duties, payable by law, after Deo^nber 
31st, 18&3. 

" On Carriages. 

DolU. Cu. 

<< Upon every coach, the yearly sum of - 20 00 
Upon every chariot and post chaise - 17 00 

Upon every phaeton and every coaches having* 
pannel wdrk in the upper division « iO 00 
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DoUs» Cei^ 

Upon every other four wheel catriage hanging 
on steel or iron springs - - 7 Oflf 

Upon every tour wheel carriage hanging upon 

' wooden springs, and every two wheel carndge 
hanging on steel or iron springs - 4 00 

Upon every other four or two wheel carriage 2 00 

" On licences to distillers of spirituous Uquors. 

^^ For a still or- stills emj^oyed in distilling spirits from 

domestic materials, for each gallon inclnding the 
head thereof; 

For 2 weeks (per gallon) ' \ ^ 

For! month - - - 18 

For 2 months - ^ - 32 

For 3 months - - - 42 

For 4 months - - - 52 

For 6 months, - - - 70 

For 1 year - - - 1 08 

*^ For stillfi employed in distilling from foreign materials 
For 1 month (per gallon) - 25 

For 3 months . - - 60 

For 6 months - - 1 05 

For 1 year - - 1 35 

** On sales ly auction* 
^ On goods$ wares, and merchandize, for every 

lOOddlars - .-; . 1 OO 

On ships or vessels, for every 100 dollars 25 

" On refin^ sugar. 
" On every pound . . 4 

" On licenses to retailers qfwine^ spirituous ligpiors^ and 

foreign merchandize. 
<< On retailers of merchandize^ including wines 

imd spirits - . - 25 00 
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Dolls. Cm. 

, On wines alone - - - 20 00 

On spirits alone - - - 20 00 

On domestic spirits alone - - 15 00 

On merchandize other than wines and spirits 15 00 

** Where the population is not more than 100 families 
to a square mile. 

^^ On reti^rs of merdandize^ indudii^ wines 

and spirits - - - IS 00 

. On wines and spirits - - 15 00 

On spirits alone - - - 12 00 

On domestic spirits - - * 10 00 

On merchandize other than wines and spirits 10 00 

<< On notes of banks, bankers, notes, bonds, ^c. dis-^ 
counted bt/ banks, ^c, and on biUs qfewchange. 

^* On any promissoiy note or notes, payable either to 
/ bearer or order, issued by any of the banks or 
companies, who issue and discount notes, bonds or 
. obligations, either incorporated or not incorporated, 
which now are, or hereafter may be established in 
the United States, ot by any banker or bankers, tu> 
cording to the following scale : viz^ 



" If not exceeding 1 dollar 
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DoUs. Cts. 

If above 500 and not exceeding 1000 - 10 00 
1000 • - - - - 50 00 

<^ On any bond, obligation, or promissory note or notes, 
not issued by any bank, companies, or bankers 
aforesaid, discounted by any such bank, c^Hnpaniey 
or banker, and on any foreign or inland bill or 
bills of exchange above S&y dollar^ and having 
one or more endorsers, according to the following 
scale: viz. 

« If not exceeding 100 dollars - 5 

If above 100 and not exceeding 200 10 

200 - 500 25 

'500 - 1000 50 

1000 - 1500 75 

1500 - 2000 1 00 

2000 . 8000 1 50 

3000 - 4000 2 00 

4000 . 5000 2 50 

5000 - 7000 ' - 3 50 

7000 - 8000 4 00 

8000 - - S 00 

" The secretary of the treasury may i^^riee to m 
annual composition Vrith any bank, in lieu of stamp dn^r ' 
or one and a half per centum, on the amount of the 
annual dividend made by sudi bank.'' 

On the grand subject — that of emigratioDt 
notwithstanding aU -the captivating drcum- 
stiances stated as attendant upon it, a few facts 
are admtted by Mr. B. himself which require 
your most deliberate and serious consideration. 
— First, then, that gentleman informs tis, that 
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f^ ^eyery service performed by one , man for 
** another must be purchased at a high rate» 
** much higher than in England ; therefore, as 
^^.long as the Enghsh emigrant is obliged to 
^* purchase more than he sells of this service, or 
** labour, he is worse off than at home** (Page 
48.) Second, ** After you have used yourself 
** to repose on your own pallets, either on the 
** floor of a cabin or under the canopy of the 
^* woods, with an umbrella over your head an4 
** a noble fire at your feet, you will then escape 
** the only serious nuisance of American tra- 
*• veiling, viz. hot rooms and swarming beds.'* 
(126.) Third, ** A traveller should always 
" carry flint, steel, and a large knife, or toma-» 
♦« HAWK, &c. &c.*' (Page 108.) 

The instances of great- success, of which 
Mr. Birkbeck states several, are no doubt cor* 
rect : but he certainly might have enlarged the 
yiew he has taken \ and perhaps rendered it 
more correct by the enumeration of many 
failures. At least, I am myself in possession 
of several cases, rfn both sides of this ques* 
tionj but thinking the criterion to be alto- 
gether an uncertain one, I wave their enu- 
meration. Such individual instances exist in 
every nation, and in every state of society; 
and are very frequently caused, not by 
peculiarity of country, but of individual cha- 
racter. I notice thi% because I know that ^ 
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i^d^y A^fiose situation is similar to Uiat iH 
which the persons described were origiiiany 
(>Iaced, might naturally be disposed ,to imagine, 
that if he were in America^ he would be 
equally successful ; when probably, he may be 
altogether unfitted for such circumstances. A 
writer, adverse to this country, could find ne 
difficulty in selecting instances of failure. In- 
deed Mr. B. has himself, upon another subject, 
said, that ** hundreds* of these peculations,*' 
(making settlements,) ** have failed ; ^ so that 
if the criterion be a correct one, tbe argu- 
ment might be turned against himself, for these 
instances of failure would prove that success 
is not attainable in the United States. A 
subject, however, of this magnitude, must be 
viewed in the general and not in the detail! A 
man that can '* turn his hand to any thing,*' be 
iwrtive, industrious, sober, economical, and set 
privations at defiance, will 1 believe be more suc- 
cessftil in America, than in any other country on 
the globe. 

CAUSES OF LEAVING ENGLAND. 

"The soundness of Mr. Birkbeck's political 
^easons^ for emigrating must be left for every 
inan to judge of in his own mind. By us they 
will be viewed favourably, because they are pre*. 
cisely our own. His moral reasons require some 
temark : his objects he states to be, " tapro- 

12 



' "paLITICAL INSTITUTIONS. 415 

** cure for his children a career of enterprise 
" and wholesome family connexions, in a society 
•* whose institutions are favourable to virtue. 
(Pages.) 

** That institutions favourable to virtue, shall 
"produce effects correspondent to their cha- 
" racter upon the society blessed with them, is 
" a conclusion so natural, that we should be in- 
•* clined to suspect an error in the estimate of the 
" institutions themselves, if we found a vicious 
" people under a good government.*' (P^e 9.) 

These are conclusions, I conceive, exactly 
ftuch as a liian versed in theoretic speculations 
upon the nature of society would arrive at, when 
contemplating a country like this, previous^to 
iiis leaving Great Britain. But I am sorry to 
say, that' a very brief residence in America will 
most effectually dispel the charm; and I am 
much concerned, that Mr. Birkbeck, when writ- 
ing his book in this country, should have, I 
think, so unnecessarily and gratuitoqsly placed 
in the hands of those, who always oppose consect 
principles, a weapon with which, from his own 
admssiom^ tbey can so effectually cut down hint- 
$elf, and, what is of infinitely more importance, 
the principles which he advocates. Whai Ite 
asserts that the constitution of the Ameijcan 
government is good, he takes a positfc» 90 
strong, that he cannot by any qotabinatioitii of 
talents h^ dislodged from it ; but when he «<- 
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tends his ground by conclucKng ^ *^^thatwe'skould 
<* be inclined to suspect an error in the estimathm 
<^ of the mstittUions themselves^ ifwefnd a vicious 
" people tmder a good governments^* his line is 
inost effectually weakened. The American 
people '< are like their fellow men, bave,^ as he 
himself expresses it, *' their irregular anti'mde 
<< passions ; their gross propensities, and their 
^ follies ; so that after alLthis is the r«l^world 
•< Mid no poetical Arcadia/' (^P^ 131.) - 

Could we begin society anew. — tranqMrted 
from our present abodes, could we be placed 
in another Eden, poss^sii^ there the sud of 
all tiie knowledge and virti^, and freed frcmi 
ail the error and vice of the present day, 
then we should have rational grounds ta an- 
ticipate, that^ under a good government,, tb^re 
would necessarily be found a virtuous people. 
.But as this is not the case, we must, inibrm- 
ing oiir judgment cm such a subject, lo6k at 
man as he is, and speculate on society as we find 
it.; and I think we shall discover, that the ma- 
terials which go to the formation of individual 
and of national character, springs up from a 
thousand other sources besid^is that afforded by 
political institutions. This view of the sulgect 
may assist us in solving an otherwise difficult ques- 
tion, namely, why it is, that the people of England 
^^esomuch in advance of their, government; 
,^d why, on the other hand, the people <rf 



Amoiica i^emaiD: so very far. behind the princi- 
ples. upon which Me^r political system is founded^ 
I have met with but one Amenc2in Review of 
Mr. Birkbeck's work ; it is contained in No. S07, 
of ^* i^e Port FoUot** a respectable and; long 
established literary publication, edited by Mr; 
Hall, of Philadelphia. As this article ccmtains a 
fair specimen of American writing, and also ad- 
mits some awkward political facts, which under 
other drcumstances might perhaps have been 
concealed, I copy it for your information : — 

** Mr. Birkbeck landed at Norfolk, with which town he 
'^ is not much pleased. A Virginian tavern he describes 
** as resembling ^ a French one with its table d'hote, 
*^ though riot in the excellence of the cookery; but,* 
*^ he adds, that it ^ somewhat exceeds it in filth, as it does 
^^ an English one in charges.' The gentlemen, he 
** tliiriks, are republican in politics, but irascible^ and 
^^ bften lax in morals. On his approach to Richmond,. 
** be found himself at once in the society of persons 
*« * who appeared to be as polite, well dressed, and well 
** instructed, as if they had been repairing to the capital 
** of Great Britain, ' — whereat, no doubt, he marvelled 
♦^ mightily. In the city he finds a population of 13,000 
** inhabitants, of which nearly one half is stated to be, 
^ we hope erroneously, negroes. Provisions are scarce, 
" dear and bad, in that city. The author was horrified, 
*^ be says, and well he might be, at the sale of negroes, 
** in open market. This is a foul blot in an escutcheon 
" which is blazoned with high honour, .with intelligence, 
" beauty, and taste. The good folks of Richmond, he 
** 8ay% are making •a grand stir about a monument to 

E E 
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f< the memory of Qeh. Wa^iiiigtoB;^ and he takes <:^- 
<< casion to point out ^ tbe ipautilated bu^ c^ {^jp^y^te 
<^ in their capitol, which now ttancbiin object of boripr, 
" of derlson/ — as worthy of attention^ The.pirpjept 
*^ of a monument was settled* long ago, as may be scten 
•* by reference to the debates in our congress ^particu^T 
<< larly in the senate) soon oSber the accession o{- Mr. 
" JeSkrmn* Our traveller beans testimony to the .f ur- 
** banity and real politeness* of the citiian^ cf, Bifh- 
« mond; and is pleased to declare, that he saw *aa 
<^ good husbandry as would be expected in some well 
•• managed districts of Great Britain.* We were about 
** to make some remarks upon oiir author^s practice 
<^ of making comparisons, but an intimation at the end 
<< of the Yolum^ which just presents itsd^ renchers all 
•* observation unnecessary. We find that the ..vidupe 
" is intended to contain *just the particulars * which 
*^ the author wished to communicate to bis friends^ apd 
** therefore it may not be improper to take Englaad aa 
** the standard of excellence, in order to disabxise Kon^t 
*< John Bull of the impositions wbidi have been palmed 
*< upon his voracious credulity. When we find such 
*< gross ignorance respecting this country, as was d|s- 
*' played in debate by one of the hereditary counsellors^ 
^ of the crown (Lord Stanhope — vid. Port Fojio, 18l6y 
" page 341.) — it seems to be absolutely necessary t^ 
^< permit writers to §ay at once, that what they wish to 
<* describe is * exactly like what we have here in X^un* 
** nun/ It may then be believed that we are whiter- 
<^ can speak the English tongue, and do not carry our 
*^ heads under our shoulders': and when lord Stanhope^ 
<* or any other expounder of the laws, undertakes to 
*^ state, that an action against a clergyman, on a bond, 
« cannot be entertained in Connecticut, he nmat be in- 
<< formed, that in matters of this sort, the courts of 

14 
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** Conhed^cut 9^ Westminster Hall are governed by 
** the jgame principles. If the earl has infe^ed the &ct 
^ fi^o'ni the rtih.de non appareniibusy it is'Vtery probable 
" that a NewEn^and docket would bear him out; at 
<^ l^ast we should be certain of finding, for one of our 
** dfergymen in this predicamentj at least ahurrdredin 
'* England scampering at a fox diase. 

*^ But to return to Mr, Birkbeck. In travelling* and 
" travelling along, he came to some paths, * which, foi^ 
;** the most part, were only distinguishable from the 
^^ mggied waste by a slight trace, like that of a new 
*^ formed road, or, in some instances, by rows of Loni- 
"Jbardy poplars/ Here he looked up, and he saw a 
** splendid palace ; but he * could liken it to nothing iti 
" America, except the painted face and gaiidy heAd- 
" dr^ of a half-naked Indian.' The reader will b^ 
*^ mortified to learn, that these paths are the ^intended 
*' streets radiating from the capitol' and the palace, thd 
" very capitol of the far-famed City of Washington. 
" Year after year, the most excellent schemes for im- 
<^ proving our moral and political situation, are sub- 
^* mitted to congress, and the veterans of the revolutioii 
" are borne on * trembling limbs* to the seat of govem- 
^ ment, to implore for a settlement of their accounts ; but 
** neither our ancestors, nor those who are to follow us,' 
^* can be heard, until this raotass shall be drained, and 
<* the * tugged waste* be filled with houses. If Great 
" Britain is cursed with a national debt, we have our na- 
** tional city, from which it is to be fearedj that nothing 
" short of Aladdin's Lamp will ever relieve us. * What 
" is the matter ?* said a gentleman at the bead of his 
^^ table, addressing a guest who arose almost immediately 
" after the removal of the last dish, at an entertainment 
" given in this splendid city — * I beg you to excuse me 
" — I have promised to take tea with your neighbour — .' 

£ £ S 
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" * Well, well, — there's time enough for. thai ->^ 
" pray sit down. — It is only six o'^lixjk.* * True, 
" my good sir,' said the guest — * but you forgH that 
" I have seren miles to ride, and your rodds are very 
<< deep I ' If the money which has been exchanged 
*^ for the costly columns that have recently arrived 
<< from Italy, had beai expended in the construction of 
^ ^ good roads, substantial bridges,' and a few kmps, 
*^ our traveller would have found less r^son {brricKeuie 
^* and complaint. 

<< Mr. Birkbeck commences hisT jounial in Apnl, Idl 7» 
** .*^t^ hundred mSics east of Cape Henry,' Hp informs 
^^ us that he has quitted England for the purpose of be- 
" coming a citizen of the United States. Of his ' ^u- 
** ation as an English farmer, he draws a picture which 
" appears to him very glocnny. He had no vcucein ihe 
^ appointment of the I^siature — he had no concern 
^^ -in, public affairs-^ he could not appear at countj 
" ^neetings,.&c. It is impossible to recpncile the reports 
" Goficerning the state of Great Britain, which are ii^de 
** by travellers and emrgraiits. Within a few days past, 
** we were assured, by an intelligent gentleman, who had 
'^ recently visited Eprope, most certainly with no fevour-^ 
^< 4ible prepossessions in &vour of England, that he had 
^^ not seen so much contentment and cheerAilness in any 
^ other country. WehopeMr.Birkbeckhastoomuchgood 
^* sense to rate his share of felicity by the considerations 
" ixihich he mentions. If he does, his new settlemads will 
« make but slow progress* We understand the trade of poli- 
" tics here quite as well as they do in foreign parts ,- • and it 
" is just as difficult for modest merit to nsefrom obscurity, 
" when opposed by the intrigues of a caticusy or the glare of 
" wealth. We have no rotten boroughs to sell ; but when 
" a voter is to be seduced or supplanted^ we have powerful 
« engines in the shape of an emdable appointment ahoady 
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5' or a pTi^taUt contract at home. ' Man is the same in 
^t ,IK^ countri^. These inestimable privileges, for which 
<.< ptt^ a^$b9]: sighed invain^ may easily be purchased in 
'^^ny of our states, unless we except Massachusptts, 
" where a vote may sell high, because an office there 
** makes a man honourable during life." * 

You will perhaps censure me for occupying 
•yoor alteation with sdections from Mr. Birk- 
beck^s publication^, when you are in pos^sMon 
of the original : my reasons for so doing, are 
derived from a fear, and indeed, from what you 
say, a belief that, because Mr. B. sets at de- 
fiance every diflSculty, treating the most serious 
privaticHis as a mere jest, you might possibly feel 
disposed to join in the opinion. The ikctM^ that 
by his r style and manner he has so captivated 
|3aany of his readers (Americans excepted) that 
they begin to feel the conveniences and. establish* 

* In confirmation of this assertion of the reviewers, I would 
remark that Honourable, and other titles, are much sought 
after in America. The following extract from the " Boston 
Sentinel," of August 27th, will illustrate tliis idea s — 

" Dinner to Mr. Adams. — Yesterday a public dinner was 
** given to the Hon. John Q. Adams, in the Exchange 
" Cblfef -House, by his fellow-citizens ofBostoa,' 'The Hon. 
" Wm. Gray presided, assisted by the Him. Harrison Gray 
/' Otijs, George Blake, Esq. and the Hon. Jonathan Mason, 
. ** vice-presidents. Of the guests were, the Hon. Mr. Adams, 
** late president of the United States, his Excellency Go- 
" veriior Brooks, his Honor Lt. Gov. RiiHips, Chief Justice 
/* Parker, Judge Story, President Kirkland, Gren. Dearbom, 
" Com. Hull, Gen. Miller, several of the reverend clergy, 
<* and many public oflicers, an^ strangers of eminence." 
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menta of civilized life, a source of ifuseiyj instead 
nrf" an advantage. There ifl, moreover, some- 
thing very imposing in the circumstance, that a 
man of his talents and property should be per* 
fectly satisfied with the change, notwithstanding 
ail its attendant privations. This certainly has 
its weighty but having once taken the stq> be 
ha3 done, I would merely suggest (without pi»- 
t^nding to ent^r very deqply into the rocessss 
of the human mind J a few considerations, why 
any man, under his circumstances, would 
naturally loojt with a very lep^nt eye upon att 
defects, and where even a mole^hill in ^ 
way of excellence existed, feel inclined to 
milgnify it into a mountain. In leaving £)ng- 
land he evidently turned his back upbn it ibr 
even He wjeis disgusted with the govenu^ent^ 
and hardly any extent of disappointment^ wpoid 
probably induce him to place himself in th^ 
humiliating situation of returning* IJe h^ 
gone into the wilderness — purebred a large 
quantity of land — has made his final election—^ 
has reasonable hopes of the speculation proving 
profitable — would not be disappoiiite4 with 
having neighbours natives qf his own coun^ 
fyy,\ and similar to himself in property and in 
information — must desire that the value of 
Jhis lands should . advance as largdiy and as 
rapidly as possible ; which can only be ef- 
fecjted by emigration being directed to thq^ 
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point, and lie hkVitig ho ckiM to the character of 
dr superhuman being, would not feel his i^iise 
of importance lessened, by being the founder of 
a large Englisii colony. Taking these con- 
siderations into our calculation, and reflecting 
upon their nectssary effect on the mind of any 
man so circumstanced, we may b^ Supplied 
with an explanatioil of much that is contained 
in thie *• Notes on a Journey to Illinois/' 

Upon the subject of our emigration, I cOti- 
fess, I cannot make up my mind ; and that, 
among other reasons, causes me to desire to 
return to England as expeditiously as possible, 
that I may personally consult with you afl. 
But with regard to the " very favourable** ef^ 
feet <tf Mr. Birkbeck*s book, if you will care- 
fully go through it agaih, detaching his state- 
ments from his individual feelings, you will, 
1 think, find that if toy ^^ Reports'' have reached' 
you, they will receive ho ordinaiy support ftom 
Mr. Krkbifck's aehnlssi&hs. 

Ais to America gen=6rally — it posse^ises s<Mhi6 
most important advantages, among which are 
to bfe enumerated, an extensive and, in parts, 
a very fertile country — k pbpuliation not ffllfed 
up — ahd, above all, a redsonahle and a chedp 
government. These give to the poor niatt k 
rebornp^nse ifbr hiii labour prOpohibfiatd ttt hi§ 
deserts : they also o|^n ntjfmiBroai Bbtilfceii for 
the valuable emplo^^ent of <^apit[ll i mid'the)^ 
£ s 4 



424 ORWIVAL . IMPREaSIONa* 

give a.>soUd satisfactioii, as tothejiaures in the 
mind of a man of family or of prppfsrty, .wbjkch 
it, is impossible to derive from a contemplation 
of the present condition, and the present 
policy; of any df the old governments. 

In your commissicm to Mr. Flower for the 
purchase of Illinois land, you have, I doubt 
not, exercised all the caution which such an im- 
portant procedure requires y for myself, I feel 
anxious for the full discussion' of the subject; 
|>ut I shdl defer stating my ideas further, until 
I; have the , pleasure of doing so in persou* In 
conclusion, let me express my .anxious hopes 
that you are all in perfect health; and. as this 
Report will close my communications to you 
upon the subject of America, I assure you, it is 
the warmest wish of my heart, that my conduct 
and exertions, during the course of this short 
but important mission, may have deserved and 
may receive your full approval. Should my 
statements have received credit, and should they 
have made a similar impression upon your minds 
which the reality has produced upon my own, 
you must have found, like myself, frequent 
cause of surprise and astonishment. I perfectly 
remember, indeed, the impressions with which 
I first visited America — impressions which you 
all poss^sed in common with myself. America, 
we believed to be (and I am sure I wished to 
find.it so) the abode of freedom and tolera^pn. 
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in practice no less than in theory. We fondly 
regarded it indeed, as, 

" That land where * self g(wernmenf calls forth the mind, 

" And the rights and the virtues of dikn^are combined ; 

" Where thetkought, unrestrained, ^nHdtruth's reborn vMLyfiy, 

'* Unci^ed from the earth, may aspire to the sky ; 

" What the bosom conceiscs, that th^. tongue may express; 

" Not bounded by bigots the power to bless ; 

" That land where Region's sweet voice may arise, 

'< Where, io^ Liberty, Virtue may tudk'neatk the skies; 

<< Wliere, safe from each danger, secure from each storm, 

** Lonely Freedom may nurse youthful Piety^sjbrm; 

" - Where man, feeling his value, the impulse once given, 

" May ^kure to deserve the rich blessings of heaven /" 

How far the country may have answered 
these our sanguine expectations — at least, how 
far I have believed them answered, I must leave 
each of you to conclude from the facts I have 
forwarded, and the general tenor of my observ- 
ations upon them. 
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ILXIN0I8 LAKD.^- COMMISSION TO MR. FLOWER* — MR* 
BIRKBECK's mode or EXTOLLING ILLINOIS. — CLIMATE 
OF EASTERN CITIES.— OHIO LAND. — PROFITS ON CA- 
PITAL. -^ 80CIETY IN THIS W£^»RK COUNT &V. «^ 
^MIGRATION. -7- LETTER FROM CINCINNATI. -^ SPANISH 
PATRIOTS. — WHAT CLASSES OP EMIGRANTS MAY SUC- 
CEED AND WHAT NOT. — PLAN OF MiU BIRKBECK's 
SETTLEMENT. 

Plaistow, Essex, England, Sept. 1st. 1818. 
Agreeing with the suggestion of our friend 

L , that my Reports require some general 

observations, as a sort of wind-up on the sub* 
ject of America, I sit down for the purpose of 
endeavouring to give such accordingly ; which, 
when effected, may remove the necessity of my 
frequently communicating with our more dis- 
tant friends in Leicestershire and Yorkshire, I 
propose also, at the same time, to adopt the 
hint of Mr. A ^ , relative to our supposed 
property in the Illinois; and shall further 
give my opinion of Mr. Bii^beck's *• Letters'* 
from that State. 



In regard to Ijie first, we ^^bmUd, J thkpks be 
particular in correcting an idea which many 
entertain, that we are actml Iand«owners in the 
Illinois; when the fact of tl^ i^aJse is, that 
Mr. Geoi^ Hower,^ (the associate of Mr. Birk^ 
bec^,) who sailed in the ^^ Anne Maria'' from 
liitrerpool, some weeks l^ore my arrival in 
JBngland, was comnussioned to purchase for 
US nine thousand acres, adjoinilag his and Mr. 
J^kbeck's settlement ; and as we have since^ 
xeceived but one letter from him, and that 
nherely announcing his arrival in New York^ 
after a foe passj^e of thirty days; we are 
not yet, at least to our knowledge, American 
land-proprietdrs. 

With respect to Mr. Birkbeck's " letter! 
♦*.from lUincas,** several ef our London friends 
{^ho had seen some o£ them in mannseri{M: 
long, lo^fore their publication) know my o^ 
fiion; but to iho^ iii the co^ntiy, who had 
noi even, heard of Hm^^ Until ihm appeariMce 
befofe the public, I would olSer a few brief re- 
marks;; though to make such muaf necessarily 
be extremely difficult, aS^tbe wQ|k: consists el* 
copies of private correspondenpe^ in which ;the 
detaiis .necessary £or the consideration of a 
proposed emigrant not being required, Me 
therefore but very partially given. I. sfaall, 
howev^) be i^dieved from a Jengthened.coii^ 
^eratkm inf lk»m^ as much qi wi^at I have^ mid 
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in my communication *froin^ New -Yoik^ ooo- 
ceming the " Notes/^ will be strictly appLiealik 
tothe ** Letters}*' the latter giving ^t* little 
^ditional inibrmation. One thing I would^ob^ 
serve,- and which is a subject oi regret to those 
who wish well to Mr. Barkbeck's reputatioot'that 
the charge would seem but too weU feutdsA 
that hts ** Letters are less impartifd, lessfifailo- 
*^ sophic, znd\esB(ttdnterestediiEXii.hhIfciesJ^ 
In his exclusive recommendationxrf* the IlUuoi^ 
there would seem almost a.fixed determinatimita 
be self-satisfied ; indeed he admits^ ^Mhat.k>oli- 
<^ ing at it now with a favoomble eye. as I msh 
** todo, I see new advantages omtimially rmmg 
" before me." (P. 79.) Anditmustbia.laiiBented 
by Mr, Krkbedsi's friends, tfaiit:his es^erne^ to 
advance his own settlement is , nskhen too ap^ 
parent; for not only Great Britaki/.bi£li: also 
«very other part of America must be/pi:i^»ed 
into the service of extoMing JUimAs^ii^Mife Me 
tdd> in regard to Engkmd, that: ^t the soil is 
^* worn out ;" and in relation to oici Aix»rica, 
that the climate of the eastern, citier pnesents 
' « melting, oppressive sultry.n^ts, sueeeedii^ 
<* broiling days, and forbidding reist,; whicKNfise 
<< said to wear out the frames of the languid ifi- 
<< habitants of the eastern cities, bjtit wfoir^ are 
*^ unknown here/' / -xi . 

That the climate of the eastern cities is prjo- 
i>ably not so healthy as that of England^ l.b€iieve ; 
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but much wbieb causes this difference equally 
exists in the western States. ' For myselfy I 
lieard more of " sickness- (the term, by ^rhich 
every kind of' indisposition is designated^) in 
the western than^ in the eastern States; and the 
appearance of the people entirely confirms the 
belief that, as yet, aid is more healthy than nem 
America ; not, I should presume, from a tmr 
tural superiority of climate, but the more ex- 
tended cultivation gf the country gives it, of 
course^ an actual, although probably only a tem- 
porary superiority. 

Eilgiish emigrants are told in the " Notes,** 
that «* those who are not screwed up to the full 
" pitch of enterprise, had better remain in Old 
<^ England than attempt agriculture, or business 
M of any kind, (manual operations excepted,) in 
^* the Atlantic States/' — What does MnCobbett 
i^y^this, z&Jrom personal knowledge he can 
recommend the Atlantic States ^nly ?^ — And in 
the *^ Letters;'* that eveUx" land in Ohiocaimot 
<< be had at less, than from 20 to 50 dollars per 
<• ac^eJ'^ that it is " technically called J^ 
** proved,*' but it is in « fiict deteriorated ;^* 
that it was ^^ impossible to obtain a good posi- 
^ tion in Ohio, at a price which a)mmon pru- 
" dence ccHild justify^ or indeed at any price.** 
To fairiy consider those statements would re- 
quire a repetition of the information which I 
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stnt yina fmm Kentvitky ^ntSt AMnois ; fo t&iU 
thetefme^ I wish to direct your attent&Sn ; aiid 
X here merely innt^t an advettisement t^en fitnn 
the Philadelphia ** Democftrtic Press,'' JariiiAfy 
4818. 

« OHIO LANDS. 

<< Eleven handred and ninety acres of Ifiody.for safe &r 
^^ Casliy or Real Estate in Philadelpbi% situated o^ the 
^ East Fork of Todd's Creek, a branch of tlie.£ittle 
^ ' Mmmi, in the county of Clinton, about ten miles from 
M tke seat of justice, Wilmington ; about ^ mifes from 
*^ Lebanon, the next county town, and dbota dinlles 
^ from the great mail road to Cincinnati* For tetmts 
** apply at the office of the Democratic Pre8%: or 4>f 
<« William Lowry, Lebanan, Ohio. 
« Jan.21.— wfinSt." 

The price iasked far this land ^ ^even d^Ujars 
-j)er j^cre. 

The power of capital is depicted very strongly. 
Mr. B. states^ " the feet is, however, that' the 
** profits qf capital on eoeryf fftmg in this country 
^ ars man)elk)us. In the case of live-stock, the 
*< outgoings are so small, that the receipts are 
^* nearly all clear/' (P. 18.) Looking at this 
paragraph, and several others throughout thte 
** LeUters^' <y£ a simflar tendency, I must observe 
that these " marvellom, profits*^ are matters of 
speculation, and, like all such, are liable to 
afford great success, or equally exposed to great 
and ruinous failure : even in Mr. Birkbeck's 



own ca$^, they mre^ Si& yet^ in mtieipathu. Tb^e 
miractUotis schemes belcMig mcyre tp the i^ of 
Sk'Wdter Jlaleig)ij than to the sober cbaimcter 
of the^^ear e%hteen hiffiiiced and eig^teai ; bu^ * 
in Mr. Birkbeck^s lettet to hi& son, lie reauurks 
upon «^q;Pfe,** that ** housekeeping and other 
" expences being paid, there remains a profit of 
^* 0(2 p^r cont* on the capital ; and yon are im- 
^ I^oVing your own estate.** (P. 49.) 

Brom this, which is a defined sMementy you 
may derive some satisfaction in calculating the 
profit and loss of a removal to the west^n coun- 
try ; arid not be induced by general asi^rtion to 
expect to find the territory of Illinois " paved 
" with gold,*' or to discover there the philo- 
sopher's stone. 

Among other inducements held out to his 
iriend to emigrate, Mr. B, represents efoen IkoK 
j^ie^ of the wilderness as desirable. He aiLys^ 
^ In good faith, I think you would have nothing 
" to regret in exchaaiging such a circle as I 
" fancy yqurs to be, few any society that would 
*> surround you in these wild woods.*' (P*26») 
What this latter society would prove, I might 
pourtray from the information which I Mve 
myself collected; but I shall prefer quoting 
Mr. Birkbeck's own excellent description from 
other parts of his work. 

" Its elements" (those of society) " are rude 
^'certainly, and heterogeneous. The first settlers. 
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<« unprotected and unassisted^ amid dangers and 
•« difficulties, have been accustomed, from earij 
<* youth, to rely on their own powers ; and YA^ 
** surrender with reluctance^ and only iy hiahes, 
" their right of defence against every aggression^ 
«< even to the laws which themselves have con- 
« sHtutedr (P. 970 

These laws, we are told, have been made, 
** anxiously studious of mildness ;" but that 
in practice " they seem inefficient :'* for thslt 
" deeds of savage and even ferocious violence" 
are committed, " too common to be viewed 
" with the abhorrence due to them." (P. 97.) 
This admission of such a difference between the 
theory of law and its practical ea^ecution, is of the 
fir^t importance tq every man who contemplates 
becoming a member of such a community : and 
this though we are told in the succeeding para- 
g|:»ph,that theinnatefeelingof justice is so strong, 
^at " if a man, whom the public voic^ has 
" proclaimed a thief or a swindler, escapes from 
«< justice for the want qf legal proof qf his guilty 

<* THOyOH THE LAW AND A JURY OF HIS FEL- 
** tOW-CITIZENS HAVE ACQUITTED HIM, ten tO One 

« but he is met with before he can quit the neigh- 
" bourhood^ and, tied up to a sapling, receives a 
*** scowging that marks him for the rest qf his 
** /^///" (P. 97, 98.) 

This is certainly another most important ad- 
mission; and although it may be passed off in 



1 



MR. BIRKBECK's " LETTERS.'* 433 

lialf sericmsness — ^half raillery— -yet it is^ no joke 
to be told that a man, whom ^'^ the laws and a 
" Jurt/ of his filtow-citizens have acquitted^^* 
should be liable " to be Hed up to a saplingy and 
" receive a scourging that may mark him for the 
" resjt qfhisUfe.^* There are no doubt some 
instances where this barbarous procedure would 
be merited j but how offen is the " public 
" voice** mistaken in its " proclamations ?'* It 
is also to be presumed, that many of these innate 
lovers of justice were not in court, could not 
have heard the evidence, and yet they exercise, 
at the dictation of their own sovereign will, the 
power of inflicting a punishment more severe 
than would have attended convicted villainy. 
The judges too would seem to partake of this 
•* free" order of things. " A notorious offender 
« had escaped from confinement, and, mounted 
^^ on a capital horse, paraded the town where 
<* the judge resided, with a brace of pistols, 
^* calling at the stores and grog-shops, and de- 
<* daring he would shoot any man who should 
<< attempt to molest him. The judge hearing 
<« of it, loaded a pistol, walked deliberately up 
<« to the man to apprehend him, and on his 
« making a shew of resistance, shot him imme- 
« diately!" (P.62.) 

Of what benefit, I would ask, can civilization, 
of what advantage can *\ mild laws,^^ or any 
laws be, to a people that have such judges, 

F F 
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andVho set their own legislature at defiance? 
who disregard the verdict of a jury, an4 who 
Inflict upon an acquitted fellow-citizen " deeds 
'* of savage and evfen ferocious violence?*' 
And these form part of that society con- 
cerning which Mr. Birkbeck writes to a friend 
in England, that he would " have nothing to 
" regret in making the exchange.** But Mr. 
Birkbeck is satisfied, and " liberty is no sub- 
" ject of dispute or speculation among us 
•* back woods meiv— it is the very atmosphere we 
" breathe." " In passing" also ^f from liieory 
** to practice," Mr. B. " has experienced no di- 
** minution of his love for freedom :" nor have 
I done so either; but I certainly have expe- 
rienced a most sensible diminution in my love 
for the possessors of freedom ; and so, when I 
consider his language elsewhere, I must con- 
clude has Mr. Birkbeck, when I find him de- 
claring that he wants language to express ^^'the 
^* loathing" he feels for personal slavery ; that 

when " PBACTISED Bt FREE MEN IT IS MOST DE- 
" TESTABLE ;" that " it is the leprosy ^of the 
'' United States, a Jiml hktdi, ^which^ more or 
^ less, contamrmtes the entire system in ptddic 
J' and in private, Jrom 1^ President's chair 

" TO THE CABIN OF THE HUNTER ! " (P. 71.) 

< Previous to my ofiering swae explanation re- 
lative to the Kentucky resolutions infaoowrofthe 
Spanish patriots, I would remark, that the ^t»e- 
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r^^ emigration to the western coutitry is cer^ 
tainly very gi'eat. Mr. Birkbeck says upon this^ 
subject, that he had " just read a statement of 
** 500 emigrants per week passing through Al- 
" bany westward. T]his occurred on one roqd^ 
" and that far to the north.' If it were really 
^^ so unwise to migrate wesftwiard, out of the 
" tens (I was going to say^ hiindreds) of thou- 
" sands who move annually from the eastern 
*V States into this western wilderness, we should 
" hear of some returning.** (P. 10, 11.) With 
regard to the force of the remark, that so many 
pass on one road, and that far to the north, it is 
well to understand, that there are but two roads 
to the western country which are generally fre- 
quented by emigrants ; and indeed but one which 
is travelled by stage waggons. Respecting none 
returning, I insert the following letter from the 
•^ Eastern Argus ;** not because it conveys my 
ideas, for, in fact, I differ from the writer, but to 
shew that opposite opinions are entertained upon 
the subject of western emigration, 

^ EMmRATlON 1^6 THE WEST. ' 

" The following w an extract of a lett^ ftotii a gende- 
*^ man who recently left this place in company with tw(J 
*< jothert, for the purpoi^e of establishing themselves in 
*« bositiielss in Ihe westi^n comttry. 1^ letter speaks 
*• too ^aiolyfbr itself to stand in need of atiy coijiments 
<^ of ottirt. We have mv^ bad a doubt that aTast 
•1 number ' of the ^nigrants, we believe a very great 
E F 2 
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<5 majotitjf have been sorely disappointed intheircat- 
^* culatioD. Many have returned, and many more^ 
f * after spending a 4X>nsiderabIe part of tlieir property 
*^ in a long and expensive journey, have found them- 
<* selves obliged, much against their will, to contmne. 
*^ '^ome we have known who^ after spending all their 
^ pix^ierty in journeying over the country to find a 
*^ suitable place for settlement, have returned as soon as 
** th^ coidd save^ with great frugality, enough from 
" ieir earning to pay their expences home. We re- 
'^ commend this letter to those who are about to seek 
'^ for mines of wealth beyond the mountains ; bat at all 
^< events, before embarking their fortune in such an en-* 
<< terprise, we would urge upon them to^eeandccm- 
^^ verse with some judicious person who has had an 
** opportunity of seeing the country and judging from 
" his own observation* 

" Cincinnati Jug. 13. 1817. 
Bear Sis, 

^ t amved here tkeBrsI day of the present month, 
^< after a tedious journey down the river of twdve days, 
^^ and must confess I am greatly disappointed in my €9c- 
^^ pectations. I received two letters to this place, from 
*^ the brother of Rubles Whking, he b^ngjit Boston 
*^ iiimself. After showing my documents to the gentle- 
^ men to whom they wete Erected, and receiving ftx>m 
^ th^n dl the civilities th^ couULbesfeow,. and^nions 
<< as to business, 1 am con^nced that it would be folly 
<< in the extreme (ot me %o attempt to do any thing in 
*< the grocery line. Business, they say, is dl^i^ than 
^< it ever was before known. We all,- to tdl the. truth, 
<< are disappointed, and are detemunod Bot |o plop litre 
^^ longer than a wedk from lids. We are at {Mresoit 
«< undetermined what route to take ; there are <mly two 
« that we have in mind; one is, to wait iere about 
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^ three weeks, and then take passage to New Orieans, 
^. for which yre can receive fiAy, dollars a piece, and not 
^ much labour, only U) use the oars to keep the boat 
" from striking rocks. .These boats are. about 25 feet 
" long and 15 wide, and carry from's to 500 barrels 
** salt, flour, &c. : the current sets them, in good water, 
^* from 80 to, 100 miles per day. The other route is to 
^, tramp .frqm here to Alexandria (Col.) which is not (ax 
," frpm JSOO /niles. . I think we shall adopt the, former. 

<^ I -will state some of the disadvantages that present 
^^ themselves: the first is, my goods must come from 
" New Orleans, which is 1700 miles from this: I have. 
^^ to pay five cents on the pound for transportadoh : 
^^ their usual passage from here to that place is about 
f* 30 days, from that to this 100 days; and by the time 
'^ I could get my goods here, it would cost me all the 
<< cash I have for board, which is from three to seve^ 
<< dollars per week. Shop rent is higher here than in 
*^ Boston. You cannot hire a store here like one in 
<^ Haymarket Row [Ryrtland] under 1300 dollars the 
*< year. As $o health, I am told by a doctor whom i 
.<< have had to vaccinate mei that these are in .l^us place 
<< eighteen of his profesticm, and. all of t]bem getting 
^ rich; and I should think they would*-- he charged 
^ me two dollars for vaccinating, 
" ^ Upon the whole I must say, that I wish myself in- 
<<^w England, and probably shall be imdxmt three 
^ numths. I should advise no. frigid to emigrate to this 
<* place^ except he.be a fiumner, and he ou^^t to coa^Q 
*^ (if ail all), at ten years of age, and by the time he i^ 
^^ forijfy if he is industrious, may do. 
' <' This probably will be the last you wiU hear of me 
^< until about the first of October, when I expect to be 
^ in New Orleans.. - . ^. . i 

« RespectfiiHy^ &c.. , . ; . ; 

FF 3 
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At page 103. Mn Birkbeck inserts the excels 
lent Resolutions passed in the State of Kentucky in 
favor of the Spanish Patriots. The inference 
which the reader must naturally draw fronj 
thence is, that these resolutions are expressive 
of the feelings qi Americans generallr/s^upoxx that 
interesting subject. Mr. B. observes^ in intro- 
ducing them, that they " shew that the citizens 
*< of Kentucky are sensible that to be in the 
" possession and exercise of the rights of sclf- 
** government is a blessing ;" — (Kenttickt/ is a 
slave State)^^^* and that their hearts are enlarged 
"by it, and inflamed, not by jealousy of their 
** neighbours' welfare, but with zeal to promote 
« it." That " these resolutions are indicative 
«« of a good spirit, and thtis are in accordance 
** with the general fe^eling^ as far a^ I cm gather, 
«* of the ciHz^is of all the States of ike Unioi}J^* 
Now what are the simple facts of this case?—, 
Mr. Clay, the speaker pf the House of Repre- 
sentatives, is a resident of, and member deputed 
from, Kentucky j he is well known to be strain- 
ing every nerve to pbtain the next Presidency; 
he is extremely mortified at Mr. Adams's having 
received an appointment to the office (Secretary 
of State) which is considered tliat of the ** heir 
** apparent j'* he is taking every sq/e means to 
thwart the proceedipgs of the. general govern* 
ment; he sees that they are backward in the 
cause of the patriots j he knows that by being 
13 
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ks advocate he will not endanger any acquired 
popularity, for the Am^rii^m iheoreticaUt/ cannot 
oppose the glorious cause of the Spanish colo- 
nies, and in the probable event of their success 
he will acquire the character of a great statesman.^ 
He therefore set on foot, in the legislature of that 
State in which he had mort influence (Kentucky), 
resolutions ia favour of the patriots. When they 
were discussed in th^ senate of Kentucky, counter 
resolutions were proposed by Mr. Owens, as a 
substitute £or those of Mr. Bledsoe ; but upon 
the vote the latter passed. Let us next look at 
the assertion that tiiese resolutions are in accord-^ 
luice with the general feelings of the ** citizens 
^ of aU the States in the UnionJ* From what 
sources, I would ask, and I ask it with regret, are 
we justified in drawing this inference ? Is it from, 
the law recently passed to prevent the shipment 
of ^warlike stores? is it front the seizure of! 
Amelia Island? is it&cnnthe impriscMiment and 
barbarous treatment of the Britisli officers at 
Philadelphia,' who were there on their route to 
join the patriots (and because thet/ were going ta 
join the patriots)? or is it from the X)ery remark^ 
uhiefacty that^ I believe, up to the dey^ of'^V ^^^^ 
wig* ^^«erica, which was the 10th May, (although 
the resolutions afe copied from the " Western 
« Citizerf* of the lOth Pebraary,) not one state^, 
cotmttfiy dljfy or borough thrpughout the jaA^le 
Umon^ hadfolkmed the excmpie of Kentucky 1 1 1 
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I have been .thu9 free in n^ striptoref upoir 
Mr. Birkbeck's " ieiter^/* because X^lu^esec^ 
the effect which they have produced upon ygnr 
mind^ and I believe that e£fect ta be ^in impo^^^ 
one« This has arisen, I apprehendf xnoi^ £rom 
the mode in whiph the information is c«Lveyed 
than from tl^* inf<»:matiqn itsdf } for it ai^pews^ 
to me that throughout the work there are those 
admissions which no colourii^ ought to. prevent 
the mind of a reader from viewing as mo^ 
serious considerations, connected with an Illxnoi& 
settlement Mr* Birkbeck, in fact, writes with 
»uch superior talent, throwing at tiie same time 
such ^, charm over every thing he describes^ 
that it is difficult not to be captivated t — ^. ^md ^ 
influenced, as he has naturally been, by. Jus 
situation ; giving little or no attentioa to tb^ 
important consideration: that t^e m$us& ,of those 
who read his book know nothong. of the ,(^0Q- 
tions to the country concerning which j^ writes ; 
that they rea% can have no amceptim of the en- 
tire change of life which is xecjuiFed — of tiie 
ea:treme di0rence which exists between an JEng- 
li^h residence, and one in the back woods, of 
Araierioa} and that many of them m^y. possess 
neither the enthusiasm nor the accommodaieabfe- 
ness (as a correspondent of mine at Liverpool 
e;^pressed. it) of which . Mr. Birkbect and his 
family. so evidently and so largely partake :t— I 
say, not perhaps sufficiently atteiadii^ tq these 
circumstances, he appears to me to bring every 
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thing wMch is pleawig in hia new settlement 
forward upcm the canvass^ throwing every ob- 
jection into the shade^^ insomuch that his two 
woiksy however contrary to his actual intention,, 
ha^ I really ftar» the effect^ to general readers,, 
of making " the worse appear the better reason/' 
For mysdlf^ highly as I think of Mr. Birkbeck^ 
ahd anxious as I certainly am^ that, in the event 
of our going to Illinois^ we should be in his 
neighbouriiood, yet we must all of us be ready 
to allow that every one in resolving upon a 
measure so important, not only to himself 
but to his posterity, as emigration certainly is, 
should examine and reexamine every statement ; 
exercising the most deliberate caution, and, if 
possible^i e^elling altogether the mere sug- 
gestions of the iiti^nation, remembering that, 
in the langm^ of Mr. Birkbeck, the coiihtry he 
fSescribes "is the real world,- and no poetical 
f*- Arcadia/* 

f' In goingto America then, I woidd say generally, 
the emigrant mtist expect to find — not an eco- 
nomicaj or cleanly pedple; n6t a socialor generous 
people J not a people of enlarged ideas ; not a 
peof^ of liberal opinions, or towards whom you 
can express your thoughts •** free as air ;*' not a 
\ people friendly to the advocates of liberty in 
Europe ; not a people who understand liberty 
from investigation and from principle j not a 
people who comprehend the meaning of the 
words " honour*' and " generosity/* On the 
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otirar: h&nd he will find a country possessed 
of the most enlightened civil and political ad- 
vantages; a people reaping the full reward 
of tl^ir own labours, a people not payk^ 
tythes^ and not subjected to heavy taxatk» 
witluiut representation ; a peo{^ vrhh a small 
national debt ; a peo{^e without spies and iii- 
£3nners ; a people without an enormous stand*- 
ing army ; a people in po^ession of an extent 
of territory capable of sustaining an increase ci* 
milUons and tensof millions of population} and 
a people rapidly advanci^ tpwank natacmal 
wealth and greatness. J 

Per^ps some useful information upon the 
important subject of domestic expenditure may 
be derived; from tl^ two following statemente^ 
The first is a list of hotmehold furniture, whichr 
was sold by auction in Chesnut-street, Pliila- 
delphia, by order of the sheriff, for the payment 
of rent, at the sale of which I 'was p^^seat. 
None of the articles were Very old, but iworly 
all were in bad condition. The second is H 
statement of Mr. H-- — :*s .expenses fbr six 
months, ending the first of March 181& Thig 
gentleman is an English emigrant^ the account 
he allowed me to copy from his i)etty tedgerj, 
and is^ I presume, corrects 
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SUERIFF3 SALE .IN CUfiSNUT-STREET. 

v^ Amaunto in Eni^bsb Currency. • 

/. S. i 
12 Chairs, (wood, painted,) each - - 5 10 
A small writing desk - - - 1 3 

A ladjr's work'-boas: - - - 6 9 

2 Plated candlestidu and snu£fers - 13 6 

A bed-room looking-glass . «t - 18 ^ 

A small toilet table . - - 4 9 

A ipahogany wash-hand stand - - 14 8 

4 Pair linen sheets, (Irish,) per pair - 1 1 4f 

Cotton counterpane, (12 quarters square,) - 2 2 3 
Marseilles quilt, (ditto,) - - - 2 2 3 

Bed curtains, lined with blue, for a small 

four-post bedstead - - -616' 

(The furniture print was by John Low, 
* calico-printer, ofManchester, and worth 
in England, 15fd. per yard. The lining . ' 
worth about 14d; per yard.) 
A large and good hair mattress 
A straw ditto, - - _ . 

A breakfast table 
A card table - . 

An ]^}gti^ Brussels carpet and rug 
A featiier bed, at per pound ' - 
2 vols. Edgeworth's Patronage^ Scott's Lady 
of the I^ake, Byron's Childe Harold, and 
Curran's Speeches - - - 3 4J^ 

No Auction duty. 

MR. H ^'S EXPSNCES FOR SIX MONTHS. 

This family consists of thirteen: Mr. H 9 Mrs. 

H , three Misses H , sixteen years of age and 

upwards, two ditto, younger, four boys, four to twelve 
years of age, one woman servant, one girl. 
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They occupy the whole (store excepted) of an exce\l&it 
house in Market-street Philadelphia; in it thisre ace 13 
rooms, kitchen included, and three cdlars. The rent 
is 500 dollars per annum. The following account is 
for the first six months of their residence in dw^UnilcKl 
States. It includes rent, and what little dotbet the 
females may have found necessary to purchase, inconsa- 
quence of the di£Perence of American fashions ; also 
about one hundred dollars for traTeUiqg expenses. 
Their style of living is extremely plain, respectable^ 
and economicaL 

1817, Dollars. Cento. 

Sept. 1st to 8th. One week's board and lodging 

at a boarding-house 
Sept 8th. Wood, (for firing) 

Wine and spirits- - • 

Other expenses 

Wood,, (firing) - , • 

Other expenses 

Wood, (firing) • 

Shoes. - .. 

Other expenses 

Schooling for isvo boys„ - 

Wipe 9nd spirite - ^ 

Aurpni newsp^)er 

Schooling, (eldest boy^ 

Wood, (firing) 

Ditto ditto 

Other expenses • , * 

Schooling, (fca* two boys) 
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Total, 1st Sept 1817 to March 1818,^ 1313 79 

This account does not include the expendilm^ for 
household furniture: they have paid for Scotch caqpet-^ 
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Higr ya^^d wide, (commonest qualities) 1 70 cents per 
yard; stair coi^ting} narroiv, strong, and common^ of 
domoitte manufiicture^ 100 cents. per yard; oil-cloth^ 
yard i^^ 175 cents per yard; Windsor chairs, 216 
cento each ; fancy rush bottoms, light and genteel, 375 
cents each. 

The diissea of British society who would be 
benefited by an exchange of country, are, I 
conceive, first, that large and much injured 
body of men, who are here chained to the 
country and the political system, which op- 
presses and grinds them to the earth, — I mean 
(mr ea:treme poor. They would not be in 
America a week, before they would experience 
a rapid advance in the scale of being* Instead 
of d^ending for subsistence upon charity soup, 
occasional parochial relief, and bowing with 
slaidsh submission to the tyrant of the poor-house ; 
they would, if industrious and wilUng to labour, 
earn 4s. 6d. to 6s. 9d» a day^ have meat at least 
seven times in the week, and know " no one who 
" could make them afraid.'* The second class 
would be the mechanics, in branches of first ne- 
cessity^ with the general exclusion, however, of 
those acquainted with the British staple manu- 
factures of cotton and woollen only; but for 
others, whose earnings here are under SOs. a 
waekt Q£ whose employment is of that precarious 
nature, that they cannot reasonably calculate, 
by the exercise of prudence and economy, on 
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laying by any thii% for what is called '' a raiiiy 
day,'* or on making a provision for old age — 
for sudh persons as these, particidarly if they 
have, or anticipate th^ having a family^ emigra- 
tion to America will certainly advance their pe- 
cuniary interests, though it may not enlarge their 
mentalsq>her6of enjc^ments. Tothesetwoclaases, 
I would further add that of the small farmeor who 
has a family, for whom he can. now barely provide 
the necessaries of life, and concerning a provision 
for whom, when \m own gray hairs are approach* 
ing to the grave, he can look forward widi but 
little eonfidence or satisfaction; to such a man, 
if he s^iould have one hundred pounds, dear, 
that is, after paying all. his expenses of re- 
moval, &c*5 America decidedly a&xs induce-^ 
meuts very superior to those afford^ by this 
country. Such a father would there fe^ him«^ 
self relieved from a load of Anxiety, the 
weight of whidi upon his spirits, .and its in- 
iuence in repressing his exertion?, be is per- 
haps himself sciarcely aware of, till he feels the 
di^renc^ by comparison when he has shaken 
it off in the New World j — but stfll to every 
proposed emigrant, even of these classei^ I would 
say, thitt he must not expect td find either the 
coutftry full of gold, of its inhabitants as agree- 
able Of as sociable as the perhaps unequalled 
people of England. He must prepare too 
for very many {Privations, and should previously 
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have the . fimd of hfs femfly, particiilafly that 
of the mojth^ of bis children, so ^[itirdy an 
tinison with his own, that they can all have the 
fortitiide and good sense necessaiy to hour under 
the numerous privationa they will certiunly be 
subjected to,, keeping in mind the substantial 
advantages they will en^oy, and. setting cff pre- 
sent evil against their future and increasing 
prosperity, which, in such a country, with a 
soil yet uncultivated, and in the infancy of its 
resources, may be considered as almost ttisured 
to thefn. 

The man of small fortune, who cares little 
about politics, to whom the conf/brts o£ ^^kand 
are perhaps iu some d^ree essential, but who 
wishes to curtail his expenditure, would not 
act wisely by emigrating to America* In- 
deed, should such a man make the attempt, he 
would return as expeditiously as did a faxmly who 
arrived at New York in the Pacific, on the ^th 
March, with the intention of continuing, but who 
took a passage back in the same, vessel theibi* 
lowing week; — they went to America in the 
cabin, they dc5)arted from it in the steerage. 

The artist tn^y succeed, iKit the prdbabilily 
is, that he will not do so. I know instances on 
both sides, where, perhaps, equal talent has 
been possessed. A Mr. Shiels, a portrait painter, 
who was a fellow-passenger of mine in the 
Washington, has been eminently successful in 
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New Ymk j Mn > who amved dM>ot 

the saoie time, has been unaUe to procure his 
hoarding expenses. Generally, I should not 
anticipate, judging from the character and 
habits of the people, that, at least, the superior 
artist would find it to his advantage to emigrate. 
The lawyer and the doctor, and, turning to an- 
other daas, the clerk and the shopman, will find 
no opening in America. 

The London linen and woollen draper, and 
haberdasher, who has large capital, good con* 
nections in this country, and who would adopt 
the most improved English modes of transacting 
retail business, would, I think, be very success- 
ful ; — though, it should be understood, that 
shq)keeping is overdone throughout America ; 
but their plan of doipg business is so defective, 
that I conceive there may be a good opening 
for a person with the above qualifications. 
. A literary man will not meet with any en- 
couragement, the American library being im- 
ported, and newspaper editors having no in- 
ducement to occupy their taleots upon ^my 
topics beyond extracts from £jiglish papers, 
advertisements, and shipping ipteUigence* 

The very superior medianic, in a business of 
which the articles have heretof(M:e been import- 
ed, might succeed j and if he did so at all, it 
would probably be in an eminent degree. Two 



^MBS^ dt thk sort came under my kn^wl^dgei 
Mt/'t- — i-, of P— — , manufkcturer of {lird-cages^ 
fenders^ and brass staads fOT fire-places, arrived 
in America without property ^ has brought up 
a targe family, and is now a man of considerable 
wealth. Mr. . ■/ of ' ' ^ ' , a pianb^Forte 
maker, has been similarly successfuL I do not 
state these cases on the ground that there is how 
an opening in either of these callings, but 
merely as illustrative of the idea given at the 
commencement of this paragraph. 

The merchant I do not conceive would be very 
successful, his being a profession so adapted to 
tiie native American habits, and it is entirely 
pre-occupied. 

To the capitalist, as^ such, I hardly know 
what to say : America is the country of specu- 
ktioB, and therefore, as such, capital might be 
employed with singular advantage. On the 
yhole, to such I can only recommend a perusals 
of tibe i»:evious detaili»» . 

Knowing that you feel interested in Mr. Biric- 
beck*& settlement, I fprward a plan of it, which 
was sent from Illinois to this country a short 
time before my arrival in that territoiy, by a 
gentleman connected witib Mr. Birkbeck. 
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M!l/BlRKBECk*S BE^ltofiNCE. 



Plan ^ ^kemng the situation ef Mr. Btrl^ck^ and 
Mr. Flower' sjbrst purchase in the Illinois territory. 

Range X. Township II. East of 3d. Meridian. 




Eaa 



Note. — Every square in the above is one mile, or 640 
acres, 36 miles forming a tovomhip ; the squares are called 
sections. 



REFERENCES, &c. 

^ English Peairie," in lat 38** SO' N. And Icmg. 
SS^" W. of London, is Ai miles long, and 4 miles 
wide; it is high on the N. and £. sides, and lies on a 
ridge about equal distances (6 miles) from the great and 
the little Wabash. 

The strong lines inclose Mr. Birkbeck's and Mr. 
Flower's purchases* 



f Ske^ said to be that intended for Mr^ BidbbeckV 
house. 

.••.•• Proposed line of cottages. 

o A hunting cabin of Mr. Birkbeck's party. * 

...... Entries of American back woods men, all bu( 

six of which are said to have been made between A«gu^.. 

and. Nov^odbar ISIZ* 



GO r 
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FO^ T«E INFORSf ATIOK OF EMIGRANI^S* 

Choice of a vessel. — A ship is preferable to a brig, 
as the ^ea motion in the former will be Iqss felt, and the 
accommodations are generally superior. The English 
ships in the American trade are not equal to those in 
other trades; whilst on the contrary, the' best American 
vessels are in the British trade; so that it is well to select 
an American ship, the safe age of which wiH be according 
to the quality of the timber and the building, and these 
can only be known by persons very conversant in those 
subjects. There are certain ships of estabUshed reputation, 
a few of which go to the port of London, and a greater 
number to Liverpool ; among the former are die 
Electra, Captain Robinson, and the Tontine, Captain 
Turly, for Philadelphia; the Criterion, Captain Avery, 
and the Minerva Smyth (a very superior ship). Captain 
Allen, for New York ; there is also the Venus of New 
York, the character of which is, I believe, respectable ; 
but I cannot speak of her from personal knowledge. 
From the port of Liverpool there are a great number of 
first-rate ships for Philadelphia, Boston, and New York ; 
among the latter is what are called the ** Packet Line,** 
which consists of the Pacific, (an old but good vessel,) 
Captain Williams; the Amity, Captain Stanton; the 
Courier, Captain Bowne; and the' James Munroe, 
Captain "Watkinson. (Captain Watkinson is a careful 
and excellent seaman.) One of these vessels sails j)unc' 
tually on the first of every month from Liverpool. The 
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charge |br passage is, in the cabin, 45 guineas, which 
inclodes wine, and, indeed, almost every luxury *—* in 
the steerage 91. exclusive of every thing l^t water. 
The house of Crapper, Benson, atid Co. at liverpod, 
are the agents for these ships, which are first-rate m 
«very respect, and all their Commanders are bmi of 
great experience. There are also, quite equd to these, 
•the Nestor, X!iBiptain Stirling; the Adantic^ Captain 
Matlock ; and the Anne Maria, Captain Waite (<^ the 
latter vessel and captain, Mr. Flower, who recendy went 
in her with a large party to the United States, speaks in 
the very highest terms) : to these I would add, as re- 
speotaUe ships, the Ann, the Carqiina Ann, and the 
Importer. There are several otheii^ of this class with 
whose names I am not familiar ; but it would be judidous 
in every person to make minute enquiries as to the 
character of the ship and captain with which they pro- 
pose engaging; for it should be known that there are 
some very indifferent American ships, which go to both 
JLiverpool and London, and particularly the latter port. 
A regular trader h generally to be preferred to a chance 
ship. Tlie prices (with the exception oSxhe packet ships) 
will vary according to circumstances; for the cfdUnfitim 
30 to 45, and for the steerage from 7 to 10 gdneas. 
It should be remarked that even this is a subject of 
barter. A few ships sail fi^m Bristol and Greenock for 
New York — the Fanny from the latter port is rather 
celebrated. A passage from Havre, in France, to Ame- 
rica, is often to be obtained much cheaper than from 
this country. Should a large party engage the mxae 
vessel, they would act prudently to procure an extea 
boat, for in case of accident or shipwreck, the two ship- 
boats wodd not be found sufficient; and upon such 
melancholy occurrences the crew commonly escape, and 
the passengers are lost. 
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\ Cabin Passengers, though su]^li«d by the daptoio, 
would find A small private stock desirable. A plum 
eakeir soda powders, a few good apples and oranges (the 
latter will keep if not previously bruised, and if each 
orange is carefully rolled in paper), preserves of several 
kinds, and cider, which will be found particularly plea- 
smt at sea. 

' Steerase Passengers should provide for seventy, 
tltough they may not be out more than nfiy days. They 
ave . compelled by law to take. 80lbs. of meat* I 
ishould recommend a variety; say 30lbs. beef, 20 of 
haiB, 20 of tongue, 10 of bacon : herrings are plea- 
sant, and salt cod particularly so, when eaten witih egg- 
^auoe : 50lbs. bread, of the best biscuit, and loaves cut 
in sUces and toasted : ru^s will be found very pleaaaiit in 
tea : 30 to 40lbs of flour ; a &w pounds of oatmeal;, ditto 
ofriee; ditto of groats; ditto of arrowroot; 10 of cheese; 
lOOlbs. potatoes: have a small net bag to boil them 
in : this will prevent confosion with the cook,' and also 
ihdir being ^ccbanged for others of, perhaps, an inferior 
quality : 5lbs. coffee, ground, and kept corked in a. bot- 
tle, for the purpose of excluding the atmospheric air : 
;yilb.tea; 14lbs. sugar: a small quantity of ^irlts, of 
.wiAe, and bottled porter : the latter, mixed with an equal 
quantity of water, with sugar and nutmeg, will be 
found very agreeable. Ilave a definite understanding 
for the quantity of water per day. A filtering machine 
can he bought at 7^9 Titchfiekl-street, London, for 20s. 
JSggs to be kept in bran, and frequently turned. lOlbs. 
butter. Milk will keep, if boiled, and mixed with sugar, 
in the proportion of 2lbs. to the quart. If the articles 
enumerated under the head Cabin Passetigers can be 
a(ffbrded» they would be found particularly pleasant. If 
tha^ are females in the party, there should be some 
fowls. A few tin articles for the purposes of cooking, 
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&C. Ste siduleM etimoC be pmreated by my tfauig 
with wliick I am aeqwiiHed* ibough k eftn be iMttoriaHf 
laMeutd by being as miicb m poisibb upoD dedk» aod'i^ 
«ating Utile «^ a time, and fre^wUy« 

Incboomg a birth^ either in the eobin or steeiage^ 
the middle of ibe veawl, or aanear to it a» dan be pra- 
curedy is desirable, on account of the ship's motion 
being thera less fek. BooIks will be an occasiond, and 
bat an occasion^, rdUd^ to the monotony of a sea 
voyage. Thoae of a Ught and amnsing character jure 
•the most suitable. Reading for more than half an' hour 
at any one time produces the head-ache, and sensibly 
affix^ts the ^es. Medicines are an important article of 
sea storea: they should be in pills, and taken frequently, 
with great exactness, at stated periods, and in as i^aoaM 
quantities as can possiUy^ produce the effect Steerage 
passengers should have a !q)ecific i^freemeat wHh the 
c^slain for the use of the place of amveniaice^^this is nn 
importmt consideration ; and I have heard of gneatin- 
convenience experienced by sudi persons in b^ng daned 
•this. A flute> a iriolin, and a pack of cards, are pln^ 
sant companions* 

Packing tq). — A SEUZcmoK should be made in a boK 
by themselves of clothes intended to be worn at «ea^ 
Thbseof the most inferior kind willdo as weU as tte 
best. A warm great coat will be found, nsefid; ' Tbe 
provision casks should be writt^i on ^< Stores.'/ Bag^ 
gage must be entered at the Gustoni-hOiise; and in 
procuring a coeketj care shcmid be taken that the wifole 
of the packages are enumerated: if this is negkctedi^ 
an additional expense win be incurred. 
' Articles desirabk to be taken <nd*^^ Clothing of c^ery 
kind,' except silks aiKi silk podcet handkerehi0& .Vmmkm 
"wrould do well to take no artickof diress, partimlip 
in appearance. Men's trows^ should be of the.JFrf^ 
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iingian kind mly. ^ Tina AnerieaB ChsMRns dtfier in some 
tjjiiiijgi j&pfD, o|i|rii; fiiod ^ny deyiation from tbwuU.mQCh 
remar]^ : upon. Most conveaient. and m^li^Qaj^able 
articles of domestic utensils* No cabinet, furniture* A 
good stock of table-linen and beddii^: Mrfaetber featber- 
beds are desirable or not i%'I bdheve^ qpiestion^Ie. 
Carpeting) if it can be cut to. suit other sjzed rooms | 
stationery of every kind;, agripub^ral in^eneiiits I 
musioal a^ phUoiK^^bical in^trurp^ts^ 

United States Duties on Importation upon the foXkmng 
. Articles ; 



Side and Fire Arms 


} 


20 


All articles manufactured of brass 
Buttons - - - 


- 


20^ 
'20 


Bonnets - * - ' - 


w 


80 


Bridles and Saddles 




30 


Books (blank) ' - 


- 


30 


Cutl^y . - 

All articles manufactured of cotton 




^ 20 
25 


Millinery - - - 
All articles matiufacturcd of copper 


^ 


30 

20 


Ditto of pewter - - 
Ditto of steel . - ^ 


,. 


20r 
20 


Ditto of tin - - y 




26' 


Piarasols and Umbrellas 


'■.-' 


30 


Paper - - 

Printing Types - - ^ 

All articles manufectured of woe! 


- 


30 
20 

'23 


Ditto of wood - • 
Ditto of earthen and stoneware - 
Ale and Beer in bottles, per gallon 


8d. 


30^ ' 


Ditto in casks - - - ' 


5|d. 


' ■ ' ' . 


Shoes (leather), per pair - 


13d. 
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Aftides fr^ ^ Duties i , * . 

Philosophkttl Appsraitus, if specially imported by order, 
and for the use of any society, ineorponltd for phi- 
losophical or literary purposes, or for the encoarage* 
ment of the fine arts, or by order and for the use of 
any seminary of learning. 

Anatomical Preparations. 

Animals imported for breed. 

Wearing Apparel^ and other persondi i>^E9^p% im 
actual use. 

Rate of Coins : 
Eng^sh Pound Sterling is 4 dollars, 44 cents. 
Irish ditto, 4 dollars, 10 cents, 

French Livre, 18t cents. . ..t. . 

Dutch Florin, or Guilder, 40 cents. 

Fe^ of Officers: 
To the Collectors and Ntmd Officers, 
Every port entry, 2 dollars. vi l ,* 

Permit to land goods, 20 cents. « v ; ^i. r 

Every bond tdcen officially, 40 cents. 
Bill of health, 20 cents. ,. , ^., ^^j -t 

(There 16 a)nmiouly a demaiul of two dc^^p.m^cfe 
for this by the captain: this is, <^ cou^^.ap 
imposition.) •... 

Passetigeri Baggage, 4rc. ; ^ ^ ^ " 
Entry is to be miul^ by passen^rspf all clot)ies,, tpols 
or implements of trader or profession} ^riyirig p.the 
United States to settle, which articles are ex^.^^e^/rom 
duty. The form of sQcb entry, and oath ^e^pting the 
sirnie, as follows : > . ,, 
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Emtry of baggage, weamig ajford^ Sfc. imported h^ 
in Ae mtater^fi^om . 

{Here the particulars to be inserted.) 

Fort of 
I» do icdemiilyy siacerely» and truly 

9«rear, (arqfirwi^) thul tiMB ^atry ^bsoribed by me and 
^hereto annexed^ amtains, to the best of my knowledge 
and belief, a just and true account of the contents of 
the several mentioned in the said 

entry, imporlod in the from 

and that dtey contain no goods, wares, or merchandise 
whatever, other than the wearing apparel and other per^- 
sonal baggage {or if the case require) and the tools of 
the trade of all which are the pro- 

perty of who has, or have arrived, who 

is, or are shortly expected, to lurrive in the .United States : 
and are not directly or indirecdy imported for any other 
person or persons, or intended for sde. 

So HSUP ME Goo. 

If the articles shall be entered by miy other person 
than the owner, bond tc^ be given in a som equal to the 
amount of what the duties woa3d be, ifimpcMrted subject 
to duty ; that the owner shall within one year verify such 
entry on oath, or the ^collector may direct such baggage 
to be examined ; and if any article is contained therein, 
which ought to pay^ia^, ^itry must be made thereof; 
and i^ an entry is made as aforesaid, and upon exami- 
nation thereof, any article is found therein sukgect to 
duty^ {not having been expressed at the time <f maUmg 
the entry^) it is forfeited, and the person in whose bag- 



460 ABW&umx. / . 

0lig« the BAme shidi be founds ^brCsHs aUd «|tall iHk^. 
treble the Tslue tbereof* 

Mechai^cs, intendkig. to continue as such, would do 
well to remain in New York, Baltimore^ or Philade^)hia» 
until they become fanuSiarised with the country. Per- 
sons designing to setde ki the western States will save 
some expenses by landing in Kiiladelphia. ^ Those to 
whom a few pounds is not an object, wiU rtmrten tlmr- 
voyage two or three days by arriving at New Yodu 
The summer route from thence to Phikdelphja i» paiw 
ticttlarly pleasant, with the exception of 25 miles hiA* 
carriage^ and sleeping one night on the road : A» iii|iol«^ 
can be comjdeted for about ten dollars la -mnlee^ 
diere are excellent sta^ (by finr the be6l iti- Atti^ioa) 
from New York to S%rhide)phia : the fi^^it from eig^ 
to ten doHars, and the journey is completed in ftor- 
teen hours, -^ distance, 9€ miles. 

The route to the western eomtty, by way of New 
Orleans, is attended with many disadvantages ; Vt k mve^ 
loager, and more dangerous, in consequence of a^f^a^"^ 
deal of t^oasting, and the difficulties of the gidpb of 
Florida. The voyage from thq S^l^izey at tlie JunclioQ 
of ths Mmissifipi wub the gnlph of Mi^ico^ to.Kew Qity 
ieans^ tboagh W 100 mUes, is alwi^s tedia»% imdaoiapr 
tiine&veweb are 4hi:ee. weeks I9 gettiogup diat dialwpce^ 
Theyelle(w fevfir.is of smnual ^ecpfre^c^e at^NerwOr- 
}ou]& The stean^boats^: tHpu^h sumMKUK,. €a$m^, 
proceed at staled .periods^, and a iTesiiieiiGe' at Hew 
Orlaaas mi^ be. Ipn^ aad mmf ie e^fpemi^f^m^ to 
take passage in a keel-boat t^;?. tb^ ^tre^rn, woiiU i»e an 
almost, endktaa undertakic^. 

- The. best moAe^ \n n^ jiidgmiE^nt, is to^vro^ceeijl from 
Philade^ia by way of Pittsbur^.^ Horseback is very 
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yi^fetdbi^ to the itajs^^ pttrfeicuhrfy on Ae AVkgmy 
nountoins. A poor fftmily wouM have ttietr teggdge 
^oaveyad in the thmpesi way by tbe regular stage- 
«i^gp«%--^tlmn^Teft walking; and tKiff tkey will find 
in crossing the mountains to be better than riding (ex* 
cept on horseback). They should take with them as 
good a stock of eatables as they can with iconvenience, 
the charges on the road being very extravagant. Those 
who have their own waggons should have them made as 
strong as possible, and their horses should be in good 
condition. Small articles of cutlery, and all the ma- 
chinery necessary f(^ repairs on the road, are of first 
necessity. When arrived at Pittsburgh, the cheapest 
and easiest mode of travelling is to float down the river; 
fo* wbidi purpose there are boats of almost every variety, 
(steam-boats excepted,) jFrom 2s. 8d. upwards, per hun- 
dred nriles. Upon this mode of traveling I do not en- 
large: half an hour's residence in Httsburgh will convey 
more information than I could ill twenty pages. Warm 
clothipg should be taken, as there is sure to be soipe 
s^oirt'weatherm every piirt of A.<nerica. The articled 
i^tfired in ^dting down tlie met n^ill be nearly as fol- 
to^ :^^ Tike «* Httsbtii^h iSavigator;" a small volume 
and which may be had at Cramer and Spears; nails, 
hammer, hatchet, tinder-box, box for fire, gridiron, iron 
pot, coffee pot, co&e mill, teapot, plates, spoony knives 
and forks, mugs, candles, coffee, tea, sugar, spirits, meat, 
poti^oes, bread, pens and ink, paper, medicine, and a gun* 
If there is what is cidled *< a g6od stage of water,'' that 
is, if the waters of the Ohio are high, which they always 
ai!e in the spring and autumn, boats will be taken 
by the stream, without rowing, from three to four 
miles per hour. Except in cases of dense fog, they can 
be allowed to float at night in the Ohio. In tbe Mis- 
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(digippi tfats would not be safe^ the mmg^iAcfn <^ tlie 
latter rrrer being hoik difficult and dogerons. Unlec^ 
tbe waters of the Otdo are very high at its falls nen^ 
LooisTiUe, a pilot should be coigaged to navigate Ae 
boat ofor them. 



THE END. 



>CC)* The Author mil take pUasmre in attending to amg 
commxmicatwns on tieM;i^ qfJmmca^ ^bUers are 
addressed to Aim (poUfmd)M No. ^9. frntmrno^ter-- 
Sow* ^ 
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